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Sorcha Rushton Artists’ pay vs. Spotify   Dominic Clarke Violence in football

Fraser Lester Bass guitar    Jolanta Mrozek Video games affecting the brain

Lucy Selley Mobile phones and safety   Emma Duthie International Peace Organisations

Toria Jones Psychopathy and criminality   Oliver Rawlinson Gaming music

Lucy Fairclough-Jones Baroque performance practice Heather Jones Interracial adoption

Joe Baldacchino Soviet Sphere    Jasmine Prince Animal captivity

Tim Jago NHS free?     Niamh Roberts King Richard III

Meg Davies Female vs. male sports coverage  Jess Renner Treatment of animals

Lucy Bratley Makeup marketing    Hannah Dean Paediatric language

Bethany Drage Mental disorder    Harvey Ashworth Artificial Intelligence

Hannah Lathaen Age and Education   Harry Gautier Technology in the film industry

Jack Appleyard C Sharp programming   Zac Hirst Computer game music

Matthew Goodwin Autonomous cars   Fern Horsfield Teenage stress levels

Will MacDonald Autocratic Leadership Style  Antony Foster Kick analyser

Issy Cornwell Mosquito-borne disease   Jack Shotton Brexit & the financial environment

Anna Thompson Chinese Medicine   Joseph Shaw Stock market history

Charlie Larsen Norwegian dialects   Spencer Mitchell Globalisation in The West

Bryn Heard Small Scaled Small holding   Kit Tillotson Future of Human Spaceflight

James Mizen Musical arrangement   Catriona Nibbs Fear of dentists

Harry Ford Climate change    Jack Clerkin Stand-up comedy

Katie Jones The death penalty    Graeme Mochrie Formation of Middle East

James Robinson Bloody Sunday    Alexandra Burnside Ribera Cybernetics

Sophie Runciman Urban design    Jennifer Brooks Climate change

Sophie Brown Football fans    Eva McGee Impact of fashion

Evie Challinor Phobias     Cerys Taylor Mental Health

Anna Davies Psychopaths    Esther Hughes Mental Health

Happy Chowdhury Japanese clothing   Jade Ward OCD

Matt Ward Leicester City FC    Matthew Jones Safety at football matches

Jade Wood Social media and mental health  Matthew Jenkins Sailing Dinghy Hulls

Ellie Kanwar Striking doctors    Amy Neugebauer 20th Century Music and culture

Adam Carlile Electric vs. Combustion engines  Tom Wyatt Natural/learned talent

Emma Cresswell Rocks in the earth   Tom Reynoldson Evolution of biology

The students studied hard in their 360 Futures lessons and their own time and this evening represented the 

culmination of four months hard work. The list of students and topics are shown below.

 

A huge thank you to Mr Ralphson for organising the EPQ this year and to all the subject teachers and mentors 

who have given up their own time to help our students.

Christleton

Sixth Form

Extended Project 
Qualification Evening
On 15th March, 65 students in Years 12 and 13 presented their research 
findings to a panel of experts, teachers, students and parents.
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I would like to thank Mrs Humphries 
for her continued work with students 
in the CCF and Duke of Edinburgh’s 
Award.  The school has appointed 
Mr Charles Rayment, of the Air Cadet 
Force, as School Staff Instructor (SSI) 
for the school’s Combined Cadet Force 
(CCF).  There is a series of activities 
and visits planned and at present, we 
have 43 cadets on roll.  

The Duke of Edinburgh’s Award has 
always been popular but has become 
increasingly so at all three levels.  This 
takes up many of Mrs Humphries’ 
weekends and holidays, as she plans 
for and organises expeditions and 
training sessions.  

Current numbers of participants stand 
at: Bronze 120; Silver 51; Gold 42. It is 
these types of extra curricular activities 
that we will fight so hard to maintain 
within our overall provision.

I am both pleased and relieved to be 
able to confirm that the major building 
work has finally been completed.  
It follows a frustating delay in the 
connection of a new gas pipe and 
meter.  Now this has been completed, 
new bike sheds have also been 
ordered, so as to expand our cycle 
parking provision.  

The Sixth Form common room has also 
been re-decorated and new carpet 
fitted, along with the purchase of new 
furniture.  The boys’ obsolete shower 
area has also been converted to a 
more accessible storage space for 
outdoor DoFE and CCF equipment.  
Naturally, we will continue to develop 
and improve the site but, at this point 
in time, any disruption on teaching and 
learning will be minimal.

At the time of writing, we have already 
undertaken 26 trips this term.  These 
include visits to places as far afield as 
Iceland, Geneva (CERN), Malaga and 
Cyprus.  Many other visits are local but 
I would like to take this opportunity 
to thank the staff who lead the trips, 
complete the administration and 
give up their own time in taking the 
students, to enrich their experiences.

You will be aware that Mr Darran Jones 
has been Acting Deputy Headteacher 
for the last six months.  I am pleased 
to inform you that Mr Jones  has 
now been appointed as Deputy 
Headteacher.  I am sure you will wish 
to join me in congratulating Mr Jones 
on his very well-deserved appointment, 
one in which the Headteacher and 
Governors have every confidence.

As we would expect, our staffing 
has remained pretty stable this term.  
Unfortunately, Mr Ian Evans, who was 
on a temporary contract, teaching 
Economics, has moved to a post in 
a Further Education College.  It goes 
without saying that he leaves with our 
best wishes and thanks for all he has 
done in his short time here.

The school employed Mrs Carli 
Willis, an experienced SENCO, on a 
temporary basis, for two days per week 
following Mrs Williams’ departure at 
Christmas time.

I am now pleased to confirm that Miss 
Jennifer Edwards has recently been 
appointed, on a permanent basis, to 
this position, upon her return from 
maternity leave. Mrs Willis will continue 
in her role for one day per week, to 
support and mentor Miss Edwards, as 
she gains the necessary experience 
and attends training to achieve full 
certification for this role.

Miss Edwards’ skills and experiences 
are well suited to this role and I have 
every expectation that she will prove, 
very quickly, to be a huge success.

At the time of writing this article, I am 
afraid that I am unable to provide a 
more detailed update on developments 
within the Multi Academy Trust. This 
is simply because we are at a very 
important and crucial point, whereby 
final decisions are being reached and 
legal paperwork is being completed. 
I know that The Trustees, Mr Tony 
Lamberton (CEO) and our own Mr 
Nigel Follos (Business Director) are 
all working very hard to get the best 
possible outcomes for all of our 
students.

Whatever I would have reported, could 
very easily be surpassed by events. As 
soon as the picture becomes clearer 
over the coming weeks, we will provide 
more details.

Notwithstanding that, it does still seem 
likely that Queen’s Park High School 
will join the Christleton Learning Trust, 
on or around, 1st April.  Both schools, 
at several levels and across a number 
of departments, have already been 
working together for many weeks 
to examine further opportunities, to 
enhance our own provision.  

Finally, can I thank all Governors and 
my colleagues as always for their 
support.  It is my belief that not only 
do we enjoy good, strong professional 
relationships but most importantly that 
we all act for the good of our students 
and the school overall.  

I would also like to take this opportunity 
to thank our students for their 
continued hard work, and of course to 
parents for supporting their children 
and the school. I wish you all, a happy 
Easter break. 

 

Damian Stenhouse

Headteacher

As usual, it has been a very busy term 
for students and staff alike!

As we head towards the Summer Exam 
season, the pressure for Years 11 and 
13 students continues to build, as they 
complete their courses.  

Our teachers continue to offer a 
number of additional support lessons 
and deadlines for coursework in some 
subjects are fast approaching. I 
ask all parents with students 
in those Years to help, 
support and guide 
them through this 
difficult time.

Time and time 
again, history has 
proven that the 
strongest results 
always come from 
those students, 
where they, their 
teachers and parents, 
are working together to 
create the best possible 
environment, to allow them 
to prosper and “be the very best they 
can be”. We all wish them well over the 
coming months.

Although school life continues as usual, 
we have had to place an increasing 
focus, this term, on protecting our 
curriculum, whilst planning 
for reduced funding 
allocations in the 
coming years. I 
was particularly 
disappointed 
that the Chester 
Chronicle named 
Christleton High 
School in its front-
page report on 
school budgets and 
funding.

All Cheshire schools, 
in common with schools 
across the UK, do indeed face 
a challenging financial scenario but 
again, having previously written to all 
parents, I want to assure you, that the 
proposed cuts in funding, coupled with 
increasing costs, will not impact on us 
any greater than on other local schools. 

In fact, I firmly believe that Christleton 
High School is particularly well placed 
to address these challenges and 
minimise their impact.

It is very clear that all schools will 
face some difficult challenges in the 
months ahead, but our main priority will 
continue to be to protect the quality 
of teaching and learning at Christleton 
and maintain the standards and 

performance that underpinned 
our current “Outstanding” 

rating by Ofsted.

In addition to rising 
costs, the article 
highlighted the 
potential impact 
of a new National 
Funding Formula 
for Schools. This 
is currently out for 

consultation and I 
have, as promised, 

made representations 
to both our local MP and 

to the consultation process 
itself.  

Whilst I am sure that we would all agree 
that it is right that schools with a high 
proportion of children from deprived 
backgrounds should receive greater 
funding, it should not, I believe, be at 

the expense of the basic funding 
for all students. Cheshire 

schools already receive 
well below the national 

average of funding 
per student and 
these proposed 
changes will 
only make the 
challenges more 
acute.

Even if the financial 
outlook does become 

more positive following 
these representations, 

there can be little doubt 
that there are challenging times 

ahead, as costs out of our control 
increase, and some difficult decisions 
will need to be made.

However, I again personally want to 

reassure you all, that we are working 
very hard on our future budget and will 
do all we can, to ensure that the impact 
and disruption on teaching and learning 
here at Christleton, is minimised.

We remain immensely proud of what 
we do, the difference we make and the 
opportunities we create for our young 
people, and I can promise that the 
efforts of everyone at Christleton High 
School, are, and will continue to be, 
focused on protecting those values.

Our Sixth Form Open Evening in 
January was very successful and I 
have been hugely encouraged by 
the number of internal and external 
students who have subsequently 
applied for places in September 2017. 
The introduction of a number of new 
courses in addition to A levels, will 
allow more students to access more 
courses.

We have now received the option 
choices from both our GCSE and 
prospective Sixth Form students. As a 
result, Mr Goodwin has worked hard 
to put together a new curriculum that 
includes five new vocational post-16 
courses, as well as allowing for the full 
implementation of the EBacc in Year 10 
from September 2017.  

The Government has stated its 
intention to make the EBacc a statutory 
requirement from September 2018 
and, consequently, over the past two 
years, this has been phased in, in part, 
to allow us to appoint the required 
specialist staff and to reshape  
the curriculum.

I am also really pleased that, although 
the number of classes have been 
reduced in non EBacc subjects as a 
result of less students choosing those 
subjects, we have been able to protect 
the provision of both creative and 
design subjects.

                Headteacher’s    

Report
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Welcomes over 250 Year 1 1  s tudents at  Open Evening

I would like to thank everyone who 
made our Sixth Form Open Evening 
on Thursday 19th of January such  
a success.  We had over 160 
students from Christleton attending 
with their parents and also a record 
number of external visitors.  It was 
great to see students from such 
a wide variety of schools visiting 
and sending in applications to join 
our growing Sixth Form.  Students 
from King’s, Queen’s, Bishops’ Blue 
Coat, Chester Catholic High, Abbey 
Gate College, West Kirby Grammar, 
Upton, Queen’s Park and Blacon 
were all in attendance.

There was a palpable buzz in the 
crush hall as students entered the 
building, ably assisted by the Sixth 
Form Leadership Team and student 
volunteers.  Prospective students 
and their families were treated to a 
presentation by Mr Stenhouse and 
Mr Cosstick before heading off on 
their individual pathways.

Students could attend 
presentations from 34 subject 
areas, including traditional 
subjects such as; Maths, Sciences, 
Humanities and the Arts, as well as 

new subjects such as; Psychology, 
Sociology, Government & Politics, 
Law and Economics.

The feedback from students and 
parents was overwhelmingly 
positive, with special mentions 
for the detailed knowledge and 
guidance on choices shown 
by teachers and also the extra-
curricular presentations from the 
Duke of Edinburgh’s Award and 
Combined Cadet Force groups.

“There was a great atmosphere 
on arrival with a real positive and 
welcoming ‘buzz’; the welcome 
packs and the friendly welcomes 
from the Heads of Year, Leadership 
Team, Office Support staff and Sixth 
Form Students were the first thing 
we noticed”.

“The welcome presentation from 
the Headteacher was superb it 
really drove home the message 
that Christleton Sixth Form caters 
for ‘the whole child’ not just an 
academic machine. The 360 
Futures programme looks  
very impressive”.

“I went to the EPQ presentation 
and it really helped my daughter 
understand and buy into the EPQ.  
The teacher delivering the session 
had examples of previous projects 
for people to flick through, listed 
some really interesting (and at 
times amusing) examples of topics 
students had studied, and gave 
more information about how it all 
works, how universities value it, 
and the support they will get  
from school”.

“Modern Foreign Languages - great 
session, very impressed by the 
lead teacher, everyone liked that 
she had students involved and 
videos of them demonstrating their 
confidence with the language”.

Many thanks go to the sixth 
formers who acted as guides and 
volunteered with departments 
during the evening.  Your support 
was really appreciated by students, 
parents and staff.

Mr M Cosstick
Head of Sixth Form

Christleton

Sixth Form
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A Passion for 
Chemistry

In December 2016, a group of 
Year 12 and 13 students visited 
Salford University to learn a little 
about how Chemistry is changing 
the world.  We saw five sessions 
from leading chemists in academia 
and industry hoping to inspire 
the scientists of the future. From 
“Breaking Bad” to perfumery, 
uranium to nanotechnology, the 
day was engaging, challenging 
and entertaining, and one thing 
shone through – a true passion  
for Chemistry!

About the Speakers

Professor David Smith 
York University
From Breaking Bad to making good – 
the chemistry of drugs.  

Our favourite speaker on the day, 
Dave Smith is Professor of Chemistry 
at University of York, where he 
carries out fundamental research in 
the field of smart nanomaterials and 
nanomedicines. He discussed the 
chemistry which makes drugs work, 
using examples of both ‘bad’ drugs 
(e.g. those in Breaking Bad) and good 
drugs (e.g. those which treat infections), 
taught us the chemistry of Gin + Tonic, 
and explained how his research  
was influenced by his husband’s  
cystic fibrosis.

Dr Jamie Gallagher 
Glasgow University
Nanoinvasion!       

Materials Scientist Jamie Gallagher 
guided us through the tiny tech that 
is changing everything. A world 
where robots build themselves, metal 
becomes transparent and pencils 
become stronger than steel.

Part of Jamie’s love of chemistry comes 
from its real world applications and the 

ability to see how a  
concept developed in  
the laboratory can grow  
into something that can  
change people’s lives.

When asked what advice  
he would give to someone  
considering a career in chemistry  
and what they should expect, his 
answer was: “expect the  
unexpected”. His advice: “feed  
your curiosity until you discover  
what it is about the subject that you 
truly love. Gradually you will find 
yourself gravitating in the direction  
that suits you.”

Kate Williams 
President of the British 
Society of Perfumers   
The science of scent: capturing  
new smells.

Kate helped us to understand the 
science behind why we all smell things 
differently, and the art and chemistry 
of creating the perfect fragrance. She 
even introduced us to the idea of smells 
as aids to revision!

She was passionate about spreading 
the word about the perfumery industry, 
telling us that “People assume it’s elitist 
and unreachable, but it’s not, there are 
hundreds of careers in perfumery and 
it would be great for more people to 
become aware of that. It’s a brilliant 
job; I love my work - just sitting and 
smelling!”

Prof Stephen Liddle 
Manchester University
Uranium – the bogeyman of the 
periodic table?

For or against, all of us have to live 
with the issues from nuclear power and 
weapons and there is more to come. 
Steve tried to unpick this complex area 
and present some facts about uranium 
and the science that is done with it.

 

Dr Bryson Gore, 
Omniscience
Rates of reaction – turning a whizz into 
a bang!

You might recognise the name - Bryson 
worked at the Royal Institution of 
Great Britain for 17 years, producing 
demonstrations for the famous 
televised Christmas lectures. Using 
numerous demonstrations (most 
involving some kind of explosion), he 
helped us visualise the steps involved 
in any chemical reaction.

 

What the students thought:

“Chemistry is for everyone…The next 
time you see a chemistry set in the 
boys’ section and not the girls’  
section, complain!”

“Most of the talks were really 
interesting and gave a good 
perspective of careers in Chemistry.”

“Dr Gallagher made Nano-technology 
sound fun.”

“It was interesting to find out how much 
of the Chemistry on TV was real.”

“Professor Smith was really 
enthusiastic.”

Mr J Miller

Year 12 Politics and Law students

The Supreme Court & 
Parliament Trip
On Monday 19 December, both the 
Year 12 Politics and Law students took 
a train down to London to experience 
tours of the Supreme Court and 
Parliament. On arrival to London, 
we made our way on the tube to the 
Supreme Court where we had an 
in depth tour of all the rooms and a 
question and answer session relating 
to recent cases.

After leaving the Supreme Court, we 
made our way to 10 Downing Street 
where we were allowed access to 
the famous door. It was impressive to 
think about the history that street had 
to offer and the key policies being 
discussed just inside. It was a  
perfect stop before heading  
into Parliament itself.

We were given a tour of the Houses of 

Parliament and were lucky enough to 
see both the House of Commons and 
House of Lords sitting. It was a great 
experience, which allowed us to see 
the day to day running of government 
and how the different Houses operate. 
Our local MP Chris Matheson met us at 
this point and took us to some places 
not normally on the tour, including the 
Terrace Pavilion.

