
 

 

 



 

BTECs “Mythbuster” – what are they really all about? 
  

1. Why did you choose to study a BTEC instead of another A-level? 

Jason: "What made me study a BTEC was that it involved more practical work and business related topics. 

I want to be an entrepreneur and BTECs allowed me the time to work with businesses and gain valuable 

work experience...” 

 

2. Are there any other benefits to choosing a BTEC? 

Ellie: "I think universities and employers appreciate students with a BTEC, because they have so many 

practical skills. They have independent learning skills as well as exam technique, as all new BTECs have 

an external exam element in them. Plus BTECs are really good for entrepreneurs, as they give you lots of 

chances to get your ideas across – a few of my friends have even started their own businesses." 

 

What do Careers Advisers Say about BTECs?  

   

"Students have the opportunity to take a BTEC alongside 

A-level qualifications. They give a student a balance 

between qualifications assessed by exams and 

qualifications assessed by coursework. They are a more 

practical qualification which can test and develop a 

student’s employability skills – time management, 

communication, problem solving and planning, as well as 

academic skills like research and independent study, 

which are required for university." 

"Yes, students with BTECs are able to apply to university 

(although they need to be level 3, i.e. A-level equivalent.) But they should make sure the university accepts 

them and check whether or not they need a mix with at least one A-level (some universities require this). 

Checking the university sites directly or looking via the UCAS site would be a sensible first move."  

 

 

How do employers feel about BTECs? 
 

"As is usual with employers, it depends on the company 

and the nature of the job. Broadly speaking I’d say that 

BTECs are well recognised by those career areas that 

have qualifications in them – for example you offer 

Health and Social Care at Christleton which is a well-

recognised route into careers in that sector." 

"Doing a BTEC rather than A-levels shouldn’t affect 

your chances of finding employment – it hasn’t stopped 

any of our students getting a job (although our students 

study BTECs in combination with A-levels). With careers in fields such as IT, a BTEC may be particularly 

desirable, as they are very hands-on. Plus, since BTECs have been around in some form for more than 30 

years now, many employers may even have BTEC qualifications themselves." 

 



Can you get into university if you’re studying BTECs? 
 

What? University Guide to BTECs 2017 
 

More than 100,000 BTEC students apply to UK universities each year, and BTEC students can progress 

directly into the final year of more than 70% of degree programmes. 
 

Moving from BTECs to university study 
 

The main pathway by which BTECs can provide progression on to university degrees is BTEC level 3. This 

is the equivalent of studying A-levels and provides access to a degree programme in the first year. 

  

Do all universities accept BTECs? 
 

 Ninety-five per cent of universities and colleges in the 

UK accept BTEC students, including competitive 

universities from the Russell Group. In 2017, over a 

quarter of students accepted into higher education held 

at least one BTEC. 

 Nearly all universities accept BTECs in relevant subject 

areas, treating them as equivalent to A-level 

qualifications. 

 BTEC students can often be better prepared in terms of the independent studying that’s required at 

degree level, due to the portfolio-based nature of BTEC courses. The time management and self-

organisation you’ll pick up on a BTEC course can also give you an added edge. 

  

Things to consider if you’re taking BTECs 
 

BTEC students achieving good grades are just as sought after as students with good A-level results – 

here’s how to widen your options even further: 

 Take a close look at course entry requirements 

 It is important to research, as early as possible, what the entry requirements are for university courses 

you’re interested in; this way, if you need to do anything extra to fulfil the entry requirements, you have 

time to do so.  

 It’s a good idea to get in touch with the university directly if you’re not sure of their BTEC entry criteria. 

This can vary from one course to the next at a university and it’s always best to check if you’re unclear. 

 

Mention your practical experience on your personal 

statement 

 BTEC students have the experience of real-life 

practical tasks and work placements. This will set you aside 

from students studying A-levels, who don’t usually have this 

element as a part of their course. 

 For a subject such as health and social care, the work 

placements in areas such as childcare or healthcare settings 

can make for strong and well-rounded applications to courses 

including nursing, social work or health degrees.   
 

Your subject options are flexible 
 

 It’s also important to note that, as with A-levels, there are many transferable opportunities in terms of 

subjects – what you study at BTEC won’t necessarily dictate the exact subject you study at university. 

 For example, if you have studied for a BTEC in one subject area, you can apply for a different subject at 

university. E.g. studying a Business BTEC can lead on to degree programmes in Business 

Management, Accounting, Finance or Marketing & Advertising, to name just a few examples. 

http://university.which.co.uk/advice/choosing-a-course/what-is-the-russell-group


 

 

 

 

This table shows that BTEC and A level points in the UCAS (applying  

to universities) tariff are equal. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 If you gain a top BTEC grade it is the equivalent of a top A level grade. 
 

 Many universities now want an applicant who has a mixed A level and  

BTEC programme. 

 

 Many universities, including Russell Group, now accept BTECs for many  

of their top courses. 
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