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Christleton High School 

Grand Opening
The Grand Opening of Christleton High 
School was very special for the Cadets 
because it was the first time that they 
had performed drill in front of a crowd. 

The Cadets helped take people inside 
and guided them into the building. 
They also helped to direct cars into 
the car parks. 

The Gym and Dance show was also 
very good. The students performed 
incredible gymnastic moves and 
impressed the audience. 

The Cadets stood proud as the Lord 
Lieutenant delivered a very inspiring 
speech about life. The Lord 
Lieutenant finished by officially 
unveiling the plaque. 

Elliot Beech Year 9
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As yet another academic year draws to 
a close, it’s a time to both reflect on the 
past twelve months and to look forward 
to the coming year.  The external 
examinations are now complete and, 
like so many of my colleagues, I am 
already looking forward to August, 
when the GCE and GCSE results are 
published.  Results days are very 
special ones indeed, as 
student after student 
arrives, nervous 
in anticipation, 
to collect their 
results. These 
are incredibly 
emotional times 
for students and 
their parents and 
carers alike and 
I only hope that all 
of our students obtain 
the results they so richly 
deserve and ones that allow 
them to ‘be the very best they can  
be’ and maximise their own potential.

But before we break up, I must look 
back on the last term. There have 
been many, many highlights and I can 
scarcely do justice to the rich variety  
of life here at Christleton in these  
few pages; however, I will reflect  
on a number of them here.

In June, the new timetable was 
published and my thanks 

go to Mr P Goodwin 
for completing this 

task.  I know from 
my own personal 
experience that 
it takes a great 
deal of planning 
and no little skill 
to put together 

a timetable that 
effectively matches 

all students with all 
teachers and rooms, and 

one that best enables our 
students to follow so many different 

combinations of subject choices.  

Once again, Made2Measure Week was 
a great success, giving students the 
opportunity to experience so 
many different activities.  
We have received, as 
always, some very 
positive feedback 
from students 
and parents.  My 
thanks go to Miss 
K Sykes and the 
entire M2MW 
organisational 
team, for their hard 
work in organising 
the week.

All of our staff have been busy 
this term in preparing new courses for 
implementation for the new academic 
year.  The vast majority of subjects 
at GCSE and GCE Level have new 

specifications.  These new reforms 
include changes to content,  
assessment and the introduction  
of new grade structures. 

To be ready to effectively teach these 
courses involves a great deal of hard 
work and I thank all of our teaching 
staff for their continued dedication and 
professionalism in being able  
to provide our students with the  
highest quality teaching and  
learning in these changing times.

More than 20 visits and trips took place 
this term, many of which you can read 
about in this edition. The ski trip now 
seems so long ago, but, along with 
Duke of Edinburgh expeditions,  
trips home and abroad, form  
valuable enrichment experiences  
for our students.

Our Musical Performance, Billy Elliot, 
was again a huge success, attracting 
full houses at nearly every performance.  
I was pleased that over 80 of our 
students took part in some aspect of 
the production. When you add the large 
amount of sporting success, we clearly 
have some very talented students 
within the school.

In late April, we celebrated the official 
opening of our new buildings, when we 
were treated to excellent displays from 
our dance group, a short performance 
from the cast of ‘Billy Elliot’, and a 
parade by our Cadet Force.  The event 
was well-attended and a fitting tribute 
to Mr Lamberton. The massive change 
in the fabric of the school over the past 

14 years, from the building of the 
Maths Block, the iResearch 

Centre and the all-
weather pitch, is due 

largely to his drive 
and determination 
to improve the 
facilities for 
our students at 
Christleton High 
School.  

Nonetheless, we 
were happy and 

relieved when the 
building work eventually 

came to an end but the following 
month brought news that we had been 
successful in another bid of £1.5m to 
complete the roof renovation and install 

ACTINg Headteacher’s    

Report
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new boilers.  Work will begin during 
the summer holidays and will therefore 
have minimal impact on teaching and 
learning.

As the school employs over 200 staff 
on a part-time or full time basis, we will 
inevitably have a fair amount of change 
in any one school year, as short term 
contracts come to an end. Some leave 
for promotions elsewhere, and people 
retire ... and this year is no different!

A number of teachers have recently left 
us, as they completed their temporary 
contracts:  Miss S Bowker (English), Mr 
R Hughes (Geography), Mrs E Salisbury 
(English) and Mr J Simpson (History).  I 
wish them well for the future and thank 
them for their hard work over the past 
12 months.  

Congratulations must go to Mr G 
Barton, who has successfully secured 
a new appointment as Head of PE 
at Elfed High School, Mrs C Dionisi 
appointed to Head of Subject at 
Cheadle Hulme, Mr D Goodwin, who 
has gained a promotion to Head of 
Year at Sandymoor High School  
and also to Ms E Pedata. 

To see such a number of teachers 
promoted into new roles at other 
schools, disappointing that it is to 
lose them, is a real testimony to the 
high quality of our teaching staff and 
something of which we should all be 
proud. We are confident that they will 
be just as successful in their new roles.

As a result, it has been a busy time  
with a number of new appointments,  
as shown below:

In addition, I would also like to 
congratulate all of our staff who have 
been promoted into new roles here 
at Christleton. In particular, I would 
like to welcome Miss C Sullivan to 
the Leadership Group in her new 
role as Assistant Headteacher, with 
responsibility for Safeguarding.  I wish 
her well in this new role. As a result of 
this move, I congratulate Miss S Hill on 
her appointment as Head of Year 10. 

Name Post
Previous 

Establishment

Mr Michael Cosstick
Assistant Headteacher

Head of Sixth Form
Chiswick High School

Ms Rebecca Bradley
Head of Modern 

Foreign Languages
Tarporley High School

Miss Caroline Olijnyk Teacher of History
Returning from 

overseas

Mrs Faye Russell Teacher of History -

Mr Pietro de Stritto Teacher of Maths St Anselm’s College

Mr Jonathan Clarke Teacher of PE Neston High School

Mr Joseph Burns Teacher of English St John Plessington

Mr Alan McClenaghan Teacher of English
Great Sankey 
High School
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However, it’s not just for reasons of 
promotion that we are losing members 
of staff this year, as we bid a 
fond farewell to two long 
serving members who 
are retiring, after long 
and distinguished 
teaching careers  
here at Christleton.

Mr H Kane 
leaves us after 
an astonishing 38 
years at the school.  
Mr Kane has been 
an inspirational teacher 
of English and has helped 
so many students develop their love 
of literature. On behalf of all 
past and present students 
who have enjoyed his 
teaching, I wish him 
a long and happy 
retirement.

Ms K Saxon, 
our esteemed 
Assistant 
Headteacher (most 
latterly as Acting 
Deputy Headteacher), 
is also retiring after 26 
years at the school.  Ms 
Saxon has made an enormous 
contribution to the teaching of 
French and Sociology and 
also in developing and 
leading the school.  
These few words 
can barely do 
justice to the 
vital part she 
has played in 
helping to make 
Christleton what it 
is today, and I know 
that at all levels in 
the school, she will be 
missed greatly. It is so easy to 
say but truly, Christleton  
will most definitely not be the same 
without her!

Of course there is one other high 
departure and I cannot finish without 
paying tribute to Mr Lamberton, 
our Headteacher for 14 years.  Mr 
Lamberton is moving on to develop 
new areas in the Educational field and 
within our own Multi Academy Trust. 
For him to leave the school in such 

a strong place, with a good financial 
position, pristine buildings and the 

recent ‘Outstanding’ rating within 
Ofsted, is a legacy of which 

he should be very proud. I 
look forward to working 

alongside him, in his 
new role, and I know 
that Christleton High 
School will always 
enjoy a very special 
place in his heart.

In the Spring edition 
of The Swan, I signed 

off by telling you that I was 
looking forward to returning 

to my role as Deputy Headteacher, 
a job which I enjoy immensely.  

However, I was very 
humbled and proud, 

when the Governors 
of the school, asked 
me to remain as 
Headteacher for 
at least the next 
12 months. I was 
equally pleased 

that Mr D Jones has 
accepted the role of 

Deputy Headteacher 
during this time.  

This has been an exciting year for 
me and I have a number of plans to 

introduce over the next term, 
so that we can continue to 

drive through important 
changes and respond 
to local and national 
initiatives. With 
the support of my 
colleagues in the 
Leadership Group, 

our staff, students 
and you, our parents, 

I know that together, we 
can further enhance  

this great school. 

On a personal level, I thank you for the 
kindness you have shown to me thus 
far and wish you and your families a 
safe and happy summer.

A D Stenhouse
Acting Headteacher
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14 incredibly 
fulfilling years 
ago, I remember 
vividly bringing my 
family to visit the 
school following 
my appointment 
as Headteacher 
– the same year 
our current Year 9 
students were born!  
Now I find myself 
writing for the last 
time in The Swan.

We are fortunate in teaching to be 
able to do a job which is worthwhile 
and so satisfying.  Schools and 
young people should always be 
looking forward with their lives in 
front of them, and Christleton is 
now moving into the next stage 
of its development.  We hope this 
summer to finalise the arrangements 
for our expanding Trust which will 
enable us to support, develop and 
enrich the lives of more young 
people in our area, by combining 
with Queen’s Park High School 
and starting the International  
Studio School.

Although I am stepping down 
as Headteacher, the Trustees 
have asked me to stay on to lead 
Christleton Learning Trust, an offer 
which I am privileged to accept.  
The post will not be full-time, which 
will give me a little more time in my 

life, something I look forward to 
after 38 years working full-time in 
schools.  I assure you that I will do 
my utmost to make sure that the 
Trust flourishes at a time when  
there are many challenges to  
be faced in education.

As Headteacher, I am responsible 
for a community of 1500 people, 
and with that have come many 
rewards and challenges.  The 
question I have frequently been 
asked is “what will you miss most, 
and least?”  The first part is easy 
– young people, their energy, 
constant ideas, kindness, their ability 
to endlessly surprise with creativity 
and talent.  Schools are also close 
communities akin to families and we 
have great staff without whom the 
school would not function.  They 
do so much more than they realise, 
and inspiring and challenging 
classes and forms day after day is 
truly relentless.  They are also great 
company.  What won’t I miss?  The 
politics in education which puts 
unfair pressure on teachers and 
children, and is frequently ill thought 
out and badly introduced.  

As a Headteacher I have always 
seen it as my job to pick the best for 
our children from emerging policy 
and to ignore or evade the rest.  
This generates its own tensions, 
however, and I have not always 
been able to lead a trouble-free 

life!  My especial thanks go to our 
governors who have supported me 
so fully and who commit so much of 
their skills and time, and backed my 
judgment when things were difficult.

It is 25 years since I had a day off, 
this is because I enjoy my work, 
I want to be there and I love the 
feeling on a Friday evening, or at 
the end of term, of being completely 
tired but knowing that generally I 
have tried my best and that some of 
it has come to fruition.  I hope this 
might inspire students and staff – 
work really is good for us.  

I thank you all for your trust,  
support, and tolerance when  
we’ve got things wrong, and for  
the many kind messages and 
gestures which have come at  
times when most needed.  The 
school is in very safe hands as it 
begins the next stage of its journey. 

“Teaching 
keeps you 
young!”

(AKA Lambo!)

 My
Last 
words...
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Be creative and caption us 
          Simply come up with a witty and/or clever but clean caption to go with the 

image of Mr Lamberton and Mr Stenhouse below and email it to 
wongs@christletonhigh.co.uk with your name and contact number.  

Closing date is Wednesday
31 August 2016.

The best caption will 
be published in the 

next edition of 
The Swan.

Lambo’s 
Legacy!

“Mr Lamberton has been an 
exceptional Headteacher for 
the 6 years we have studied at 
Christleton High School. 

Throughout this time he has 
always been encouraging and 
supportive to every student within 
the school, helping them grow, 
achieve and perform to the best 
of their abilities. He has always 
been approachable and willing to 
help with any issue no matter how 
small. 

One of the key lessons Mr 
Lamberton taught us is that all 
obstacles presented through 
life can be overcome, no matter 
how great or daunting they may 
appear. His own story of how he 
overcame his fear of heights and 

now enjoys the hobby of 
ice climbing showed us this. He 
inspired us to surmount our own 
fears and obstacles; we thank him 
for it.

Another commendation of Mr 
Lamberton is his determination. It 
has been amazing to see how he 
has improved and transformed the 
school into the outstanding place 
of learning it is today.

Mr Lamberton is a very warm 
and charismatic person who has 
gained the respect, trust and 
affection of all the students and 
staff at the school.” 

Ashley Dawson – Year 12
Freya McConnell – Year 12

“Mr Lamberton has had such a 
huge impact on the school over 
the past few years! You can 
always see him walking around 
greeting people and talking to 
students which shows how much 
he cares about every single 
student at the school. I think the 
reason he has been so loved is 

because he has given time and 
attention to all areas of the school 
and for me personally has 
supported theatre in the school, 
which has meant a great deal!” 

Greg James, Year 13

“Mr Lamberton’s numerous 
paragliding experiences told in 
assemblies not only showed us 
how entertaining a failed take off 
could be but also displayed the 
same ethos he continually applies 
to Christleton High School.  

If at first you don’t succeed, and 
your feet aren’t quite off the 
ground, keep persevering because 
it won’t be long before you’ll be 
flying high in the success which 
hard work has brought you. 

Without Mr Lamberton and this 
very outlook on life, Christleton 
High School wouldn’t be nearly as 
successful and accomplished as it 
is today.” 

Naomi Simm, Year 12
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“Irreverent, non-conformist and 
unconventional!”, although probably 
the most fitting adjectives one 
could use to describe Ms Saxon are 
“committed” and “passionate”. 

As you will most probably know by 
now, Ms Saxon, after 26 years of 
teaching at Christleton and 7 years 
at the Grange, Runcorn, is retiring 
this year, and the great number of 
thank you cards and messages 
from former students really does 
demonstrate the indelible mark she 
will leave on the school community.

It is certainly true that Ms Saxon 
has inspired generations of 
students, who have since gone on 
to achieve amazing things in their 
careers.  One such former pupil is 
Paul Greatorex, a London barrister, 
who recently won a controversial 
High Court test case about taking 
children out of school during term 
time. In an interview with The Times 
newspaper, Paul actually cited ‘My 
French teacher at secondary school, 
Kate Saxon’ as being one of the 
biggest influences in his life.

I would personally like to thank 
Ms Saxon for all the guidance she 
has given me regarding French, 
university and life in general! On 
behalf of the whole school, I would 
like to wish her all the very best in 
her well-deserved retirement and 
say that she ought to be proud 
of her exceptional contribution 
to the school in her many varied 
roles over the years. When David 
Cameron visited Christleton during 
the election campaign last year, 
he was impressed with Ms Saxon’s 
expeditious and multi-talented 
versatility.