At the end of the tour, Chris Matheson 
answered some questions we had 
about what it was like being an MP. His 
honest answers gave us a real insight 
into Politics and how complex certain 
issues are. The Parliament Education 
system then gave us a lesson on 
debating in Parliament followed  
by a mock debate following the  
rules of the House. 
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Christleton

Sixth Form

Up! Up! And away!
Student 

Destinations 
2017

Our Year 13 students have been 
working hard to complete UCAS 
applications before the deadline 
in early January.  The Sixth Form 
team, led by Mrs Hughes and ably 
assisted by the indefatigable Mrs 
Brown, Ms Kippax and the tutors’ 
have signed, sealed and sent off 
105 university applications.

Well done to all our Year 13 
students who listened to advice, 
proactively sought help and used 
the feedback to create such 
impressive applications. Many 
students have already received 
offers from their first choices 
or been to interview. Notable 
successes include; Michael 
Green, being offered a place to 
read English at Cambridge and 
to Dominica Sadczuk, who has 
multiple offers for medicine.

This is the first step in the run up 
to exams.

1)  Set yourself a goal.

2)  Put in place achievable targets  
 to achieve that goal.

3)  Work hard!

4)  Revise smartly!

5)  Enjoy exam success!

6)  Relax! And enjoy the summer.

Let’s make sure that this is a 
record year, with everyone 
achieving their goal, whatever  
that may be.
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Hello CHS parents and 
guardians. By now, 
you will hopefully have 
realised that the CHSA 
are a demanding bunch!  
We either want you to 
give up your precious 
time to serve drinks and 
sweets or we want you 
to buy and sell raffle 
tickets.

We have heard that many busy 
parents are struggling for time and 
feel guilty about being unable to help 
us at events.  We have a solution that 
encompasses a great opportunity!  
Ever conscious of our responsibility to 
support the school community we are 
reinvigorating our 200 Club. This is 
a quick and easy way to raise money 
for fabulous facilities, experiences or 
equipment that your children will have 
the opportunity to use. Last summer, 
over £350 was won in prize money and 
one lucky member won £200!
 
Now, it is well known that lottery 
winners frequently end up struggling 
to cope with their new circumstances.  
They can become miserable because 
they are constantly pestered for money 
and old friends treat them differently.  
We like to think that keeping the top 
prize at £200 will prevent this.  £200 is 
not life changing; however, it is a very 
nice summer holiday bonus and might 
pay for a well-earned night out.

Christleton
High  
School
Association

       How to  support the school    

     without  leaving your chair!

The 
CHSA 

200 
Club

CHRISTLETON HIGH 
SCHOOL ASSOCIATION

200 CLUB
Village Road, Christleton, Chester, CH3 7AD

 
STANDING ORDER 

MANDATE
Please complete all boxes and 

return to the school office.
 

To (Please insert your bank’s name & address) 

.........................................................................................

.........................................................................................

Address ...................................................……...............

.........................................................................................

.........................................................................................

Postcode .....................................................…..............

 

Sort Code ....................................................................

Account name (to be debited) 

.........................................................................................

.........................................................................................

Account number

.........................................................................................
 

Please pay: 
The Co-operative Bank

PO Box 250, Delf House, 
Southway, Skelmersdale, WN8 6WT

Sort Code: 08-92-99
For the Credit of:

Christleton High School Association    
Account number: 65200382

Commencing with immediate effect, until you 
receive further notice from me/us in writing, 
the sum of £20.00 will be deducted annually 

on the first day of October.
 

Signature(s) .................................................................

.........................................................................................

Date ..............................................................................

Your Name(s) ..............................................................

........................................................................................

Address ........................................................................

.........................................................................................

.........................................................................................

Postcode ..............................................…….…..............

Phone number ...........................................................

If you decide to join the 200 club, it 
would cost you £20 per year.
 
We would like to commit the money 
raised by the 200 club to one 
particular project each year.  This year 
it will be new bike sheds.  The school 
currently has space to comfortably 
accommodate one hundred bikes.  
However at least one hundred and 
sixty children currently cycle to school 
and this is set to increase as the 
weather improves.  Cycling is a great 
way to get to school, it takes cars off 
the roads, gives children independence 
and when done safely keeps them 
fit and healthy. We are all aware that 
the school finances are increasingly 
tight so if we can help with a donation 
towards bike sheds then that leaves a 
little more in the budget.  
 
Many of you mathematically inclined 
people out there will have worked 
out that the more people entering the 
200 club the smaller the likelihood of 
winning the top prize. Well, we can’t 
argue with that but the more members 
we have, the more prizes we can give 
out.  Each year we aim to donate 65% 
of the funds to a school project and the 
remaining 35% is distributed in prizes.
We have set a target of increasing 
the 200 club membership to 150. This 
will generate £3000, raising £1950 for 
the project and a whopping £1050 in 
prizes!  All for very little effort and with 
considerably better odds of winning 
something than the National Lottery.  

We don’t have to restrict ourselves to 
150 members, there are 1,010 families in 

the school and you can have more than 
one entry per family. It is so easy, just 
fill in the form on the right (or download 
it from the website under parents/
chsa/200 Club Letter & Standing Order 
Mandate) and send into school in an 
envelope marked CHSA 200 Club.  As 
long as you have paid in £20 by the 
30th June then you will be included in 
the draw and are in with a chance of a 
prize. After that, you don’t need to think 
about it anymore. Having just one draw 
per year should ensure that nobody 
becomes addicted to the thrill of it.  
 
Do it now! If you win in the summer, 
you will be really pleased, as you will 
probably have forgotten all about the 
money you so generously gave us.
If the 200 club doesn’t interest you, 
but you still want to support the CHSA, 
then maybe you or your business could 
help us with raffle prizes.  Currently 
the CHSA buys most of its prizes. 
If some of these were donated, we 
could put the money towards other 
improvements in the school. Last year 
we spent approximately £400 on raffle 
prizes for various school events, we 
would prefer to distribute this to the 
many worthwhile funding bids we 
receive from the school departments.  
 
Perhaps you have a pub or a restaurant 
and would like to donate a voucher 
towards drinks or food bought 
there; maybe you have a cleaning 
company and would like to donate 
a one off clean; do you have a shop 
that could donate smaller items like 
wine, chocolates or ‘lovely things’ that 
could go in a hamper.  We aren’t really 
looking for the type of gift that you 
may put in a harvest festival style box 
though!
 
If you can help us then please email me 
on chairofchsa@christletonhigh.co.uk 
we would be so appreciative.

 
Thank you and Good Luck!

Alex Mizen CHSA Chairperson



Gold
The popularity of the Duke 

of Edinburgh’s Award has reached 
new levels this year.

 
Forty-two Year 12 students are taking on the 

massive challenge of completing five sections and 
expedition training is well underway. In November, on 

a chilly but sunny day we met with Conway Centre staff 
and improved map work and navigation skills. This also 
served as a refresher since it had been eighteen months 
since they had completed their Silver expeditions.
 

The teams made good use of technology in a 
weekly DofE lesson, uploading their section 

activities and expedition aims to edofe.  
They are now preparing for their 
practice expedition in Snowdonia 

at the end of April 2017.

Silver
85% Bronze students 

completed their Bronze award last 
year and fifty one Year 10 students have 

selected to continue onto the Silver award and 
continue the challenge.

 
On a very dull, wet, grey January day in 2017, the Silver 

teams headed to Loggerheads Country Park for their 
expedition training. Dividing into groups led by Conway 
instructors, the enthusiastic students headed on a variety 
of routes up to the summit of Moel Famau.
Routes involved pacing, taking and walking on bearings, 
dealing with emergencies and staying warm.

 
The summit offered sleet and snow for 
most of the groups but a good day for 

preparing for and experiencing 
wintery cold conditions.

Bronze
A massive one hundred and 

twenty students have begun their initial 
DofE challenge - a new record! Timescales 

and activities have been entered onto edofe as 
teams head for their expedition training in March and 

expeditions in May and June.
 

Help required
If any parents would like to help out with 

DofE expeditions please email me 
humphriesl@christletonhigh.co.uk  We 

are always needing teams of 
volunteers to supervise 

checkpoints.

Gold and Bronze Records Achieved

Creative
Graphic
Design
• Print  • Promotions
• Creative Graphics
Cheshire’s Creative 
Social Enterprise, part of 

  The NeuroMuscular 
Centre, all profits go  

  towards supporting our  
  vital work.

Contact Alison Evans
01606 863464
alison.evans@nmcentre.com
nmcentre.com
The Swan was Designed+Printed by

It has long 
been said 
that dog 

owners look 
like their 

pets.

Can you 
guess who 
Barney’s 
owner is?

Look through 
The Swan to 
find  out . . .

Teacher’s P
et

Silver
85% Bronze students 

completed their Bronze award last 
year and fifty one Year 10 students have 

selected to continue onto the Silver award and 
continue the challenge.

 
On a very dull, wet, grey January day in 2017, the Silver 

teams headed to Loggerheads Country Park for their 
expedition training. Dividing into groups led by Conway 
instructors, the enthusiastic students headed on a variety 
of routes up to the summit of Moel Famau.
Routes involved pacing, taking and walking on bearings, 
dealing with emergencies and staying warm.

 
The summit offered sleet and snow for 
most of the groups but a good day for 

preparing for and experiencing 
wintery cold conditions.

Gold
The popularity of the Duke 

of Edinburgh’s Award has reached 
new levels this year.

 
Forty-two Year 12 students are taking on the 

massive challenge of completing five sections and 
expedition training is well underway. In November, on 

a chilly but sunny day we met with Conway Centre staff 
and improved map work and navigation skills. This also 
served as a refresher since it had been eighteen months 
since they had completed their Silver expeditions.
 

The teams made good use of technology in a 
weekly DofE lesson, uploading their section 

activities and expedition aims to edofe.  
They are now preparing for their 
practice expedition in Snowdonia 

at the end of April 2017.

Bronze
A massive one hundred and 

twenty students have begun their initial 
DofE challenge - a new record! Timescales 

and activities have been entered onto edofe as 
teams head for their expedition training in March and 

expeditions in May and June.
 

Help required
If any parents would like to help out with 

DofE expeditions please email me 
humphriesl@christletonhigh.co.uk  We 

are always needing teams of 
volunteers to supervise 

checkpoints.
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In the last edition of The Swan, we 
shared the fantastic achievement 
of four of our politics students who 
entered, and won, the Political Studies 
Association Schools Short Video 
Competition. The students won this 
coveted nationwide event and got to 
meet politicians such as John Bercow 
and Jeremy Corbyn. 

Since the last edition of The Swan 
Cameron Bradley, Nathan Houlbrook, 
Graeme Mochrie and James Robinson 
have been busy organising their work 
experience with YouGov and attending 
the televised PSA awards ceremony. 
James Robison sums up the evening:

‘As a result of our team winning the 
2016 PSA Short Video Competition our 
team of four and Mr Rose were invited 
to the PSA annual awards dinner held 
at Church House in London to receive 
our trophy. We left just 
before midday and 
got the train down 
to London to the 
hotel. 

After changing into our suits we walked 
over to the ceremony.

At the ceremony we were called to 
the front of the room to receive our 
award from the Head of the PSA and 
Cameron gave a short acceptance 
speech in front of a room of well 
renowned journalists and politicians.

We also got to see many others receive 
awards throughout the evening such 
as Margaret Aspinall, the Hillsborough 
campaigner and several famous TV 
journalists.

After the awards we spoke to several 
of the attendees including channel 4’s 
John Snow and Sir John Chilcot. It was 
a great experience with a chance to 
meet some exceptional people in the 
field of journalism and politics. It will not 
easily be forgotten.’

Political 
Studies 
Association 
(PSA)

Award Evening

“School is about grit 
as well as grades”. 

This statement sums up the 
thinking behind the launch of 
our brand new 360º Futures 
programme in the 
Sixth Form.

The rationale:

According to 
Mr Cosstick,  
the new Head 
of Christleton 
Sixth Form.

“Our vision is that all 
our students will leave 
Christleton Sixth Form, 
having the skills, knowledge 
and behaviours necessary 
for skilled employment in 
their chosen field, as well as 
the transferable skills that 
are needed in any career”

Update:

• Over sixty five students presented their Extended Project  
 Qualification on Wednesday 15th March.

• Forty students have already begun the volunteering   
 and expedition practice for the Duke of Edinburgh’s   
 Gold Award.

• Twenty five students are running the Young Enterprise   
 Project - they have been engaged in setting up small   
 businesses and raising money through cake sales and   
 charity events.

•    Eighty students have already had sessions with  
    the St John Ambulance Life Saver’s Certificate  
    – this means every student in Year 12 will know    
  basic first aid by the end of the year.

• One hundred and twenty students have   
    taken part in the Lloyds Bank “Money for Life” 

   course. This is designed to help students with    
   the financial stresses of adulthood and to help  
   plan for life after the bank of mum and dad.

This is the start, we hope, of a unique and successful 

programme that provides all of our students with a fulfilling 

and meaningful programme which is not simply a bolt-on 

addition to the academic provision.

The Sixth Form: 
360˚ Futures

The future’s bright... 
The Futures 360 !

Christleton

Sixth Form
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Remembrance Art 

Poppies
The word Art doesn’t just mean to 
paint a picture; art can have lots of 
different meanings. It means to portray 
your feelings, so whether you do this 
through painting a picture, sketching, 
origami or collaging etc., it doesn’t 
matter. Ordinary people signed up to go 
to war many years ago and many lost 
their lives. We can use art to remember 
them or to thank them.

Jacqueline Hurley has done thirty six 
pieces of artwork in her War Poppy 
Collection. Her art uses a very wide 
variety of mixed media and they have 
different textures.

PEACE & SACRIFICE: Although 
Jacqueline’s imagery portrays scenes 
of war, she brings an element and 
sense of peace to her work; this being 
what we all hope for and what lives 
have been sacrificed for.

FROM THE HEART: Jacqueline paints 
from her heart using the plain red of 
the worldwide symbol of memorial - 
the poppy - to create contrast against 
courageous impressionistic landscapes.

The pieces of art that are made out of 
paper, buttons, paint and glue show the 
use of imagination to create something 
unique and interesting.

The artwork created by Luiza Vizoli 
has a mixed use of different colours 
of paint to create the poppies instead 
of just using a plain red. This makes 
the poppies stand out more and also 
makes them look a bit 3D. He hasn’t 
just done this on the poppies but also 
on the rest of the painting. You wouldn’t 
see a blue piece of grass or the sky 
wouldn’t be yellow although he could 
have used the yellow to show that the 
fires lit up the sky. I find his painting 
very interesting and it is very original.

The silhouette 
of the soldier 
against the bright 
background of the 
poppies and the lit 
up sky really does 
make the soldier 
stand out. It shows 
that in the war soldiers 
were brave and courageous. The 
scenery is in the background, drawing 
your attention to the soldier. I also 
like it because it doesn’t just have red 
poppies but other colours as well and 
they are all different shapes and sizes. 
He doesn’t just use paint, he uses 
paper as well to create texture.

THE PAINTING BY VINCENT VAN 
GOGH IN 1889. The powerful green 
in contrast to the red makes the 
poppies stand out. I like the fact that 
instead of using a big brush and just 
painting it with one stroke he has used 
a smaller brush with lots of different 
strokes to create a nice texture and 
to make it look more 3D. It also looks 
more realistic because of the different 
colours he uses, instead of using one 
colour and the way he has done the 
poppies to make it look like the wind is 
blowing them.

The piece of graffiti which is a young 
girl holding a poppy and a gun stuck 
in the ground with a soldier’s helmet 
on it shows that there is a young girl 
going to see a loved one at a grave. 
The helmet and gun portrays the fact 
that he was a soldier in the war. I like 
the fact that it isn’t just a painting it is 
graffiti. A lot of effort and thought must 
have been put into it.  
I also like it because it  
looks realistic and 3D.

Ellie Morrey 8L2  
Art Hot Scholar
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Venetian Masks
                           In art at the moment, our topic is the renaissance, which is the  
         period of time where Venetian carnival masks were invented.     
    To start with, we made huge research sheets in teams to 

give us some background on the pieces of art we are going 
to make. This was really fun as we got to work in groups and 

lay it out however we wanted which gave us a lot of freedom. 
The next thing we have been doing is designing the masks that 

we are going to make later on in the topic. I thoroughly 
enjoyed this because we could be very creative 

and add our own ideas whilst keeping some of 
the tradition style from Venetian masks.

So far, this topic has been really fun 
as we have been allowed to be 

completely independent and 
express our creativity in so 
many ways. Also, we have 
learned quite a lot because 

of the research we have 
done and the history our project is 

based on. My favourite part so far has  
 been designing multiple mask ideas as I got to try  
                out loads of new ideas whilst improving my technique  
                       with coloured pencils. It’s safe to say this topic has been really  
          great and I’ve enjoyed it lots.                                          Naomi Wallace 8k1

Christmas is a holiday 
that captures everyone 

in a trance of utter bliss. 
From little toddlers waking up 

early hoping for presents left by 
Santa, snow, adults decorating the 

house and waiting for chocolates and 
wine. In an attempt to show the essence 

of Christmas, I took ten photos. 
First, I found a nice Christmas tree with fake 

icicles and robins all 
over. I found the owl, 
which is a nice twist 
instead of the usual 
angel or star. Secondly 
I found some reindeer 
standing quite proud 
and thought I was five 
years old again wait-
ing to send a letter to 
Santa. I got the same 
feeling when I found a 
polar bear hiding 
behind a pine tree. 
The next few photos I 
took made me happy, 
remembering the 
grand Christmas  
dinners and games 
we played as a family. 
Pictures number nine 
and ten took me back 

to my 
childhood when 

I used to have a sign 
outside and a massive 

snowball fight with my sisters. 
We would always try and make 

a snowman. I think those ten 
images captured Christmas 
perfectly. I hope you all had 

a very Merry Christmas!
 

