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Do you know what PATHWAY you wish to take…? 
 
 
Choosing your course options for Years 10 and 11 is a really important step in determining your pathway 
to future employment.  
 

The subjects and qualifications you study over Years 10 and 11 will affect how you spend your time during 
your next two years at school. It could also help set you up for the career or college course you want later 
on. 

 
At the age of 16 you could be: - 
 

 at college following a vocational course or diploma 
 

 in the sixth form studying A-levels 
 

 based in a place of employment with accredited training, or following an apprenticeship scheme 
 

All of these should lead you to a rewarding career and a secure working future if you make sensible 
choices. 
 

This document, together with the folders containing specific subject information, is designed to help you 
make the best decision about the subject combination that is right for you and your future. 
 

Planning your future 
 

Don’t worry! There are a lot of people and resources available to help you with the decisions that lie 
ahead. These include family and friends, our school Pathway service and activities (see box opposite), 
and a number of websites; some of the most useful are as follows:  
 

 
1. Christleton High School website: lots of useful links, particularly to different subject pages: 

 

http://www.christletonhigh.co.uk/subjects/ 
 
http://www.christletonhigh.co.uk/students/pathway-subject-choices-and-future-pathways.php  
 

 
2. Careers Wales: Year 9: a really excellent resource for students in England too. Good activities 

and information relating to making decisions and where subjects can lead. 
 
            http://www.careerswales.com/ 
 

 
3. U-Explore: an online interactive careers education site that offers a wealth of information, advice, 

and ideas. 
 
www.uxplore.com  

 
 

4. Russell Group: Informed Choices: includes a section on pre-16 qualifications required by some 
of the UK’s leading universities 
 

 http://russellgroup.ac.uk/for-students/school-and-college-in-the-uk/subject-choices-at-school-and-
college/ 

http://www.christletonhigh.co.uk/subjects/
http://www.christletonhigh.co.uk/students/pathway-subject-choices-and-future-pathways.php
http://www.careerswales.com/
http://www.uxplore.com/
http://russellgroup.ac.uk/for-students/school-and-college-in-the-uk/subject-choices-at-school-and-college/
http://russellgroup.ac.uk/for-students/school-and-college-in-the-uk/subject-choices-at-school-and-college/
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PATHWAY is the name for everything we offer at Christleton to prepare students for their future world 
of work. 
 
PATHWAY activities include careers advice sessions, work-related learning, progression to 
employment events, and higher education / university conventions. 
 
PATHWAY people are all those who are available to help Christleton students make choices for their 
future direction, and include: - 
 

 Mr Adrian Francis: Assistant Headteacher with responsibility for Careers Education and 
Transition 

 

 Mrs Jean Charlton: School Governor and Co-ordinator of our Volunteer Network of industry 
professionals 

 

 Mrs Karen Varley: Personal and Vocational Guidance Administrator, including co-ordination of 
programme of work placements 

 

 Mrs Sylvia Wood: Careers Advisor 
 

 Mr Ian Hollywood: Head of Citizenship & PSHE and co-ordinator of the PSHE careers 
programme 

 

 Form Tutors, Subject teachers and Heads of Year. 
 
 
Our aim is to ensure that all students are given the best start for a rewarding future career during their 
time at Christleton, so they can move on to a secure working future, whether it be at age 16, 18, 21 and 
beyond. 
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INFORMATION FOR STUDENTS – MAKING CHOICES 
 

Choosing your GCSE options 
 

Whatever you think you want to do right now, the chances are you will change your mind several times 
before you find the career that you really want. So, it’s important you choose subjects that will keep as 
many of your options open as possible. 
 
It is also important to choose the subjects that you enjoy and that you are good at, but a balanced range of 
subjects will give you more choice when the time comes to decide about jobs and future courses. 
 

Don't panic!  It’s really easy. 
 

Getting a head start 
 
There are some subjects that are useful in most jobs and courses and for life in general. These are the 
subjects that you don’t get any choice about - you have to do them: 

 English  

 Mathematics  

 Science  
 
You will be asked to make five choices: 

 History or Geography 

 A Modern Foreign Language (you will continue to study your Language from Year 9.  If you are 
studying two languages, you will need to select only one of these.  If you wish to study two 
languages at GCSE, you will need to select your second language as either Option 1 or Option 2). 

 Option 1 

 Option 2 

 Reserve 
 
There are also some other core subjects which are compulsory for you to study: 

 Physical Education 

 ICT 

 Religious Education 

 Citizenship and Personal, Social, Health Education 

 Work Related Learning and Careers Education 
 

As for the rest - it’s your choice, but there are some restrictions. 
 