Harry Hatwell 13.2

“Without a doubt, I can say that 
Ms Saxon is one of the most 
compassionate, warm and 
dedicated members of staff that 
I have had the pleasure of being 
taught by.  Not only does she 
endeavour to make sure every 
pupil has the opportunity to 
succeed within their education, 
but she also gives up her time 
outside of school hours to provide 
pastoral support for those who 
need it. One thing in particular 
that I really valued about 
Ms Saxon is her honesty, her 
approach of telling you what  
you need to hear whether you 
want to hear it or not.” 

Lauren Taylor, French A-Level 2014

“We can’t believe you’re leaving 
– Christleton just won’t be the 
same without you. Thank you for 
keeping us entertained and being 
an inspiration to us all, especially 
that time you brought in that box 
of dead bats you found in your 
attic. We wish you all the best  
for your retirement and we  
know you’ll enjoy it, whatever  
it  may bring!”

The French A-Level class of 2012

Memories
of Ms Saxon
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On 16 March 2016, the Politics 

students at Christleton High 

School had the opportunity to test 

their debating skills against other 

schools and colleges in the area.  

We entered two delegations 

representing the committees on 

Civil Liberties, Justice and Home 

Affairs, and Industry, Research and 

Energy.  Despite a change to the 

debating topic at the start of the day, 

both groups did exceptionally well, and narrowly missed representing the 

North West in the national competition.

The students, who had never taken part in an activity like this before, 

accepted every challenge thrown at them and supported each other 

within their teams throughout the process.  They represented the school 

with calm confidence and showed they were more than a match for the 

competing colleges who had more student representatives. Christleton 

has been put on the EYPUK map and have been asked back next year.

Victoria Sweeney – “On Wednesday, 16th March, myself and others 

from Year 12 Government and Politics class attended a European Youth 

Parliament Debate where we participated in discussions on topics such 

as trade and migration.  I thoroughly enjoyed the experience and would 

recommend it to any politics students in the future as it is an opportunity 

to develop debating skills and a good experience to add to your 

university application.”

Fraser Drummond-Hay – “The EYPUK provided us all with a great 

opportunity to develop our reasoning and debating skills by going head 

to head against other schools, discussing urgent issues of the day.  While 

we may not have managed to win, it was still a great experience, as it 

really helped to cement our understanding of politics and discussion.”

European Youth Parliament UK
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The 
Final 
Delivery
I don’t recall the presents I received 
for my third birthday, I expect that 
they might have included yet another 
Matchbox toy car to play with in my 
“garage” with wind-up lift. Apparently, I 
was a car-obsessed toddler. However, 
just a few weeks after my third birthday, 
an event happened which was to 
give me the greatest present of all: on 
October 3rd 1958, Christleton County 
Secondary Modern School opened 
to the public, under the leadership of 
Head Teacher, Les George. Little did I 
know then, that this was to play such  
a significant part in my life, twenty  
years later.

Fast forward to May 1978 and I was 
called for interview, and to my surprise 
and delight, I was one of two newly 
qualified teachers to be appointed to 
the English Department. I cannot say 
what promise or potential Les George, 
Phil Hodges, the Deputy Head at that 
time who was to become the school’s 
second Headteacher, or Pam Pleavin, 
the Head of English saw in me, but I am 
forever grateful for their confidence in 
me and the support all three gave  
me during their tenure in their 
respective posts.

On the day of interview, one of the 
first teachers Les George introduced 
me to, who wasn’t an English teacher, 
was Winston Barraclough, the Head of 
Music. I am equally passionate about 
making music as in sharing a love 
of language and literature, and I can 
honestly say that during Winston’s time, 
not only did I teach a couple of periods 
of music, but I also had a rich and varied 
experience working with him and Frank 
Walker, the Drama specialist, and his 
successors, on a series of musicals  
and other shows. 

Not only did I get to conduct, “Joseph 
and his Amazing Technicolour 
Dreamcoat”, but also many other shows 
including ”Half a Sixpence”, and “Jesus 
Christ Superstar”. With the school choir, 
I performed Faure’s Requiem and 
Vivaldi’s Gloria, as well as Winston’s own 
jazz version of “Messiah” called, “Too 
Hot for Handel”! 

We performed “Hiawatha’s Wedding 
Feast” by Coleridge Taylor alongside 
many other Cheshire schools and 
the Cheshire Youth Orchestra in 
Manchester’s Free Trade Hall and in 
1994 extended an invitation to the 
community, to form a huge choir to 
perform Carl Orff’s “Carmina Burana”. 
Whilst I trained the choir and took all the 
rehearsals, as chorus master, up to and 
including the “dress rehearsal”, I was 
unable to conduct the final performance, 
but that’s another story! 

During that school year, The Globe 
Theatre Project ran a national 
competition for schools in which 
they had to present the essence of a 
Shakespeare play within a performance 
lasting no more than five minutes. I 
discussed entering, with my A level 
English Literature group who were 
studying “Hamlet” with me, and they 
were keenly enthusiastic. We performed 
in the regional finals at the Gateway 
Theatre and won.

The second prize was a weekend trip 
to London to see the progress on the 
building of the Globe Theatre and 
watch a performance of a Shakespeare 
production. First prize was to take 
part in an International Festival of 
Shakespeare to be held in Bremen, 
over two days, where winning schools 
from all around Europe would take 
part. The date of the weekend and the 
school concert clashed, so I ended up 
travelling for almost thirty hours on a 
coach with our students, to Bremen, 
having, upon arrival, to sit in a theatre 
to watch a performance of “Two 
Gentlemen of Verona”, in German. 

Sometimes, coming second is not a bad 
thing!

For several years, I successfully trained 
competitors for the Citizen Foundation’s 
Bar Mock Trial Competition which gave 
students the opportunity to visit Chester 
Crown Court and play out cases against 
other teams, even putting our “accused” 
in the famous dock in Court Two, made 
bullet-proof, especially for the Myra 
Hindley and Ian Brady trial. 

All these wonderful extra-curricular 
activities, and many more, have 
enormously enriched my 38 years at 
Christleton, but the central task and 
source of pleasure has simply been 
teaching English. I have worked with so 
many wonderful colleagues both within 
and beyond the English Department 
who have been sources of inspiration 
and support that I feel particularly 
blessed to have been able to contribute 
to such a creative and highly talented 
team of teachers, as Christleton 
possesses, in the service of so  
many wonderful students. 

Having worked as a Sixth Form tutor, 
as well as an A level teacher for almost 
35 years, I look back on my time 
supporting, cajoling and encouraging 
students at this particularly important 
stage of their lives, with tremendous 
satisfaction. The ably-led teams of 
Sixth Form tutors over the years have 
provided another area of school life 
which has had more than its fair share of 
laughter and tears. The school is made 
up of teams of closely-knit “families” of 
teachers and I have particularly enjoyed 
working with the Sixth Form “family”.

I look back with enormous pride at 
having been part of this school’s work, 
and forwards, to embrace the many 
opportunities that lie beyond life at 
Christleton. I would like, through this 
article, to send my best wishes to all my 
colleagues, past and present, and to all 
my students, both current and former, 
who have made such an important and 
positive impact on my life. 

I’ll leave the last words to actor, David 
Tennant, “I’m as happy doing ‘Postman 
Pat’ as I 
am doing 
‘Hamlet.”

Howard Kane
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Tears of joy 
and of sadness 
characterised 
Year 13’s last day 

on 20th May 
After a slightly traumatic Thursday 
afternoon with various harmless 
pranks and a mass popping of 
balloons undertaken by a scissors-
wielding Ms Saxon, we were happy 
to instead focus on celebrating the 
years we have spent at school in 
the Leavers’ Assembly.

The year enjoyed a James Corden-
style ‘Carpool Karaoke’ with various 
teachers – including Ms Saxon 
flirting with Kieran Trevor and Mr 

Lamberton 
donning 
a pair of 

sunglasses 
while head 

banging to 
various rap 
songs. 

Not to mention Miss Cowley’s 
rendition of the Spice Girls’ ‘If 
you wanna be my lover’ at full 
volume in a moving car… The form 
tutors presented their traditional 
contribution to the assembly with 
a remake of Queen’s ‘Bohemian 
Rhapsody’ with special cameo 
appearances from Mr Gannon and 
Mr Kane. A more surprise piece was 
the late addition of a home video of 
Georgia Hawkins and Faye-Marie 
Herbert performing their own dance 
routine to the pop song ‘Friday’.

More seriously, the assembly was an 
opportunity to celebrate and thank 
all the teachers who have helped 
us get this far, with a particular focus 
on Mr Kane, Mr Lamberton and Ms 
Saxon who are all retiring this year. 
Mr Kane was presented with a card 
and present by Jemima and Megan 
and later gave the Year a flavour of 

his musical skills with 
a short piece on 

his flute. Ms 
Saxon had 
the ‘Last 

Word’ and 
was sobbing by 

the time she came 
to say “class 

dismissed!”

Y e a r  1 3Leavers
Loitering 
within 
tent!
The weather was really kind to the 
first two Bronze groups, navigating 
their way along the Sandstone Trail  
and Eddisbury Way. 

The cockerel shouted his 04:30 alarm 
every morning, accompanied by the 
noisy dawn chorus, to rouse the tired 
groups and snoring staff. Fields of 
cows were successfully negotiated and 
plenty of teams got lost but were soon 
found and put in the right direction.
Group C were suitably welcomed 
by heavy bursts of rain; standing in 
puddles and walking with squelchy 
boots became the norm. But team  
spirit prevailed and all teams made  
it to the warm welcome of waiting 
parents at the finish.

Students said...
I really enjoyed it, but it was  
really tiring.

Our team had a really exciting 
expedition, especially when we 
managed to get through all the cow 
fields. We got lost a few times but 
managed to work it out by the end.

Putting up the tents was quite 
confusing and cooking our  
tea was great.

Hope it doesn’t rain next time!

Parents said...
I just wanted to say thank you to you 
and other staff for giving up your 
weekend for the expedition. It was 
particularly difficult trying to advise 
my son on what clothes to wear and 
food to take, especially as he is 14 
and therefore knows everything.  

However, I do feel that he learnt 
quite a lot over the weekend and 
will be better prepared for the final 
expedition - or at least I hope he will.

A big thank you to the staff for 
making the expeditions possible and 
to let you know how heart-warming it 
was to see my son finish on Sunday. 
He was so excited and really enjoyed 
being part of a team. Normally a bit 
unruly in the classroom, this weekend 
he found something he wants to 
have a go at and found himself 
organising his team. This is a major 
breakthrough for him and again so 
pleased this is offered at Christleton.
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We handed over a cheque to a 
representative from the Teenage 
Cancer Trust; we managed to raise 
nearly £3,000 for the charity over 
the year, which doesn’t include 
the fundraising we carried out for 
Operation Christmas Child and  
also the refugee appeal. 

Kelly Stevens won a special award 
for her outstanding contribution to 
the life of the uniformed school with 
her dance teaching, whilst Robbie 
McNally was awarded the Gold 
Duke of Edinburgh Award. Saleem 
Rizvi will be the last recipient of 
the David Howard Modern Foreign 
Languages Award, with the new 
Kate Saxon Prize taking over and 
Harry Hatwell as its first recipient. 
Harry also gave a tear-jerking 
speech as he was announced the 
winner of  the year-wide vote to be 
the 36th recipient of the Andrew 
Ranner Memorial Award, which 
celebrates the student who has 
contributed most to the life of  
the Sixth Form. 

Undoubtedly, our fond memories of 
the years we’ve spent at Christleton 
will be cherished for years to come 
and we wish the school well in the 
future and the best of luck to those 
teachers who are retiring this year 
and who are, as Ms Saxon said, 
starting their new journeys with us.

Harry Hatwell
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All of our Year 7 students had a very 
noisy lesson in samba drumming 
and singing earlier this term. A 
team of musicians from Edsential 
(who work with our local music hub) 
gave a lively, exciting one-hour 
introduction to samba drumming 

in which staff and students were 
encouraged to take part! 

Austin Ralphson, Head of Music, 
said “I was really pleased to be able 
to organise this event for our Year 7 
students, as Samba isn’t something 

we’ve done before. The session 
was a great success and created 
lots of happy, smiling faces”.  
 
He hopes to build on this 
introduction by starting up a  
samba group within school.

  Summer

SAMBA... Part 1

The Swan - The Magazine from Christleton High School1 6



Summer Term 2016 1 7



 
  Summer Samba... Part 2 !!

             Students had the opportunity to sign up for a Samba session during M2MW, run by Mambo Jambo. 

             They played on traditional Brazilian instruments including Tamborims , Snare drums (Caixa), Agogô 

            bells, Surdos and Ganzás (shakers). They also learned typical rhythms, dances, breaks and solos. 
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             Students had the opportunity to sign up for a Samba session during M2MW, run by Mambo Jambo. 

             They played on traditional Brazilian instruments including Tamborims , Snare drums (Caixa), Agogô 

            bells, Surdos and Ganzás (shakers). They also learned typical rhythms, dances, breaks and solos. 

CONGRATULATIONS 
TO YEAR 11 GCSE 

ELECTRONIC PRODUCTS 
STUDENTS

FANTASTIC EFFORT 
HAS RESULTED 

IN FANTASTIC 
PRODUCTS
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UKMT Team 
Maths 
Challenge 
2016 

On 8th March 2016, a team of four 
intrepid Christleton High School 
students attended the Regional 
Final at Birkenhead School for the 
United Kingdom Mathematics Trust 
Team Maths Challenge.

In order to prepare for the event, 
the team trained regularly 

to practice the style 
of questions 

commonly 
posed.  

The competition consists of 
four rounds, each requiring a 
combination of mathematical 
thinking and team work.

It was an enjoyable experience and 
when the results were announced 
we had finished a respectable 6th 
of 15 teams.  We would like to  
thank Mr Holmes for running the 
training sessions and for taking  
us to the competition. 

Christleton High School Maths 
students regularly enter 
competitions, both individual 
challenges and team challenges.  
If you are interested in getting 
involved in these then please  
speak to Mr Holmes in the  
Maths Department.

Team:
Emily Page & 
Edward Dunford Year 8
Charlotte McConnell & 
Samuel Parsonage Year 9

Recently at Christleton there has 
been a chess renaissance. With a 
new chess club established, people 
from lower and upper years have 
flocked to play against each other 
every Friday lunch time from 12:30 
till 13:15 in room M8 situated within 
the Maths department. 

Therefore I have started a column 
to report what has been going on 
in this past term. In the first week 
on 26th February, attendance was 
low, with only 3 people turning up. 