Becca Mossop 9L1
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Sculptures are three-dimensional forms, which either are 
intended to represent how something looks or are abstract 
(not intended to represent how something looks). Historically, 
sculptures have most often been made out of stone or a 
metal.

Sculptures can be made from almost any material though and 
contemporary artists sculpt things from all sorts of materials.

One of our favourite sculptures is ‘The Statue of Liberty’ 
because it is so iconic that it represents a whole country. 
Another sculpture known around the world is ‘Christ the 
Redeemer’. This sculpture famously looks over Rio de Janiero 
and is visited by over 500,000 people each year.

While you may be familiar with the two sculptures we’ve 
discussed so far, you may not have known that Chester 
has its very own sculpture that represents the place and its 
people. ‘A Celebration of Chester’ stands outside Chester 
Town Hall and was commissioned as part of the Cathedral’s 
900th birthday celebration. It features three figures facing 
outwards in different directions. The anatomical structure 

of each figure has been 
suggested by abstract shapes 
rather than by accurate 
representation. The sculpture 
is designed to reflect the life 
of the city and the individual 
citizen. The sculpture was 
funded by a £250,000 
donation from the Chester 
based NWS bank.

The first figure, that is facing 
the Town hall, is called 
‘Protection’ and symbolises 
the strength and security 
provided by the city walls, the 
modern provider of protection 
and reassurance to the city’s 

inhabitants. The second figure, which is facing the shops, is 
called ‘Industry’ and spirals to the ground suggesting industry 
and effort, especially that needed for the prosperity of the 
city. The third figure, the one that is facing upwards towards 
the cathedral, is called ‘Thanksgiving’, which is placed in 
the centre of the group. It is placed in the middle of the two 
so it is protected. ‘Thanksgiving’ looks upwards towards 
the cathedral, 
representing, 
as it does, the 
spiritual life of the 
individual and the 
group.

We have seen three 
examples of how 
sculptures can 
come to symbolize 
the people of a 
place and their 
shared values and 

beliefs. It might be 
interesting to see if 

you can find an iconic 
sculpture the next time  

      you visit a new place. In  
      addition to this you could 
try coming up with your own sculpture. As well as 
representing cities and/or countries sculptures can 
have many more meanings and can be made out 
of almost anything. Why not give sculpting a go?  

Issey Wheatley 8K2 & Nathanael Maynard 8L2

Sculpture A Celebration of Chester

WinningTree
This is a thank you from Cheshire Wildlife Trust to CHS Art  
Students whose artwork helped raised charity funds and  
win a competition.

Art Hot Scholar participants were: 

Megan Benton Y9L2, Isabella Ford Year 10K1,  
Holly Grainger Year 9L2, Jessica Gordon Year 9K2,  
Gemma Hemens Year 10L1, Bethan Johnson Year 9K1,  
Ellie Jones Year 9L2, Katie Leather Year 9K2,  
Lauren Moore Year 10K1 and Emily Page Year 9L2.

To Art Staff and Students at Christleton High School, you  
made nature-related Christmas decorations for the  
Cheshire Wildlife Trust Christmas tree which was on  
show in Chester Cathedral.

I just wanted to drop you an email to let you know that our  
Christmas Tree won the best tree vote in the Christmas Tree  
Festival in the cathedral! We also raised a fair amount of  
money for CWT. We are so pleased with the result and  
wanted to thank you for all your work and contributions  
making decorations for us. I hope some of you got to see  
the end result, it was fantastic!

Kind regards and many thanks,

Robyn Cheshire Wildlife Trust
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Elizabeth Roberts

Eleanor Reeves 

Callum Coleclough

Joshua Jones

Carly Herbert

Stephen Bentham

Tia-Jade Dixon

Madeleine Clerkin

Kian Moulding

Emily Hardwick

Emily Timms

Eating is a necessity but cooking is an art !
 
All Year 11 Food Technology students completed a three-hour GCSE Practical as the culmination of their controlled 
assessment work towards producing food products for a Café or a Catered event. Here are a few samples of 
their excellent work with all components of all products made from scratch.  Congratulations to them on the high 
standard of organisation, time management and production!                                                                      Mrs H Kelly

Artistic Review 
The film I have chosen to talk about its artistic features is The Guardians of the Galaxy 
from Marvel Studios. I have chosen this film because I am a huge fan of Marvel films and 
I think Guardians of the Galaxy brought a lighter hearted story and humour to the roster 
of films Marvel has produced over the years.

This film is an explosion of colour and in depth atmosphere. Because this is a sci-fi 
action film in space, there is a plethora of planets and locations with their own style of 
landscapes and culture. For example the roster of characters that you follow all have 
different personalities and one of the ways the director shows this is in their character 
design, as in their outfits and gear. A good example of this is the main antagonist 
Peter Quill, his design is a perfect blend between futuristic alien technology and 80s 
culture from earth. You can see both of these come together in his space ship which 
he considers his home and you can see it in his 80s pop culture artefacts in which he 
uses to decorate his space ship. This 80s culture is interwoven into the soundtrack of 
the film as well.

Another way that they show their artistic styles is between the two main societies, 
which are the complete opposite of each other. One is peaceful and tranquil 
which try to keep their population safe. Their design is futuristic, colourful and 
sophisticated. Their colour skin is bright colours and nothing dark or evil looking. 
The second is driven on conquering the galaxy and expanding their militaristic 
empire. They are an ancient race so there design and equipment take on a dark 
space rock appearance with some sort of crooked horror look. Their skin colour is 
black, dark purple and blue with a slight tint of dark red.

My overall opinion on The Guardians of the Galaxy is that it 
is an explosion of eye satisfying colour and a heart-warming 
roster of characters, making you feel out of this world as 
well as making you feel at home.
 
Charlie Doyle 9BA2 Art Hot Scholar

Galaxy

the

of

Guardians

On Saturday 15th of December 
2016, I posted a letter to Theresa 
May, regarding the crisis in Syria. My 
inspiration came from a documentary 
that I watched in PHSCE called The 
White Helmets. Seeing the unforgivable 
conditions that those people have been 
subjected to, urged me to take action, 
however small. If my letter could make 
even the slightest difference then I 
would have fulfilled what I wanted to 
achieve.
 

I wasn’t expecting a reply, yet I waited 
in angst for three days, until a cream 
envelope with a meretricious stamp on 
it, was delivered to me: The Houses of 
Commons. To my surprise, they read 
my letter and invited me to one of their 
surgeries to further discuss the matter.  

As a result of my meeting, I have been 
offered the opportunity to volunteer in 
several charitable organisations, which 
provide aid to those still trapped in 
Syria and to those who have managed 
to escape the war and have been 
forced to seek refuge in a foreign land.
 
Upon receiving that initial letter, I have 
had three subsequent letters from Mrs 
May’s government departments (the 
Home Office, Ministry of Defence and 
the Foreign Office) giving me hope that 
this international crisis is treated with 
the uppermost importance.
 
The plight of the Syrian refugees 
is desperate. In these politically 
turbulent times, we must unite and take 
responsibility for the people that we 
share our world with; they need us right 
now. For me, this is just the beginning 
of my political endeavours but I ask that 
you donate, promote and educate so 
that a world with peace at its core isn’t 
as impossible as it would appear.
 

Ruth Campbell 10LA2

Nothing is going to happen, unless
we step up and make it happen!
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A lot more families qualify for Free School 
Meals than you might think!

The main advantage is that students are 
credited with £11.00 a week to spend in 
the School Dining Hall on whatever they 
choose; this is the equivalent of £2.20 a 
day, which adds up to over £400 a year…or 
over £2,000 over the course of five years 
at school. Think what that money could be 
spent on instead!

Students receiving free school meals can 
choose whatever they wish up to the value 
of £2.20 a day.

Our ‘cashless catering’ fingerprint-scanners 
mean that no other students or catering 
staff are aware of who receives free school 
meals, and who does not. This reduces any 
possible chance of your child being treated 
differently; very often a reason why some 
parents do not wish to register.

For each day’s credit students can choose 
from: -

•  Grab Bags of Sandwiches or   
 Pasta Pots with a drink and snack

•  Breakfast Baps, Wraps, and   
 Fruit Pots

•  Baked Jacket Potato with Filling

•  Daily Selection of Paninis ,   
 Pizzas and Hot Pasta Pots

•  A Two-course meal, including a   
 hot main course

In a typical month here is a Top Twenty 
Main Meals that students can enjoy if they 
choose:

Could YOUR CHILD be 
entitled to Free School Meals? 

Top Twenty Tasty Meals:
1.  Stir Fry Beef with Hoi Sin Sauce
2.  Mediterranean Chicken Pitta
3.  Chicken & Spinach Balti
4.  Cod in Batter
5.  Tomato & Lentil Lasagne
6.  Butternut Squash Enchiladas
7.  Roasted Vegetable Roulade
8.  Stilton, Leek & Potato bake
9.  Five Bean Chilli
10.  Oriental Noodles in 
 Sweet Chilli Sauce
11.  Firecracker Chicken
12.  Homemade Burger
13. Roast Turkey
14. Meatballs in Pepper Sauce
15. Mixed Bean Goulash
16. Red Pepper Quiche
17.  Vegetable Cottage Pie
18.  Tomato & Aubergine Layer
19. Piri Piri Chicken
20.  Roasted Vegetable Enchilladas

Cheshire West and Cheshire: Free School Meals
How Do I Register?

The Cheshire West and Chester website gives you all the details. The registration process is 
not within the school area; we are only given an updated list of names, with no details or any 
criteria provided to us.

www.cheshirewestandchester.gov.uk/residents/education-and-learning/school-meals.aspx 

If your child goes to school within the Cheshire West and Chester area, is up to the age of 16 
or goes to a school sixth form, you may be able to claim free schools meals for them.

Do I qualify for free school meals?

You may qualify if you are a parent, guardian or carer and receive one of the following:

1.  Income Support (IS) or you are a student receiving the benefit in your own right

2.  Income Based Jobseekers Allowance (IBJSA)

3.  Income-related Employment and Support Allowance

4.  Support under part VI of the Immigration and Asylum Act 1999; or

5.  Child Tax Credit (but not Working Tax Credit) and have an annual income (as   
 assessed by Her Majesty’s Revenue & Customs) that does not exceed £16,190

6.  The Guarantee element of State Pension Credit

7.  Working Tax Credit run-on - paid for four weeks after you stop qualifying for    
 Working Tax Credit

8.  Universal Credit

9.  Children who get any of the above benefits in their own right (ie they get benefits   
 payments directly, instead of through a parent or guardian) can also get free school   
 meals.

10.  You can also claim if you are an asylum seeker.

How you and the school will be notified that you are entitled:

If successful, your claim should be processed the same day. A letter of entitlement will be 
issued to you. The school will be notified of each child on the morning following the day the 
claim was processed. Claims cannot be backdated. Your claim will be renewed automatically, 
as they are periodically reviewed.

Claim free school meals online:

online.cheshirewestandchester.gov.uk/CitizenPortal/formPortal.aspx?form=3_1_2_10fsm_
apply

Where else to find help: 

• Email: Benefits@cheshirewestandchester.gov.uk

• Telephone: 0300 123 7021, Monday to Friday 8am to 7pm

• By post: Revenues and Benefits Department, PO Box 187, Ellesmere  Port, CH34 9DB

Collect or hand in forms/documents: At most of the Cheshire West and Chester offices you 
do not need an appointment to hand in forms. Staff will check and copy your documents and 
return them to you straight away. You don’t need an appointment to collect a form.

World
Book
Day...

On Thursday the 2nd of March 2017, 
the i-Research Centre celebrated 
with a quiz on Classic Characters. 
There were fifty questions including 
a picture round, iconic clothing and 
Shakespearian quotes. We had twenty 
teams participating. The quiz was 
hosted by Miss Cowley, Manager of 
i-Research, as the Mad Hatter. The 
English Department definitely outdid 
themselves by dressing up as their 
favourite book characters.

The awards for the best costume went 

to Mrs Tong and Miss Jenkins who were 
dressed as Captain Hook and Alice. 
The winning Quiz Teams in Years 8 and 
11 were awarded with boxes of Classic 
Thornton’s Chocolates.

This event has been celebrated 
annually since the opening of the 
i-Research in 2012, but many students 
have said that this year was the best.
 
Kathryn Gornall 7BY2, Evie Bradley 
7BA2, Gregor Ralph 7BA1 and 
Will Burbedge 7K1.

“A fabulous day in i-Research!”

“Games, quizzes and fancy dress from the English department. It was such a laugh.”

“Tough competition!”

“Can’t wait for following years.”

“Great quiz, it included many classic characters.”

“The teacher’s costumes were very funny.”

“Well presented quiz.”
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During February half term, thirty-six 
intrepid GCSE and A-level Geography 
students enjoyed the trip of a lifetime 
to Iceland to experience first-hand the 
amazing sights of this unique country.
 
Iceland is one of those places that 
should be on your bucket list. Having 
seen some incredible sights online 
to finally go there and see them is 
incredible it does really live up to 
expectations.  We were there for 
four days, but every day was full of 
interesting, exciting things to do.
 
We met at 07:00 on Friday at 
Christleton all a bit weary-eyed. By 
the time we boarded the plane at 
Birmingham Airport, we were all getting 
very excited. On arrival in Reykjavik,  
our tour guide Orn greeted us and 
the first place we visited was the 
Mid-Atlantic Ridge, the tectonic plate 
boundary between the Eurasian and 
North American plate. This doesn’t get 
much better for a Geography teacher 
so they were all very excited especially 
Miss Callendar who had been talking 
about it for weeks!
 
After this, we had a short journey 
to the Blue Lagoon, which is the 
main attraction in Iceland, over 90% 
of all tourists visit. The short sprint, 
from inside the changing rooms to 
the lagoon outside was the coldest 
experience of my life. However,
once I got into the 45 degree  

water all that was forgotten and it was 
all that it’s hyped up to be! It was dark 
and misty when we got there which 
made the experience even better.
 
The next day, to the delight of us all, we 
were up at 06:00! We started the day 
by driving to the glacier over the super 
volcano Katla next to Eyjafjallajökull, 
which really does roll off the tongue. 
When we arrived, we had to put on our 
ice spikes (aka crampons) and we got 
an ice pick, which were more for show 
than anything else! It was an incredible 
experience with brilliant views as we 
were climbing.
 
Year 12 student George Stockton said 
that seeing a glacier in real life has 
helped him understand more A-level 
terminology for his exam, and that 
seeing it in real life instead of just on a 
screen in a classroom is very helpful.
 
After the glacier, we visited the 
Reynishverfi Beach or the Black Beach, 
which had incredibly high waves that 
came out further than I initially thought!  
After that, we visited two waterfalls 
(Skogafoss waterfall and Seljalandsfoss 
waterfall) one of which you walked right 
behind although we got soaked in the 
process! That evening we all went out 
to a bowling alley where they brought 
food to your lane and the milkshakes 
were outstanding!
 

The next day we got up at a more 
reasonable time (7:30) to start our trip 
around the Golden Circle. Starting with 
the Hellisheidi Geothermal Power Plant 
where we had a short lecture about 

how the plant works and geothermal 
energy being ‘the future’. After that, we 
went to the next stop the Kerid volcanic 
crater, which is a volcanic crater filed 
with water, which is an incredible sight 
to see!
 
We then visited The Geysir located in 
the National Park, which threw water 
up 15 metres in the air although we got 
very wet! Our next stop was the Gulfoss 
waterfall, which has two drops the 
first being ten metres and the second 
being twenty-one metres, making it the 
biggest waterfall that we saw on the trip.

Finishing off our Golden Circle tour, 
we walked up the Rift Valley, located 
below the North American and Eurasian 
Plates, which had beautiful views for 
miles around.

On the Monday we were all up (but 
not very awake), ready for the flight 
back home! Overall all the Iceland trip 
was great fun whilst also learning a 
lot and for some, a once in a lifetime 
opportunity.
 
I would like to thank everyone involved 
in the trip especially the Geography 
crew (Miss Hollis, Miss Callendar, Miss 
Anderson, Mr. Francis and Mr. Glover) 
who had to put up with all of us for four 
days. If anyone gets a chance to go to 
Iceland…do it!

Joe Bramhall 12.1

The Land of 
Fire & Ice
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The benefits of dissection
Traditional dissection is now a compulsory key part of the required practicals in the new A level biology 
specifications and is designed to give pupils a grounding in hands-on experimentation. It came amid fears that 
large numbers of teenagers were starting university with little or no laboratory experience – leaving them  
                   struggling to understand the basics of practical work.

                    The new A level Biology specification will be entirely assessed through written  
   examinations but students will receive a separate pass or fail mark for 

experimentation. This method places a greater focus on experiments and  
          prevents pupils passing biology without a good grasp of lab work. The UK  
               needs a scientifically skilled workforce. It is also vital that we give students 

greater opportunity for a broader range 
of hands-on scientific experimentation 
as practical work sticks in the mind in a 
way that no amount of reading can; real 
dissections provide a sensory factor 
that visual study cannot provide.

The dissection practicals teach 
pupils the “safe use of instruments 
for dissection of an animal or plant 
organ, use of a microscope and the 
production of scientific drawings from 
observations, with annotations”. In 
the Christleton High School Biology 
Department, A level students are given 
the opportunity to dissect fish heads, 
pig hearts, lungs and plants.  

Mrs J Parker Head of Biology

On Tuesday 28th February 2017, Year 12 Biologists were 
given the great opportunity to go to the Science Live event 
for Biology. After driving to Manchester University, our 
group of around 25 students, sat down in the rather  
grand Whitworth Hall with other students from all  
across the North West.

