
PATHWAY  is the name for everything we offer at Christleton to prepare students  
for their future world of work.

CHOOSING YOUR OPTIONS for Years 10 and 11 is a really important step in 
determining your pathway to future employment.

The subjects and qualifications you study during Years 10 and 11 will affect how you 
spend your time during your next two years at school.  It could also help set you up 
for the career or college course you want later on.

At the age of 16 you could be:
• at college following a vocational course or diploma

• in the sixth form studying A-levels

•  based in a place of employment with accredited training, or following an 
apprenticeship scheme.

All of these should lead you to a rewarding career and a secure working future if 
you make sensible choices.

This pack is designed to help you make the best decision about the subject 
combination that is right for you and your future.

We hope that you have taken the opportunity to view the various podcasts 
available which tell you all about the different subjects on offer at GCSE.   You can 
also use the ‘Search’ facility through U-Explore (www.u-explore.com) to find out 
all about the Related Job Roles that different subjects can lead to.

Once you have seen these and spoken with the relevant teachers about their 
subjects and of course your parent or guardian, then it’s time for you to make 
your decision.

Do you know what PATHWAY 
you wish to take…?



 All you need to do now is scan the QR code (given here) into your smart phone, 
which will open up the options page, where you will be asked to give your full 
name and form and then make your choices.   

You can also access the options page by using the link below:

http://tinyurl.com/kcr9hye
Alternatively, if you do not have this facility, Option Forms are available from 
Student Reception.  If you choose to use this form, please complete and return it 
to Student Reception by the deadline of Tuesday 24th January 2017.



Teacher Contact: Mrs R Pritchard

All students are welcome to study Fine Art at GCSE. 
This is a course offering exciting possibilities for students 
with various artistic interests including drawing, painting, digital and
mixed media. It is about developing skills, exploring ideas creatively 
and seeing things in a variety of alternative ways. The subject requires 
commitment and the department makes a provision for very able students. 

After opting for Art and making an initial start on the GCSE course, there will be 
an opportunity to consider whether students’ strengths and interests lie in their 
existing experience of Fine Art or in a more digital Graphics course. Whilst the 
breadth of Fine Art is the most suitable course for the majority of artists, we will 
consider entering some students for Graphics on an individual basis. There will be 
no obligation for a student to take Graphics and students whose preferences are 
for drawing, painting and making will be able to continue developing these skills in
our popular, ongoing Fine Art course. Both Fine Art and Graphics can include 
photography and students who are interested in photography will be able to develop 
experience of this medium in their learning.

Art 
and Design

ART & 
DESIGN: 
FINE ART
(GCSE Single Award)



Assessment Objectives
The four equally important areas in which students’ art is assessed for this 
course are:

• Developing ideas (analysing and evaluating art, craft and artefacts).

•	 Refining	ideas	(experimenting	and	selecting	media	and	resources).

• Recording ideas e.g. drawing and painting.

•	 Making	a	personal	response	e.g.	a	complete	project	including	final		 	
 drawings, paintings, or photographs.

More information is available from all of the Art staff.
This	is	a	very	exciting	and	enriching	subject	and	is	a	brilliant	start	for	careers	
and future study involving ideas and original thought! Careers in the creative 
industries	include	museum	and	gallery	curation,	the	media,	graphic	design,	

architecture,	fashion	and	more.

Joining	us	for	GCSE	will	mean	you	are	a	part	of	the	CHS	Senior	Art	
Community. 

Coursework
60% of the marks for all GCSE Art courses are for the coursework portfolio unit 
which includes investigational preparatory work and final pieces. This part of 
the course is set by teachers, marked by teachers and moderated externally.  
Home learning is an important feature of the course, as is keeping to deadlines.  
Students must take pride in, and look after their work carefully.  For this reason, 
everyone who embarks on the GCSE Art course will be expected to have a folder 
as indicated by their teacher.

Examination
40% of the marks for all GCSE Art courses are for the controlled assessment 
(examination project) taken at the end of the course in Year 11.  This involves 
a ten hour practical exam after a period of preparation. This part of the GCSE 
course is set by AQA, marked by teachers and moderated externally.



Teacher Contact: Mr C. Horrocks

The BTEC Level 2 Tech Award in Sports 
Leadership (equivalent to one GCSE) is an exciting 
new course starting in September 2017 across England with 
a focus on four main areas: 1. Development of skills required to lead 
sports activities 2. Processes that underpin effective planning and leading a 
sports activity session 3. Attitudes and aptitudes that are considered most 
important in Sports Leadership 4. Knowledge that underpins effective use 
of skills, processes and attitudes in Sports Leadership. The course delivery will 
mainly be practically based with students having the opportunities to develop 
and understand leadership across a variety of sports and activities. Additionally, 
students will have the opportunity to gain National Governing Body Awards 
across a range of sports (e.g. Basketball Coaching Award) and work with a variety 
of people in and outside of school.