Things sped up in week 2 on 4th 
March with 17 people attending. 
Chess club regular, Nick Broughton, 
managed to checkmate his 
opponent in 4 moves - a feat only 
replicated once by Archie Pitches in 
week 12 on 17th June. 

A chess ladder was set up in week 
8 on 6th May to record the players’ 
progress, which has proved to be 
popular, bringing out the players’ 
friendly competitiveness to 
challenge others and recently,  

in week 10 on 20th May, the  
current attendance record  
was set with 25 people.

Looking to the future, next term I 
am hoping to invite a guest speaker 
from a local chess club. 

Many thanks to Mr. Goodwin for 
kindly allowing us to use his room.

If you are interested in chess or 
want to learn how to play the game, 
please come along one lunch time 
to see what it’s like, you may  
even learn a thing or two!

Osian Williams Year 10

Checkmate!
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Students in Product Design have been using CAD 
(Computer Aided Design) for several years to support 
their sketching and idea generation in their coursework.  
Students have sent files to the laser cutter to create 
accurate product parts ready for assembly. Now with 
the 3D printing revolution in full swing at Christleton 
and mounting evidence indicating the cognitive benefits 
of spatial training, sticking with two-dimensional 
approaches might mean students are falling behind 
the technology curve.

Students at AS and A-Level use it extensively in their 
design phase and it is filtering down through the 
curriculum to students as young as Year 8.  Students 
aspire to use the software as it enables them to 
access the 3D printer and laser cutter to turn 
ideas in to reality. 

James Leyland, Year 12 said “It allowed me 
to visualise them easily so that I could make 
refinements and make modifications to fulfil 
the function of my product”. 

Students have the ability to make changes to 
their work without the need of re-drawing the 
whole product. It also gives them the opportunity to 
consider all angles of their product before they begin 
manufacture, overcoming many design problems they 
may meet during the making stage.

At Christleton students have access to Google Sketchup 
and Spaceclaim to generate 3D models to support their 
sketches. George Forrester-Coles, Year 13 prefers 3D 
modelling to sketching. “It gave me a more realistic 
understanding of what the finished product would 
look like and it gave me the ability to create 
accurate dimensions, which helped me to 
develop my designs further”.

3D modelling gave Harry Jolliffe, Year 12 the ability to 
“build a structure and start to imagine how you could 
assemble your product. You can also render your 
drawing to give the finish of materials you could use”.

So are pencil and paper’s days numbered in Design 
Technology?  I do not believe so, there is no better 
way to share an idea than to sketch and, despite the 
advances in technology in education, we learn more 
from a kinaesthetic approach.   

Mr Jones
Design Technology

 3D Modelling in 
 Design Technology
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CCF visit to 
Dishforth
16•02•2016
Our CCF Cadets visited Dishforth, an army base in North Yorkshire, for 
an experience of a lifetime - flights aboard an Army Lynx helicopter.

9 Regiment Army Air Corps (9 AAC) are based at Dishforth Airfield 
and the visit was organised and hosted by Captain Jordan Jones, 
Flight Commander of the regiment.

The Cadets were treated to an action packed programme which 
included tours around the hangars, watching the aircraft being  
serviced and prepared for flights as well as visiting the Air Traffic  
Control tower. They were also put through their paces by the  
physical training instructors.

Flying Officer James Hudson, our School Staff Instructor said “It has 
been a fantastic experience for everyone but the flights themselves 
were a massive hit and I am sure it will help our Cadets to make a 
choice about the possibility of a career in the Armed Forces.  But it is 
important to recognise the effort the Regiment has put in to make it  
such a successful visit and also to acknowledge that without people  
like Captain Jones giving up his own time to help, the Cadets  
would have enjoyed only a limited experience.”
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The Swan was Designed+Printed by

Creative
Graphic
Design

• Print

• Promotions

• Creative Graphics

Cheshire’s Creative 
Social Enterprise

Part of the Winsford 

based charity The 

NeuroMuscular Centre, 

all profits go towards 

supporting our vital work.

Contact
Alison Evans
01606 863464
alison.evans@nmcentre.com
nmcentre.com

    RAF 
Woodvale
“Royal Air Force Woodvale, 

near Southport in Merseyside, 

is currently home to five flying 

units. The Station continues  

its long history of delivering 

flying training. So it was with 

great pleasure that we had  

the opportunity to take our  

Cadets there for some  

flying experience.”  

Flt Lt Hollywood

CCF Cadets off to RAF 

Woodvale for some 

flying experience.

Calling all 

The latest version of our Parental Survey will shortly be circulated to all 
parents by the Governing Body of Christleton High School.  This will be 
done via Survey Monkey.  It is important to us all to better understand the 
thoughts of our parents so that we can continue to focus on making those 
important improvements that keep us on our toes and help us to make the 
school better in the coming years.

Please take the 10 minutes or so to fill out the survey and please be very 
open and honest in your opinions – good or bad they are important to us!

If you wish to purchase School Uniform for your child for the start of term 
in September, orders need to be placed with our supplier, SWI, by Friday, 
12th August 2016 at the latest.  

You can access the SWI website by following the red ‘Pay Online’ icon on 
the Christleton High School website homepage, choosing the ‘Uniform’ 
option and then clicking on the blue SWI logo. 

A Poetical 
ReportParental Survey 2016

School Uniform Orders

Parents!!
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Students from Years 7, 8 and 9 took 

to the stage to perform in our termly 

Music Showcase in May. We had 16 

students performing a wide range of 

music, from Beethoven to a Jamaican 

Rhumba to James Bay. The standard  

of performance was extremely 

high, with parents and friends in the 

audience commenting on how  

lovely it was to experience.

Music teacher Amy Benjamin said  

“The students performed with 

confidence and style, even though it 

was the first time that some of them 

had performed in front of an audience”. 

We will be hosting our next KS3 

Showcase during the Autumn term.

Key Stage 3
 Musical Showcase
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 Musical Showcase

On 20th April 2016, Year 8 Lake 
went to Cwm Idwal, near Bethesda, 
in the Snowdonia National Park on 
a Geography Trip.  On the trip we 
extended our knowledge about how 
corries, arêtes and u-shaped valleys  
are formed. 

At around 09:20 we left CHS in two 
coaches and a minibus towards Cwm 
Idwal. It was a scenic yet long trip to 
Cwm Idwal but we managed to get 
there by about 11:00. 

When we got there we joined up with 
our forms and our Geography teachers. 
We started the day by spending 5 
minutes doing a pedestrian and 
vehicle count on the road outside the 
Tourist Information Centre. We did field 
sketches and described the area and 
the ribbon lake that we could see. 

Then we looked at the facilities in and 
around the Tourist Information Centre 
as well as noting down information 
such as the cost of a can of coke  
and the number of parking spaces. 
Whilst there we also did an 
environmental quality survey, and  
went inside the tourist information 
centre for a look around. 

Once we had done this we started 
walking up to Cwm Idwal on a rocky 

footpath. We walked over multiple 
streams and had to watch our footing 
as we got up to the lake via the 
footpath. On reaching the lake,  
we crossed a bridge and followed  
another footpath for about 100  
metres towards a shingle beach  
where we had lunch, and had a  
picture taken of us all together. 

Lunch enabled us to catch up with  
our friends and eat our refreshments  
as well as soaking in all the heat from 
the blazing sun. After lunch we walked 
up a small hill where, at the top, we 
could see a large u-shaped valley 
beneath us along with a misfit  
stream in the base of the valley. 

Once we had done a field sketch 
and written down how the area was 
formed we went back for a closer look 
at the corrie. We drew a field sketch 
and took pictures as well as doing 
another pedestrian count. After this we 
went back down towards the tourist 
information centre, where we could 
buy some snacks and drinks as well as 
use the toilets before setting off back 
to Christleton High School. We arrived 
back to school at around 15:10 after a 
fun day enjoyed by all!

Will Lawrence Year 8

Year 8 Geography field trip to 
Cwm Idwal

     Dance Crew 
Showcase
On 22nd March 2016, 
Christleton High School 
took part in a dance 
showcase, hosted at the 
Lyceum Theatre, Crewe. 
Kelly Stevens, dance 
choreographer and former 
student, worked closely 
with students from various 
age groups, perfecting routines 
that were spectacular and skilled.   
    
First to the stage were 
a Year 7 group of 
enthusiastic dancers 
whose theme captured 
the audience’s attention. 
The girls performed to 
‘It’s a hard knock life’; the 
character and attitude 
presented was amazing. 
They utilised the stage well and the 
cheer from the audience at the  
end was electric.

Second on stage was 
a mixed age group 
of students; all well-
rehearsed and technically 
fluent. The ‘Lion King’ 
theme was beautifully 
performed, the students 
Ellie, Will, Paige, Michael and 
Kelly worked magnificently well. 
Movements were skilful and 
dynamic, which at times 
made the audience gasp. 
A wonderful production 
overall.

The final performance was 
a Beyoncé number, ‘Single 
Ladies’. The trio consisted 
of Kelly, Hannah and Katie; 
from the moment the girls walked 
out on stage they oozed attitude 
and sassiness. The audience were 
singing and dancing along 
in their seats during the 
whole performance, a sign 
that they were enjoying 
themselves as much as 
the performers were.
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The CHSA is a happy 
coalition of parents and 
staff from Christleton 
High School who raise 
money throughout 
the year to fund the 
purchase of items by 
the school to enhance 
the experience of 
students. Your child 
will have benefited 
from something that 
was purchased by the 
CHSA. In the year since 
September 2015 the 
CHSA has funded over 
£10,500 of purchases, 
from assets such as 
digital cameras, iPads 
and 3D printers, to 
experiences such as the 
Big Dig (an archaeology 
project), a young 
enterprise project and a 
revision conference. We 
have also contributed 
funding to the excellent 
‘Made2Measure Week’ 
to subsidise events  
for all students at  
the school.

How do we raise funds?

Fund raising for the CHSA generally 
takes place during school events. 
If you have attended one of the 
school concerts or shows you will 
have seen the CHSA volunteers 
selling refreshments and providing 
a raffle in the interval. We sell 
refreshments at each Parents’ 
Evening and organise the Christmas 
raffle and we run a 200 Club. 

The CHSA compliments the 
community ethos of the school. We 
talk to parents at the Open Evenings 
for prospective students and at the 
start of the new school year we 
run the Year 7 BBQ to welcome 
the parents of the new intake of 
students. The Year 7 BBQ is a great 
opportunity for the new parents to 
meet one another, their children’s 
new friends and the teachers.

What is the 200 Club?

The 200 Club is a form of lottery 
to generate income for the CHSA. 
A subscription to the 200 club 
costs £20 per annum which can be 
divided into 4 quarterly payments. 
We aim to give back 35% of the 
proceeds of the club and retain the 
other 65% to contribute to purchase 
of items for the school. Each £20 
subscription gives you one entry 
in the draw. The more people who 
join the club the bigger and more 
frequent the prizes will be.

This year the draw will take place 
at the school production of Billy 
Elliot in July. The first prize will be 
£200 with a number of smaller 
prizes depending on the number of 
subscriptions purchased at the time 
of the event. Payments had to be 
received by 30th June 2016 to be 
included in the 2016 draw, but make 
sure you get an application in to 

take part next year.  Anyone can buy 
a subscription to the 200 Club - not 
just parents of Christleton students - 
so do pass on information to friends 
and family. Forms are available from 
the school web site.

We need your involvement!

CHSA can’t provide the service it 
does without willing volunteers – 
parents and staff. 

It is a largely secretive society 
as your children may not be too 
impressed with you being too 
involved at events in the school! 
There is a small committee which 
plans the events and also decides 
upon the funding. Anybody is 
welcome to be a part of the 
committee or just observe. Dates 
and times of the meetings are on 
the school website calendar. 

How can you help?

We really need involvement on the 
committee from parents of Years 7 
and 8. Committee meetings are held 
once a term from 18.00 - 19.00. It 
would be great to have some new 
faces on the committee especially 
as many of the present committee 
will be leaving soon as they are 
parents of Sixth Form students. 

You don’t have to be part of the 
committee – we are always in 
need of people to help out with 
refreshment selling at school events 
throughout the year. Even 2 hours 
on one evening would make a real 
difference. If you are interested in 
finding out more about CHSA or 
would be willing to help out at an 
event please email chairofchsa@
christletonhigh.co.uk and we will 
place you on the email list. We email 
out from this list requesting help 
prior to each event. 

If you really feel unable to give your 
time please support the CHSA in its 
fundraising by joining the 200 Club. 

Year 7 BBQ

If you are a parent of a child due to 
start in Year 7 in September then 
please make a note of Friday, 23rd 
September 2016. 

    Christleton High  
    School Association
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Here is detail of one department’s 
successful CHSA funding bid... 

Art Department Funding Bid - 

Good artists are made better 

through the use of the best tools

In October 2015, the CHSA funded 3 DSLR cameras for the Art 
department. Art students now have the opportunity to use this advanced 
photography equipment more frequently. The cameras have been 
welcomed in the department and have already been widely used.

Students use the cameras to incorporate different art directions such 
as fashion and textiles and graphic design into their work. A number of 
students have also used the cameras to offer a Pop up Photography 
business at school events such as the recent Spring Concert – this gives 
students experience of the professional use of photography. 

Alex Roberts, Year 11, said 
“Using the good cameras in 
the photography studio was 
really exciting and made us feel 
professional because we also used 
the dramatic lighting and lighting 
umbrellas. We were able to create 
very effective photos.” 

“Due to the addition of the cameras 
funded by CHSA, we have been 
able to submit our double entry Art 
students for GCSE Photography. 
The quality of their portfolios was 
excellent.” Miss Sykes

Every year we run a Year 7 BBQ 
– for Year 7 students and their 
parents.  This event welcomes all 
new students to Christleton High 
School and gives them and their 
parents an opportunity to meet 
each other.  Siblings are also 
welcome to attend. The evening 
will comprise a BBQ, Treasure  
Hunt, raffle and a bar.

Admission is free to everyone; 
however, there is a small charge  
for food and drinks.



After Easter, 
Christleton 
Primary School 
hosted their 
Science Week.
 It is always an exciting 
week with the students learning 
about lots of different aspects of Science.
So for the fourth year Miss Arends delivered 
a special effects assembly to KS1 and KS2, 
with the support of Miss Luff. 

Miss Arends and Miss Luff had an awesome 
time and would like to thank Christleton 

Primary for letting us be a part of their 
Science Week. The students were extremely 
well behaved and demonstrated great 
knowledge of science during the assembly, 
keenly participating throughout. We 
were very impressed with their 
effort and behaviour!