The first speaker was Dr Emily Grossman who spoke to 
us about stem cells and how they could be used in the 
future to grow new limbs or organs. This really opened our 
eyes as to what exciting things a future in biology could 
hold. The next speaker was Professor Adam Hart who 
discussed how ant behaviour could teach us how to adapt 
technology to make it more efficient. This shone a really 
different and fascinating light on the uses and applications 
of entomology.

One of the most exciting parts of the day for many of us 
was seeing Professor Robert Winston, who is not only a 
distinguished scientist and member of the House of Lords 
but was a pioneer of IVF Treatment. He spoke to us all 
about the ethics of biology and the importance of patient 
autonomy. The last two speakers, Dr Jenny Rohn and 
Professor Steve Jones, spoke about antibiotic resistance 
and Darwinism respectively. This was a really interesting 
end to a great day and an amazing opportunity.

Thank you to Mrs Parker and Mrs Chapman for organising 
this trip.

Isabella Cornwell 12

Science Live in Manchester with the A-Level BiologistsAs part of the recent Geography  
trip to Iceland, GCSE and A-level  
students were able to visit ON  
Power’s Hellisheiði Geothermal  
Energy Plant and discover more  
about the opportunities in this  
rapidly growing industry.

Iceland‘s unique position at the 
meeting place of the Eurasian and 
American tectonic plates has enabled 
it to take advantage of this renewable 
form of energy production, and more 
and more countries around the world 
are looking to harness the earth’s 
power in this way.

Students learnt that Iceland has a 
total of seven geothermal power 
plants, which produce 30% of the 
country’s electricity from geothermal, 
the remaining 70% coming from 
hydroelectric power, another 
renewable source. 90% of houses 
in Iceland are now heated from 
geothermal energy and this  
figure is rising every year.

To have a future in this exciting industry 
students were told about the most 
relevant subject areas to study after 
school, including degrees in: -
• Civil Engineering
• Environmental Engineering
• Renewable Energy
• Environment and Natural Resources

It is becoming increasingly popular 
for UK students to study some of 
these areas at overseas universities, 
including those in Iceland.

More information, including the 
University of Iceland Guide for 
International Students can be found at:
http://english.hi.is/sens/faculty_of_
civil_and_environmental_engineering/
front_page

Geographers 
Go Geothermal…! 
Pathway to a Career 
in Environmental 
Engineering 
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was going to be changed to Bonds. 
People could withdraw minimal 
amounts from the banks and many 
were camping outside to the banks 
unable to afford the bus fare home.

We immediately arranged to transfer 
funds to reimburse the schools for the 
cost of releasing the container and to 
pay for 12 months of internet costs to 
enable the educational aspect of the 
partnership to continue.”

We hear students question why they 
have to go to school, yet there are 
young people across the globe asking 
why they can’t go to school. They 
don’t care how far they have to walk, 
how early they have to get up in the 
morning or how many people they 
share a desk with. They are desperate 
for an education and are immensely 
proud of their achievements.

Ewloe Green School and Herbert 
Chitepo School have been involved 
in a partnership project since 2013. 
Fundraising events are often held 
by both teachers and students. This 
compassionate primary school in 
Wales has had a massive impact 
on the lives of hundreds of young 
people in Zimbabwe. Christleton High 
School has been honoured to be a 
part of this phase of the partnership 
and look forward to helping in the 
future.If anyone would like to assist 
or has any questions, please contact 
Ms K. Pitchford on pitchfordk@
christletonhigh.co.uk .
 
K. Pitchford

Exam Certificates
To all students who are yet to 
collect past Exam Certificates, 
these are available from the 
Exams Office, which is open 
from Monday to Friday between 
08:45 and 15:30.

If you are nominating a family 
member/friend to collect your 
certificate on your behalf, please 
note, they will require written 
permission from yourself and 
Photo ID.
                                                                          
Thank You
Exam Office

“I am the law”
Sixth Former Michael Woollam 
tells us how he has gained a 
place as a Military Policeman

It all started with a trip to the careers office and a chat with Mrs Wood. She 
helped me look for application forms and I started applying. The process 
took over 7 months but when I got an invitation to interview it made it all 
worthwhile. I had to go to Chester for my first interview which consisted of 
a combination of mental and physical assessments. The mental tests were 
all about problem solving and making decisions quickly, whilst the physical 
tests included: running one and a half miles, lifting 40kg weights, and 
walking 150m carrying 20 kilogram jerry cans in each hand.

I then had to go down to Winchester for a three day “Look at Life” in the 
Army course. This is when I found out what life as a military policeman was 
really like. The guys were great and I had a brilliant time, learning about 
the job and seeing what I would be doing in my chosen career.

The next stage was the full selection week in Edinburgh. This was a whole 
seven days of tests, activities and interviews designed to check whether 
you have the mental and physical toughness to join the armed forces. The 
hardest part was the BARB test, which you have to pass with 60/80 or you 
are disqualified. I managed to pass at the second attempt having failed on 
day one.

Having got my acceptance letter I am now in training to make sure I am 
ready for my fourteen weeks basic training, which starts in October 2017. I 
am doing this with all Army recruits. This is followed by twenty-one weeks 
in Hampshire where I learn the policing role of my new job. This is more 
than just a job as I get a starting salary but also gain a degree in policing, 
which they pay for and get a CAT C license to drive Lorries. This is all 
instead of getting into £30,000 worth of debt at university.

Michael Woollam 13.7

If you are a regular reader of ‘The Swan’, 
you will remember an article about 
textbooks being donated to Zimbabwe. 
Ewloe Green School asked their local 
community to help donate resources to 
Herbert Chitepo School in Zimbabwe. Ms 
Pitchford asked the teachers at Christleton 
High School to have a sort out of their stock 
cupboards and donate any surplus books 
to Herbert Chitepo School. The response 
of the school was overwhelming … over 
200 bags with ten to twenty books in each 
bag were donated. That is more than two 
thousand books!
 
But what happened next?
 
The books were taken to Ewloe Green 
School, where they joined the other 
donations to go into a shipping container. 
The local community in Ewloe had been 
very generous and this included football 
kits, shoes, clothes, library books, games, 
paper, education resources and 5 huge 
Gazebos which could be used for lessons, 
providing some much needed shelter from 
the sun. Flintshire County Council also 
donated a huge amount of classroom and 
office furniture. This would be the second 
container that Ewloe Green had organised.
 
Ewloe Green School continue the story:
“Time passed very quickly and messages 
came and went between our schools but 
once the second container of resources 
arrived, problems began to be more evident.
The authorities opened the container to 
inspect the content and to decide if they 
were fit for their educational purposes. 
During this delay in securing the relevant 
documentation for duty free passage to 
the school, time lapsed and the companies 
involved in holding the container began to 
rack up astronomical charges!

Eventually, the authorities relented and 
issued the documentation but the invoices 
for storage were so large that they could not 
be afforded.

The parents from the schools petitioned 
the companies and complained to the 
authorities (a very brave thing to do) and 
the costs were reduced by 95%. This was 
fabulous news but the schools still had to 
find the $200 to get the container released. 
Between both schools, the money was 
found and the container released.

However, despite the gratitude of 
the schools, we felt that there was 
something wrong. We were concerned 
that we had received very little electronic 
communication and the resonance of the 
communications was somewhat muted.
We decided to identify the next project 
in our partnership and wondered if they 
needed more IT equipment, had a problem 
with their internet link or whether Mbuya 
Bona School needed to have electricity 
provision and to set them up with an 
IT Suite. However, careful questioning 
uncovered a huge humanitarian issue 
impacting the country and as our partner 
schools were not in affluent areas but 
served remote, rural Zimbabwe, the 
situation was getting critical. We learned 
that there was now 90% unemployment 
across the country.

Teachers and Government workers were 
not being paid. Parents could not afford 
their children’s school fees ($25). There  
was a drought and crops that were  
grown at the school to supplement  
the very poor diet had failed.

The borehole at Mbuya Bona school was 
not deep enough to reach the water source 
and so children had to bring their own  
water to school. The well at Herbert  
Chitepo School was running very low  
and there were not enough access  
points for the 1200 children.

The internet could not be afforded at $185 
per month and the costs for the container 
had wiped out their school funds.
Banks were in disarray and the  
national currency 

Christleton to
Zimbabwe  via Ewloe: Part 2
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Shrove Tuesday brings so many memories of sugar and 
lemons for so many. For the people of Ashbourne, it is 
about pride, honour and history.

Royal Shrovetide Football is a game that dates back to at 
least the 1600s. It is the origin of football, often referred 
to as ‘mob football’, but is actually more reminiscent of 
rugby. Historically played using an inflated pigs bladder, 
today using a large ball made of cork, the aim is to get 
the ball back from the central ‘turn up’ zone to your own 
goal. This would have been played around the country 
in various places for special occasions, but now just  
lives on famously in Ashbourne, where the Up’ards  
and Down’ards (teams based on which side of the  
river you are born) compete to get to their goals  
that are 3 miles apart.

Seven Year 12 students made the trip to Ashbourne with 
Mr Clark this year to see what they have been studying 
about in their Historical Studies module of the A Level. 
Waiting in the marketplace outside the famous Ye Olde 
Vaults pub, the crowds began to gather pre-match for 
the speech from the leader of the Up’ards. A rousing 
speech reminiscent of that in Braveheart was met with 
cheers and excitement from the hundreds of people that 
gathered around, and with that everybody headed down 
to a central car park for the start.

Every year at 2pm the ball is ‘turned up’ to begin the 
game by an important local figure or someone famous 
(Prince Charles, Brian Clough and Sir Stanley Matthews 
to name a few!) after a rendition of Auld Lang Syne 
and God Save The Queen. Once the ball is thrown into 
the crowd, the only rules are that the ball cannot be 
concealed, taken in a vehicle, or taken into churchyards. 
What transpires, then, is the biggest and most 

disorganised rugby scrum imaginable. Hundreds upon 
hundreds of people push to try and move the crowd 
in their direction, with the ball very rarely seen and the 
direction of the ‘hug’ (the official name for the ‘scrum’ 
around the ball) able to change direction very quickly 
and very powerfully.

After a mad first 5 minutes of pushing around, the ball 
was forced out of the car park and down a street until 
the crowd stopped at the corner of a field blocked by a 
hedge and a large tree. 

It stayed here for around 15 minutes, with both teams 
pushing but going nowhere. Someone, it seemed, was 
holding on to the ball in the middle whilst lots of others 
tried to free it from his grasp. One man even climbed a 
tree and crawled along a branch in an attempt to gain 
an advantage! Eventually the ball somehow popped free 
and was hit into the air into the field where Mr Clark was 
watching from and he got a hand on the ball to push it 
back – a very rare and unexpected achievement!

The game then took a muddy turn as the field got 
pounded by hordes of men diving on the ball and each 
other, with the Up’ards taking the ball in their desired 
direction. Comical slips and slides in the mud became 
common at this point, with George Campbell and Meg 
Davies both taking tumbles down a small hill as they 
attempted to get out of the way of the onrushing scrum. 
Before long the ball was at the riverside and as the ball 
went flying in, so the locals followed. About 20 men  
all jumped in, desperately trying to win the ball back  
for their team and swim it into some space. At this  
point it was more like watching water polo than  
football or rugby!

As the Up’ards got it across the river, the huge crowd 
of onlookers attempted to cross via the small bridge – 
taking considerably longer than the ball did to make a 
break across the playing fields and into the local tennis 
courts. From there, it went through a park, some cricket 
nets, a football pitch and then back into the river.

After nearly 2 hours of following the action departure 
back to Christleton was due, by which time the ball had 
travelled just 200m as the crow flies. Muddy, cold and 
wet, the students were glad to get back into the warm of 
the bus, but sad to leave the action after a thrilling day. 
The game eventually finished at 8.20pm as the Up’ards 
‘goaled the ball’ in Sturston, with the local scorer 
becoming a folk hero in the process. All in all it was a 
fantastic experience and one that the Year 12s, who 
conducted themselves so well throughout, would 
love to return to. 

Mr J Clark

Football Crazy...
7th July 2017
Year 13 

Leavers’ Ball 
at Chester 

Racecourse
This year, the Sixth Form Leavers’ Ball is to be held at 

‘Horseradish’, Chester Racecourse on Friday 7th July 2017. 

The Social & Fundraising team organises this ball  
every year and we would like to make it special  

so that it will be a night to remember.

The cost of the ticket includes: 

• A drink on arrival   • A 3 course sit down meal   • Disco

The total cost of the evening will be £46.00 per person.   
Students are to make their own way to the venue.

Menu
Starters

Homemade market fresh soup, crusty artisanal bread
Or

Coronation chicken terrine,  
Indian mango chutney dressing, poppadums

Main Course

Roast breast of chicken, fricassee of potato gnocchi & 
Mediterranean vegetables, basil pesto & wilted rocket

Or

Slow braised lamb, hotpot potatoes,  
root vegetables & rosemary juices

Or

Harissa roasted vegetable samosa, spiced couscous  
with roasted courgettes, Kashmiri dressing (v)

Dessert
Vanilla cheesecake, Eton Mess cream

Or
Dark chocolate tart, salted butterscotch

See you all there,              Mr M Cosstick Head of Sixth Form

Christleton

Sixth Form
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BBC School Reporters 

take a trip to the Zoo
On Thursday 16th February, eight BBC school reporters, accompanied by Miss Croft, 

Mr Byrne and Mrs Davies, had the opportunity to go to Chester Zoo and interview the 
zookeepers about the two new baby elephants and the Asian Songbird Crisis.

Pupils from Years 7 and 8 had prepared questions to ask the zookeepers on the two new rare Asian  
baby elephants named Indali (2 months old) and Aayu (1 month old), both part of the Hi Way family.

Indali was born on the 16th December 2016 to the twelve year old mother Sundara. She 
was in gestation for approximately twenty two months and the keepers are believed to 

have seen her standing up within minutes. The keepers have said that Indali and her 
mother have been welcomed to the herd and are doing well.

Aayu was born on 17th January 2017 to mother Sithami, who is 20 years old and 
our cameraman, Oliver Hynds, managed to capture some excellent footage of 
Aayu and her mother. The keepers are said to be delighted to have two new 
baby elephants at the zoo as Asian elephants are said to be endangered and 
have been threatened by habitat loss, poaching, diseases and conflict with 
humans. The pupils witnessed both baby elephants at the zoo and were able 
to ask the zookeepers questions such as: ‘As you managed to catch the birth 
on CCTV, how would you describe the birth in one word?’ The full interview 
will be published on our school website on BBC News School Report Day on 
Thursday 16th March 2017.

Later on in the afternoon, the pupils got to visit some of the bird enclosures and 
they interviewed another zookeeper about the Asian Songbird Crisis. Keeping 
caged songbirds is an ancient tradition practiced across Asia, particularly by 
men, but it is illegal. Across Asia, songbirds are on their way to extinction and 
Chester Zoo are working with many other organisations to try and help put a 
stop to this. Our pupils asked many questions about the crisis and again the 

full report will be available on our school website on 16th March. A massive 
well done to the following pupils:

Mia Scholes 8K1     Emma Wood 8K1
Amy Doherty 8K1     Freya Doyle 8BY2

Shae Woodard-Lord 8BY1
Oliver Hynds 9L2

Daniel Skinner 9K2
Will Lawrence 9L2 

 Miss K Croft

Christleton High School: 
Keeping Parents Informed

Are YOU 
making use 
of ‘Track My 

Child’?
It’s not always easy as a parent knowing whether your 
child is doing everything they should at school and how 
they are performing in lessons and with homework.

Have YOU often wondered; “Is my child….

• Arriving to lessons on time?

• Making a good effort in every lesson?

• Doing all homework?

If so, now is the time to ensure you use our  
‘Track My Child’ facility to get the answers to  
those questions and more.

We use SIMS Learning Gateway to provide you with  
the information you need. To make sure you are 
registered with our SIMS Learning Gateway (SLG)  
simply click on ‘Track My Child’ via our school  
website and follow the instructions.

Here is what one parent has to say: -

“The Track My Child portal using Sims Learning 
Gateway is an absolutely fantastic tool to keep 
up to speed with my child’s academic effort and 
performance. It is immensely informative and 
completely negates the fear I had as a parent that 
maybe I wasn’t getting ‘the full picture’ from my  
child’s daily activities!  Very intuitive and helps with 
tracking homework right down to  date given, date  
due and a brief description of what the task is,  
which is an absolute must in our household!”

Year 7 Parent, November 2016

Want to know more…?
SIMS Learning Gateway is a web-based system enabling 
you to access your child’s data, via the internet.

Getting Started

Visit the school website www.christletonhigh.co.uk

Download our SLG User Guide For Parents:

www.christletonhigh.co.uk/parents/downloads.php

Click on Parents/Track my Child - Sims Learning 
Gateway

You will then be asked to log on; enter your Username 
& Password. These should have been sent to you on 
separate occasions. Please note that the password is 
case sensitive; ensure this is entered correctly.

If you are experiencing any problems or need a 
username / password update, please email slg@
christletonhigh.co.uk and we will happily help you  
get registered.
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Frankie Valli was not wrong. However, 
it wasn’t late December in ‘63, but 
early December in 2016. “A Night at the 
Musicals”, Christleton High School is 
offering of the best of the West End and 
Broadway was more like a showcase 
of musical glitz from Bond Street and 
Bloomindale’s! Each performance was 
carefully presented in its own beautiful 
setting, created by the musicians, 
lighting, costume and direction.

Simon Phillips and his team mined the 
musicals and not only brought out some 

of the crown jewels of the genre, but he 
also introduced us to some of its lesser-
known gems.