 Some courses may not run because not enough students choose them. 

 We want you to have a balanced curriculum, so ideally you will choose from a wide range of 
subject areas. This means you will have a wider variety of options open to you when you reach 
sixteen.  

 If too many students choose a subject and there are not enough teachers to staff it, some students 
may have to re-opt.  

 You will be asked to make five choices, even though you can only study four subjects. You will be 
asked to rank your choice in order of preference. 

 Some students will have the opportunity to follow a specialist vocational learning pathway, 
Learning for Work (double award). Students who opt for this pathway will have the chance of an 
extended work placement, as well as studying school based work related subjects from the 
Edexcel Workskills course. Each unit in this course is worth a certain number of credits, and credits 
build up over the two years to the equivalence of one, two or even three GCSEs.  

 It is now an entitlement for students who obtain Level 6 or above in Science to be able to follow the 
3 discrete Sciences (Triple Science), Biology, Chemistry and Physics.  Opting for triple Science 
would take up one option choice. 
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The English Baccalaureate (EBacc)  
 
The EBacc was introduced in 2010.  The measure recognises when students have secured a grade C or 
better across a range of academic subjects. 
 
What subjects are in the English Baccalaureate? 
 
The EBacc is made up of English, Mathematics, History or Geography, the Sciences and a Language.  
The subjects chosen are included to ensure all students have the opportunity to study a broad band of 
subjects at GCSE.   
 
By following them through to A level, these are the subjects which may maximise the choices of degree 
courses open to you at the prestigious Russell Group of Universities; however, others such as Economics 
or Religious Studies are accepted as equally suitable preparation. 
 
English, Mathematics and Science are core subjects. 
 
If a student chooses one humanity subject (must be Geography or History) and one Modern Foreign 
Language (French, German or Spanish), there would still be two options remaining for students to choose 
other subjects of interest to them. 

 

 

 

 

 
GCSE Subject Areas   

 
 

Creative Subjects   Modern Foreign Languages  
 Art & Design French (EBacc) 
          Design & Technology   German (EBacc) 
 Food Preparation & Nutrition  Spanish (EBacc)           
           Performance Arts    
                Other GCSE Subjects 
                Business Studies GCSE  
 Humanities    Computer Science 
 Geography (EBacc)   Health & Social Care 
 History (EBacc)   Media Studies    
 Religious Studies   Triple Science 

        
Learning For Work     BTEC  
(Double Award)   Business Studies BTEC      
Work placement   Sports Leadership BTEC  
Workskills Units 
Enterprise Units 
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TEN TOP TIPS 

Things to do and questions to ask, 
when selecting the right courses for you. 

 
  Yes No Find out more! 

 
 

1 

 
List the subjects you enjoy or are interested in studying in 
Years 10 and 11 and put them in the order of your preference.  
(Do not make these choices on the basis of liking the teacher – 
that teacher may not be your teacher next year!) 
 

   

 
 

2 

 
Do you have any idea of what you would like to do when you 
are 16 or 18?  If so, would these subjects help you to achieve 
this? 
 

   

 
3 

 
Have you made an appointment to see Sylvia Wood, our 
PATHWAY Careers Advisor? 
 

   

 
4 

 
Are you just choosing this subject because your best friend is 
doing it? 

 

   

 
5 

 
Have you chosen this subject because it sounds like an ‘easy 
option’? 
 

   

 
 

6 

 
Do you really know what this subject involves? Have you read 
about it carefully or do you need someone to explain it in more 
detail (for example another student who has been studying it 
for some time)? 

       

   

 
 
 

7 

 
Does this subject involve coursework?  If so, how much and 
what does it entail?  Ask yourself: are you the type of person 
who will work well at home on coursework or are you better in 
a straightforward exam situation?  Remember that a very good 
piece of coursework can help to boost your overall actual 
examination grade. 

 

   

 
 

8 

 
Does this subject need you to participate in a work placement 
outside of school eg Health & Social Care?  Does it need you 
to participate in a residential fieldwork trip e.g. Geography? 

 

   

 
9 

 
Do you perform better with practical work or reading, writing 
and research? 

 

   

 
10 

 
What do you really not want to do? Be honest with yourself - 
what subjects will really make you want to come to school and 
learn more? 
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Teacher Contact:  Mr A Simpson, Mrs H McNally 
 
From September 2015, all students have studied the new GCSE English curriculum. This is 
significantly different in structure; there is no longer a Controlled Assessment element to the 
GCSE course and students will not be awarded a grade from A*-G as in previous years. Rather, 
all students will now be awarded a numerical level from 1 to 9, with 9 representing the highest 
level of achievement. 
 