The Science Department look forward to 
welcoming their Year 6’s for Induction Day 
and will encourage their love for science in 
Year 7 and beyond.

Of course 
we went on to 

show how we make 
the elephants’ 
toothpaste for 
Chester Zoo!

So after being 
sick, the last part was 

showing what happens to 
food in the digestive system 

and eventually comes out 
as poo! Right before the 
students went to have 

their snack at break 
time.

Moving on 
to Chemistry we 

demonstrated what 
happens when alcohol 
reacts with oxygen in 
the dramatic whoosh 

bottle experiment. 

In all the 
excitement, Miss 

Arends had forgotten 
to eat her breakfast, 
but then didn’t feel 

well…

Even 
Miss Luff 

got carried 
away... 

First we 
looked at the 

effects of static 
electricity. 
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On Thursday, 10th March 2016 a group of Year 8, 9 and 10 students participated 
in the annual BBC News School Report. Everyone produced news reports on their 
chosen subjects and then had the opportunity to present these to cameras, giving 
them a real insight into life as a budding journalist. Topics discussed included 
feminism, celebrity news, child obesity and hate crimes. 

Everybody worked really hard to 
get everything together, whether it 
was conducting interviews, taking 
photos, writing reports or editing 
videos. We had a very busy day of 
non-stop work but it was worth it 
in the end. 

The event took place in the 
I-research Centre and we worked 
around school doing interviews 
and weather reports and even 
interviewing some very kind 
members of staff including; Miss 
St Clair, Mr Ralphson, Mrs Kelly 
and Mrs Rose. 

The day gave us a lot of 
experience on writing reports and 
presenting them in an effective 
way, as well as what it is like to 
work in a real newsroom. We 
would like to thank the staff 
involved in helping us especially 
Miss Croft and Miss Bowker, who 
led the activity and students 
who participated in creating our 
broadcast. Well done  
to all involved. 

Meredith Charlton &  
Taryn-Olivia Walker 9BY2

Quotes from students involved:

“I really enjoyed BBC School 
Report because it was a fun, 
collaborative project and it was 
nice to have a taster of what 
being a journalist is like. Also, I 
got the exclusive opportunity to 
interview an author, Holly Bourne, 
who I really look up to so this was 
amazing.” Alice Watkinson 8K1

“I learnt how to use Serif Media 
which was a good opportunity.” 
Robert Bradshaw 8L1

“BBC School Report was a 
great opportunity to improve 
my presenting and script writing 
skills. I really enjoyed the whole 
day.” Daniel Skinner 8K2

“I really enjoyed the experience 
of being involved with the day 
and helping out others as well as 
doing my own project, which was 
very good. I learnt how to develop 
and make news broadcasts 
and how to find good accurate 
sources as well.”  
Will Lawrence 8L2

“I really enjoyed editing the 
whole news broadcast and 
feeling the stress that a real life 
journalist would feel during the 
same process. It was a great 
experience.”  Oliver Hynds 8L2
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From my art lessons I have been 
inspired to research different 
types of street art. I found a  
video on a very unique group  
of artists who all have one thing  
in common: they love to create  
3D street art.

Street art is visual art created in 
public locations. Street artists have 
a range of styles and inspirations. 
The artists whose work is shown 
in this video, have cleverly used 
perspective to change how a flat, 
normal street looks to the public. 
They must like the fact that the 
public can step into it and be a 
part of the artwork. 

These pieces of 3D street art are very inspirational, to artists of all 
ages, to try something new. I hope you like it as much as I did,  
so get creating your own master piece!

You can find the video on YouTube:

20 Pieces of Impossible 3D Street Art

www.youtube.com/watch?v=6iz8-mbFtjc

Inspirational 
3D Street Art

In Art lessons, we have learnt 

about different artists and one 

of our favourites was learning 

about Hundertwasser.  

Hundertwassar is a famous 

artist and architect.  He has 

designed many colourful 

buildings around the world. In 

our lessons we created a linear 

street in Hundertwassar style. 

His drawings are abstract and 

very childlike. 

One of our favourite things was 

drawing a Hundertwassar styled 

building and filling it in with 

unusual, unique patterns, which 

was really fun because we could 

express the different colours 

and shapes.  Also we enjoyed 

doing this topic because 

Hundertwassar is not like a 

normal artist; his work is very 

different and childlike,  

so it is easier to draw. 

By Abby and Ellie 

 Hundertwasser
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Recently in Art, my classmates 
and I have been working 
on moving animal puppets 
decorated with organic patterns. 
These lessons have been 
especially fun!

We have been studying Dürer’s 
Rhinoceros and I have worked 
very hard to create a wonderful 

piece of artwork that will inspire 
myself and others around me. I 
created a rhino that can move 
its legs in my book; as rhinos are 
armoured animals I added a suit 
of natural-looking armour and 
drew some organic patters on it 
to make it look more interesting. 
All of our animated artworks  
look amazing. 

All of my classmates and I have 
been complimenting each other 
on the fantastic creations we 
have made! 

Hannah Jones Year 8 Hot 
Scholar in Art.  
Artwork by Aimee Thomas, 
Maisie Spauls, Thomas Bell  
and Hannah Jones

 ANIMATED ARTWORKARTWORKARTWORKARTWORKARTWORKARTWORK

The Royal Academy 
Summer Exhibition 
2015 

On my visit to London last summer, I was lucky enough to visit the Summer 
Exhibition at the Royal Academy of Arts. This renowned exhibition, which 

takes place annually, showcases artistic talent from around the world. Each of  
 the exhibition rooms has been carefully arranged to show a range of painting,  
 prints, sculpture and drawings. 

On arrival at the Academy through the great entrance arch, you are met by a huge metal sculpture, designed by 
Conrad Shawcross and called “The Dappled Light of the Sun”. Its forty tonnes of weathered steel certainly grabs 
the visitor’s attention!

One of the highlights of my visit was when I first entered the great Burlington House and was greeted by the art 
work on the grand staircase which had been commissioned by Jim Lambie, a Turner Prize nominee in 2005. He 
had covered the staircase with his trademark strips of brightly coloured vinyl tape. The psychedelic work plays 
tricks with your eyes as it looks like a flat sheet on the staircase, hiding curves and edges.

For any art fan, I would thoroughly recommend a visit to the next Summer Exhibition for a great day out!

Bethan Johnson  8Ke1
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Year 10 Winning Artists
Congratulations to those who were winners in 
the recent Year 10 Art Portfolio Competition:

1st Arthur Jessop & Erin Stuart
2nd Callum Stock, Tia Dixon & Alex Martin

3rd Eric Evans & Maddie Clerkin

This competition was organised by Year 9 students, 
Emma Smith and Gemma Hemens, who are Hot 
Scholars in Art. Our thanks go to Miss Freeman  

who kindly judged the competition.

Andy Warhol was born in 1928 
and died in 1984, he is famous 
for printmaking, painting, cinema 
and photography. He called his 
studio The Factory and it became a 
famous meeting place for creative 
people and celebrities. Its name 
was a good one because it was 
a very busy place and his printed 
artworks did, intentionally, involve 
mass production. 

Andy Warhol said, “If you want to 
know all about Andy Warhol, just 
look at the surface of my paintings 
and films and me, and there I am. 
There’s nothing behind it.”  

In high school, Warhol was 
excluded from his art club because 
he was better than the other 
members! Andy’s first movie  
was called ‘Sleep’ and it was  
6 hours long.

Rachel Cunliffe 8L2  
Hot Scholar in Art

Andy Warhol

In the history of Art, there have 

been many artists who have 

changed the way that we see the 

world. During the Renaissance 

period, when thinkers started 

to see new ways human beings 

could take control of their own 

lives, there were some artists 

whose influence can still be felt 

today. These artists’ names, like 

Michelangelo and Leonardo da 

Vinci, are still very familiar now. 

During my time at Christleton High 

School, I have been learning about 

some Renaissance artists and the 

types of artworks they made. My 

own artwork has involved making 

a Renaissance-inspired mask and 

I have looked around in my own 

environment for things I can reclaim 

and convert from trash to treasure.

Kate LeBreton Year 8

Hot Scholar in Art

From 
Trash 

to 
Treasure
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Picture Perfect! 
Photography is the art 
or practice of taking and 
processing photographs
 
Photography is an artistic process and is enjoyed by the artist and the 
audience.  Like traditional artists, photographers can use their work 
to express themselves and capture moments in time.  Many artists 
have used photography as a medium to capture inspiration, before 
drawing or painting the final piece.  Nowadays many photographers use 
editing programs, such as Photoshop, to enhance their photographs or 
completely re-design an image from various sources. 

Since digital and phone cameras have increased in popularity and quality, 
photography is open to everybody nowadays.  We no longer need a dark 
room to develop photographs, it now costs less, and we can get photos 
printed quickly onto all sorts of things.  Many world famous landmarks like 
the Eiffel Tower and the Sydney Opera House have hundreds of photos 
taken of them every day. 

Photography has never been as popular as it is now, but critics argue that 
camera phones are taking over the real art of photography.  In my opinion, 
I think this is true, even though I am guilty of taking many photos on my 
phone.  The reason I take photos is to capture memories with friends as 
well as to remember everyday things like homework.

Art Hot Scholar, Yasmin Shaughnessy from 8KE1 says, “Photography is a 
way of expressing art in its true form.  Photos are a frozen image in time, 
which show emotion or are taken of a memory for the future.  Photos 
trigger really strong emotions and memories of the moment in front of us.  
Everyone will take a photo at some point whether it’s a selfie with friends 
or a landscape of a place you’ve visited.  But what do you want people to 
feel when they see it?  Because remember a picture never lies!”

Photography is a wonderful thing to explore with many new and exciting 
ways to take photos, as well as the editing process to enhance and 
personalise them afterwards.

Chiquita Boyd 8BY2

In Art, we have learned about 
different famous artists and the 
type of art they create. 

My favourite topic is the one 
we did this month which is 
self-portraits. Not just any self-
portraits, we are doing ones with 
a twist. Instead of painting normal 
ones, we are placing colour to 
outline the features and to make 
them stand out and look bolder. 

The artist that we were looking 
at is a lady called Gwenn Seemel 
and her art is really different and 
unique.  The thing we enjoyed 
the most about doing this subject 
was learning how to do the artists 
technique and expressing the 
outline features of the face using 
bright colours.

Ellie and Abby

Self-portrait 
lessons from 

Gwenn Seemel
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Local Artist

Georgia Low 
 

I decided to research some local artists and businesses and I found 
a young girl whose name is Georgia Low.  Her business involves 
creating artwork using paper cuts and working with different types 
of card and paper. I asked her a couple of questions and she 
replied with a lot of inspirational information about how she 
became a successful artist and business woman. 

Georgia has always loved art and she had artistic role models in her 
family, including her grandad who was a photographer. She took Art 
at GCSE and that was where she started experimenting. She loved 
the idea of working at home and making art as a living. 

She has now made this happen and has sent bespoke papercuts 
to customers in over 12 countries. Georgia is in a group called The 
Paper Cut Artist Collective which has over 50 members from all 
over the world and recently had its first exhibition in Oslo. 

Georgia is an artist who loves it when other people are happy 
with her art. 

I asked her if she had any advice for aspiring artists and she 
came back to me with:
‘I’d probably say never give up; always persevere if it’s 
something you’re passionate about. Also work hard to find your 
own style. Finally, don’t put too much pressure on yourself, it’s 
taken me three years to build my business up, but it was worth it.’

Ellie Brickland Year 9 Hot Scholar in Art

KS3 Sketchbook 

Competition Winners - 

28/04/2016

YEAR 7 BOYS

1. Matthew Ridge  - KSY

2. Daniel Brown - RP

3. James Collier Timpson - MH 

YEAR 7 GIRLS

1. Jessica Trevor - KSY

2. Rebecca Davies - MH

3. Tanya Norwood - RP

YEAR 8 BOYS

1. Alex Bishop - KSY

2. Daniel Brown - MH

3. Charlie Doyle - KSY

YEAR 8 GIRLS

1. Abbie Shaw - KSY

2. Lauren Davies - MH

3. Claudia Lovering - KSY

YEAR 9 BOYS

1. Charlie Heard - MH

2. Ted Horris - HKSY

3. Lincoln Miller - RP

YEAR 9 GIRLS

1. Nicole McAulay - MH

2. Phoebe Watts - KSY

3. Lauren Moore - RP
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Hair raising 
for Charity!
On Saturday, 14 May 2016, at 
Scissors in Watergate Street, 
Chester, Alice Watkinson, 
8K1, had 21 centimetres of 
beautiful hair cut off her long 
mane.  The owner arranged 
for his best stylist, Bev, to cut 
it for free! 

Alice has raised £1000 to date 
for the Little Princess Trust, 
and would like to say a huge 
thank you to everyone who 
has sponsored her.  

The Little Princess Trust is a 
charity, which provides real 
hair wigs to boys and girls 
across the UK and Ireland that 
have sadly lost their own hair 
through cancer treatment. 
Alice’s hair donation and the 
money she has raised will 
allow the Trust to make 2 wigs 
for children with cancer.

Well done Alice!

TeachMeet
In March, Christleton High 
School played host to an 
array of Maths teachers. The 
aim was to share ideas in 
order to inspire and improve 
the quality of teaching 
mathematics in the local 
area. Teachers came from 
as far afield as Corwen and 
Liverpool.

We had the Rock God 
himself, Mr Holmes, talking 
about the importance of 
numeracy across all levels 
and he showed us his silky 
skills on the TTRockstars 
website, which has been 
rolled out to Key Stage 3 this 
year with huge success. 

Mr Holmes made the whole 
audience do a times-table 
test – even Mr Stenhouse! 
Ms Pitchford, as always, 
came up with some wacky 
ideas of how to teach 
maths in a challenging and 
thought provoking way. Mr 
Ives inspired us with the 
wonder that is Manga High 

and displayed how it could 
enrich independent learning 
and give teachers much 
needed data to analyse 
progress. 

Miss Doyle excited us with 
the prospect of project 
based learning and Mrs Day 
came up with resources 
to help us improve our 
problem solving skills. Mrs 
Davies took the ‘oh so 
dull’ job of marking and 
painted it with her usual 
flair and enthusiasm. Mr 
Goodwin (the younger 
one) was stunned that yet 
again, no one laughed at his 
jokes. When will he learn? 
Although his presentation of 
Geogebra was magical. 
There were also presenters 
from MEI, Neston High 
School and the Elfed 
High School.