This was no string of karaoke fake 
pearls with one show song following 
another. Rather, it was a beautifully 
crafted show, which strung together 
items, which created contrasts of 
mood, and pace as every facet of the 
performers’ considerable talents were 
put on display.

With sixteen fabulous principals, a 

superb chorus line and some wonderful 
dancers, the Company seemed 
to be energised by each other’s 
performances.

A school show could not have a better 
start than to present a cast of “Revolting 
Children”. John Gornall led the whole 
Company in a riotous affair. What 
a good job there were no OFSTED 
inspectors around! This high-energy 
opening gave way to Alana Williams 
singing, “There’s a Fine, Fine Line” from 
“Avenue Q” with total sincerity, maturity 
and conviction.

The Scarlet Pimpernel might have been 
a bit of a rough diamond, but in this 
astonishingly polished performance 
of “Into the Fire” from Will Lannin and 
the male chorus, a star was born. I 
suspect that no one in the audience 
had ever heard of the musical, let alone 
the song, but the swaggering bravado 
Will brought to the part, alongside his 
impressive vocal skill, made this one of 
the show’s highlights, for me.

“One Night Only” from “Dreamgirls” 
gave the dancers an opportunity to 

showcase their considerable talent 
and the energy they showed made it 
seem that they were only giving that 
one performance! “Look at Me” from, 
“The Witches of Eastwick” was sung 
by Tori Watterson, Zoya Ivanova and 
Elise Allison. The girls’ voices blended 
well and each of them brought out their 
individual character.

Follow that, as they say, and James 
Mizen certainly did. He sang the 
only well-known number from the 
musical, “Man of La Mancha” based on 

Cervantes’ novel, ”Don Quixote”. “To 
Dream the Impossible Dream” requires 
not only musical but also emotional 
stamina as the song builds in power 
and passion. James gave it all he had.

Ruth Campbell’s performance of this 
song from “13 The Musical” was cute 
and sassy, with a wholly convincing 
American accent throughout.

“Memory” from “Cats” was memorably 
done by Zoya, Tori and Eleanor 
Moulson. As each girl entered 

             Oh, 
what a night!



separately, we noticed a red dress 
followed by a blue dress and finally a 
purple dress. The mixing and matching 
of the colours, visually, vocally and 
emotionally was heightened by the 
subtle use of lighting.

From one Lloyd Webber blockbuster 
to another. and the duet, “All I Ask of 
You” from “Phantom of the Opera” 
continued to showcase Will’s talent. 
Heather Bunning, whose beautiful voice 
had a warmth and maturity that really 
suited the song ably matched him. She 

was to go on to prove her considerable 
range of talent with another duet in the 
second half of the show.

“I Will Follow Him” followed these 
two relatively slow numbers from 
“Sister Act”. Once more, the simple 
blue costumes implied nuns’ habits 
and the lighting suggested stained-
glass windows high above the stage. 
However, it was not long before Eleanor 
and the Girls were true “soul sisters” 
putting the rock into faith.

Having lightened the mood, little 
prepared us for the comic mastery and 
timing of Jack Clerkin, Joe Bramall, 
Max Enston and Osian Williams in 
the outrageously politically incorrect, 
Everybody Ought to have a Maid” from 
Stephen Sondheim’s. “A Funny Thing 
Happened on the Way to the Forum”. 

The deliciously inappropriate 
lyrics added to the “over the top” 
performances brought the house down!
Eleanor and James were joined by 
Alex Roberts and Ryan Vint for “Dear 

One” from, “Kiss of the Spiderwoman”. 
This item nicely presented another 
contrasting use of vocal range and 
colour and created a change of 
mood from the previous item. This 
was followed by the whole Company 
tongue twisting their way through, 
“Supercalifragilisticexpialidocious” 
from, “Mary Poppins”. This was a clever 
arrangement, which made a well-
known song seem fresh and new by its 
inventiveness.

Only Stephen Sondheim could make a 
musical masterpiece out of the story of 
“Sweeney Todd – the Demon Barber of 
Fleet Street”. The tale is of a murderous 
barber who teams up with Mrs. Lovett, 
a Victorian version of “Greggs”, and 
ends up making people pies! Joshua 
Jones sang, “Not while I’m Around” 
and captured its sentiment without any 
sentimentality. This showed that Josh 
is developing the maturity to present 
a song and character with clarity and 
conviction.

The first half ended with a trio of 
blockbusters from, “Les Miserables”, 
leaving no one feeling glum! 
Sandwiched between two rousing 
choruses, performed by the whole 
Company, was a beautiful and 
emotional performance of “On My 
Own” by Eleanor, who, throughout the 
first half, showed us the tremendous 
range of her vocal and acting abilities. 
The group opened with, “At the End of 
the Day” and closed with the storming 
of the barricades in, “One Day More!” 
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I have commented on individual 
performances, but it would be wrong 
not to mention the stage presence 
and vocal excellence of the whole 
Company. They gave total commitment 
and energy to everything they did, 
throughout the whole show. The 
warmth and power of their singing was 
often electrifying.

The second half of the show maintained 
the levels of excellence achieved in the 
first half with thirteen more shows to go.
I wasn’t even aware that Charles M. 
Schultz’s creation, Snoopy, Charlie 
Brown’s faithful hound in the 1950’s 
comic strip, had been turned into a 
musical, but opening the second half 
was, “Just One Person”. 

This turned out to be Lucas Duthie. 
He was quite soon followed by Alex, 
Max and Elise Allison and company 
to expand this feel-good song about 
friendship into a full-blown anthem to 
self-belief. If like me, you found this 
a little too saccharine, not the fault 
of the performers, just the song, the 
sugary after-taste was soon dispelled 
by the sharp, acidic humour of The 
Song That Goes Like This” from 
“Spamalot”. This wickedly funny spoof 
of all the ingredients needed to create 
the romantic duet at the heart of any 
successful musical was performed with 
exceptional skill and comic timing by 
Ryan Vint and Heather Bunning. 

We already knew that Heather had a 
gorgeous voice from her earlier duet 
with Will. This now seemed a complete 
send-up of songs like, “All I Ask of You” 
and Ryan who has both natural comic 
flair as well as a great voice brilliantly 
collaborated her.

Pace and mood were rapidly changed 
as we found ourselves in the steamy 
and sultry “Dreamland” after-hours bar 
in Saigon, where American GIs went 
to relax. “Miss Saigon” is a re-telling of 
the plot of Puccini’s “Madam Butterfly” 
re-set during the Vietnam War. “The 
Movie in my Mind” sung by Tori and Mia 
Bellion is a tragic song, as it expresses 
the hopes and dreams of the new “Miss 
Saigon” of her hoped-for future life in 
America with her GI. 

The lighting, costumes and 
choreography of The Girls poignantly 
captured all the characters’ desperation 
as well as their requirement to please 
the customers. This was yet another 
demonstration of how sensitive the 
choreography was, created by the team 

of Annie Howarth, Paige Pedlow and 
Kelly Stevens.

The title of this review is one of the 
songs featured in “The Jersey Boys”, 
a jukebox musical based on the hits 
of Frankie Valli and the Four Seasons. 
Will treated us to a show-stopping 
performance of one of its hit numbers, 
“Can’t Take My Eyes Off Of You”.  
Uber-slick, uber-cool and with  
tons of personality, this was the 
highlight of the show!

“Somewhere That’s Green” is another 
song of longing for a brighter future in 
America, but the character lives there 
already, in Skid Row. Kristie Horrocks 
beautifully captured the naivety of  
her character’s wish to live the 
American Dream.

Ruth, Max, Jack and The Company then 
gave us the fulfilment of Princess Fiona 
and Shrek’s story from, “Shrek – the 
Musical” in “This is Our Story”. 

A little green lighting simply and 
effectively created the loveable 
characters. Whether the focus was 
on an individual or a large group of 
performers, the whole stage area was 
used so effectively as all the transitions 
appeared to be seamless. Much of the 
credit for this must go to the backstage 
crew who must have dealt with constant 
mayhem behind the scenes.

Following in the footsteps of Meryl 
Streep, Zoya took on, “The Winner 
Takes It All” from “Mamma Mia!” 
and beat them both. She sang with 
passionate conviction and created 
the drama of the moment and the 
character’s dilemma, beautifully.

The Boys had already shown their 
vocal talent in the first half, backing 
Will so effectively in “Into the Fire” but 
now they got their chance to display 
their acting skills and sense of fun in 
“There Is Nothing like a Dame” from 
the Rogers and Hammerstein classic, 
“South Pacific”.

Alex captured all the happiness and 
joy in the tribute to her character’s 
hometown, in “Good Morning 
Baltimore” from “Hairspray”. The song 
just makes you smile! Has anyone 
thought of changing the lyric to, “Good 
Morning Christleton”? It could become 
the school song!

The final four items were all large-scale 

affairs, either in terms of the numbers of 
cast on stage or in the emotional impact 
of the material presented. I loved the 
way that the show had been crafted 
to reach an unexpected but wholly 
convincing climax.

Eleanor, Will, Joe, Heather and 
Company performed, “Seasons of 
Love” from “Rent” which is another 
Puccini reworking, this time of “La 
Boheme”. This was one of my favourites 
of all the Principals and Company 
numbers in the show. It had such power 
and optimism that I would have happily 
spent 525,600 minutes soaking up  
its energy.

The Principals then created that most 
moving moment from the end of, “Blood 
Brothers” when the inevitable tragedy 
has happened.  The contrast with 
the previous item was stark, and all 
credit must go to the maturity of all the 
performers for creating this emotional 
leap so effortlessly.

The final pair of items were taken 
from CHS Musical triumphs from 2005 
and 2016. This simply reinforced the 
high quality of vision, musicianship, 
performance standards and technical 
mastery shown, not only tonight, but 
consistently throughout the last  
eleven years.

We began with revolting children 
and end, almost, with children being 
“Bad Guys” from “Bugsy Malone”. The 
Chorus tell us, “We could have been 
anything we wanted to be, with all 
the talent we had” Well, they certainly 
fulfilled their promise and talent and 
weren’t half-bad!

Finally, the show ended with “Once We 
Were Kings” from “Billy Elliot” which 
was staged in June. This was fitting, as 
it reprised a phenomenally successful 
recent production. It also demonstrated 
beyond doubt that if you present the 
talents of the students, simply and 
honestly, the effect is intensely moving. 
The whole Company sang, “So we walk 
proudly and we walk strong” and so 
they should!

Another successful CHS Musical 
venture crowns 2016 and I for one 
cannot wait for the next production. 
Maybe Frankie Valli should have the 
last word, as, “I’m Working My Way 
Back To You” as soon as I can!

Mr Howard Kane

On Saturday 18th February 2017, a group of students, 
including myself, attended an event organised by Music 
for Life at the Royal Northern College of Music. We met 
at school at 08:45 and travelled to Manchester by coach.

At the Royal Northern College of Music, we met with 
students from three other High schools: Bishop Heber, 
Tarporley and Neston. Among us there were vocalists 
and instrumentalists including saxophone, flute, violin, 
trumpet (and more) players.

I went to the vocalist workshop. We were led by a lady 
called Rosie and there was a band consisting of drums, 
bass, electric guitar and piano. We were spilt into three 
groups - group one sang low, group two sang the tune 
and group three sang high. I was in group three. Each 
song was arranged so we would harmonise when we 
sang together. The songs we sang were “Human” by 
Rag ‘n’ Bone Man, “Run” by Snow Patrol/ Leona Lewis 
and “Hold Back the River” by James Bay. Rosie was very 
enthusiastic and encouraged us to enjoy the music listen 
to each other and how we sounded as a group.

The day culminated in a performance at 16:30. The 
Junior MFL orchestra were first to perform playing 
“Rondeau” - Purcell, “Ruby” - Kaiser Chiefs, “Five Jive” 
- AT, “Over the Rainbow” - Arlen and Harburg (from The 
Wizard of Oz) and “Can’t Get You Out Of My Head” 
- Kylie. Next, Morgan Tomlins (Bishop Heber) sang 
“Somewhere” from West Side Story. Then, it was our turn 
to perform. We stood in front of the band and sang our 
songs. I thought they all went well, but “Hold Back the 
River” was the most enjoyable to sing, with the audience 
clapping along.

When we took our seats again, Jessie Griffiths (from 
our Year 10BA1) played Bach’s Flute Sonata in G minor. 
Finally, it was the turn of the band. They played “Cold 
Duck Time” and “Simple Song”. Angus Vardy-White 
(Tarporley) then played a song on the piano, which 
he couldn’t pronounce the name of and no one else 
seemed to know. The band finished the performance 
by playing another two pieces, “Soul Bossa Nova” and 
“Kimo Samba”.

The performance finished at 18:00. Music for Life had 
promised the day would be amazing, inspirational and 
memorable. I think it definitely was!

Emily Stretch 8L1 Hot Scholar for Music

Music for Life
Royal Northern College of Music
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GCSE 
MEDIA 
CITY 
TRIP  

On Friday 13th January, 

a group of GCSE Media 

Studies students had the 

opportunity to visit Media 

City in Manchester to 

complete some workshops 

based around their exam 

topics- Radio and TV News.  

Mrs Cutler, Miss Croft and 

Mrs Wainman accompanied 

the pupils.
 

Year 11 pupils, whose exam topic 
is Radio News, got to work with 
BBC Radio presenter, Caroline 
Cheetham for the day and were 
given professional tips on how 
to write and present for Radio. 
The pupils then spent the 
afternoon in the radio studios 
at the University of Salford, 
presenting and recording 
their own radio quiz shows, 
which were then broadcast 
onto Shock Radio. This was 
a fantastic opportunity for 
pupils to work in a professional 
environment and to produce a 
piece of work to keep.
 
Meanwhile, Year 10 pupils 
and a few Year 9 BBC School 
Reporters had the chance to 
become TV Presenters for 
the day as they worked on 
producing a TV News package 
based on something real in the 
local area. Pupils worked with 
mentors from the University of 
Salford to research, present, 
film and edit a news package 
during the day and again the 
pupils were given their work to 
take home and keep.
 
The day gave pupils the 
opportunity to work with 
professionals within the Media 
industry and to take on board 
advice from pupils studying 
Journalism at the university.
 
Miss K Croft

Mathematics to 
Ministry of Defence
On Friday 27th of January 2017, the Mathematics department organised 
a Pathway event when they welcomed a STEM (Science Technology 
Engineering and Maths) ambassador to Christleton High School to raise 
students’ awareness of future pathways related to mathematics.
 
Here is what Kit Tillotson from Year 12.7 thought:
“Some Year 11, 12 and 13 students received a talk from Mr Holme’s sister 
about her work as an engineer for the Ministry of Defence. Her job involves 
designing various planes and ensuring that they are safe for use for the 
public. It was fascinating to discover the different aspects that go into the 
design of each plane, from dealing with bird strikes, testing the wings to 
ensure that they are flexible enough. It was particularly interesting to find 
out that the area in which the plane will fly is a factor when designing the 
cockpits because of the migration pattern of local birds. The talk was very 
useful for students who were contemplating a career in engineering,  
or a similar field as it showed them what an engineer actually does  
on a daily basis.”
 
Tom Hanson in Year 12.3 said “I loved the talk and found it really 
interesting.”

The Christleton High School 
Combined Cadet Force took a day 
out of school to go to the Inskip 
Cadet Centre. We took part in a lot 
of leadership and teamwork tasks. 
It was great fun!

The coach left school at 7:30am 
and we had a cooked breakfast 
when we go there. After that we 
played a game which tested our 
teamwork which is shown in the 
main picture above.

When we did our leadership 
activities, we split into groups to 
complete the tasks. They were 
both fun and educational! One 
of the main skills we learnt was 
to work as a team, collaborating 
because the tasks were difficult, 
communication was key.

Furthermore, in the afternoon we 
took part in high and low rope 
activities, again using teamwork. 
The most difficult part of this was 
that some people deliberately lost 
their senses like sight, so we had to 
think of alternative ways of carrying 
out the task.

In the cadets we take part in a lot 
of activities such as:

•  Low ropes
•  High ropes
•  Leadership
•  Navigation
• Flying/gliding
•  Camouflage and concealment
•  First aid
•  Drill 

These are all extremely exciting  
activities and we would 
recommend them.
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On 22nd November 2016, 
Mr Holmes and Ms Pitchford 
took a group of Year 11 and 12 
mathematicians to the ‘Maths 
Inspiration’ event at the RNCM 
concert hall in Manchester.
Maths inspiration events are a 
series of lectures across the UK, 
featuring three interactive talks 
from some of the country’s most 
engaging maths speakers, followed 
by a lively Q&A session in which 
students get to ask the panellists 
anything they want.
 
The host for the day was Matt 
Parker, who is known as the “stand-
up mathematician”. He is the only 
person to hold the prestigious 
title of London Mathematical 
Society Popular Lecturer while 
simultaneously having a sold-out 
comedy show at the Edinburgh 
Festival Fringe. His irreverent 
presentation style was an instant 
hit with the audience of students 
and he had the whole hall thinking 
about intriguing maths problems 
before the lectures even started.
 
The first speaker was the techni-
coloured haired Katie Steckles. 
Katie is a mathematician based in 
Manchester, and a member of Matt 
Parker’s Think-Maths team. Since 
gaining her PhD she has travelled 
the country to talk about maths in 
schools, at science festivals, on 
BBC radio, at music festivals and 
on the world famous Numberphile 
channel.
 
Her talk was entitled ‘Seriously 
Puzzling’ and considered how the 
world’s top mathematicians have 
brilliant minds, and their work 
is used in all kinds of amazing 
scientific and technological 
discoveries - yet there are still 

questions even they can’t answer. 
The four colour map theory was 
particularly engaging, given that 
cartographers used this colour 
theory for over a hundred years 
before mathematicians could 
theoretically prove it.
 