Assessment:
Component 1 – Understanding Sports Leadership
 30% of the overall grade – Internal assessment – assignment based
Content overview:
1.  Leadership roles and responsibilities
2. Types of leadership styles
3. Components of fitness for team and individual sports
4. Training methods to improve components of fitness

Sports 
Leadership 
(BTEC Level 2 
Tech Award)



Component 2 – Developing Sports Leadership Skills
30% of the overall grade – Internal assessment – assignment based 
Content overview:

1. Components of a sports activity session
2. Leadership skills and qualities
3. Improving participants’ sporting techniques

Component 3 – Planning and Leading a Sports Activity
40% of the overall grade – External assessment

• Plan and justify a sporting activity session
• Plan and lead a sports session

Content overview:
1. Session planning for a sports activity
2. Risk assessing a sports activity session
3. Delivering a sports activity session

Who is this course suited to?
• Anyone with a genuine interest in gaining knowledge and understanding of   

all aspects of sports and leadership
• Anyone who is interested in developing their leadership skills
• Anyone who likes to learn in a practical environment



Teacher Contact: Mrs R. Bradley

At Christleton High School, all students study French with 
either German or Spanish throughout Years 7 and 8.  In Year 9, 
all students continue with French and many opt to continue with their 
second language.  In Key Stage 4, students are offered the opportunity to 
continue with one or both of their languages.  Students may only opt to continue 
with a language at Key Stage 4, if they have studied that language in Year 9.

Thanks to new technology and improved travel and communications, the world 
has become a much smaller place.  It is crucial therefore, that we understand 
each other.  A qualification in a Modern Foreign Language is becoming 
increasingly beneficial, and can enhance your employment and mobility 
prospects particularly in a market where employers are looking for a workforce 
with the skills to contribute to a global business community.  

The study of Modern Foreign Languages can increase enjoyment of travel abroad 
and not only develops communication skills, but increases our understanding 
and appreciation of other cultures. To support the study of Modern Foreign 
Languages in Key Stage 4, we provide opportunities in all three languages for 
students to interact with the language and culture first hand, by working with 
native speakers and visitors from abroad.  Study visits to France, Germany and 
Spain are also offered.

Modern Foreign 
Languages 
French, German and Spanish 
(GCSE Single Award)



Students follow a GCSE course for French, German and Spanish.   
This course comprises of two examinations. The first is a speaking assessment 
which takes place in April-May of Year 11. It is conducted and recorded by 
the teacher and marked by the exam board. The exam lasts between 7 and 
12 minutes, depending on the tier of entry. The second assessment is an 
external examination in Listening, Reading and Writing to be taken at the  
end of the course in June of Year 11. Each of the four skills (listening,  
reading, speaking and writing) are equally weighted at 25%.

The course content is based around three broad contexts, each containing 
subtopics: 

• Identity and culture (Self, family & friends, Technology in everyday life,   
 Free time activities and Customs & festivals in target language-speaking   
 countries/communities)

• Local, national, international & global areas of interest (Home, town,   
 neighbourhood and region, Social issues, Global issues and Travel    
 and tourism)

• Current & future study and employment (my studies, life at school/  
 college, Education post-16 and Career choices and ambitions)

A GCSE in Modern Foreign Languages is compulsory in order to achieve the 
English Baccalaureate at the end of Year 11.

For more information please contact your MFL teacher.



Geography 
(GCSE Single Award)  

Why study Geography?
Today, more than ever before, we need to understand the Earth’s physical and 
human systems to help us avoid catastrophic climate change, conserve our 
precious resources and encourage sustainable development for communities.  
We need to understand our connections with other countries and people. If 
you enjoy fieldwork, investigating current issues and want to make sense of 
your physical and human surroundings, if you are looking for a subject that will 
develop your skills, knowledge and understanding of the world, then this could 
be the choice for YOU.

Geography is an option that counts towards the English  
Baccalaureate qualification.

How will Geography help me in the future?
Geography helps you develop skills; skills that employers are looking for.  Here are 
some you will use:

• Decision making  Understanding peoples’ feelings   Researching  

• Problem solving   Analysing maps and diagrams   Report writing   

• Investigating an issue  Co-operating with others   ICT aided learning 

Teacher contact: Miss C Hollis



What will I study?

The course is divided into three units: 

1. Living with the physical environment

Learn all about what to do in an earthquake 
or volcanic eruption in The Restless Earth. 

Understand about Coastal and River 
Landscapes and make decisions about how 
they should be managed. Discover which 
natural hazards pose major risks to people 
and what could happen if the sun stopped 
shining?

2. Challenges in the Human environment

Work as an urban planner in seeing how 
our Urban	Environments change and are 
managed.

Think sustainably about Globalisation and our 
changing Economic	World. Discover how to 
reduce the development gap.

3. Local Fieldwork Investigation

Be an enquirer on the two field trips by 
applying your practical skills investigating 
some of the above.

Use ICT skills and GIS to investigate issues 
and consider ALTERNATIVE FUTURES for 
our planet.

What do I have to do for the examination?