Students will follow the AQA syllabus.  The GCSE English Language course develops students’ 
skills in speaking and listening, reading, writing and information retrieval.  
 
The GCSE English Literature requires students to respond to a broad variety of literary texts 
including drama, prose and poetry. 
 
There will only be one tier for assessment in English. 
  
Throughout the course, students will be encouraged to read widely and to choose some 
challenging literature.  In addition, students should endeavour to read nonfiction, including 
biography, autobiography, diaries, essays, journalism, letters and travel writing. 
 

Changes to the new curriculum: 
 

• Exams now graded 9-1, not A*-G. 
• No controlled assessment. 
• Exams have no tiers. 
• All students now required to study Shakespeare and a 19th Century Novel. 
• A greater emphasis on 'technical accuracy.' 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

GCSE English 
 

Core GCSE 
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ENGLISH LANGUAGE  
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ENGLISH LITERATURE 
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MATHEMATICS (Core GCSE)   

           
 

 
 
 
 
Teacher Contact:  Your Year 9 Maths Teacher. 
 
During Years 7 and 8 you worked at specific levels of the National Curriculum for Mathematics.   
 
During the next three school years you will continue the work in preparation for GCSE.  Whilst 
following this course, you will experience many different learning situations.  As well as acquiring 
new mathematical skills, you will learn to apply your knowledge in a logical manner, in order to 
solve problems and investigate new areas of interest.  You will be encouraged to use modern 
technology wherever possible. 
 
The Maths curriculum is one of the first to convert to the new Grades 9 – 1. The Higher tier now 
has content from the A-Level syllabus. A significant number of old Higher tier topics, including 
trigonometry, are now on the Foundation tier. This means the Foundation tier covers a wider 
range of ability and grades. There may also be the opportunity for some students to study L3 
Algebra or L1 Number and Measures, dependent on their set. 
 
SCHEME OF ASSESSMENT 
 
Examinations:   
 (a) Two Calculator papers (1.5 hours each)    
 (b) One Non-calculator paper (1.5 hours) 
There will no longer be a formula sheet in the exams. 
 
Grades available:  

Higher tier:  9-4 
  Foundation tier: 5-1 
 
Students in sets 1 and 2 will be entered for the Higher tier exam. 
Students in set 3 will be entered at either Higher or Foundation, depending on their individual 
progress. 
Students in set 4 will be entered for the Foundation tier exam. 
 
 
The courses outlined above will ensure that you leave school with the best GCSE grade possible.  
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SCIENCE (Core GCSE)  
 
 
 

              
 

At Christleton, we offer a number of possible routes that students can follow in Key Stage 4: 
 
Route 1    Route 2 - Triple Science 
AQA Combined Science  AQA Biology, Chemistry and Physics 
(Double Award)       
         
      
   
Students who do not choose Science as an option will follow Route 1.  
 
Students who wish to study Triple Science will need to take Science as an option choice (Route 2). 
 

AQA Combined Science: Trilogy – Route 1:  
 
This is the AQA Combined Science: Trilogy course. All of the assessment is exam based. There will be 
two papers in each subject – Biology; Chemistry; Physics. Students are taught by three science 
specialists. 
 

Assessment 
6 exam papers each of 1 hour 15 minutes, all taken at the end of Year 11. 

 
 

AQA Triple Science: Separate Biology, Chemistry and Physics GCSEs – Route 2: 
 
Please see the information on Triple Science in your options folder. 
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CITIZENSHIP & PERSONAL SOCIAL HEALTH EDUCATION 
(PSHE)    Non-statutory  

 

 
Teacher Contact: Mr I Hollywood 
 

 
PSHE education is a planned, developmental programme of learning through which children and young 
people acquire the knowledge, understanding and skills they need to manage their lives now and in the 
future. As part of a whole-school approach, PSHE education develops the qualities and attributes students 
need to thrive as individuals, family members and members of society.  
 

 
Key concepts 
 

 Personal wellbeing 

 Effective active citizen 

 Being a citizen in the UK 

 Fairness and Justice 

 Global Issues 

 Health and well being 

 Personal identities  

 Welfare 

 Relationships 

 Drug misuse 
 
 
Content 
 

 What is a Citizen, and what does it mean to be British? 

 Citizenship in action: Campaigning, commemoration, celebration 

 Effect of diverse and conflicting values on individuals, families and communities 

 What are rights? 

 Government and Parliament? 

 Characteristics of emotional and mental health 

     Health and lifestyle choices including choices relating to sexual activity and substance use and 
misuse 

 How to obtain health information and how to use basic and emergency first aid 

 Characteristics of positive relationships 

 How can we reduce discrimination and disadvantage? 