Motorbike enthusiasts may have 
recognised Hugh Hunt before he 
even spoke. Last Easter, Guy Martin 
broke the ‘wall of death’ speed 
record on a wall designed by  
Dr Hunt.

He is a Reader in Engineering at 
Cambridge University; his research 
is in Climate Engineering - how to 
cool the planet if we fail to meet our 
CO2 emission targets. He is famous 
for his documentaries on Channel 
4, including Dambusters - Building 
the Bouncing Bomb, and Attack of 
the Zeppelins. With a CV like that, 
his talk was never going to be dull.
 
‘Maths in a spin’ looked at how 
things interact in surprising ways: 
A spinning ball bounces in curious 
ways. Why does a spinning 
top stand up? Why doesn’t a 
rolling wheel fall over? Hugh 
demonstrated the mechanics of 
lots of spinning things, including 
gyroscopes. There were students 
spinning on stage propelled by 
nothing more than a spinning 
disc on the floor and two large 
containers of water. 

Heavy objects were lifted with 
ease by strings attached to small 
spinning weights, without pulleys. 
Seeing really was believing. There 
were some nervous faces from 
both teachers and students when 
he finished his talk by throwing 
a boomerang around the hall 
from the stage. Then he moved 

around the aisles and repeated 
this several times, never hitting a 
single spectator. If there had been a 
souvenir boomerang stall it would  
have sold out!
 
We were lucky to have Rob 
Eastaway, the Director of Maths 
Inspiration since it began in 2004, 
as one of our speakers. He is an 
author whose books on everyday 
maths include the bestselling Why 
Do Buses Come In Threes? And 
The Hidden Maths of Sport. His talk 
was on ‘Decisions, Decisions’ and 
related to probability (rather than 
Decision Maths). 

He took an entertaining look at 
what makes a good decision and 
how a bit of maths can help - using 
examples from TV gameshows, 
bus queues, international sport 
and the high flying world of stock 
market investors along the way. 
There were chocolate Freddoes 
and a cuddly toy at stake for those 
students who participated in the 
decision-making on stage.
 
It was an enjoyable event for  
both the staff and students  
involved and to quote one  
of our mathematicians:

“It was really interesting to see 
the different ways to apply maths 
to things you wouldn’t think it 
would apply to, like a boomerang 
or colouring in a map of  
the country.”

If you are interested in finding 
out more, search for any of these 
speakers or Numberphile on the 
internet; several of them have 
YouTube channels too.

Maths Inspiration
Manchester

The Junior School musical is fast approaching! The auditions took place all day on 
the 09th of February 2017. It was a very nerve racking experience for everyone, 
including the Drama and English staff that had the tough job of casting this  
year’s show.
 
Before the audition, everyone was very nervous to perform in front of the teachers. 
This year the auditions have been done in a different way to previous years. This 
year, students auditioned with three to five other people. This was because of the 
huge amount of aspiring actors/actresses. Around one hundred and thirty people 
auditioned for an average of sixty roles including twenty principals.
 
Everyone felt well prepared for the audition, as the audition pack was very 
informative. Following the huge success of the last musicals, people who had 
auditioned before, thought this was more worrying than any auditions as the 
competition was fierce! In the audition, we were first asked to sing a short snippet 
off any song between twenty to thirty seconds, many people thought this was the 
worst part and a few people forgot their words!
 
Next, they were asked to perform a script, the boys as Beast and the girls as Belle. 
We really enjoyed this, as drama hot scholars, as it was a great chance to show 
our abilities. We were asked about our experience in dance and our heights were 
taken for the costumes. As everyone was eager to get into to such a fantastic 
show, the audition was important to everyone.
 
During the audition, people felt very nervous but the audition was very organised 
and relaxed. Most people enjoyed the audition experience in the end. Although 
some people found auditioning with their peers nerve racking, overall people 
found it better to have their friends with them.
 
At the end of the day, the drama department had some very difficult decisions to 
make. On Monday 12th of February 2017, the cast list was released, casting Alice 
Watkinson Year 9K1 as Belle, Charlie Doyle Year 9BA2 as Beast and many other 
students for various roles. Although, many people were disappointed not to get in 
this time there is always next year and overall the auditions were a huge success 
across the school.
 
Tori Taylor 8L1 Drama Hot Scholar

   Beauty and the Beast           
       Auditions... European 

Youth 
Parliament 
Debating 
Competition
On Friday 12th February, eight intrepid 
Year 12 students went to Manchester 
City Council to compete in the 
European Youth Parliament regional 
debating finals.  The team comprised of 
Spencer Mitchell, Kit Tilotson, Heather 
Jones, Cameron Bradley, Oliver 
Rawlinson, Will McDonald, Harvey 
Ashworth and Cameron Mochrie.

The preparation and depth of 
knowledge shown by the team was 
superb and covered topics as diverse 
as: selling arms to Saudi Arabia, the 
obesity crisis and who would win in a 
fight: pirates or ninjas?

Competition was fierce and the group 
certainly got the better of the early 
exchanges.  They demonstrated a 
strong ability to both attack and defend 
the different proposals, showing that 
perfect preparation prevents poor 
performance.  The team were a little 
bemused though by the chairwoman’s 
insistence that they get up and dance 
between rounds and that votes should 
be decided by rapping them, or in the 
form of a mime!!

In the end it was a close run for first 
place and a trip to the National finals 
in London.  Unfortunately, despite 
a heroic effort, they were pipped 
by a team from Xaverian College in 
Manchester.  A big thank you should 
be sent to Mr Rose, who organised and 
planned the trip.  Hard luck guys and 
let’s come back stronger next year.

Christleton

Sixth Form
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Eleven hours in Poland
Holocaust Educational Trust

As part of my study in History this year, I have 
been fortunate to have the opportunity to 
participate in the Lessons from Auschwitz project; 
run by the Holocaust Educational Trust. One of 
the main features of the project was a one-day 
visit to Poland; this was especially important in 
understanding the Holocaust better because 
“hearing is not like seeing” and it’s necessary to 
see the concentration camps for ourselves to  
know why we should never forget the millions  
who were murdered there and across Europe 
during the Holocaust.

For me, the visit to Poland was 
invaluable in digesting the Holocaust 
in a deeper and more meaningful way 
than could ever be achieved through 
work in the classroom. Being there, 
illustrated just how far ranging and 
impactful, the consequences of the 
Holocaust was on people’s lives.

Our first stop was at the town of 
Oswiecim, formerly known by the 
Germanised name ‘Auschwitz’. Before 
it was stripped of its Polish name by 
the Nazis, Oswiecim had been a large 
Jewish community. By 1939, 58% of 
Oswiecim’s population was Jewish as 

the town was an important trade centre 
and was home to the Great Synagogue 
on what was then known as Jews’ 
Street. Up to 1,000 people would 
worship inside this highly decorated 
building, which was so well known that 
the German Kaiser had visited it during 
the period between World Wars I and II.

Other communal buildings located 
close by included the mikvah (ritual 
bath), study house and rabbinical court. 
However, after the outbreak of war in 
September 1939, the occupying forces 
moved quickly to show their authority, 
burning down the Great Synagogue, 
and removing all Jews from the town 
council. By the end of October, the 
entire administration was replaced  
with a Nazi one, complete with a  
Nazi mayor. 

Within a year Heinrich Himmler, 
leader of the SS and architect of 
the Holocaust, had ordered that a 
concentration camp be established in 
the town, making use of 300 local Jews 
in the conversion work.  This part of 
the visit was vital in understanding how 
the Holocaust began and that the Jews 
persecuted were ordinary people like 
you and me. It is important that their 
identity is not dominated by the actions 
of their Nazi persecutors and that they 
are humanised for those remembering 
the Holocaust.

The second part of our visit was 
a tour of Auschwitz I, the original 
concentration camp with the famous 
gates with the cruelly ironic ‘ARBEIT 
MACHT FREI’ – ‘WORK BRINGS 
FREEDOM’; which for me symbolises 
the mentality of a generation of Nazis.  
One particularly strong recollection 
from Auschwitz I, was the harsh 
contrast between the stunning luxuries 
of the Auschwitz camp commanders’ 
family mansion, which was situated just 
a couple of hundred metres away from 
the gas chambers. 

As we walked through the bleak 
concrete cells and thought of how our 
tour guide had told us how the men, 
women and children would crowd 
towards the doors and air vents in 
a desperate attempt to escape. As 
the poisonous gas poured into the 
chambers, it seemed so shocking 
that the camp commander’s wife in 
her mansion had once referred to 
Auschwitz as her ‘paradise’. In fact, 
she could apparently wish for nothing 
more as when her husband was posted 
elsewhere she chose to remain at 
Auschwitz; for me this was extremely 
disconcerting and showed just how 
normalised the entire extermination 
process had become.

The final part of our visit saw us travel 
to Birkenau, where Jews, political 
prisoners, and minorities were sent 
to their deaths. Being at Birkenau felt 
desperate, even as a visitor there for 
a few hours. Looking around from the 
central railroad were all the prisoners 
arrived, to be sorted into groups to 
either work until it was physically 
impossible to continue or to be 
murdered immediately at one of the 
Birkenau’s multiple crematoria,  
was shocking.  

As I stood in the bitter cold, as far 
as I could see, were rows and rows 
of ‘camps’, wooden shacks with 
ineffective chimneys as the only 
source of heating, each inhabited 
by a carefully segregated group 
of ‘undesirables’ under constant 
surveillance by a Nazi occupied 
watchtower. When you consider 
the prisoners here were living in 
conditions not fit for humans, on a diet 
of watered down soup, completing 
heavy manual labour from dawn until 
dusk. Often separated from everyone 
and everything they loved, you begin 
to feel a fierce admiration for those 
who survived to bear witness to the 
atrocities of the Holocaust.

We closed our visit with a memorial 
service at the ruins of Crematoria II; 
preserved as a wreckage, destroyed 
by the Nazis as they abandoned 
the concentration camps as allied 
forces approached. Everyone heard 
an impassioned and moving speech 
from the Rabbi who joined us that 
day, as well as readings, poems and 
testimonies from our tour guides 
and fellow students, before lighting 
our candles and placing them on the 
railway track of Birkenau in memory of 
the Holocaust and as a symbol of our 
remaining consciousness of this.

Polly Bowerman 13.1
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Behind Every Name a Story - 
Holocaust Survivor
On the 24th January 2017 we were 
honoured to host Mr Harry Bibring, 
Holocaust survivor, who came to talk 
about his experiences to our Year 9 
classes.

Harry Bibring was a 12 year old Jewish 
boy living in Austria at the time of the 
Holocaust, who managed to escape to 
the UK with his older sister. He talked 
to us about his experiences of the time 
and how he gradually was segregated 
from the rest of society. He spoke 
about how he was moved away to a 
different school and not allowed to do 
basic activities he once loved, due to 
his religion.

It was a very rare opportunity to hear 
about his account first hand and was 
very emotional hearing everything 
he had been through. Personally, we 
really enjoyed this because it gave 
us a new perspective of that time as 
well as us being able to relate to him 
on a personal level. During his talk he 
passed around some of his childhood 
documents that had survived all 
these years, so we were able to see 
authentic pieces of documentation 
from the time. This was very interesting 
as we had only ever seen things like 
these in books and never been able to 
actually hold them in real life.

Overall we would really like to thank 
Mr Harry Bibring for taking the time out 
of his schedule to come and visit us 
and share his experiences. We hope he 
will continue to share his story as we 
are sure many others would love  
to hear about it.

Mary Williams 9BA2 & 
Harry Proctor 9BY2
History Hot Scholars

Christleton are now twinned with 
Mahanga Secondary School in Uganda. 
The schools are involved with a project 
which helps to protect the great apes 
of Uganda. The charity organisation 
help raise awareness about the 
decline in great apes through teaching 
the children in Uganda about the 
importance of great apes. One of their 
methods was by showing children in 
local schools short films of footage 
about the apes by powered bike,  
which pupils volunteer to ride. 

The organisation is called GAFI (The 
Great Apes Film Initiative) which 
helps to protect Mountain Gorillas, 

Chimpanzees, Orangutans, Gibbons 
and Bonobos.

One of the members, Nicki Bolton, 
visited our school, in the lecture theatre, 
to talk to Year 8 about what GAFI does 
for the mountain apes. She has visited 
many schools around Chester, talking 
about how they have shown films about 
The Great Apes to schools in Uganda.

The method was to get a pupil to pedal 
on the bike in order to create power 
for the film to be shown. This meant 
that they could show the children in 
Uganda, the apes they share their 
home with and hopefully make the 

children grow up 
wanting to protect 
them.

The Year 8 
students all wrote 
letters to the 
children at Mahanga 
High to share facts 
about our school life 
and see how theirs differs 
from ours. Remember to look out 
for more future projects involving 
our twinned schools.  
 
George Davies 8BY1 & Dillon Brookes 
8K2 Geography Hot Scholars

Christleton High School
twinned with Mahanga 
Secondary School 
in Uganda

Year 10 and Year 11 BTEC Business 
students enjoyed a trip to 
Manchester United to learn about 
the finances of the football club. 
They received a presentation about 
the club’s revenue streams, how 
they are the most profitable and 
richest football club in the world.

Students enjoyed a tour of the 
museum and a chance to see the 
many trophies won and football 
memorabilia. The stadium tour 
gave students the opportunity to 
look around the ground, the press 
conference rooms, changing rooms 
and hospitality suites.

Finlay Mottershaw Year 10L2 ‘The 
best part of the trip for me was 
touching the players t-shirts in 
the changing room and walking 
through the dugout.’  

Chloe Jones Year 11L1 ‘I learned 
that half of Manchester United’s 
income comes from 70 sponsors. 
They have over 75,000 seats in 
their stadium, which are sold out 
on most home fixtures. High profile 
matches such as against Liverpool 
need additional security in order 
to separate the fans. We weren’t 
allowed to touch the grass as it 
was being treated for the next 

important game and there was a 
strong smell of garlic that is used 
to kill any bugs on the pitch.’

Emma Mcintosh Year 11K1 ‘The 
security at the club was very high 
and we were escorted on our tour 
by a security official. We got to 
understand how the players feel 
hyped up for a game as the noise 
from the crowd played as we 
walked through the dugout  
and into the ground. ‘

 Mrs E John

YEAR 10 AND YEAR 11 BTEC BUSINESS TRIP TO 

MANCHESTER UNITED
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News from 
Sylvia Wood, 
our Pathway 

Careers Advisor…

Hello Everyone! It’s Sylvia 

Wood here again, with 

another update of relating 

to my role as the Pathway 

Careers Advisor for 

Christleton High School.

I am based here every 
Thursday and have 
been involved in 
activities such as 

guidance interviews, 
group work and talks 

with students.

This time of year is very 
busy with our Year 11 

students planning their future 
careers and Year 9 students 

choosing their options. Many 
students have been keen to find 

out about local apprenticeship 
opportunities.

I am always asked questions about 
BTEC, so I have gathered some 
information which may help parents 
and our students when they are  
making these decisions.

BTEC Qualifications

(See www.stundential.com website for 
further details too)
 
What is a BTEC? 
 
BTEC stands for ‘Business and 
Technology Education Council’, which 
used to run the award, and it was first 
introduced in 1984. 
 
BTECs are now awarded by the Edexcel 
exam board and are taken in more than 
one hundred countries at all levels, 
from pre-GCSE to Degree equivalent. 

They are vocational and work-related 
courses, designed to accommodate the 
needs of employers and allow students 
to progress to further and higher 
education. 
 
A BTEC takes a practical approach to 
learning, without missing any of the 
important theory on the subject. 
 
BTECs are extremely reputable, having 
been around for twenty five years now, 
so rest assured you will be embarking 
on an excellent course. 
 

Why should I take a BTEC? 

There are a couple of reasons why  
you may want to choose a BTEC  
over other qualifications. 
 
First, they are recognised by a large 
number of companies across a wide 
range of industries. As well as being 
developed in partnership with industry 
representatives so all employer 
and student needs are met. Many 
professional bodies offer successful 
BTEC students exemptions for their 
own accredited qualifications. 
 
Second, if you are not fond of taking 
exams and find the pressure causes 
you to under-perform, a BTEC will allow 
you to undertake a number of units for 
which you will present evidence, based 
on real-life work and studies. 
 
This means you can demonstrate 
your skills and knowledge through a 
practical situation rather than sweating 
it out in an exam hall. 
 
You will be provided with personal 
guidance and support by your teacher, 
who will also help you meet deadlines 
and reach your full potential. 
 

How do BTEC qualifications 
work? 
 
There are different sizes of BTEC 
qualifications at each level. Generally: 
 
•  The smallest is the Award 

•   Then the Certificate 

•  And the largest is the Diploma 
 
Unit results are graded as Pass, Merit  
or Distinction. 
 
The number of units varies according 
to the design and focus of each 
qualification, and all students complete 
realistic work-based assignments, 
which are internally assessed. 
 

What are the different BTEC 
levels? 
 
BTECs are offered at a number of 
different levels.
 
•  Entry – for learners to develop   
 confidence and initial skills for either  
 a broad work sector or everyday life
 

• Introductory (Level 1) – a basic
 introduction to a particular   
 industry sector. They encourage
 development of personal and work- 
 related skills 

•  Nationals (Level 3) - specialist
 qualifications for students with   
 a clear view of their future career  
 or seeking progression to higher  
 education 

•  Foundation Diploma in Art and   
 Design (Level 3) – preparation for  
 entry to higher education to study  
 art and design 

•  Higher Nationals (Level 5) –   
 higher education qualifications   
 widely recognised by universities  
 and professional bodies 

•  Development and Professional   
 Development qualifications 
 (Levels 4-8) – short courses needed  
 for professional development 

•  BTEC Short Courses - available at  
 all levels 

•  WorkSkills (Entry 3 - Level 2) – a   
 set of skills-based employability   
 units. 