At the end of the evening, 
there was a raffle in aid of 
the Alzheimers Society, 
with prizes donated by the 
Festival of the Spoken Nerd, 
MathsGear, SpreadShirt and 
Oxford University Press.
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WELL DONE TO 
ALL 2016 GCSE 

PRODUCT 
DESIGN 

STUDENTS
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                M
2MW Year 8 

Pyjama Party!
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Primary 
Maths Day

On June 10th, 

we had over 

100 Year 6 

students join  

us from local 

primary schools. 
The students were able to get to 
know some of the maths teachers 
and take part in some exciting 
activities, including Quizdom voting 
system, making bridges and finding 
out which bridge could withstand 
the greatest weight as well as route 
planning using measuring skills. 

Those students starting at 
Christleton High School in 
September will be able to see the 
amazing display produced with 
their work on Knot theory.

The day ended with a maths 
dash relay, all teams were very 
competitive and results were close, 
but the winning team were from 
Christleton Primary School. 

All of the students were fantastic 
and impressed us with their team 
work skills. 
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George’s Fine Art!
Congratulations to George Davies, 7By1, who won Best Junior  
Wildlife Artist and overall Junior Artist of the Year at the Society  
of All Artists’ annual Artist of the Year competition recently. 

George’s picture is on display at the SAA Headquarters  
in Nottingham until September.

A Poetical 
Report

Nicholas Broughton opened the fortnightly event with an extract from 
‘America’ by Allen Ginsberg.  Ginsberg was an American poet famous 
for his stream-of-consciousness style of writing. Another Ginsberg 
poem; ‘A Supermarket in California’ followed.

Soon the audience relaxed and cheered on Nick and Callum Rawson’s 
rap battle.

The Poets’ Society is held every Thursday Week B from 12:30 till 13:00 
in C8. All welcome, if you are interested, bring along some poetry for 
an open mic (without the mic) session.

Osian Williams Year 10

To gain your own voice you have 
to forget about having it heard.
Allen Ginsberg

Why 
I enjoy being 

a Cadet
At Cadets we do lots of activities like climbing, 

shooting, station visits, first aid, camps and outdoor 
activities, for example, how to be camouflaged or  

how to cook a ration pack.  

Last year we went on a camp to Capel Curig,  
where we went mountain biking, we did high 

 ropes and we went climbing. 

Being a Cadet helps develop useful skills like 
leadership, first aid, map reading and  

radio communications.
 

Will Robinson Year 9

Film dubbing fun 
at Manchester 
Metropolitan 
University
During Made2Measure Week, 
the MFL Department took 
a group of Year 9 and Year 
10 students to Manchester 
Metropolitan University  
(MMU) to take part in a 
 film dubbing session.

The session was organised 
by Carmen Herrero, Head of 
Spanish at MMU and run by 
María Sanchez, a doctorate 
student who is currently carrying 
out research on the use of 
foreign languages in the media.  

The session started with students 
going over a list of vocabulary 
in their chosen language 
(French, Spanish or German) and 
discussing the words’ meaning 
with their peers. After that, they 
watched a short foreign film and 
were asked to think of a script 
they could use for the film.

In small groups, students wrote 
their scripts and using the 
programme Movie Maker added 
subtitles to the film. Once this 
was done, students started 
the actual dubbing by giving 
their voices to the actors and 
recording them. These activities 
were done using the  
target language.

Students had a good time as 
they were in control of the script 
and some of them showed their 
creativity by manipulating  
the script in different and 
amusing ways. 

The day concluded with a tour of 
the University and lunch  
at a nearby park.
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D of E
Gold 

Practice 

Expedition 

Snowdonia

Bright, sunny and breezy weather 

greeted the 20 Year 12 students in 

the foothills of Snowdonia. 

A complicated and challenging 

route on day 1 soon woke up the 

navigation and map work skills and 

made for a long day. 

The first night was very cold and 

ice covered the tents. The fresh 

chilling northerly wind continued 

for the next 2 days and the route 

took us up into the hills around 

Trefriw and onwards along the 

Conway Valley finishing  

near Conway. 

The sun shone throughout the 

expedition and the teams enjoyed 

the amazing views, a good 

preparation for the 4  

day Snowdonia assessed  

expedition in July.
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During Made2Measure 
Week Years 8, 9 and 10
had the opportunity to 
design and make their 
own electronic Frisbees.
The day was split into 3, 
circuit production and 

programming, Frisbee 
production and fitting of 
circuit and play time! 
Students had to solder a 
circuit and programme it 
to play music and lights as 
the Frisbee is thrown. They 

then had to design and dye 
sublimate the detail for their 
Frisbee and vacuum form 
the Frisbee.
At the end of the day 
students took their Frisbees 
out onto the field for testing!

Flight of the Frisbees!
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This term saw a fantastic dining and 
dancing event hosted by students 
from Year 8 and Year 9.  

A team of Year 8 students worked 
with Mrs Kelly and Mrs Harding 
to prepare, cook and serve a 
delicious three course meal to over 
50 teachers, Governors and even 
Headteachers from our partner 
primary schools. 

Owen said “the morning was 
really hard work but we all worked 
together as a team and got all the 
jobs done in time.”

Once the food was simmering 
away, the team raced to prepare 
the dining room and then changed 
into smart dress to begin service. 
They delivered a very professional 
service and made sure their guests 
fully enjoyed the dining experience.  
Ciaran said “it was scary at first, 
serving food to our teachers, but 
my confidence grew and I started to 
really enjoy the event.”

After the starter and following 
months of practice with the 
Aspirations Dance Company, 12 
boys and girls danced the jive to 
four songs in front of a wowed 
audience. It was plain to see that 

the students were enjoying the 
challenge of dancing in front of a 
large audience.  Harry commented. 
“I didn’t think we could do it at first, 
but all the hard work really paid off.” 

The group received a resounding 
applause and were delighted with 
themselves. Daisy commented, 
“When Mr Ives said I would be 
dancing the jive in front of teachers, 
I thought ‘No Way!’ but I’m really 
impressed with myself that I did it.”

Following a speech from Mr 
Stenhouse, it turned out Mr Ives 
had a surprise for the guests. All the 
guests were then invited to take to 
the floor and learn the Charleston. 
Richard Colley, dance instructor 
from Aspirations Dance, then taught 
the steps and staff and students 
all together smiled and laughed 
as they practiced the 1920s dance 
together. 

The afternoon was a huge success 
and afterwards everyone rallied 
round to help Mrs Kelly in the 
kitchen. The students involved 
really rose to the challenge in front 
of them and all gained confidence 
from the experience. Mr Stenhouse 
said “What a brilliant event, I am so 
proud to see our students embrace 

COME DINE AND COME DANCE

at Christleton
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a challenge and deliver such a 
fantastic event. I’m looking forward 
to next year’s already!” I think Mrs 
Kelly may need a few months rest 
before she begins planning the  
next event!

Richard Colley: “Aspirations has 
something for everyone from 
beginners to the more advanced 
dancer looking for a relaxed, fun 
night out. Aspirations Dance is 
a social dance school with the 

emphasis on fun, enjoyment and 
being able to get up and dance 
confidently on any dance floor.”

aspirationsdance.com
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Visit to the Zoo
The zoo was the 
best experience ever 

In the morning we arrived at school 
and loaded into a sweltering coach 
with atmosphere high. Once we 
reached the zoo we all got off and 
got straight into the rhythm of the 
day. From there, several groups 
walked the distance of the paths 
and admired the rare, beautiful  
and endangered animals. 

One zoo keeper was very grumpy 
and yelled at us for taking a Tumblr 
picture behind a tree. However, the 
day went on and we spoke to many 
zoo keepers who enthusiastically 
spoke about their areas of 
speciality. I learnt lots of valuable 
facts and made a point to read the 
majority of information boards. 

Furthermore, our eager teachers 
arranged for us to visit the bat cave 
and butterfly enclosure. Over 40 
species of fruit bats were flying 
around the tunnels. Certainly very 
memorable. Two types of fruit 
bats, tree dwelling and the more 
aerobatic were hung from the 
warehouse roof. Unfortunately 
several of the students were 
“deposited” on but dealt  
with it hygienically. 

The butterfly greenhouse however 
was a humid utopia with bright 
Amazonian butterflies fluttering 
here and there. 

With plenty of photo opportunities 
and picnic areas all the students 
had the chance to soak up the 
sun, with ample sun cream.  All the 
students left happy with sun kissed 
limbs and gifts, from the plentiful  
gift shop, in hand. 

There is no doubt that you would 
recommend this trip as it was the 
most action packed, yet peaceful 
day I have had in a long time. 

Freya Bowerman Year 10
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Spelling Bee was a good experience, it was nerve-
racking, exciting and just a really good competition  
to take part in!

A lot of people might think that spelling out some 
French words is quite boring but in this case it definitely 
wasn’t. The aim was to spell out as many French words 
in one minute as you could - but first you needed to 
translate them from English! I started off by only being 
able to spell about ten words but after a few weeks I 
began to improve a lot. 

There were three rounds in the competition:

1. The first round had 20 competing in it and  
 only 4 of them got into the second round.  
 (Me being one of them!)

2. These 4 people would then compete against  
 the other 8 people from the 2 other groups  
 in round 2.

3. Then 4 people from these 12 would go   
 to the final.

Strangely, I had to go head to head with this one girl 
about 5 times and we still got the same score! So in 
the end, 5 of us were allowed go through to the final 
and although I didn’t win, I really enjoyed the whole 
experience!

Freya Doyle Year 7

Spelling Bee Competition -

FRENCH
Manchester Metropolitan 

University, March 2016

Making 
Music 
with KS1
The Music Hot Scholars visited Christleton 
Primary School this half term to run music 
workshops with the Year 1 students. 
The activities included vocal warm ups, 
rhythm games, singing ‘Somewhere over 
the Rainbow’ and ‘Hakuna Matata’. 

The Headteacher at Christleton Primary 
School said “Your students 
had prepared the sessions 
very well and implemented 
the activities successfully. 
They were wonderful with 
the children who were all 
fully engaged with all the 
activities and loved it!” 

The Hot Scholars are now keen to do 
more music workshops in local primary 
schools later this year. 

I loved my time teaching 
the children at Christleton 
Primary School about music. 
They were so eager to learn 
and so enthusiastic towards 
the activities we had planned! 
I did warm ups and they really 
enjoyed all the activities. They 
were always laughing and 
smiling, we were even asked 
when we were coming back!  
Mia Scudds 8K2 – Music Hot Scholar

My group played ‘Hakuna 
Matata’ from ‘The Lion King’ 
on our ukuleles. We also did 
a ‘Simon Says’ rhythm game 
with them. The kids seemed 
to enjoy it greatly and it 
was really nice to see them 
enjoying what we planned for 
them. I would definitely do it 
again if I could.        
Alice Watkinson 8K1 – Music Hot Scholar

Teacher’s 
Pet

It is well known that 
people tend to have 
a similarity to their 
pets and a dog owner 
and their dog often 
look like they belong 
together. See if you 
can guess which of our 
lucky teachers owns  
the very beautiful 
Daisy?  Which teacher 
do you know who 
has lovely big round 
eyes, lots of fluffy hair, 
is mischievous - and 
smells like a dog?!  
Look through The 
Swan to find  
Daisy’s owner.
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Maths Success at 
Half Term Challenge
Some students in Years 7 to 10 were given a ‘Half Term Challenge’ task 
written by Mathematical Education on Merseyside. The Challenge paper 
was for Years 7 and 8 with the Senior Challenge for Years 9 and 10.

1600 entries were received for the Challenge and 14 Christleton students 
won prizes overall. Out of 92 schools that entered students, Christleton 
had the 2nd highest number of prize winners, beating many of the fee 
paying and grammar schools in the region.

The top students were invited to prize giving events at the University of 
Liverpool. Mr Holmes drove the eight Challenge prize winners and some 
parents in the school mini bus to the event on Wednesday, 11th May 2016. 
On arrival at the event, students were given a voucher to spend on some 
maths books and partook in another tough maths quiz. After the prizes 
had been awarded the Christleton High School students posed for a 
photo before heading home, vouchers in hand. 

“I’m really proud of our students and 
delighted with the reward for their 
efforts” said Mr Holmes as we 
were leaving the event.

One of the questions from the Years 
7 and 8 paper is below. Check out 
the Mathematical Education on 
Merseyside website for the solution.  

Daniel Skinner

Challenge 
Prize Winners

Emily Page - Second prize with 
Special Commendation

Giovanni Muratori and Fleur Mercer - 
Third Prize

Ben Griffiths - Consolation Prize

Abbie Shaw, Sophia Bailey, Daniel 
Skinner, Cassie Lloyd-Watson - 

Certificate of Merit

Senior 
Challenge Prize 

Winners

Oliver Hill - Third prize
Charlotte Glading, Millie Riddick 

- Consolation Prize

Cal Rawson, Maggie Corr, 
Bradney Lloyd-Watson - 

Certificate of Merit

Tunnel Vision 
The Queensway Tunnel under the River Mersey has 4 

traffic lanes: a fast and a slow lane in each direction. 

Vehicles in the fast lane travel at 55kph and are 25 

metres apart. Vehicles in the slow lane travel at 35kph 

and are 20m apart. 

When being driven through the tunnel, Alex and 

Matthew play a game of counting the vehicles that 

they pass heading the other way. Alex counts the vehicles in the fast lane, whilst Matthew counts the 

vehicles in the slow lane. Who counts more vehicles if the boys’ car is in the fast lane? Who counts more 

if it is in the slow lane? 
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Made2Measure Week: 

Making Music@Manchester 

Metropolitan University!
 

Some of our Year 7 students 
hopped on the school minibus with 
Mr. Ralphson for a day of music-
making provided by MMU. PGCE 
music students provided three 
excellent workshops on Musical 
Futures, use of Jam Hubs and 
electronic drum kits, and finally a 
rare opportunity to play Javanese 
Gamelan from Indonesia. 

The new multi-million pound 
building and facilities created an 
amazing impression, with Morgan 
Reay exclaiming “I really want to 
come here when I’m older”.
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On Wednesday, 
8th June,  
during our
Made2Measure 
Week, a class of 
about eighteen 
students and I 
were given the 
opportunity to 
be mentored 
for the day 
by winner of 
the Leeds 
Book Awards 
and Cheshire 
Schools Book 
Awards,  
Bryony Pearce. 

Previously I had read her book 
‘The Weight of Souls’, a book 
about a girl who must avenge 
the death of spirits, which I really 
enjoyed so I was very excited to 
be given the opportunity to meet 
her. Additionally, I am a big fan of 
creative writing and I felt this would 
be a great chance to expand my 
knowledge on the subject and  
learn some new techniques. 

To start off the English workshop, 
we played some simple word 
games such as word association 
and snake, which was good fun, 
before moving on to work on 
character development which  
was going to be the main  
focus in the workshop. 