Examination Board:  AQA 

There are 3 exams which make up the 
GCSE.

Unit  1   1hour 30 minutes (35%)
  Living with the physical   
	 	 environment

Unit  2   1 hour 30 minutes exam (35%)
  Challenges	in	the	Human		 	
	 	 Environment

Unit 3  1 hour exam (30%)
  Geographical application
  Fieldwork and Geographical skills 

Field Trips

Geography is about studying real places 
and for that reason you will be able to attend 
two field trips, a compulsory element of 
the course.

You will investigate a geographical issue 
on the field trips and then use the data 
collected to answer your unit three exam. 

Interested?  Then please speak to a Geography teacher.



                     
What is GCSE Media Studies all about? 
In Britain it is almost impossible to avoid the media : TV or radio in every room in the 
house, home computers connected to the Internet, magazines and newspapers 
on the doormat, posters on the local bus shelter advertising the latest movies at 
the local multiplex.

In Media Studies we assess and analyse a range of different media products, 
across the worlds of radio, TV, film, new media and print. We investigate the larger 
businesses responsible for giving us our daily media fix, and the nature of media 
consumption by different audiences.

We also learn how the media tries to manipulate its audience through the use   
  of particular kinds of language, and we learn to use those tools for ourselves  
   in producing our own original media products.  

 

Media Studies 
(GCSE Single Award)

Teacher Contact: Mrs C Cutler



Unit 1  Examination - Exploring the media: 30%  
The focus of study in this exam will be how codes and conventions influence 
meaning in media products and how the ownership and control of the media 
effects media products.

Section A: Will focus on looking at Newspapers, Advertising and Marketing. 

Section B: Will focus on the study of ownership in Film and Video Games.

The exam will consist of an unseen text and answering questions on the text and 
wider issues related to the topics.

Unit 2: Examination - Understanding Media forms and products: 40% 

The focus of study in this exam will be deepening knowledge on media language 
and representation through the analysis of Television Crime Drama and Sitcom. 
There will also be a cross- media study into Music that focuses on Music Magazines, 
Music on social media and Music Video.

Unit 3:  Non-exam assessment (Coursework) - 30%

The coursework consists of responding to an exam board brief that will give 
students three options to choose from in individually creating a media product. The 
choices will be based around

• Television
• Advertising and marketing music 
• Advertising and marketing a new film 
• Creating a new magazine.

The Coursework will be internally marked and externally verified by the exam board.

GCSE	Media	Studies	is	not	a	course	designed	to	prepare	you	for	a	career	in	film-
making,	any	more	than	English	prepares	you	for	a	career	as	a	novelist.		Only	talent	
and	determination	will	win	you	that	prize.		It	is,	however,	a	fascinating	subject	that	
many	students	enjoy.	It	is	a	lot	of	work	but	also	a	lot	of	fun.



Triple Science: 
Option 

Who is this course aimed at?
This option will benefit those students who have a real interest in the Sciences 
and who are keen to take Science subjects at A Level. It is especially relevant to 
those already considering courses in Medicine, Engineering, Pure Science and 
allied subjects, either at Oxbridge or at other universities.

We would recommend that students would need to have achieved a good level 6 
at KS3, due to the rigorous nature of the course.

(Route 2)

Teacher Contact: Your Year 9 Science teacher. 

What is Triple Science?
Triple Science is available to those students who would benefit from studying 
extra, more advanced topics in Science. Students opting for Triple Science will 
take extra lessons in all three Sciences and will achieve 3 GCSE grades instead of 
the 2 GCSEs achieved by most students.

What does it involve?
Triple Science covers the same content as the Science and Additional Science 
courses, but with extra periods during the week to allow time for further content in 
the Triple Science course.  Students opting for this course will have 14 lessons of 
Science per fortnight.



Why study Triple Science?

Double Science (Route 1) is perfectly adequate preparation for A Level Science 
courses, but the extra lessons each week of the Triple Science course will provide 
an excellent foundation for studying Biology, Chemistry or Physics at A level.

All three Sciences are versatile and valuable qualifications with a wide range of 
possible higher education and career links. Any students interested in discussing 
the range of possible scientific careers should consult their Science Teacher or 
the Heads of the individual subjects.

How is it assessed?
Students will take written exams at the end of Year 11 – there is no longer a 
coursework component.



(GCSE)

Teacher Contact: Mrs L Lawson, Mr B McDonnell, Mr O Hall  

Computer Science 

“Learning to write programs stretches your mind, and helps you think better,  
creates a way of thinking about things that I think is helpful in all domains” 
     Bill Gates (Founder of Microsoft)

“The programmers of tomorrow are the wizards of the future. You’re going to
look like you have magic powers compared to everybody else.”   
 Gabe	Newell	(Founder	of	Valve	games)

Computing Technology continues to advance rapidly and the way that technology 
is consumed has also been changing at a fast pace over recent years. The growth 
in the use of mobile devices and web-related technologies has exploded, resulting 
in new challenges for employers and employees. Businesses today require an 
ever-increasing number of technologically-aware individuals; not just in the 
gaming, mobile and web-related industries but across a wide swath of different 
organisations. 