You can read more about the different 
types of BTEC qualifications available at 
the EdExcel BTEC website. 
 

How long does a BTEC take? 
 
A BTEC will generally take one to 
two years to complete, depending on 
whether you study for the course full 
time or part time. 
 
When can I take a BTEC? 
 
•  BTECs are flexible. They can be
 taken alongside, or in place of,   
 GCSEs and A levels and alongside  
 Diplomas in schools and colleges. 
 
•  BTECs are mode-free and the   
 time taken to complete them 
 depends on the size and level of the  
 qualification. 
 
•  Each BTEC programme has   
 identified guided learning hours. 
 
Who are they for? 
 
BTECs are designed for young people 
interested in a particular sector or 
industry but who are not yet sure what 
job they’d like to do. 
 
You could study a BTEC at Level 
2 or 3, either alongside academic 
qualifications or as part of a wider 
programme (such as an apprenticeship). 

You can also study a BTEC as a 
standalone course.
 
There are over 2,000 BTEC 
qualifications across 16 sectors, 
including: 
•  Applied Science 
•  Art and Design 
•  Business and Services 
•  Children and Young People 
•  Construction and the Built   
 Environment 
•  Driver Training 
•  Engineering 
•  Hair and Beauty 
•  Health and Social Care 
•  Hospitality, Travel and Tourism 
•  IT 
•  Land-based and Environment 
•  Media 
•  Performing Arts and Music 
•  Public Services and Uniformed   
 Services 
•  Sport 
 

What is a BTEC qualification 
worth? 
 
BTEC qualifications are fully recognised 
as holding equivalences to GCSEs and 
A Levels (dependent upon the level of 
BTEC qualification taken), and can be 
used towards the UCAS points needed 
for an university application. 
 
An example of this could be using 
a Level 3 BTEC Diploma, with a DD 
grade, to count up to 240 UCAS 
tariff points towards your application. 
Furthermore, a Level 2 BTEC First 
Diploma is worth the equivalent of four 
A*- to C-grade GCSEs. 
 
This means you can take a Level 1 BTEC 
First independently alongside GCSEs, 
or work towards them both in the same 
subject area. 
 

Making Appointments...

Any student who wishes to meet 
with me for help, support, advice or 
guidance related to careers and future 
pathways can make an appointment to 
see me through Mr Francis or  
Mrs Varley. I will also be available  
at most Parents’ Evenings at  
school and appointments to  
meet me can be arranged for  
this as well. I can also be contacted 
directly at sylviawood@live.co.uk

I look forward to getting to know even 
more of you over the months ahead.

Sylvia Wood
Pathway Careers Advisor
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15. Which level of apprenticeship you 
start at will depend on the kind of job 
that you are applying for. It’s really 
important not to be held back by 
looking for a particular level e.g. degree 
apprenticeships, because it may be that 
you need to start at advanced or higher 
level and work your way up.

16. Higher and degree apprenticeships 
are a real alternative to following the 
traditional route of going to University 
as a full time student.

17. They offer all the benefits of higher 
education with none of the cost.  You 
will not only be learning, but also 
earning a salary, from day one.

18. Therefore, with a degree 
apprenticeship, you are much less likely 
to build up any debt. Your employer 
and the Government pay for your tuition 
fees, so you will not be expected to pay 
£9000 a year. Universities offer their 
degree apprentices exactly the same 
student experience as other students, 
so you will still have access to the 
student union, sports facilities,  
student discounts etc.

19. In the past, going to university was 
seen as the best way to advance your 
career to a higher level. However, 
with the current level of competition 

for jobs amongst graduates, it might 
not be the best route for you. With 
an apprenticeship, you gain the 
competitive advantage of gaining  
at least 3 years’ work experience  
whilst completing your degree.

20. However, remember – its hard 
work as a degree apprentice. You 
will be working full time and fitting in 
the equivalent of a full time degree 
alongside it.

21. It might take a bit longer, four years 
instead of three, but you will achieve 
exactly the same degree.

22. You can go onto their website to 
view all of the Higher and Degree 
apprenticeship vacancies and in the 
future, these will be a link alongside 
your options so that when you select 
your university choices, you will also be 
able to look at degree apprenticeships.

23. No-matter what your first choice is, 
whether it is studying at university full 
time or applying for apprenticeships, 
it is important to keep your options 
open and do your research. Apply for 
university, look at apprenticeships, and 
submit applications.

24. Many people think that apprentices 
are low-paid, and this can be true, 
depending on the employer. Legally, 
an employer must pay an apprentice 
the National Minimum Wage for 
apprentices, which is currently £3.40 
per hour. This is lower than the 
normal National Minimum Wage, but 
it recognises that some people will 
be going into their first job with no 
experience at all. The good news is  
that many employers pay a lot more 
than the National Minimum Wage  
for apprentices.

25. The average wage for apprentices 
is £170 per week, which is a great 
starting salary for someone just  
leaving school.

26. Some apprenticeship schemes in 
big organisations have a starting  
salary of £18-20k.

27. It is important to register with 
Find an Apprenticeship. Search the 
internet for ‘Find an apprenticeship’ 
and it will come up as the first link. 
Once you register, you will receive an 
account activation code by email. After 
activating your account, you are ready 
to start applying for apprenticeship 
vacancies.

6. The employer will invest their time 
and money in helping young people to 
gain qualifications and valuable new 
skills and experience.

7. Young people are given real 
responsibilities and expected to  
work hard, just like anyone else  
in the company.

8. Because it is a proper job, 
apprentices will also have a contract of 
employment, holiday and sick pay, the 
same as any other member of staff.

9. Apprentices are also working 
towards qualifications throughout their 
apprenticeship. A training provider, 
who will help with achieving the 
qualification, will support them. 

10. An apprenticeship typically 
takes one to four years to complete, 
depending on the level and the  
subject studied.

11. It is important to remember that 
apprenticeships are not the ‘easy 
option’. Holding down a full time job 
and studying takes a certain skill, and  
it will not be right for everyone.

12. When we talk about 
apprenticeships, people often 
assume we are referring to traditional 
apprenticeships like construction and 
engineering. There are many brilliant 
apprenticeships in these areas, but 
there are also hundreds of new 
apprenticeships in exciting areas  
that you might not know exist.

13. Apprenticeships are available 
in a wide range of industry sectors 
with employers from large national 
companies such as the BBC, Barclays 
Bank, IBM, Airbus, ASOS, ITV and Royal 
Mail to smaller, local companies.

14. There are three levels: Intermediate, 
Advanced and Higher: -
■  Intermediate is Level 2, which is   
 equivalent to GCSE
■  Advanced is Level 3, which is   
 equivalent to A level
■  Higher apprenticeships cover   
 levels 4 through to 7; Level 4   
 is equivalent to a Higher National  
 Certificate (HNC) or the first year of  
 a degree; Level 5 – 6 is equivalent  
 to a full degree; Level 7 is 
 equivalent to a master’s degree

All students in Years 
10, 11, 12 and 13 have 
enjoyed a clear and 
thorough presentation 
on apprenticeship 
opportunities earlier 
this term.

Stuart Rotherham from the 

National Apprenticeship Service 

joined us to give an overview of: -

■  The range of apprenticeship  

 job roles available

■  The different levels

■  How you find an apprenticeship

■  What you need to do next...

Here is a summary of things to know 
about the range of apprenticeships 
now on offer: -

1. Regardless of qualifications, there 
are apprenticeships for everyone 
but not many people realise that 
apprenticeships are for A* students too.

2. Many people get confused about 
apprenticeships. That is probably 
because they have been around for 
hundreds of years, but they have 
changed a lot in that time.

3. It is important to understand that  
an apprenticeship is a real job, with  
a real employer.  

4. There’s a myth that apprenticeships 
are just like work experience, where 
you are given basic tasks or asked to 
make the tea, but this is not the case.

5. Firstly, you are paid a salary – and it 
can be a good salary too!

     Amazing 
 Apprenticeship   
  Assemblies!

Teacher’s Pet
Here’s the answer! 

for those of you who didn’t know, 

Mrs Kelly is the proud owner of Barney. 
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Pathway to a 

Medical Career 
Medical Association Christleton High (MACH)

Earlier this term MACH (Medical Association Christleton High) hosted a talk from Vic Jankee, a GP registrar 
from Tarporley surgery.  

MACH members had an informal chat with Vic who spoke about the role of a GP, his journey through 
medical school, volunteering and work experience, and personal statements.

The talk was both informative and interesting and it gave us all a really clear insight into medicine  
as a career.

Lucy Osborne 12.6
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U- Explore... 
Students Explore Their Future Pathways

We are very pleased that so many students are continuing to make 
effective use of U-Explore, the online interactive careers education site 
that the school is fully subscribed to.

Here is a reminder of what U-Explore can offer and how you can make 
best use of it: -
                               
U-Explore can be used to find more about:  
· Careers, Information, Advice and Guidance
· Year 9 Pathways
· Work Experience preparation
· Post 16 Options
· Apprenticeships, BTECs and other vocational qualifications

U-Explore focuses on the main industry sectors of work, linking 
students to the business community and also providing an 
insight into different working environments, through 360° 
virtual, interactive tours and video clips.
 
U-Explore really helps to raise awareness of what opportunities 
are available in a particular sector and what skills and 
qualifications students will need to get a job in that area.
 
U-Explore has videos of real people working in their 
chosen fields and practical tips on how students can 
reach their goal.
 
Students and Parents: 
How to Sign Up in Five Simple Steps...
 
                               1.     Go to www.uxplore.com and 
                            click on Login and then U-Explore 
                         Online Login
 
                     2. Click REGISTER WITH US and select 
                  Cheshire West; Chester; Christleton High School
 
             3. Type in the School Registration Code (40329)
 
        4. Type in the brief details About You and create your 
      Login Information
                                                                                 
            5. When redirected to the start page enter your login 
               information and click Go!

  Sixth Form Students develop 

 Town Planning & Architecture 

Employability Skills

Urban Land Institute 
Workshop Event
              
Students in Year 12 and 13 had the 
opportunity to take part in a five-
hour Urban Plan Workshop Event 
which took place late last year.

This event was a great opportunity 
for anyone interested in a 
future career in Architecture, 
Planning, Finance, Marketing, or 
Environmental Management, as 
well as providing useful material 
for students of Geography (e.g. 
Rebranding Urban Areas) and 
Business Studies (e.g. Budgeting, 
Costs and Investment Decisions).
Students were able to work 
as members of a property 
development company to create 
and present a tender proposal for    
          redeveloping a city centre  
              site. A team of facilitators 
and 

industry experts were on hand 
to help students understand the 
many complex factors, often in 
tension with one another, which 
shaped their creative and financial 
response to the tender brief.

The event culminated with each of 
the student teams giving a formal 
presentation to a panel of  industry 
professionals. 

The six teams were: -

Vortex Property Development

Skyline

Sustainabuild

Development Worldwide

Fundamental Recreation

Picturesque

After a closely fought contest the 
winning team was declared as 
Picturesque, who go on to enjoy a 
special prize-visit to a site of great 
architectural interest in London…
further details to follow!

Here’s what our students thought 
of the experience:

Daniella Boylan

“I learnt a lot of valuable 
skills that I can take with me 
to later life.”

Alex Bell

“This was an amazing 
experience for all of us! I 
recommend everyone to 
participate.”  

Charlotte Hampton

“I loved working with the 
team, we all got a long so 
well and we weren’t scared 
to speak our minds.”

Niamh Roberts

“Before this workshop I was 
unsure on the path I wanted 
to take later in life, but now I 
can see myself entering the 
architecture world!”

Ffion Jones

“By participating in this 
workshop, I have become 
more confident in presenting 
infront of an audience and 
felt more confident 
in myself.”  
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with an 
Airbus Apprenticeship!
Finding out more about Airbus apprenticeships: Charlotte Ross and Aylin Bayraktar 
(both in Year 11By2) meet Jack Cooper and Rachel Colman from Airbus.

Calling all Year 10 Students...

Work Experience week is 
just  three months away!

Work Experience: Monday 26th 

to Friday 30th June 2017

Local Employers: Can You Help?
 

If you are able to offer the chance for a  
fifteen / sixteen-year old to have a week’s  

work experience with you, please let us know. 

Contact Karen Varley  varleyk@christletonhigh.co.uk  
 

Thank You!

The final week of June 
next year is Work 
Experience week; this 
means that our Year 
10 students will be 
off-timetable for the 
week and be able to get 
valuable experience of 
the world of work and a 
possible future career.

 

Recent research has 
shown that in a highly 
competitive jobs 
market relevant work 
experience can make 
a big difference to 
students’ employability. 
Work Experience also 
helps with future 

decision making about 
careers; students can 
understand work likes 
and dislikes better, learn 
about an occupation and 
decide whether  
it is for them.

 

Students are 
encouraged to organise 
their own placements 
wherever possible; Mrs 
Varley can help with 
this, and further details 
will be given to students  
next term.

 

In the meantime 
students are encouraged 
to make use of the 
‘Search’ facility through 
U-Explore ( www.u-
xplore.com ) to find all 
about the Related Job 
Roles that different 
interests and aspirations 
can lead to.

At the time of writing 
we have received 
confirmation of a huge 
variety of placements. 
Thank you to all of the 
organisations who are 
assisting, and good 
luck to all our Year 11 
students!

  Flying High!

The opportunities provided by 

Airbus apprenticeships were 

shared with our students earlier 

this year when Jack Cooper and 

Rachel Colman from the company 

visited us and delivered an exciting 

presentation and Q and A session.

Students from Year 9 up to Year 13 

came along to find out more from 

the three main programme on offer, 

which are as follows: -

CRAFT APPRENTICESHIPS
■ Aero Structure
■ Aero Systems
■ Plant Service Centre

Requirements: 6 GCSEs or 
equivalent at grade C or above 
in Maths, English, Science and 
two other subjects (except for 
Aero Systems, where a grade B is 
required in Maths).

Selection process: Test – Video 
Interview – Recruitment Day

COMMERCIAL UNDERGRADUATE 
APPRENTICESHIPS
■ Finance - Chartered Institute of 
Management Accounts (CIMA)
■ Higher Supply Chain - CIPS 
(Chartered Institute of Purchasing & 
Supply) Certificate Level 5 or 6
■ Business Support & 
Industrialisation - BA (Honours) in 
Leadership and Management

Requirements: A-levels at grade B 
or above in relevant subjects e.g. 
Maths for Finance.

Selection process: Assessment 
Centre

ENGINEERING UNDERGRADUATE 
APPRENTICESHIPS
Specialist programme designed 
to develop high-level aeronautical 
engineering skills.

Requirements: Minimum of 280 
UCAS points including at least 
two A Levels at grade B or above 
in Maths and grade C or above in 
Physics.

Selection process: Assessment 
Centre

Many thanks to Jack Cooper, 
Rachel Colman, and all at Airbus for 
keeping us up-to-date with all the 
opportunities available.

Did you know…?
 

■ Airbus 
Helicopters 

have captured 
nearly 2/3 of 

the Emergency 
Medical 

Services market 
worldwide, 

serving over 
300 customers

 
■ An Airbus 
takes off or 
lands every 
2.3 seconds

 
■ 70% of 

Airbus Senior 
Managers 

started their 
careers as 

Apprentices
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Sixth Form Travel and 
Tourism links with 

Guide Dogs Charity
Earlier this term the Year 13 Travel and Tourism group organised a 
Saturday outing for students from Years 11, 12, and 13 to go to Alton Towers 
Scarefest, as part of the ‘Event Management’ unit for their A-level Travel 
and Tourism coursework.

As well as developing a great range of event management and 
employability skills the students also built into their costings a charity 
donation to Guide Dogs.

Year 13 student Scarlett Smith tells us more: -
“As a result of the Alton Towers trip organised by our Year 13 Travel and 
Tourism class, we were able to invite our chosen charity, ‘Guide Dogs’, into 
school to present them a with a cheque for £152.34.”

Laura Davis, who has minimal sighting, was able to come into school with 
her guide dog Darcy and Frances Langman (who works for the Guide Dog 
charity) to help people with a similar disability to Laura’s.

Laura told the Year 13 class her inspirational story about 
her disability and how the money we raised will help the 
Guide Dogs charity.  We all found the talk very powerful 
and wanted to know what else we could do to help. We 
heard that a single harness for a dog is £65 and the 
contract for a guide dog is only £0.50p as they don’t 
want to discriminate against anyone for having the 
help they need.

Scarlett Smith 13.7

Sounds Like Joe is a 
Real Super-Trouper! 
Joe McDermott in action on the mixing 
desk for a school production

Former Christleton student Joe 
McDermott is one of an increasing 
number of ambitious young people 
who are opting for the apprentice 
route after school and college.
Joe left Christleton at the end 
of Year 11 in July 2015 and then 
studied a one-year Creative Media 
course BTEC Level 2 at Yale 
College in Wrexham achieving a 
Merit grade.

He saw the apprenticeship place 
on the Theatre Clwyd website; the 
scheme is organised through the 
Wales Millennium Centre in Cardiff 
and offers ten apprenticeship 
places in North Wales.

Joe now studies full-time at the 
local theatre, but also travels to 
Cardiff and Vale College four times 
a year as part of his 12-month 
apprenticeship.

Hoping to move onto free-lancing 
work in sound and lighting in the 
future, here’s what he has to say 
about his experience: -

“During my time at Theatre Clwyd 
I have been involved with many 
different shows, some of our own 
performances, and some from 
touring companies. I have been 
involved in the rigging and live 
performances for these shows. 