In the meanwhile, we also 
worked on sensory writing to 
describe lemon sherbet sweets 
and chocolate and some of the 
descriptions, mostly mine, ended  
up being rather comedic. Bryony 
would later judge the descriptions 
and place a top five. 

We were also accompanied by six 
Year 6 students on the day from 
local primary schools and they 
certainly gave us some  
good competition with  
their creative writing.

Bryony began by telling us a bit 
about herself and her books and 
answered any questions we had. 
She went into great detail about her 
books and characters and explained 
the thought processes an author 
goes through in order to decide on 
character names.  She names her 
characters so that their names suit 
their roles. An example of this is 
in one of her books, a character is 
called ‘Kelly’ and this means warrior 
so, if a character is called Kelly, you 
would expect them to be strong.

She then started our character 
development work, telling us that 

An exclusive 
visit by author 
Bryony Pearce
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all characters need a defining 
characteristic, a name and gender, 
an objective and a flaw that makes 
it harder for them to reach their 
objective in order to drive the 
plot. She then asked the class 
to shout out suggestions for the 
characteristics, names, objectives 
and the character’s flaw.

Our character ended up being 
‘Angry Randall’ who wanted to 
become Jesus - a slightly bizarre 
idea which Bryony then helped us 
to shape into a realistic character. 
We spent most of the afternoon 
writing short descriptions and 
pieces of speech in role as our 
character. This was good and 
really interesting as it made you 
think about how you could portray 
different characters and different 
occupations through speech. 

At the end of the day Bryony 
chose two people to win a £20 
Vue Cinemas voucher and a £10 
Amazon voucher (Jude won the 
Vue voucher) and the teachers gave 
prizes to the two students, a boy 
and a girl, who participated the most 
throughout the workshop. As we left 
we were then allowed to buy signed 
books from Bryony at a discounted 
price. I (Jude) purchased ‘The 
Windrunner’s Daughter’ which I am 
currently in the process of reading. 

The Year 6 students really enjoyed 
the day too and this provided an 
excellent opportunity for them to 
experience what high school is 
like before they start in September. 
Martha Rose and Madeline Wrigley, 
both from Christleton Primary said: 
“I thoroughly enjoyed the visit. It 
was fun and interactive, and Bryony 
Pearce was great. I really enjoyed 
working with her because she 
inspired me to think outside of the 
box and write to my full ability.”
Jude Jones & Emilia Gaulton 
Year 10 

Day Two – 
Crime Writing 

On Thursday, 9th June, Year 11 
students were given the opportunity 
to take part in a session led by 
Bryony Pearce based on Crime 

Writing. This was a session where 
students could make links between 
what Bryony was saying and 
what they needed to do for GCSE 
Narrative and Descriptive Writing. 

Again there were prizes up for 
grabs on the day and four Year 11 
boys; Oliver Dandy, Sam Byrne, 
Maciek Cumberford, and Joseph 
Bennett won a prize for ‘Best 
Creative Writing Produced on the 
Day’. An extract from their winning 
piece can be read below: 

“Everything was going so well 
in the beginning. A jovial mood 
hung throughout the halls of 
Green Manor. Chatter and 
laughter were exchanged like 
presents at thanksgiving. A 
positive atmosphere suffused 
the surroundings as joyous faces 
rested upon companions they 
hadn’t seen for years and old 
relationships were rekindled. 

My brother, George, was invested 
in merry conversation with several 
of his friends; Harry, Samuel, 
Sheila and Scarlet. George’s eyes 
met with his lover, Scarlet, over 
the dinner table and the love he 
held for her was clear as they 
exchanged jokes and he boasted 
of the awe many held for his 
family’s mansion. 

Without warning, reasoning or any 
explanation, it happened. Scarlet 
slumped forward in her chair, the 
crash of her head met the dish 
she had been eating from just 
moments ago. The room was eerily 
silent. In the suspense, this silence 
was broken by only one shout. The 
shriek of the word ‘murder.’ ”

Osian Williams, Rob Edge, Ffion 
Williams, Jude Jones, James 
Richards and Keane Harrison were 
also winners from across the two 
days for being the most enthusiastic 
creative writers. 

Well done to all involved and  
keep up the hard work!
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We left Christleton bright and 
early at 6am and set off for 
Dover with our lovely driver 
Steve. We took the ferry over 
to Calais and made our way 
to Ypres. We arrived at our 
hostel to find a tasty meal 
had been prepared by the 
welcoming staff. We then 
took a trip to a small local war 

cemetery just a five minute 
walk from where we were 
staying. Here we were able to 
have a look in the cemetery 
register and learn that it was 
one of many small cemeteries 
located next to WW1 
field hospitals.

The next day we set off 
early to cross the border 
into France. On our way we 
stopped off at a touching 
memorial remembering 
the football game of the 
Christmas Day truce. We 
then made our way over the 
border to the battlefields of 
the Somme. 

Year 9 had spent time in 
class studying this important 
battle and the students really 
appreciated the opportunity to 
see the area and the restored 
trenches for themselves. 
Lucas Duthie explained that 
he, ‘…really enjoyed the trip 
to the Somme teaching us 
about real war as it put the 
whole battle into scale.’ 

We were also able to 
appreciate the different 
countries and cultures 
that fought in the war as 
we explored the Ulster 
Memorial commemorating 
the Irish soldiers from the 31st 
Division. We also took a trip 
to the Newfoundland Park 
Memorial and Vimy Memorial 
Park, remembering both 
Newfoundland and 
Canadian soldiers. 

The next day we made our 
way to the Tyne Cot and 
Langemark cemeteries, 
stopping off on the way to 
view the impressive dragon 
memorial to the Welsh 
soldiers who fought and died 
in WW1. Arriving at Tyne Cot 
the students were struck 
by  the sheer scale of the 
cemetery, which is the resting 
place of 11,954 soldiers of the 
Commonwealth Forces. 

Battlefields Trip
Ypres in Belgium

During Made2Measure Week a group 
of 43 Year 9 students took part in a 
historical trip to Ypres in Belgium. 
Throughout this year, Year 9 have been 
studying the First World War and its 
effects on the people involved. Our trip 
to Ypres and the surrounding areas was 
a perfect opportunity to consolidate our 
learning as we were able to visit the 
battlefields and trenches which we  
had been studying in class. 
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Many students set about 
trying to find the graves of 
relatives who fought in the 
war, some found the grave 
stones whilst others found 
their relations memorialised 
on the huge plaques 
dedicated to soldiers whose 
bodies were never recovered. 
Ben Lyon reflected on the 
experience by explaining 
that, ‘…was really interesting 
and made me reflect and 
appreciate all the soldiers 
who fought in WW1.’ 

We then made our way to 
the German war cemetery 
Langemark. The students 
acknowledged that this 
cemetery had a very different 
atmosphere to those of the 
Commonwealth War Graves 
Commission. Eve Griffiths, 
Beth Hughes and Emma Smith 
described their experience of 
Langemark, ‘The experience 
felt chilling and eerie as you 
were welcomed by silence 
and the hissing of wind. The 
overall look of the graveyard 
was pretty and different. The 

dark, low down graves gave 
a haunting feeling and the 
tall trees created overlooking 
shadows which added to the 
dark mysterious atmosphere.’ 

We then moved on to Talbot 
House in Poperinge, which 
was used in WW1 as a club 
for soldiers to rest up after 
injury and enjoy some of the 
comforts of home. 

We just had enough time to 
then spend an hour in Ypres 
town to do some chocolate 
shopping and to grab a 
delicious ice-cream.

That night, after dinner, 
we returned to Ypres town 
to attend the Last Post 
ceremony at The Menin Gate. 
This impressive landmark 
memorialises those who died 
in the war and its tall walls are 
all covered in the names of 
the soldiers. 

Lucas Duthie reflects on the 
experience explaining that 
he, ‘…saw some awe and 
sadness in the trip when we 
went to Menin Gate as many 
students had a slight tear 
in their eyes when they laid 
their eyes on the thousands 
of names inscribed on the 
walls of the grand gates.’  
Ben Lyon also comments that, 
‘it was interesting to see how 
much respect the people of 
Ypres have for the soldiers 
who fought and died.’

Before we set off back to 
Calais on the final day of our 
trip we stopped off once 
again in Ypres Town to visit 

the Flanders Fields Museum. 
The interesting and interactive 
museum was situated in the 
impressive Cloth Hall, which 
was reconstructed perfectly 
after being destroyed in 
both the First and Second 
World Wars. 

The trip was a great success 
and was really enjoyed by 
both students and staff alike. 
The students gained a lot 
from the trip and many felt a 
deeper understanding and 
connection to those who 
fought and died. 

The historical importance of 
this trip is summed up well by 
Lucas Duthie as he explains, 
‘I believe that this trip was a 
real eye opener for many of 
us and that it is vital that we 
do not forget those who fell 
for us. We must never forget 
the sacrifice they made and 
know that as long as we 
cherish and honour them, 
their sacrifice will not  
have been in Vain.’



Carry On 
Camping!

“We really 

enjoyed spending 

time with friends at 

night, caving in the 

dark without a torch, 

and salsa.”

“We 
enjoyed the 

activities – mostly 
caving – and 
also the Tuck 

Shop!”

“It 
helped us to 

overcome our 
fears and we 

learnt new
skills.”

“You 
weren’t forced to 
do something you 
didn’t want to do 

and the food 
was nice.”

“A week full of excitement and 
challenge. It was so great to 
see so many students stepping 
out of their comfort zones and 
climbing trees, caving, building 
rafts and scaling vertical cliffs. 

I was so proud to see so 
many students working as 
both teams and individuals, 
supporting one another and 
building lifelong friendships. 
It was great to see so many 
students growing and fulfilling 
their potential. 

I’m already looking forward 
to the next camp - even if we 
were woken up at 4.30 am on 
the second morning by 200 
excited Year 7s!”

Mr Ives Head of Year 8
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“I liked all the 

different activities 

because everyone had 

a go at everything.  All 

the staff were 

friendly.”

“The 
activities were 

great and I enjoyed 
sleeping in tents 

with friends.”

“We think 
that the rock 
climbing was 

the best as we 
had to challenge 

ourselves.”

“I liked 
caving because I 

helped other people, 
and I also liked how 

much free time 
we had.”

“We enjoyed 
the activities we did 

during the day but also 
we had enough time to 

ourselves in our 
tent.”

“I liked 
the indoor 
caving and 

the raft 
building.”

“I liked the 
activities, such 

as treetops, high ropes 
and raft building, and 

also enjoyed sleeping in 
a tent with all 
my friends.”
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Students arrived in suitable dress for a 
movie-premiere-themed Spring Concert 
on 31st March this year. It was fancy 
hairdos and snappy suits all the way and 
attendees also had the opportunity to 
get their pictures taken as a souvenir.

A great time was had by all, with a wide 
variety of well-known music including 
James Bond, Schindler’s List and 
Indiana Jones. Trophies for outstanding 
contribution to music were also awarded 
at the end, to students who are leaving 

Christleton High School this summer. 

Simon Phillips, Director of Musical 
Services, commented “This is our 
first year of having a Spring Concert 
instead of a Summer Concert, owing 
to the timing of our summer musical, 
Billy Elliot, and it was a huge success; 
so much so that we intend to continue 
with this pattern next year. It was lovely 
to see our students and audience  
all dressed up for a night of stage  
and screen music.”

Music from Stage and Screen…
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Media 
Studies 
Coursework 

Students in our Media 
Studies Department 
have been creating 
promotional material 
for new music artists for 
their AS coursework. 
Following the exam 
board brief they have 
come up with a number 
of imaginative  
websites, music videos 
and leaflets to promote 
their artist.
Here is a selection 
of their products 
showing their skills 
in photographing 
and editing images 
for a specific target 
audience.

“Doing my coursework 
broadened my 
knowledge about 
filming and editing 
techniques for a new 
TV Programme. I am 
looking forward to 
developing these skills 
next year” Sophie 
Clark – Year 12

“Coursework gave me 
an insight into how 
real media products 
are made” Amber 
Pinkard – Year 12

“Media allows you to develop your editing skills in a fun way” 
Louise Mooney – Year 12

“I like the balance between coursework and exam and I think I have 
learnt a lot this year” Olivia Sullivan  - Year 12
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FOOD AMBASSADORS Years 7 - 13

Do you eat in the canteen? Would you 
like to advise Mellors about the food 
and the service in the canteen?  Are you 
interested in balanced healthy foods?

Mrs Kelly is seeking more FOOD 
AMBASSADORS to have a breakfast 
meeting with Mellors’ (school meal 
providers)  management team from 8.15 
am to 8.45 am once a half term.  You 
will be provided with breakfast.  You will 
also be asked to sample taste future 
products for the canteen and give them 
ideas about how to improve them. You 
will represent all students and have an 
active role in changes ahead.   If you  
are interested please see Mrs Kelly  
in the Food Room.

Our existing Food Ambassadors are 
doing a great job.  Suggestions that 
they have made for pricing, labelling, 
packaging and different foods have 
already been put in place by Mellors.  
Their voices are being heard.

Your Food Ambassadors are:   Ewan 
Bradley (9L1); Madeleine Clerkin 
(10BY1); Tia-Jade Dixon (10BY1); Oliver 
Rawlinson (11K1); Lizzie Roberts (10K2); 
Jenny Wilkinson (11L1); Jac Williams 
(7K2)

Jac Williams (Year 7) explains why he is 
a Food Ambassador and how the role is 
beneficial to the school community  
in general?

Ironically, my interest in food comes 

from my intolerance to some foods.   

In particular, I cannot eat any food  

with lactose (found in milk products) 

and this makes it very difficult for  

me to go out to eat. 

When I was invited to become a 

Food Ambassador I was quite happy 

because it meant that I could raise the 

issues facing people when they have 

intolerances or allergies with food. 

These can include nut allergies and 

gluten intolerance and can  

make people very ill. So, it was  

the perfect job for me, as I  

have always had to be very  

careful of what I eat.

I was pleased to be able to help raise 

awareness as to how difficult it is for 

children to know what they are buying 

from the canteen when food is not 

clearly labelled for us to see, without 

the fuss and embarrassment of asking 

a cook to get the large lever-arch file 

out to try and find out (is there any  

milk in the bread?).

There are other things that I want to 

do as a Food Ambassador and this 

includes clearer pricing of food  

that is sold in the canteen.

I hope that other students can talk to 

me so that they can raise any other 

concerns that they have.  

Ewan Bradley (Year 9) describes  
his experience.