A qualification in Computer Science will give you the knowledge and understanding 
to develop solutions which will include programming.  You will also understand the 
hardware and software that is driving the technological changes in society today.  
This qualification develops a range of transferable skills such as logical thinking, 
problem solving and critical analysis which are vital skills in so many roles today.

What is GCSE Computer Science?

GCSE Computer Science develops your understanding of current and emerging 
technologies, how they work and applying this knowledge and understanding in a 
range of contexts. You will be using programming languages to design, write and 
test computer programs to solve specific problems.

Head of Department: Mrs N Farley



Why should I study GCSE Computer Science?

Most students already know how to use a wide range of programs on computers.  
GCSE Computer Science will introduce you to what goes on ‘behind the scenes’, 
enabling you to understand how the computer actually works when a program is 
running.  GCSE Computer Science is excellent preparation for A Level Computer 
Science.  There is a growing demand for technically literate people across a range 
of industries. 

Topics Covered in GCSE Computer Science 

Component 01 - Computer Systems
The first component is an exam focused on computer systems which covers 
the physical elements of computer science and the associated theory. Topics 
covered include: Systems architecture, memory, storage, networks including 
topologies, protocols and layers, network security, systems software and moral, 
social, legal, cultural and environmental concerns.

Component 02 - Computational Thinking, Algorithms 
and Programming
This component is focused on the core theory of computer science and the 
application of computer science principles. Topics covered include: Language 
translators and facilities of different languages, algorithm, high and low-level 
programming, computational logic and data representation.

Component 03 - Programming Project (non-exam assessment)
This component is the non-exam assessment where you will be challenged 
by a range of exciting and engaging tasks to apply the knowledge and skills 
you have learned.  Topics covered will include: Programming techniques, 
design, development, effectiveness and efficiency, technical understanding, 
testing, evaluation and conclusions. 

What will I learn about?



What programming languages will I learn?
You will primarily learn Python but will encounter a range of other languages.

How will I be assessed?
The GCSE Computer Science follows a new curriculum for teaching from 2016, 
and candidates will receive a grade on the new scale from 9-1 (9 being highest)

There are 3 different assessments:

What? % of grade When?

Component 1 - Written Paper (90 minutes) 40% End of Year 11

Component 2 – Written Paper (90 minutes) 40% End of Year 11

Programming Project (20+ hours) 20% During Year 11

How much homework will I have?
Homework will be set 1-2 times per fortnight. It may include written work 
submitted online or programming challenges.

What type of student will enjoy GCSE Computing?
You will be a confident mathematician who enjoys logical thinking and 
problem solving activities.  You will have a keen attention to detail with strong 
resilience when faced with tough challenges. You will likely enjoy subjects like 
Maths, Science, and Technology and will have enjoyed topics like Scratch and 
Binary in your ICT lessons. You will be organised and be able to plan your time 
effectively for the programming project. For more information you might like 
to visit: 

http://ocr.org.uk/qualifications/gcse-computer-science-j276-from-2016/





Learning 
For Work 

Research shows that employers want students with a positive attitude and 
wider employability skills to succeed in the workplace.  These employability skills 
include: communication skills, numeracy skills, team working, problem solving and 
independence.

Learning For Work helps to develop these skills
The aims of the Learning For Work course are:

• To improve and develop student employability skills

• To undertake qualifications which are suited to and     
 support the potential of each student

• To explore a variety of work-related issues which     
 directly benefit future employability and knowledge of     
 the world of work

• To gain a real experience in the world of work in practical areas    
 such as Agriculture, Animal Care, Construction, Equine, Hairdressing or  
 Motor Vehicle Maintenance.

What will I study?
A.	Core	Subjects:  English, Maths and Science (to GCSE Level)
  PE, RS, ICT and PSHCE (various qualifications available with  
  GCSE equivalence)

B.	Two	Optional	Subjects:  Free choice; see list in the Pathways booklet,
   Available on the school website.

C.	Vocational	Subjects:	      

ICT Industry Recognised Qualification that is equivalent to a GCSE. You will 
also participate in the Young Enterprise Programme where you will have the 
opportunity to work alongside business mentors to run your own private limited 
company.  You will be expected to work in a team and develop a business plan and 
manufacture a product you will sell and develop key employability skills.  In addition, 
you will participate in the national Young Enterprise Competition where you will 
present your learning experience to compete against other schools around the 
country.



D. Extended Work or College Placement: a full or half day placement once a 
week, based on student preference and future plans. The college placement usually 
offers a choice of Agriculture, Animal Care, Construction, Equine, or Motor Vehicle 
Maintenance.

Who is it for?
Students who want a Key Stage 4 that is different, practical and work-based, with less 
emphasis on written examinations.

