
 
 
Head of Department:  Mrs R Pritchard 
Subject Teachers:  Mrs R Pritchard, Mrs Bolam, Mr M Hornby 
Awarding Body:  AQA  
 

Entry Requirements:  GCSE grade 5 or above in Photography or another Art course, or an 
interview with the Head of Department to demonstrate skills and interest in photography. During 
the course, independent gallery visits are recommended for all candidates. 
 

Course Description 
The course has four main features: 
 

Developing ideas 
This means formulating thoughts and combining ideas, techniques, insights, views and 
concepts to take work in your particular, personal direction.  In this way you can tailor your 
Photography course to your own interests and strengths. 
 

Refining 
This includes experimenting with techniques, methods, media and materials and selecting 
those that will be most appropriate to your own work. Some students will work almost 
entirely digitally and some will combine traditional and digital media. Outcomes can 
include still and moving/animated images. 
 

Recording information 
This is making a record of what you have seen or imagined and will involve work which is 
dependent on camera skills and post production techniques using digital editing software 
such as Photoshop. Candidates may create work which originates from a personal idea or 
may prefer to work from a brief or set of instructions in the same way as some industry 
professionals do.  
 

Presenting a personal response or final outcome 
This is all about making your own final, well-practised and polished photographs or other 
digital forms of artwork which use film or photography and, also, a portfolio of artwork 
that makes sense to a viewer. 

 

Homework and independent preparatory work are fundamental to success in Sixth Form Art. To 
this end, students are expected to work in the Art Department between timetabled lessons and 
initiative is essential.  With the support of staff, those who take this course can discover, develop 
and exploit their artistic abilities and take pride in the exhibition of their work.  
 

Progression 
Photography is an exciting and enriching subject and is ideal for Sixth Formers who wish to pursue 
a career in the creative industries and teaching, as well as those who simply wish to broaden their 
post-16 education.   Former A level students from our department have gone onto to study Art 
Foundation and also degrees in Fine Art, Fashion, Product Design, Graphics, Art & Design and 
Architecture.  Some have also gone on to win prestigious prizes and awards. 
Careers in the creative industries increasingly rely on and exploit photographic and digital skills 
and include museum and gallery curation, the media, graphic design, fashion design and fashion 
photography, medical illustration, publishing, advertising, video game design, software design, 
commercial photography, TV film and lighting crew, art historian, art technician, forensic portrait 
maker, art dealer, shoe designer, landscape architect, public sculptor, theatrical costumer maker, 
set designer, jewellery designer, architect’s model maker, interior designer, costume restorer, 
fashion buyer, garment technologist, special effects make-up artist and many, many more….. 

Photography 
 