 Statutory and voluntary organisations that support relationships in crisis 

 Roles and responsibilities of parents, carers and children 

 Playing your part: how to get involved and make a difference 

 Impact of separation, divorce and bereavement 

 Diversity of ethnic and cultural groups and the power of prejudice, bullying, discrimination and 
   Racism 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Key processes 
 

 Critical thinking  

 Decision-making and managing risk 

 developing relationships and working with others 

 Racism 

 Careers 

 Diversity 

 Living in the wider world 
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CITIZENSHIP A National Curriculum Subject 
 

A high-quality citizenship education helps to provide students with knowledge, skills and 
understanding to prepare them to play a full and active part in society. In particular, citizenship 
education should foster students’ keen awareness and understanding of democracy, government and 
how laws are made and upheld. Teaching should equip students with the skills and knowledge to 
explore political and social issues critically, to weigh evidence, debate and make reasoned 
arguments. It should also prepare students to take their place in society as responsible citizens, 
manage their money well and make sound financial decisions. 
 

Key Concepts 

 
 Community action and active Citizenship:   
 Being a citizen in the UK 
 UK Democracy and Identity 
 Justice and fairness 
 Global Issues 

 
 
Content 

 Community action and active citizenship 

 Parliament and Government:  The operation of parliamentary democracy and other forms of 
government 

 Being a Citizen in the UK: democracy and identity: Rights and responsibilities of the British citizen 

 Human Rights: The development of rights and freedoms 

 The criminal justice system in Britain 

 The Justice system and how laws are made 

 The UK’s role in world affairs 

 Global Issues and making a difference:  Dealing with important global issues 

 Citizenship issues in the workplace 
 

Improving the spiritual, moral, social and cultural (SMSC) development of students 
The purpose of SMSC is to ensure that schools do all they can to help their students develop into self-
assured, confident, happy, positive young people. Students at CHS should learn to articulate their 
feelings and justify them in both informal and formal settings and be given responsibility and trust to 
develop their confidence. CHS can develop these traits by celebrating achievement and encouraging 
students to have the confidence to undertake difficult tasks and have a wide range of experiences. 
Students should also be encouraged to question things which prevent them developing into confident 
adults – particularly lack of aspiration and unfair discrimination. It is important for adults and older 
students in the school to act as role models for younger students.  
 
Social and Emotional Aspects of Learning (SEAL)   
PSHE deals with the Social and Emotional Aspects of Learning (SEAL), also known as SEBS; Social and 
Emotional Behaviour.  SEAL is a formalised method of developing confidence in students, a positive 
attitude to school, and in the process, helping them to improve their emotional well-being. If the whole 
school is involved, then a climate can be created which multiplies the effectiveness of the efforts of the 
PSHE teacher and others promoting the individual skills within this course.  Students with emotional and 
behaviour problems will forge better relationships with other people, be able to resolve conflicts more 
easily, be better communicators, and be motivated, successful scholars.  Much of what is learned at 
school is academic, and some people are naturally brighter than others, but there is no test for emotional 
ability. Everyone has the potential to make a good job of their lives. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Key processes 
 

 Critical thinking and enquiry  
 Advocacy and representation 
 Taking informed and responsible action 
 Making a difference 
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Guest speakers 
This academic year, Citizenship and PSHE continues to provide opportunities to work with multi agency 
groups from outside school.  Guest speakers in school this year include Cheshire West and Chester 
Council’s Road Safety Unit; Local City Magistrates; Financial experts; Health and Relationship 
consultants; Youth Parliament Representatives.  One further point to mention is the development of our 

RAF Combined cadet force (CCF) giving students the opportunities to develop and to take their place in 
society as responsible citizens, who not only learn about citizenship but become active citizens taking 
an active role in their community. 
 
With the help and support of multi-agency groups in the community, this list continues to grow.   There are 
also Citizenship and PSHE events and activities taking place throughout the school organised by teachers, 
members of the Leadership Group and the Head Boy and Head Girl team. Certain elements of Citizenship 
& PSHE are also included in other subject areas, particularly in English, Geography, History and Core 
Religious Education.  
 
Resources 
Citizenship uses work material equivalent to the AQA Citizenship Studies specification for GCSE. This 
specification provides an ideal framework to deliver and assess the Key Stage 4 Programme of Study.  It 
has been designed to broaden student awareness, develop thinking and functional skills, and extend 
curriculum and Citizenship & PSHE programmes.  It has also been designed as appropriate for the full 
ability range to increase candidates’ GCSE scores across the curriculum.  This programme will prove to be 
worthwhile and interesting for students from a variety of backgrounds and ages.  It will focus on 
contemporary issues, encourage thinking across specialist subjects, employ a range of techniques to 
assess different skills, and prove to be a useful preparation for further education, work and life in general.   