How will I learn?
A wide range of different types of learning will take place, determined by the unit being 
studied, involving students working individually and in groups. There will be practical 
work and ICT based tasks, discussions and presentations, designing, drawing and 
making things….in fact all the things you may have to do when you get a job!

What about the Work Placement?
All students in Key Stage 4 complete a one-week work placement. However, if you 
choose this Learning For Work Pathway, you will also complete an extended	work	or	
college	placement on one day per week.

Where does it all lead?
After completing this pathway, you will have developed a good range of practical 
skills in a work area in which you are really interested, thus enabling you to move 
onto routes such as college or an apprenticeship.

Interested?
If you want to discuss this further, please see Mr A Francis

francisa@christletonhigh.co.uk 



Religious Studies 
(GCSE Single Award)

Teacher Contact: Ms L Hayden   
AQA	Religious	Studies	A

This is a GCSE course which focuses on issues, beliefs and life today.  As such, it 
is a course with relevance to a wide variety of careers, such as Law, Medicine and 
Journalism.

This course aims to promote an enquiring, critical and sympathetic approach to 
the study of religion and its responses to moral issues.  It is suitable for candidates 
who have any religious faith or for those who have none. For both sections of the 
course students will study the religion of Christianity and Islam.

There are two sections to the course:

Religion and Ethics
• Religion and life e.g. should euthanasia be made legal?

• Religion, peace and conflict e.g. terrorism and religious     
 attitudes to nuclear weapons.

• Religion, crime and punishment e.g. should the death     
 penalty be reintroduced?

• Relationships and families e.g. religious attitudes     
 towards heterosexual and homosexual relationships.

Religious Beliefs, Teachings and Practices
• Key Beliefs e.g. is there life after death and will we be judged    
 when we die?

• Key Teachings e.g. what is the consequence of sin?

• Key Practices e.g. the response of religion to poverty through    
 organisations such as Tearfund.

Candidates will develop knowledge and understanding of these topics. They will 
be able to express their own opinion as well as investigating Christian views and 
the views of Islam.



• Knowledge and Understanding Skills

• Evaluation Skills - the ability to present 
 a reasoned argument.

SKILLS:  Students will develop 

Why	study	Religious	Studies?

Religious Studies helps you develop the skills that many employers are looking 
for, as well as being an academic subject, which is accepted by universities, 
whatever you may go on to study.

ASSESSMENT: 2 written papers of 1 hour 45 minutes  

Will	I	enjoy	this	course?

Yes, if you enjoy discussion, activities using the interactive whiteboard, videos, 
projects etc. The course usually involves visiting speakers, such as Billy McCurrie 
and a speaker from Claire House Children’s Hospice. The best way to find  
out is to ask your teacher or people you know who are studying GCSE 

Religious Studies!

Although RS is not an EBacc subject, it is accepted by the prestigious Russell 
Group of Universities as equally suitable preparation for a university course.



 
Performance Arts
(GCSE Double Award)

Subject Teachers: Mrs de Winton, Mr Ralphson, Mr Phillips  
Did you know that...
•  More people in the UK visit the theatre every year than go to football matches?

• Music requires skills used in pretty much every other subject area?

•  Dramatists tackle every aspect of human existence? To study the performing 
arts you must be a psychologist, a detective, a historian, a philosopher, a 
sociologist, an artist, a collaborator, a motivator, a scientist …

•  Music Technology involves using computers, microphones, mixing desks and 
other exciting ways to create and manipulate music?

• You are gaining two GCSEs whilst using only one of your option choices?

You should…
• be full of energy, ideas and enthusiasm

• be interested in working in a fast paced, quick thinking and    
 creative environment

• want to excel in TWO Performance	Arts, pushing your    
 performance skills to the maximum

• respond creatively to challenges

• be a strong team worker who can collaborate successfully to   
 meet deadlines

Aims of the course:
Depending on which two strands you choose, your courses will:
•   Give you opportunities to perform, compose and improvise, whether to your 

classmates, your Year group, or the general public, including parents

• Build on your confidence and self-expression

• Introduce you to a wide range of material led by your own skills and tastes. This might  
 include creating, studying and performing material across the disciplines of  Drama,  
 Music, Dance & Technical Theatre, recording music of your own choice

• Allow you to work creatively and co-operatively with a wide range of people

• Give you the opportunity to go to see live performances

• Develop your leadership skills and your ability to harness the talents of the group   
 you are working with

• Develop your listening skills and the ability to take others’ ideas and add to them

• Offer you a well-balanced, yet diverse, experience of TWO	disciplines.

(Comprising any TWO STRANDS from Music, 
Drama, Performing Arts or Music Technology)



Performance	 Arts complement a range of subjects and are 
useful in building confidence and improving presentation skills 
in a range of careers. Previous students have gone on to study 
a diverse range of courses at university such as: Journalism and 
Broadcasting, Psychology, Law, Politics, Philosophy, Media and 
Primary Education as well as Acting, Music, Studio Production, 
Dance and Theatre Studies.

 Thinking ahead… 
What could I do next with Performance Arts?