Recently Mrs Kelly asked me along with 

a few other food students to become 

a Food Ambassador. This would mean 

that we would come to school early 

and join meetings with the school 

canteen staff and discuss changes to 

the menus to suit our school better. We 

have already made lots of progress 

and are deciding on even more 

changes which is exciting. I really enjoy 

being a Food Ambassador as it means 

I can make a positive contribution 

towards what we get to eat at break 

and lunch. Finally I would like to thank 

the Mellors’ catering staff and Mrs Kelly 

for making this possible.

The Food Ambassadors will be carrying 
out research across all Year Groups 
in September so that a wider range of 
views can be considered.  Thank you  
to them for their hard work so far.  
 
    
Mrs Kelly

Ewan Bradley

Jac Williams

Jenny Wilkinson

Maddy Clerkin

Tia-Jade Dixon
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Double DT 
Delivery 
The DT department have had a very 
exciting time recently.  Within 24 hours 
two very precious and valuable things 
were delivered to the department. 
 
Firstly, we took possession of a 
LS1290 PRO Laser engraving and 
cutting machine (500kg!) with a HUGE 
1200 x 900 mm working bed. This will 
allow students to make much bigger 
products in a variety of materials and, 
in conjunction with our DT computer 
suite, really expands the provision we 
offer for CAD/CAM work (Computer 
Aided Design / Computer Aided 
Manufacture).  

Our original laser cutter still works well 
but more students from Years 7 to 13 
will now be able to access this 

advanced and very desirable 
equipment.  

We are incredibly lucky and grateful 
to be well supported in school 
with two 3D printers and two laser 
cutters as well as smaller CADCAM 
equipment such as Craft ROBO, 
computerised embroidery 
machines and dye sublimation 
equipment. Exciting times 
ahead within DT.

Secondly and EVEN MORE 
exciting…the following morning 
Team DT welcomed their 
newest ‘member’ with the safe 
arrival of Isaac Prouse, 7.5lbs. 
Congratulations and every good wish 
to Mummy and Daddy Prouse xx

All it takes is one email to change the lives of hundreds 
of people.

Herbert Chitepo School in Zimbabwe educate children 
up to the age of seventeen, with the minimum number 
of resources. 

For several years Ewloe Green Primary School, in 
Flintshire, has been partnered with Herbert Chitepo 
School. Teachers have visited each other’s schools and 
a lot of work has been done to raise money to help 
improve the basic school facilities. In May, Ms Pitchford 
received an email about a container which would 
be shipped over full of furniture, education supplies, 
clothing, shoes – anything that could help  
the community in Zimbabwe. That is how  
Christleton High School got involved.

Mr Stenhouse and Ms Saxon gave permission for 
Ms Pitchford to hold a textbook donation drive at 
Christleton. There are so many curriculum changes 
going on that many textbooks are no longer of use. 
Rather than get dusty in a cupboard or end up in a  
skip, Departments were encouraged to have a bit  
of a spring clean and sort out their unused books. 

Nobody could have anticipated the generosity of 
the teachers at Christleton High School. So many 
Departments donated so many books. 

The original plan was to load up a car or two and take 
the books to Ewloe Green School. It quickly became 
clear that something bigger was needed!

On 25th May 2016, Ms Pitchford and Mrs Davies drove 
a van to Ewloe Green School. Inside were 6 boxes and 
over 250 bags of books. With every bag containing at 
least eight books, depending on their size, that means 
there were over 2000 books. Needless to say that  
Mrs Dyas (Headteacher) and Mr Griffiths (Zimbabwe 
Co-ordinator) were thrilled by the donation. 

The books will be put into the shipping container first, 
behind the furniture, so that they are the last thing to 
be unpacked in Zimbabwe. The Ewloe teachers  
cannot wait to see the reaction of the Zimbabwean 
teachers when they see the books.

From Christleton to Zimbabwe via North Wales



In a Galaxy 
Far, Far Away

Art’s activity in M2MW was an alien 
experience involving make-up, 
costume and photography. In the first 
session the groups explored images 
that exemplified a galaxy far, far away. 
These images included unique alien 
make-up, galaxy settings and also 
vibrant colours to intensify the view 
of the galaxy. We found images on 
websites such as Pinterest and  
also on google images.

Here’s what some students liked  
about the theme:
“Unusual.” Samantha Stevens
“A broad theme that allows you to be 
creative.” Elle Moulson
“A very dramatic theme.” Carly Herbert
“A theme that makes sure that everyone 
can express their originality.” 
Zuzu Walker

In the next session the groups started 
to experiment with various themes 
related to their galaxy, the idea of  
outer space and what mysteries it  
might hold. The groups then  
developed their ideas by using  
a variety of materials to exaggerate  
the effect of an alien appearance.

After this the groups were taken to  
the photography studio to perfect 
their models, this allowed the groups to 
show every thought and angle behind 
their model and how it gave  
the impression of a galaxy far,  
far away. Here are some more 
reflections of the day:

“I found art a really fun subject because 
it allowed us all to interact with each 
other, and the activity was extremely 
useful if you wanted to pursue a career 
in make-up.” Alex Roberts
“I liked this activity because you could 
be as creative as you wanted to be.” 
Louise Rossiter
“It gave us an experience which we 
couldn’t have got from the classroom” 
Jess Jones
“It was interesting to see art in a 
different light” Zuzu Walker
“I’m not made for modelling!” 
Cara Jones

James Day Year 11
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On the 5th April, during 
the Easter holidays, 
members of our RAF 
CCF section, joined 
100 other Cadets from 
different locations 
around the UK on a 10 
day Annual RAF Easter 
Camp at RAF Akrotiri in 
Cyprus.  Cyprus is one 
of two destinations for 
overseas camps open 
to RAF CCF Cadets; the 
other being Gibraltar.
 

“Arriving at Heathrow Terminal 5 
on time meant an early morning 
for me to arrive at 09:00 where all 
100 ATC (Air Training Cadets), CCF 
RAF Section Cadets and staff would 
depart for the start of the 10-day  
trip to come.

After 4 hours of flying, sitting next to 
people we had never met before, 
we were able to have a quick look 
around Troodos RAF where we 
were staying. We were then spilt up 
into our flights (groups of 20) with 
2 members of staff leading and a 
CWO in charge of our flights, with  
a mixture of both ATC Cadets  
and CCF RAF Cadets. 

We then went for a whole camp 
photograph and following this 
we had icebreakers and a more 
thorough visit around the Troodos 
area. This involved a quiz on certain 
facts about Cyprus, including what 
colour post-boxes are in Cyprus, 
which we later found out to be 
yellow.  There were icebreakers 
where we had to learn everyone  
in our flights name through  
memory testing type games.

The next day, after getting to know 
most of our flight and roommates, 
we visited the UN Buffer Zone.  This 
is a demilitarized zone, patrolled by 
the United Nations in Nicosia where 
the Airport, which was finished in 
1968, (and the most modern airport 
in Europe for its time after the 
Turkish Invasion in 1974) was left 
derelict and is still currently since it 
remained stuck in 1974.  It was an 
amazing chance to learn something 
about another nation’s history and 
really taught me how lucky I am to 
grow up in a peaceful country  
such as the UK. During this day  
we also got to visit laser tag  
having a small battle against  
people in our own flight.

On the Wednesday, we had 
leadership development in Akrotiri, 
a crucial part of Cadet training and 
through SMEAC we completed 
leadership tasks.  These included 
moving a car into parking spaces 
while the driver was blind, the 
engine was not working and 
crossing a mine field with certain 
equipment. In the afternoon, we 
completed our swim test and  
had some free swim time. After  
this we had our first Cypriot  
meal, which was delicious.

On the Thursday, we had a full day 
at Waterworld, which was a fun-filled 

relaxed day, and allowed us to learn 
all about where everyone was from 
on the camp and swim in the lovely 
weather.  We had people from 
Aberdeen, Cornwall, Birmingham 
and London and it was nice to make 
friends from all over the UK.

The next day we went to Happy 
Valley to visit the beach and go 
swimming, sea kayaking, play 
Volleyball and access some 
much need Wi-Fi to be able to 
communicate back home. In the 
afternoon, we went dragon boating. 
This tested our ability to work as a 
team as it was very hard.  We  
then visited the Mall for some 
souvenir shopping.

After the last 2 days of relaxing, we 
had a day of section visits allowing 
us to visit operational aircrafts such 
as Chinooks, Hercules, American 
Sea Kings, Sentinel, Century, which 
were being used while we were at 
Akrotiri. We were also able to visit 
the Dog Section unit and watch a 
Guard dog train. We visited Bomb 
disposal, air traffic control and the 
Fire department; these were all  
very interesting and gave us a 
bigger insight into what the  
RAF is actually about.

The next day we went clay pigeon 
shooting, and climbing in the 
afternoon.  After this day we went 
DCCT shooting on a range to 
practice our Marksmanship and in 
the afternoon we went Go Karting.
On the last day of activities, we 
visited Paphos where we had a 
full day on a large boat called The 
Wavedancer. We were allowed to 
dance, sun bathe and have fun on 
the boat with all the amazing people 
we had got to know throughout the 
camp. When we anchored we  
were allowed to jump off the  
back of the boat into the sea  
and swim in the Mediterranean. 

After the amazing boat trip and 
a lovely BBQ, we had a final visit 
around Paphos and went to a 
restaurant where we had our final 
meal and awards were given out. 
With the tradition of paper plates, 
these awards were for best flight 

   RAF CCF Easter   
   Camp Cyprus 2016
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couples and other random funny 
awards. Then more serious awards 
such as best Cadet on camp and 
most improved were given out. 
After this we were given our flags of 
Cyprus, which we could get all our 
flights to sign and our camp polo 
shirt. The night ended with a  
Disco and we did not return  
to Troodos until 01:30.

Finally on the last day we had to 
clean all our rooms, assemble  
and then leave for the UK back  
to our normal lives. 

Overall this camp has improved my 
confidence massively and I believe 
the 10 days I spent in Cyprus were 
the best 10 days of my life so far. 
Everyone was so warmly welcoming 
and kind including staff, everyone 
put in their best effort to make the 
camp as amazing as it was. Meeting 
new people, and visiting new 
places made me realize how much 
more opportunity is available to you 
through Cadets and how important 
it is to me. I would recommend the 
camp to any Cadet whose part of 
the CCF or ATC.”
LCpl Gregory Adderley

“The Cyprus trip was an entirely 
new experience for all of us. It 
wasn’t just the activities like clay 
pigeon shooting and day out at the 
waterpark (which we pretty much 
got to ourselves), it was the people 
we met in our down time and on the 
hour long karaoke sessions in the 
minivans going from Troodos  
to activities all over the island. 

We all met some really nice 
people, some of whom we still 
keep in contact with. It’s nice to 
meet people who share the same 
interests as you, but it’s even nicer 
to meet those who have  
had different experiences  
and view of the world.

The early starts and greasy 
breakfast novelty soon wore off 
and yet, even though we were 
tired and sick of the food, we put 
our all in and that is what made the 
trip a huge success and forever 
memorable.”     
Cpl Kira Hope Baines



M2MW Bakery 
Technical 

Challenge

The Swan - The Magazine from Christleton High School6 2



For World Book Day 2016 on Thursday 
3rd March, iResearch was turned into a 
Wonderful World of Wizardry, as English 
and Library staff dressed as favourite 
Harry Potter characters to promote 
this annual celebration of reading for 
pleasure. 

Amongst the costumed staff we 
had Mrs Bradshaw as Professor 
McGonagall, Miss Bowker as Moaning 
Myrtle, Miss Cowley as Draco Malfoy, 

and Miss Jenkins as Professor 
Trelawney. 

The main event of the day consisted 
of a fantasy book quiz that took place 
in the iResearch Centre during the 
lunch period, and was contested by ten 
student teams and two staff teams. 

Christleton staff and pupils battled 
through this third Wizarding World War 
of fantasy fiction trivia, and although 

not nearly as frightening or dangerous 
as the Voldemort vs Hogwarts battle, 
it was still pretty challenging! The quiz 
included a range of easy to difficult 
questions that separated out the 
muggles from the magical pure bloods. 

Two teams emerged victorious – the 
highest scorers from KS3 and KS4.  
Both teams took home a fine selection 
of treats straight from the Weasley 
Wizard Wheezes shop - a specialist 
hamper that included edible Golden 
Snitches, Chocolate Frogs, and Bertie 
Botts Every Flavour Beans, an elf 
freeing sock and a bar of Dementors 
Revenge and Relief. 

The students even beat the English 
staff team, who finished in fourth place 
– slightly more respectable than last 
year’s ‘Where’s Wally’ themed quiz 
where the English staff team achieved 
fifth place.

Outside of iResearch, teachers all 
around the school finished the last five 
minutes of their lessons by reading 
parts of their favourite books to their 
classes.

World Book Day 2016 was Magic!

The 
Great Year 13 
Balloon Prank 

The graduating class of 
2016 were determined 
to leave a very colourful 
memorable mark on 
Christleton High School 
with a prank that many staff 
(including Mr Lamberton) 
have called the best prank 
in a long history of leavers’ 
day pranks - filling the 
iResearch centre with 
2000 balloons! 

Leaver Greg James described how 
they made it happen: “It started 
the night before when 25 Upper 
Sixth students planned to hijack the 
iResearch centre. Some girls had 
already blown up 300 balloons that 
were later popped by an anonymous 
saboteur on the teaching staff. Despite 
this, we lingered around school till into 
the evening when Mr Stenhouse finally 
let us know that the school would 
be opening up at 6.30 am the next 
morning. 

At this point, we drove out to the 
Christleton pond to hatch a new plan. 
We all went home and blew up 100 
balloons each and then 20 students 
arrived first thing the next morning 
to continue work until we had 2000 
balloons filling the space. 

“It took a lot of work but it was 
definitely worth it to see the staff and 
students reactions.”   Greg James
The Balloon Prank is documented 
in a youtube video called ‘Balloons 
CHS 2016’ =https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=sQgvv6G8PWA
&feature=youtu.be

Summer Term 2016 6 3



Sylvia Wood

Careers Advisor…
I have been a careers adviser for 
32 years. The skills and personal 
qualities needed for this career 
are: 

• Good communication and   
 interpersonal skills.
• To listen carefully, and ask  
 the right questions.
• The ability to show  
 genuine interest in 
 the needs of your clients.
• IT literate.
• Flexible and adaptable.
• Able to work well in a team.
• Well organised and self-  
 motivated, with good    
 problem-solving skills.
• Able to help people towards   
 making important decisions,   
 without imposing solutions.
• Non-judgemental and objective,  
 especially when dealing   
 with sensitive issues.

However for me the most 
important are:

• Good communication skills.
• To listen carefully to what   
 your clients are telling you. 
• To research, and teach your   
 client to research as you   
 cannot make an informed   
 decision without information.