It’s been really good to have the 
opportunity to come back to CHS 
and work on school productions, 
as a way of broadening my 
experience and contacts. I have 
particularly enjoyed being active 
and really getting involved in the 
positioning of lighting, focussing, 
and sound levels. I would 
recommend an apprenticeship to 
anyone who really likes hands-on 
practical tasks and working with 
lots of people.”

Congratulations to Joe for 
making the most of this fantastic 
opportunity.
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Cross Country  
- May the Course Be With You! 

Sports 
Section
Sports 

Section

Following on from their 
success at the English 
Schools Athletics 
Association Cross 
Country District event 
in October, finishing 
second overall, the junior 
boys earned themselves 
a place at the county 

championships in   
    November.

Isaac Tait, Ted Bolton, Ethan Butler, 
Henry Robinson and Dan Boulton 
were again a fantastic Team headed 
by Isaac Tait.  The boys spent 
training sessions, coached by Tristan 
McFarlane, practicing pen starts 
and maintaining their fitness ready 
for the National Finals on the 5th of 
December 2016 in Formby.

 The massive start line did not 
deter the boys and they all put in a 
fantastic effort. The standards were 

much higher this time and 
although the team did not 
have a podium glory, they 
did have a well-earned 
MacDonalds on the way 
home to reward their effort. 
Well Done.

 
In October 2016, the Chester and 
District Cross Country event was 
well attended by boys and girls 
from Christleton High. It total, 25 
students earned individual places, 
to represent Chester & District at the 
County Championships in February 
at Winsford Grange.
 
The course was heavy going, grassy 
with deep muddy patches. Dylan 
Moore lost a shoe, but finished the 
course. Jodi Bemand (16th), Kathryn 
Gornall (26th), Emily Page (28th) and 
Lucia Aikman (33rd) all had excellent 
races.  

...continued overleaf...continued overleaf

Cross Country  
- May the Course Be With You! 
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English 
Language 
Lecture 
Trip 
Central Hall 
Manchester 
 
On the 16th November 2016, all 
English Language students in Year 
12 were invited to Manchester 
Central Hall to listen to a series of 
lectures that were relevant to our 
A level English studies.
 
There were many other schools 
and colleges present and lecture 
topics included representation, 
variation and discourse. It was 
useful to experience a day of 
lectures as we start to consider the 
possibilities of University study.
 
Overall, the day was very 
successful, increasing our 
knowledge base as well as 
being informative and fun.
 
Hannah McNally

Memoreads is a Young Enterprise 
company run by A-Level business 
students at Christleton High School. We 
are currently well in to the process of 
producing a bi-lingual book that aims to 
give children from the ages of 4 years+ 
an exciting head start to the ever-
expanding world of foreign languages.

Throughout our journey, we’ve been 
trying our best to keep most of our 
business within the school we’re very 
proud that our illustrator is a younger

 

pupil within CHS. Some people may 
have seen or heard about our cake sale 
that we did a couple of months ago; we 
hope to have many more in the future; 
thanks to everyone for their massive 
support in buying our cakes!

One of the most exciting things going 
on at Memoreads is our recently 
created relationship with Children 
Today. They are a charity based in 
Chester that raises funds to provide 
specialised equipment for children and 
young people with disabilities across 
the whole of the UK.

Throughout our time together as a 
group, we have always agreed that we 
would love to donate some of our profit 
to a cause much more important than 
ours. That’s why we’ve agreed to give a 
percentage of the profits we make from 
book sales to Children Today. A special 
thanks to Paula and Emma from the 
charity for coming out to meet us and 
for being so easy to work with!

As well as our developments for 
the book and establishing links with 
Children Today, we’ve been hard at 
work fine-tuning our website and social 
media. All links to our various platforms, 
as well as the Children Today’s website, 
can be found below.  Please go and 
check out all of the links in your  
spare time.

If anyone is interested or knows of 
anyone who would be in what we 
do, please sign up to our mailing list 
where you will receive updates about 
potential offers, release dates and any 
other important information about our 
business using this link - http://eepurl.
com/ctqyNr

Thanks a lot for reading our article, it 
would be great if you could check out 
all of our social media accounts, and 
hopefully some of you will be buying  
a Memoreads book in the future!

Our website www.memoreads.org.uk

Facebook @memoreads.uk

Twitter @memoreadsuk

Instagram @memoreadsuk

Children Today 

www.childrentoday.org.uk

Memoreads
  Young Enterprise Company run by A-Level business students
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After a series of superb performances on 
22nd January 2017 at the indoor athletics, 
Ambre Richards Year 8K2 came second for 
vertical standing high jump and her team 
won under 13 girls’ 
relay race.
 
Ambre has been selected 
for the North West Sports 
hall Team to represent 
Cheshire at the North 
West Regional Finals 
on 18th March 2017. 
Well Done Ambre 
and have a great 
event!

Over the 4 ESSAR WCAC school’s cross-
country races at Ellesmere Port, Stephanie 

Jones Year 7L2, Jodi Bemand Year 7L2, 
have been battling for the podium.   

Stephanie had remarkable success 
finishing fourth, first, second and 

third (in that order) resulting in 
an overall finishing position of 

second. Jodi Bemand finished 
overall a close 3rd place and 
the girls team came away with 
the Year 7 winners trophy. Well 
Done girls!

Photo West Cheshire xc 2017 
(from left to right Steph, Jodi, 
Sophie)
 
Mrs L Humphries

Running is for anyone.. 
Cross Country is for 
athletes!

Running is for anyone.. 
Cross Country is for 
athletes! Heading to 

the top - Indoor 
Athletics

Heading to 
the top - Indoor 
Athletics

It has been a busy 
time for the school’s 
basketball teams 
with many games 
played in the Chester 
and District Schools 
League and teams 
also competing in 
the North Wales 
Basketball League.

After winning the North Wales 
League tournament (reported in 
last edition of The Swan), the Year 
7 team travelled to Catholic High 
School to compete in the Chester 
and District Schools tournament 
full of confidence. On arrival, 
we were surprised to see the 
basketball rings had been lowered 
and the boys spent a few minutes 
warming up and trying to adjust to 
the unusual height of the baskets. 
Despite this, the team started 
the tournament with all guns 
blazing and the usual suspects 
controlling the play. Archie Ford, 
Louis Jones, Matthew Barrowcliff 

and Ted Bolton formed a 
formidable basketball unit 
and points were rolling on 
the Christleton scoreboard 
as usual. The whole team 
played superbly throughout 
the tournament and we 
ended the tournament as 
Runners Up.

The Year 9 team, which 
was spearheaded by Max 
Wade, Reg Wyatt, have faced 
several schools over the past few 
weeks. When they played against 
Queens Park High School, the 
boys produced a confident and 
comfortable 40 -15 win with Jaden 
Crump leading the way in scoring 
and rebounding. Catholic High 
School provided much tougher 
competition, but the team won 
26 -14 with Max Wade controlling 
the play at both ends of the floor. 
In our most recent game against 
Bishop Bluecoat, the team had to 
compete against a very tall Wales 
International who was dominant 
offensively and was something 
that we had not contested against 
yet. In a very spirited game, Reg 
Wyatt showed excellent leadership 
and resilience, but in the end, one 

player can make the difference 
and on this occasion, this 

resulted in a 50 -34 loss 
for us.

The Sixth Form team had 
a busy day on the 7th of 
February with the Chester 
and District Schools 

Championships held 
at Queens Park 

High School immediately followed 
by a 20:00 game against Wrexham. 
In the schools tournament the team 
finished in the Runners Up position 
with an under-par performance 
in the final. The boys were a little 
bit low (and tired!); they had 45 
minutes to have a break before 
they faced Wrexham. This was a 
different affair with both teams in 
the mood for scoring and running 
the floor. Phil Hopkins was on 
fire at the offensive end, not 
afraid to shoot and netting a high 
percentage of his shots. In the end, 
Wrexham overpowered Christleton 
and handed us a 63 -56 loss.

With most of the schools games 
over now, the teams still have 
plenty to play for in the North 
Wales Basketball League with 
several games coming up. Well 
done to all the players who have 
represented the school so far and 
thank you for all of your hard work 
and dedication.
 
Mr C Horrocks

One spirit, one team, one 
win - Basketball Roundup
One spirit, one team, one 
win - Basketball Roundup

In the Minor Boys race Henry 
Robinson came in 8th gaining 
a place in the County team. 
Christleton had seven entries 
for the Inter Boys race all aiming 
for a Cheshire vest. David 
Dentith crossed the line first 
(7th) to earn his vest followed 
by Tristan McFarlane (13th), Jac 
Goodall(14th), Matthew McDonnell 

...continued...continued

Cross Country - 
May the Course Be With You! 
Cross Country - 
May the Course Be With You! 

(19th), Luke Carlile (34), John 
Gornall (39th), Patrick Tait (45th)
 
Photos of David,Tristan, Jac, 
Patrick, Luke Matty, John
 
A fantastic end to the Cross 
Country season!

Mrs L Humphries

In January, our Year 7 and Year 8 top 
athletes competed in the Chester and 
District Indoor Athletics Championships. 
Year 8 students travelled to Catholic High 
School and the Year 7 students went to 
Blacon High School to compete in their 
respective Championships.

Both sets of teams competed with 
excellent sportsmanship and great 
determination. With excellent individual 
performances in many events the Year 
7 Boys finished third overall, with the 
girls pipping them by one and finished in 
second place. Well done to all students 
who represented the school.

Mr C Horrocks

Don’t just 
chase your 
dreams…run 
them down!

Don’t just 
chase your 
dreams…run 
them down!
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Every Friday after school, 15:30 -17:00, a 
professional basketball coach with the 
Cheshire Phoenix is coaching basketball in 
the gym.

Anyone can turn up (you don’t need to 
be on the basketball team) and play. The 
sessions are fun and for all age groups. We 
currently have students participating from 
Year 7 up to Sixth Form.

Interested? See you on Fridays!

Cheshire Phoenix 
– Basketball Coaching
Cheshire Phoenix 
– Basketball Coaching

Every Thursday after school Aaron Beech, 
who is a professional table tennis coach, 
is running coaching sessions in the dance 
studio. The project is part funded by 
Everton Football club and is running all 
year.

If you want to play table tennis, want to 
learn some skills or just have an interest 
come and play! Sessions start at 15:30 and 
finish at 16:30.

Even in a relatively quiet term for 

rugby, there has still been much 

to shout about. Year 7 followed 

up their impressive form from the 

Tarporley festival with 2 wins in full 

15-a-side matches against Helsby 

and Neston, with tries flowing 

freely for Christleton in both. Within 

such a strong squad it is hard to 

pick out stand out performances, 

but Archie Ford, Louis Jones, 

Ayo Kadiri and Daniels Jerjomins 

displayed devastating levels of 

play with incredible consistency. 

This is a team that is destined 

for good things, and are full of 

enthusiasm and energy at all times. 

Weekly Wednesday rugby training 

is dominated with year 7s and the 

results are obvious, so for anybody 

else who wants to improve – you 

know where to go!

Year 8 travelled to Helsby in 

January for a cold and damp affair 

but made the afternoon all the 

more comfortable with a strong, 

disciplined display. Running out 

40-0 winners in the end, they did 

themselves proud in every position. 

Louis Jones and Josh Walley of 

year 7 stepped up a gear and at 

times showed their peers how it’s 

done, but Harry Jones and Harry 

Brookfield also showed great 

quality to dominate the game.

For year 11, a Chester and District 

semi-final battle at Weaverham 

was their big challenge of the 

term. A strong squad including a 

number of talented year 10 boys 

were noticeably more switched on 

than usual in what was to be a very 

competitive fixture. 

Captained by Tom Roebuck, the 

opening 15 minutes was tight 

and tense, with neither team 

able to force an advantage. An 

uncharacteristic gap eventually 

appeared though in the Christleton 

defence, allowing Weaverham 

through to score the try but they 
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failed with the conversion. Hard work 

continued to hold off the organised 

opposition unit, until a fantastic bit of 

team play with fast passing across 

the line saw Christleton cross the 

line and get themselves ahead with 

a conversion. The lead, however, 

didn’t last for long. A mistake costing 

a penalty which Weaverham took 

full advantage of to lead 8-7 at half 

time. The entire second half was a 

solid tussle for territory, with every 

single player on the pitch giving their 

all. Chances came and went for both 

teams but defences won the day. 

By the end of the 80 minutes, the only 

change to the scoreline was another 

converted penalty for Weaverham 

giving them an 11-7 victory and a place 

in the final. Full credit to all the boys 

involved for their attitude throughout, 

but stand out performances came from 

Tom Roebuck, Zack Dempsey and 

Oliver Trollope.

RugbyRugby

Just play, have fun, 
enjoy the game - 
Professional Table 
Tennis Coaching

Just play, have fun, 
enjoy the game - 
Professional Table 
Tennis CoachingThe boys played 2 doubles 

matches against each of the 
opponents Blacon High, Queens 
Park High, Catholic High and 
Kings.  Outstanding performance 
winning all their matches and 
even a game against the staff 
making them the Chester and 
District winners and represented 
the area at the next round.

At the County event the team of  
Tom Foster Year 11K2, Matthew 
McDonnell Year 11L1 , Jac Goodall 

11BA1, Arran Brearey 11BA1 had 
another success in February 
finishing as winners in a close 
final against Wilmslow.

Next stop was as County 
Champions in the Regional 
Finals in Manchester on March 
1st, where the team showed 
determination and strength and 
finished 5th.

Mrs L Humphries

Under 16 Badminton -  
Chester and District Winners!
Under 16 Badminton -  
Chester and District Winners!

Make the 
feathers fly!
Make the 
feathers fly!

Autumn Term 2016 6 56 4 The Swan - The Magazine from Christleton High School6 4 Spring Term 2017 6 5



Since the beginning of September 
2016, our new swim coach Liz 
Sharp has been running swim clubs 
on Mondays and Wednesdays. 
Mondays are specifically for 
students who wish to develop their 
confidence in the water and learn 
how to swim and Wednesdays are 
for competent swimmers who wish 
to improve.

Congratulations to Emily Jones 
Year 8BA1 who joined the Monday 
sessions, she has worked 
extremely hard to improve her 
swimming and is now swimming 
with the Wednesday group!

If you are interested in either 
session, please see Liz Sharp or Mr 
Horrocks at the Sports Centre and 
we will see if we can get you in the 
pool!

To swim or 
not to swim? 
There is no 
question...

To swim or 
not to swim? 
There is no 
question...

Kickboxing 
has a new 
hero… 
Antony 
Foster !

Kickboxing 
has a new 
hero… 
Antony 
Foster !

On the 25th of February 2017, Antony 

Foster in Year 13.3 travelled to Worcester 

to compete in the British Kickboxing 

Championships. Despite being the 

current World Champion in his category 

(yes, you read that right – World 

Champion!), Antony travelled to the 

tournament slightly under-prepared as 

he had not had many competitions in the 

recent months. However, Antony quickly 

brushed off any self-doubt and fought his 

way to becoming the “Under 75kg 

Light Contact Continuous Adult 

British Champion”. 

Congratulations Antony!

Mr C Horrocks

Year 9 went to 

Bishops Bluecoat 

reigning Champions 

but with a shaky 

season due to 

the girls losing 

the direction and 

influence of Miss 

Cross. However, 

the girls made a 

fantastic start to their 

campaign winning all 

their opening group 

matches. Beating 

Queens Park High 27 goals to 1, 

Upton High School 18 goals to 10 

and Bishops Heber 20 goals to 10.

In the semi -finals the girls played 

Bishops Bluecoat the hosts; they 

made a few errors but were able 

to pull through and won 8 goals to 

4. Next onto the final where they 

faced fierce rivals Upton who they 

had previously beat and were

Year 9 Chester & District 
Netball Tournament

 ready to get their 

own back. Some 

sloppy play by both 

teams had it level 

at the half time 

whistle but we then 

came out fighting 

and managed 

to win 8 goals 

to 4. A fantastic 

achievement and 

the girls should 

be very proud of 

themselves.

Players of the tournament went 

to Hannah Ritson and Charlotte 

Parkinson, Miss Mckie would like 

to personally thank Jo Edwards 

for managing the team and Emma 

Cresswell for umpiring, and 

without them the girls wouldn’t 

have been able to defend 

their title. 

Miss S Mckie 

Year 9 Chester & District 
Netball Tournament

Champions play 
as one - Girls’ 
football!

Champions play 
as one - Girls’ 
football!
The past few months have been 
busy for girls’ football at Christleton, 
with the under 13 and under 14 teams 
in action. The under 13-team beat 
Congleton High in the quarterfinal 
of the Cheshire Cup, resulting in a 
semi-final clash with Bridgewater 
High School. Bridgewater took the 
lead early on, but Jade Bennet 
struck back shortly after with a well 
worked equaliser. After another goal 
from the opposition, Christleton were 
losing 2-1 at half time.

The second half was a hard fought 
one in the cold wind, with neither 
side able to make a break through, 
until Isabelle Gill beat a defender 
near the corner flag, before 
delivering a fantastic cross, which 
was turned into their own goal by 
a Bridgewater player making it 2-2 
with three minutes to play. However, 
a brilliant last minute goal by 
Bridgewater sealed an undeserved 
win for the team from Warrington. 

The girls were gutted, but reaching 
the semi-final of the Cheshire cup 
is a fantastic achievement and 
something that they should be very 
proud of. The under 14 team carried 
on their fantastic winning streak 
in the Cheshire Cup, by beating 
Hartford High School 11-0 and then 
Poynton High 6-0 in the quarterfinal! 
The under 14 team are very strong 
and have every chance of building 
on last year’s successes and winning 
the Cheshire Cup.

We welcome any girl who wants to 
play football, regardless of ability, to 
come after school on Mondays from 
15:30 to 16:30!
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