•  Using your discipline: actor, musician, studio engineer, music producer, 
composer, dancer, director, stand-up comedian, set designer, lighting 
technician, stage manager, playwright…

• Using the skills you develop: lawyer, manager, Chief Executive, artist, sales  
 person, marketing executive, advertising, entrepreneur, designer…

And further ahead…What career options are open to me?



Design &   
Technology 
(GCSE)

Teacher Contact: Mrs H J Kelly  
In GCSE Design and Technology (D&T) you will have opportunities to develop 
your designing and making skills, along with your knowledge and 
understanding, in order to create solutions to challenging design 
problems.   

Key activities will include:
• Prototype development 
• Focused practical tasks
• Product analysis 
• Materials and components analysis
• Investigation of current design issues

You will be able to develop your communication skills, thinking skills 
and ability to solve design problems.

D&T prepares you for tomorrow’s rapidly changing technologies. You will learn to 
think and intervene creatively to improve quality of life. The subject calls for you to 
become autonomous and creative problem solvers, as individuals and members 
of a team.

You must look for needs, wants and opportunities and respond to them by 
developing a range of ideas and making products and systems. You will combine 
practical skills with an understanding of aesthetics, social and environmental 
issues, function and industrial practices. As you do so, you will reflect on and 
evaluate present and past designs, their uses and effects, through which you can 
become discriminating and informed users and innovators of products.



The D&T GCSE course has a non-examined assessment (NEA 50%) and a written 
examination worth 50%.  The NEA consists of a single design and make activity 
after investigating a contextual challenge set by the exam board. Students 
will then investigate, design, manufacture and test a solution to the contextual 
challenge.

The GCSE will enable you to design and manufacture using the materials, 
processes and skills you have worked with in all areas of D&T from Years 7 to 
9.  These include woods, metals, plastics, textiles, electronic components, 
composites, papers and boards.  You will not be limited to a particular material 
group when designing but you will not have to use them all.  To enable you to be 
successful in your design work, you will learn about all materials groups 
through both written and practical lessons.

Please note: Students of GCSE Design and Technology must be 
aware that they will be expected to provide some of the materials 
needed for their final NEA.  



Food Preparation 
And Nutrition 
(GCSE)

Teacher Contact: Mrs H J Kelly  
This is a brand new and exciting course which has 
more practical content that the current GCSE DT 
Food.  It has the emphasis on food preparation 
skills rather than designing foods.  The majority of 
the course should be taught through practical work 
as has been the case in your KS3 lessons.  It allows 
the opportunity for food investigations, experiments, 
research and practicals.  You will be asked to provide some 
ingredients for dishes which you will take home but school 
provides ingredients for experiments and taste panels.

What will you learn? 
The whole course is based around food preparation 
skills in relation to the areas below:

•  Food, nutrition and health 

•  Food science 

• Food safety 

• Food choice 

• Food provenance (where food comes from)



How will the course be assessed? 
EXAM:  Food Preparation and Nutrition   50% of GCSE

Theory for the exam will be taught in Year 10, applied in Year 11 
and examined at the end of Year 11.  You will have one written 
exam (1hr 45 mins) to test your knowledge of food preparation 
and nutrition from the sections above.  There will be multiple 
choice questions (20 marks) and then five questions each 
based on the five areas listed above (80 marks). 

COURSEWORK Task 1: Food Investigation 15% of GCSE

You will complete a practical investigation into the working 
characteristics and functional and chemical properties of a 
given ingredient or food product.   You will complete a written or 
electronic report (1,500–2,000 words) including photographic 
evidence of the practical investigation. School provides 
ingredients for most food investigations and experiments. This 
investigation will be completed in the autumn term of Year 11.

COURSEWORK Task 2: Food Preparation Assessment 35%  of GCSE

Over a few weeks you will plan, prepare, cook and present food related to a special 
diet, a lifestyle or a culture. You will then prepare, cook and present a final menu of 
three dishes of your choice within a three hour session and you will have planned 
in advance how this will be achieved. You will complete a written or electronic 
portfolio including photographic evidence.  Students on this course will be 
expected to provide ingredients for approximately one practical per week.  This 
assessment will be completed in the spring term of Year 11.

Why study this course?

This course not only develops knowledge and understanding of food and 
food preparation. You will develop highly desirable skills in time management, 
organisation and analysis which are transferable skills to all areas of work. You will 
also enjoy cooking a wide variety of foods and becoming a confident young chef.  



Head of Department: Mrs N Farley                 
Teacher contacts: Mrs N Farley, Mr D Jones, Mrs E John, Mr I Evans
Do you recognise these people?

They all established successful businesses – Virgin, Richer Sounds,   
The Body Shop, Dyson, Last Minute. Com and Microsoft.

Can you match the right name to the right business? Julian Richer, Martha  
Lane-Fox, Richard Branson, James Dyson, Anita Roddick and Bill Gates. 

The mystery person in the middle?……..…that could be you!