 
Citizenship & PSHE Vision  

 To transform Citizenship & PSHE into a digitally contemporary visual subject with a global perspective 

 To re-conceptualise active citizenship using a memorable  format unique to CHS and known as the 
three Cs: campaigning, celebration & commemoration 

 To elevate and showcase active citizenship 

 To develop in students the employability associated with being able to present, articulate and 
persuade 

 To innovate in citizenship on a level with national significance 
 

The Format 

 PSHE & Citizenship will be approached through the 3 Cs: campaigning, celebration & commemoration 

 Students will study long term projects which last approximately 10 weeks 

 In Years 10 & 11, projects conclude with a high stakes showcase and presentation involving exhibited 
outcomes alongside digital and digital-verbal presentations 

 There will also be intervention classes for critical students (e.g. 10 week Careers programme strategy)  
 

Going Digital  

 This subject will support the CHS ICT strategy by requiring students to engage with visual culture in 
ways which include photography and the commercially complaint  ICT package Photoshop 

 This subject will support the CHS ICT strategy by requiring students to engage with software beyond 
that included Microsoft Office 

 This subject will support the CHS ICT strategy by requiring students to learn to compose visually 
coherent digital photographs through which to non-verbally celebrate, commemorate and campaign. 
 

The Name 

 Citizenship &  PSHE will now be called The World 

 This new name reflects our commitment to the breadth of our rebranded 3Cs subject 

 This new name will illustrate to students that they are citizens of the wider world. 
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INFORMATION COMMUNICATION TECHNOLOGY 
 

  Core Subject 
 

 
 
Teacher Contact:    Mrs N Farley 
 
In Year 9, students will start the BCS Level 2 ECDL Certificate in IT Application Skills (QCF) which 
consists of 4 modules of the, perhaps more familiar, ECDL qualification.  The ECDL has been consistently 
placed in the top 10 of ICT qualifications rated by employers and the new schools version comprises of 4 
units which have been selected to develop students’ IT skills in areas which can be used to complement 
their other GCSE subjects.  The final award is considered to be the equivalent of a GCSE and can be used 
to contribute to the full ECDL qualification at a later date, either within school or with another recognised 
provider.   
 
The course is structured as shown below: 
 

Word Processing 
 

Examination Winter Term 2017/18 (Year 10) 

Presentations 
 

Examination Summer Term 2018 (Year 10) 

Spreadsheets 
 

Examination Winter Term 2018/19 (Year 11) 
 

Improving productivity Examination Winter Term 2018/19 (Year 11) 
 

 
 
All the units are assessed using a computer based testing system during Core ICT lessons, which will be 
completed at certain times throughout the two years and students are informed immediately of their result.  
Students need to pass all units to be awarded the qualification and a pass mark of 75% is required in each 
unit with the exception of Improving Productivity, which has a pass mark of 55% as this is a synoptic unit. 
 
The overall % for the course is then calculated and it is on this that a final grade will be awarded. 
 
After completing the 4 units, students will be awarded the final qualification which will be graded as 
follows: 
 

Grade 
Distinction* 

(A*) 
Distinction 

(A) 
Merit 
(B) 

Pass 
(C) 

Marks 85% 80% 75% 70% 
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RELIGIOUS EDUCATION   
 

        Core Subject 
 
 

Teacher Contact:  Ms L Hayden 

 
In Core Religious Education the following topics will be studied from the viewpoint of Christianity and 
Islam: 

 Christian and Muslim beliefs e.g. Is there Life after Death? 

 The Value of Human Life (Medical Ethics) 

 Relationships e.g. Is Marriage important? 

 Crime and Punishment 

 The Problem of Evil, Suffering and War e.g. Is there ever a Just War? 
 

There will be an introduction to the religion of Buddhism and a topic on Science, Atheism and Humanism. 
The main emphasis of the course is on discussion and group work and there may be visiting speakers.  
Students will develop their knowledge, understanding and evaluation skills. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

PHYSICAL EDUCATION   
 

      Core Subject 
 
Teacher Contact:  Mr C Horrocks 
 
 
In Core PE, students will participate in a variety of sports and activities utilising and developing a range of 
skills and abilities. In Years 10 & 11, the emphasis is more on participation for enjoyment, encouraging 
students to take part in activities which will enable them to lead an active, healthy lifestyle when they leave 
school. Students play a lead role in lessons, organising groups and activities.  
 

 
 

 