Business 
Studies 

Business is all around us. You are part of it – a customer, an employee, possibly 
an investor through your savings, or having an interest in your parents’ links 
with businesses. Studying Business Studies will allow you to play your part in the 
economy more effectively, become more informed as a customer, act more 
wisely as an investor and be sharper as a possible entrepreneur or business 
executive. Business Studies will refine your decision making and allow you to take 
more control when you deal with businesses or think about starting a business.  



You may already feel that you have a good idea of what business is about. 
Firms undertake some kind of activity and employ people. They may produce 
something or provide a service; they then have to advertise to persuade their 
customers to buy it. The price the customer pays allows firms to cover their 
costs and make a profit. If you decide to study Business Studies, you will need 
to look at all of these issues and many more besides. 

You can choose from two different Business Studies courses, 
the traditional GCSE or the industry recognised BTEC.

 



Teacher Contact: Mrs N Farley

Business 
Studies (GCSE)

Business Studies is an exciting and fast moving 
subject that looks at the way in which businesses 
operate to satisfy customers and make profits for 
investors. You will be shown how business decisions 
are made and have the opportunity to practice your   
own business decision-making in the context of a variety of simulated business 
situations. How would you set the price for a new games console? How would 
you raise the capital finance to start your own business? How can a new product 
be protected? Which businesses provide good investment opportunities? Your 
business decision-making skills will gradually be improved and you will begin to 
understand business articles in newspapers, assess business opportunities  
for yourself and discover a whole new area of study and possible careers for  
the future.

What do lessons include? 

Very often a business event reported in the news can be used to illustrate the 
topic being taught, for example company takeovers or the launch of a new 
product, with lively lessons, relevant to what is happening in the world now. 
Your interest in the understanding of the business news will improve. You will 
be able to study and discuss major business decisions that are taking place in 
real companies and gain an understanding of the responsibilities involved in 
driving a large company. As important business news is announced, perhaps 
a change in interest rates or a dramatic change in the stock market prices, we 
pause from the current topic to consider the business impact of the latest 
news. Your thoughts on what a particular business ought to do to tackle its 
current problems are encouraged and discussed.

The course is based on three elements: Marketing and Enterprise
To be successful, businesses must sell their product, which means persuading 
you and me to buy their goods and services. Why did LastMinute.com succeed 
when so many other dotcoms did not? Why does the Virgin name seem to be 
everywhere…..cola, finance, planes, mobile ‘phones…?



Business and People 

In this unit you will look at how businesses recruit and 
select new staff, how does Julian Richer motivate 
and pay his staff? You will also examine the role of 
trade unions and employment law in protecting the 
interests of staff.

Production, Finance and the External Environment

All businesses need money; this unit of work examines how they raise money and 
how they keep track of money in the business. How does the Body Shop raise 
finance for further expansion? You will also examine how a product is made, the 
costs involved in making a product and the issues of quality and efficiency are 
dealt with. How is a Dyson so radically different from other vacuum cleaners?

Assessment
Business Studies is not an easy option. We will expect you to take an interest in the 
business world and in current affairs. There is a strong maths element	to	many	
of	the	modules,	for	example	accounting	and	finance	and	cost	control;	you	
therefore	need	to	be	good	at	and	comfortable	with	financial	calculations.

Theme 1
Investigating Small Business    
- Written examination worth 50% of final grade

Theme 2 
Building a Business     - 
Written exam worth 50% of final grade

Both papers will be assessed at the end of the 2 year 
course and consist of calculations, multiple choice, short 
answer and extended writing questions based around 
business case studies given in the paper.  

So, if you would like to know how Anita Roddick turned 
the Body Shop into a thriving franchise operation or 
how Richard Branson turned the Virgin group into one 
of Britain’s leading companies, choose GCSE Business 
Studies. 



Business 
Studies

BTEC qualifications are particular types of work-related qualifications, available in 
a wide range of subjects.  You can study one if you are interested in learning more 
about a particular sector or industry. Many have been designed in collaboration 
with industry, so they can equip you with the skills and knowledge that employers 
are looking for. The qualifications offer a mix of theory and practice, and can also 
include an element of work experience. 

The	BTEC	First	Award	is	worth	1	GCSE	at	A*-	C	standard,	with	5	lessons		
per fortnight

Successful completion of the BTEC First Award qualification can lead to progress 
into employment and further study through a variety of pathways, for example 
– further BTEC qualifications such as the BTEC Level 3 Certificates or Level 3 
Diplomas (A-level equivalent) or through the more traditional route of A-levels 
and Degrees.

At some stage, most people will work in a business and if you choose to study a 
BTEC, you will be finding answers to lots of business questions that 

you may have, such as, how do Primark manage to sell their 
clothes so cheaply and how do Microsoft persuade  

us to pay twice as much as we should for the  
new X-box?

(BTEC First Award)

Teacher Contact: Mrs N Farley



What do lessons include? 
BTEC qualifications are ‘vocational’ courses; they 
are designed to integrate the working world 
into academic study.   Everything learned in 
the classroom is based on real businesses 
and real business situations - a very practical, 
hands-on course. Various industry visits will be 
incorporated throughout the course with visiting 
entrepreneurial speakers. You are expected to 
take a lot of responsibility for your own learning and 
production of portfolio evidence.  Use of IT is very 
important as portfolio evidence can take a number 
of formats, formal written reports, power point 
presentations, displays, presentations, posters, even video.

Assessment 

3 out of 4 units are internally assessed and moderated.  Evidence is generated 
through a range of diverse activities.  Learners receive feedback on their 
progress throughout the course as they provide evidence towards the 
grading criteria.  If this style of assessment suits you and you have good time 
management skills essential for meeting regular coursework deadlines, a 
vocational course may be for you. 

Take your first steps in starting your own business!!

The course is delivered through four units; two core units, and two 
preselected units.

Core Units:   Unit 1: Enterprise in the Business World (Portfolio assessed) 30GLH
  Unit 2: Finance for Business (Externally assessed Examination) 30GLH

Non-Core  Unit 3: Promoting a Brand (Portfolio assessed) 30GLH

  Unit 8: Recruitment, Selection and Employment    
  (Portfolio assessed) 30GLH



Teacher Contact: Ms S St. Clair and Mrs A Williams 

Health 
& Social Care 
(BTEC Tech Award)  

Why study this course?
Health and Social Care is an essential course to study for those students who 
have the ambition to become:

Midwives 
Social	Workers
Occupational	Therapists	
Physiotherapists
Sport	and	Exercise	Coaches
Nursery	Workers

It is also an excellent course for students interested in Sociology, Criminology, and 
Social Policy at University. 

The BTEC Tech Award in Health and Social Care is an engaging new course 
specifically designed to be practical in order to equip you for a career in the Health 
and Social Care sector. The course can be taken alongside GCSEs (and is the 
same size as a GCSE). The change in course has been made to give you a taste of 
what the Health and Social Care sector is like, as well as the skills and confidence 
to succeed in your next steps and to explore your potential careers…



How does the course work?

The course comprises of three complimenting units:

1. Human Lifespan Development (30%)
The aim of this unit is to understand how we as humans grow and develop 
throughout our lives.
The unit will consist of internally assessed assignments. 

2. Health and Social Care Services and Values (30%)
The aim of this unit is to get to know how the Health and Social Care sector works 
and the care values that underpin it. 
The unit will consist of internally assessed assignments.  

3. Health and Wellbeing
The aim of this unit is to help to improve someone’s health and wellbeing.
This unit will consist of an externally assessed task.

Each unit will encourage you to carry out research, visit places of work and get 
involved! The coursework helps to develop independent learning, planning 
and organisational skills.In Year 11 you are encouraged to carry out your work 
placement in a Health and Social Care setting because the research and 
experience is valuable to completing the coursework to a high standard.

This is a Level 2 course equivalent to one GCSE

What skills are needed to be successful?
• You will need to be enthusiastic, committed and hard-working.

• You will need to enjoy carrying out independent research and   
completing coursework.

• You will need to meet all deadlines.  



History  
(GCSE Single Award)

Teacher Contact: Mrs J O’Hare

What’s the most interesting thing in 
 the world? Isn’t it people - real people?
  Well that’s what History is about.

Why study History at GCSE?
Anyone who studies History can see how people learn from others, make an 
impact on their societies and look beyond the obvious to reach conclusions. 
History provides many valuable skills essential for a whole variety of occupations 
from law to business.  It also allows students to investigate many different 
aspects of the past that they will find interesting and which are still relevant in 
today’s world.

What qualities are required to be successful in History?
If you have an enquiring mind and naturally enjoy asking questions about events 
and people in the past, then History may be the correct GCSE choice for you!  
Having a good standard of written communication will help you succeed at GCSE 
History, as well as the resilience to rise to the challenges faced by historians 
when studying the past. If you have shown skills in Year 9 History of writing 
detailed explanations of the past and working with evidence to understand 
aspects of the subject, then you will be well-suited to our GCSE course. 

What skills will be developed through studying History?

There are many skills developed in this subject. They include the following:

Communication:	  To develop clear, well-structured arguments through   
  written work, discussion and debate

Interpretation:  To understand and appreciate different points of view

Investigation: To research, analyse and present information effectively



Students will follow the Edexcel GCSE Syllabus over the two-year course, taking 
three exams.

What is studied in GCSE History?

Paper 1
Thematic Study:
Medicine Through Time  
C1250 – present day
This unit also includes a study 
of surgery and treatment 
during WW1

Paper 2
Period Study:  
Super power relations and 
the cold war 1941-91
British Depth Study:
Early Elizabethan England
1558 - 1588

Paper 3
Modern Depth Study
Russia & the Soviet 
Union1914-41

Interested?  Then come and speak to a History Teacher.

History is one of the options that counts towards the 
English Baccalaureate qualification.