Interesting careers cases  
in the past have included:

• A young man who wanted to   
 become a professional footballer  
 and play for Manchester United...  
 there was a problem... he didn’t  
 play football for the county, nor  
 the school, nor for a local club!   
 In the Spring term he started to  
 play football with his friends...  
 and decided he did not want to  
 be a professional footballer.
• A young man who wanted to   
 become a sports man (again,   
 did not play out of school hours 

  or study GCSE PE in school.)    
 After a while and some research  
 this changed into Motor Sports  
 Racer.  This changed when   
 he realised that he would need  
 sponsoring.  He then opted to 
 return to school and join the   
 Sixth Form.  He was not happy  
 when he saw his Mock GCSE   
 exams would not get him on   
 an A level course.  Fortunately  
 he has now applied to do a  
 full time college course. 
• Two young ladies showed talent  
 in their GCSE Art work and were  
 predicted with A/B grades.  They  
 wanted to do an Art course, but  
 their parents wanted them to go 
 into Accountancy.  They were  
 not aware that to do the full time  
 Level 2 Accountancy course   
 they would have to travel to 
 Liverpool City College daily.    
 They could study for a part 
 time Level 2 Accountancy   
 course locally but they would 
 have to pay £900 as full time   
 courses are free until you are 19 
 years of age, but part time are  
 not.  Finally they have settled   
 that the best option is to do the  
 full time Art and Design course  

 for at least one year. 

These cases show how unrealistic 
our career aims can be without 
researching them fully.  Gather 
as much information as possible 
about the job:

• hours of work
• salary
• qualifications 
• skills and personal qualities
• training
• routes into it
• health requirements
• if possible work experience, part  
 time job or voluntary work.

Websites which are a good 
starting place:
careerswales.com
nationalcareerservice.direct.gov.uk
allaboutschoolleavers.co.uk
Please see the school website  
for a wider range of websites. 

Sylvia Wood  
Pathway Careers Advisor
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Advance Notice: Careers Information Evening: 
Wednesday, 16th November 2016

  • Following on from really successful events over the last four years, we are now    
   planning our fifth annual Careers Information Evening with the aim of making    
   this event even bigger and better.

 • In addition to having representatives from a wide range of different occupations    
  on hand to give individual advice and an insight into what their job involves, we    
  also hope to make a selection of workshops available for the benefit of our students

 • The evening will be a great opportunity for students from Years 9, 10, 11, and both    
  lower and upper Sixth Formers, together with interested parents, to find out more    
  about the future world of work. 

 • The event is a part of our on-going commitment to raising students’ aspirations and   
  encouraging them to think about future pathways; the evening aims to inspire    
  students to find out more about the career paths available and to meet people    
  from a variety of different occupations.  

 • Previous years’ events have featured dozens of different representatives, including   
  organisations such as Airbus, Energy Innovation Centre, Essar Oil, and Vauxhall    
  Motors. We are always looking to expand the range of organisations involved, and   
  would welcome approaches from any companies wishing to take part this year.

 • Please make a note of the date in your diaries. If you are able to come along as a    
  representative for a particular business, company or occupation, please contact    
  Karen Varley by email: varleyk@christletonhigh.co.uk 

“Can You Tell Me More About What You Do……?”
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Year 10 Made2Measure 

Week University Visit

Region: West Yorkshire

What is it? According to their 

website, Leeds University is “One 

of the largest higher education 

institutions in the UK. We are a 

world top 100 university and are 

renowned globally for the quality  

of our teaching research” 

A rather impressive assertion. 

Indeed. It is also in the top 

ten student unions for student 

satisfaction on the Daily  

Telegraph website.

Sounds like a university any high 

school student would dream of 

going to. Funny you should say that, 

because on June 10th a group of 

CHS students visited as part  

of Made2Measure Week.

I see. What did they get up to? A 

number of student hosts gave  

tours showing the visitors  

round the campus.

I am not familiar with the buildings 

and facilities at Leeds University - 

what was there? We saw a library, 

a theatre, student accommodation 

and a gym amongst other things.

Anything particularly interesting 

on the campus? It is home to 

Europe’s second largest corridor 

built as part of concrete buildings of 

the brutalist movement in the ‘60s.

Well I never. Not only that, after 

meeting up again, we were given a 

talk on learning styles and revision 

techniques. So altogether, we  

had a very informative day.

Do say: “Where do I sign up?”

Don’t say: “Corridor race, anyone?”

Osian Williams Year 10

  Which 

 Yorkshire University    

 LEEDS the Way…?
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  Which 

 Yorkshire University    

 LEEDS the Way…?

Year 12 Students find out about Career 
Opportunities in the Hotel Industry

Sixth Form Travel & Tourism Students at Your Service!

Sixth Form 
Travel & Tourism 
Students step 
up to experience 
the hospitality 
of Carden Park

Earlier this year Travel and Tourism 
students were able to find out how a 
large organisation meets the needs 
of internal and external customers, 
assesses the effectiveness of the 
customer service it provides, and 
the measures it takes to make 
improvements by visiting Carden 
Park Hotel, near Chester. Students 
also made their own evaluation of 
the customer service delivery and 
the service provided.

Here’s what Sixth Form student Eleanor 
Talbot has to say about the visit: -
“The Year 12 Travel and Tourism class 
enjoyed a day trip to Carden Park 
Hotel as part of their customer service 
coursework. We were greeted by the 

People & Development Officer, Debbie 
Corbett and provided with a guided 
tour of the hotel and informed about 
the different areas in which the 
delivery of customer service was 
important to the business. 

We were shown the business facilities 
they provide, including new and 
improved bedrooms for guests and 
conference rooms.  All had modern 
features to be able to provide the 
customers with a high standard of 
customer service, and which we 
greatly  enjoyed seeing! 

We were also provided with information 
packs that had been put together for 
us to use, which included how the 

hotel dealt with positive and negative 
customer service feedback. This proved 
highly beneficial to us as we had 
experienced what the hotel was like first 
hand, and provided us with accurate 
and relevant information to write from, 
which we then used to produce our 
customer service coursework. 
Thanks to Mr Francis and Miss 
John for accompanying us on a 
really useful visit.”

We are very grateful to Debbie Corbett, 
People & Development Officer at 
Carden Park, for hosting such an 
excellent visit and providing plenty 
of ideas for students to develop 
further in their coursework.
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Here’s what our students  
thought of the experience:-

I really enjoyed the afternoon at 
Bank of America Merrill Lynch. We 
had the opportunity of speaking to 
many employees in a career speed 
networking system. We were able 
to speak to employees working 
at the bank for ten minutes at a 
time and ask them any questions 
from GCSE options to the world of 
banking and employment. I really 
enjoyed finding out about the 
different types of jobs at the Bank 
of America including designing 
new rooms, to hacking and making 
sure the Bank is secure and free 
from hackers. It was interesting 
to hear that there were many 
opportunities to work abroad  

and that everyday gives you a 
variety of work. The employees 
gave us lots of advice about 
working at something you 
are passionate about. 
Charlotte Glading 9KE2. 

I really enjoyed going on the trip to 
the Bank of America Merrill Lynch. 
It gave me lots of opportunities 
to ask questions and understand 
jobs that can be accessed 
through one company. I learnt 
that it is important to have lots of 
experience, especially based on 
the things that you enjoy or are 
good at. One piece of advice that 
I thought was really inspiring was 
to stick at things, even if they are 
hard, because once the challenge 
is over, a new range of things that 
you enjoy will open up in front of 
you and less work will have to be 
done by you as an individual to 
reach a goal. I hope that this event 

Twenty of our Year 9 students had the 
opportunity to find out about the wide range 
of careers available in a global banking 
company during a recent event hosted by 
Bank of America Merrill Lynch 
& Inspiring the Future.

Year 9 Careers Speed Networking Event
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will continue as an opportunity for 
people in the future so that more 
people are helped to understand 
what good employer qualities are.
Eliza Rose 9Ba1

I thought the event was a really 
good opportunity to talk to real 
employees from all the different 
departments. They were all very 
helpful in telling our group what 
their role is, why it’s important and 
what the advantages of that job is. 
I like the fact that employees from 
The Bank of America are able to 
travel to different countries and 
experience new languages and 
cultures as it is an international 
company. After today’s talk I 
would consider a career in 
banking in the future.
Dominic Wright 9ba2

I really enjoyed the experience of 
going to Bank of America Merrill 
Lynch. It was very inspirational 
as you learnt about the different 
positions in the bank and what 
the employee’s think of what they 
do. At the bank we did an activity 
called Speed Career Networking. 
We had 10 minutes to interview 
two people and all together we 
got through 6 interviews. It was 
very interesting to hear about the 
different opportunities and how 
different people got into their 

jobs. We met people from a wide 
range of different roles; hackers, 
advertisers, law, international 
security and human resources. 
Many of them had jobs previous 
to this like police force, smaller 
agencies. We were advised 
that having a language is very 
important, don’t always pick your 
first option and just because 
something is challenging doesn’t 
mean it won’t take you further in 
life. The biggest surprise to me 
was the fact that the majority of 
people we met didn’t plan to go 

into banking. This event was really 
useful as I found that it isn’t just 
about money, there are a wide 
range of jobs available. 
Ella Wood 9La2

I really enjoyed learning about all 
the different career opportunities 
within a large business such as the 
Bank of America. Especially so the 
computing security department 
which I thought sounded really 
interesting and fun. I also found it 
eye opening to discover that in a 

large company grades are not all 
important, it is more about your 
skills, such as communication, 
teamwork and listening. All of the 
information I learnt during the 
event really helped me think about 
my future career and made me 
looks at careers I may not  
have looked at before.
Ewan Bradley 9La1

From our trip I learned about the 
importance of each separate 
section of the international 
company such as security, IT, 
human resources, legal, marketing 
and also general banking. I have 
learned not to be afraid to change 
your career if you are not entirely 
satisfied and follow what you love. 
The American bank however, 

makes this much easier as it 
already has everything included 
so you can experiment with what 
you desire to be. Finally, some of 
the employees told us some vital 
techniques, which could help us 
to get jobs in the future. These 
included studying what you enjoy, 
be passionate, build up your 
CV, speak for yourself, have a 
motivation, live as you please and 
take opportunities as they come, 
build your skills in communication, 
presentation and teamwork as  
well as always aspiring to be  
the best that you can be.
Gemma Hemens 9LA1

I found out lots about how to 
get into the industry, the range 
of opportunities there and how 
qualifications can help you. We 
were given an introduction then 
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went on to do an activity called 
Career Speed Networking. This 
is when employees come and 
give up their time to answer your 
questions and give you advice. 
We met a wide range of people 
including the manager of Chester’s 
site and an employee who tries 
to hack the system and check 
how secure it is so that other 
hackers can’t get in. We prepared 
questions beforehand and met 
12 different people. 3 to 4 people 
sat on each table and you chatted 
with them for 10 minutes each. I 
found that their advice was mainly 
along the lines that you should take 
the subjects you enjoy for GCSEs. 
The event was really interesting 
because there was something for 
everyone and although before the 
day I didn’t really want to work in 
banking, now I would definitely 
consider it. 
Meg Connor-Scahill 9LA1

The trip was very interesting. 
Personally, I expected it to drag 
on, however the speed interviews 
made time fly by, whilst talking to 
people within the same company 
yet doing very different jobs. Most 
employees had not expected to 
end up in the job they have, but 
most would not change a thing. 
It was a fantastic experience as 
my new knowledge of the work at 
the bank let me know that there 
were so many more jobs and that 
banking itself was only a small 
aspect of the company. Other  
jobs included:

• HR 
• Marketing 
• Legal
• IT
• Telephones
• Accounting
• Security 
• Technical

And more…!

The employees also gave us 
very useful advice for interviews 
and the future, they said to have 
different experiences; have a mix 
of education; present yourself well; 
have good social and delivery 
skills; to be balanced; to have a 
solid CV; to be different so you 

can be separated from other 
candidates; to always study your 
interests; to have a good match 
with your interviewer; always 
prove you can do your best; have 
confidence; to be a team player; 
and to focus on other skill  
sets as well as studies.
Nyoosha Rahmani 9BA1

Many thanks to our Year 9 
students for participating with 
such interest and enthusiasm,  
all the staff at Bank of America  
Merrill Lynch and Inspiring the 
Future, and to Mr Francis  
and Mr Ives for helping  
everything to happen.
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Calling all Year 11 Students...

Work Experience week is less 
than three months away!

          Work Experience: Monday, 24th to Friday, 28th October 2016

“Our aim is to ensure that all students are given the best start for a 
rewarding future career during their time at Christleton so they can move on 

to a secure working future, whether it be at age 16, 18, 21 and beyond.”

Reminder: the week before 
October half term is Work 
Experience week; this means 
that Year 11 students will be 
off-timetable for the week 
to get valuable experience 
of the world of work and a 
possible future career.

Research continues to 
show that in a highly 
competitive jobs market 
relevant work experience 
can make a huge difference 
to students’ employability. 
Work Experience also helps 
with future decision making 
about careers; students can 
understand work likes and 
dislikes better, learn about 
an occupation and decide 
whether it is for them. 

So that students are able 
to gain a placement that 
best matches their interests 
and possible future career 
pathway it is usually best if 
students are able to arrange 
their own placements, with 
the help of parents and any 
contacts through friends or 
family that may exist. 

A list of some possible 
placement options is 
available on the PATHWAY 
section of our school 
website; this shows over  
120 different employers  
who have been happy to 
host placements in  
previous years. 

The most useful placements 
are those that have some 
relevance to a possible 
future career, so it is worth 
considering carefully what 
is most appropriate. Any 
students who may find 
difficulty finding something 
appropriate should contact 
Mrs Karen Varley, our work 
experience coordinator in 
the school office as she 
should be able to help  
with making some  
suitable contacts.

At the time of writing we 
have received confirmation 
of a huge variety of 
placements. Thank you to all 
of the organisations who are 
assisting, and good luck to 
all our Year 11 students!
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Teacher’s 
Pet

Ms Saxon is the very lucky 
owner of Daisy, a Norfolk 
terrier.  

Norfolk terriers are incredibly 
cute, with a scruffy coat, 
and their eyes sparkle with 
mischief.  They make lively 
companions, fearless, yet 
affectionate, with a perky, 
outgoing personality, and 
tireless constitution.  All 
terrier – they are tenacious, 
independent, hard-working, 
very charming, never boring, 
and certainly no couch 
potato.  

Sound familiar Ms Saxon?!

Cavaliers or 
Roundheads? 

I, and some other Year 8 and 9 
students embarked on the local  
history Civil War trip.

Guided by local tour guide Ed, we 
were shown and told about the role 
that Chester played in the Civil War. 
We were shown the bastille and 
grid structure of the city and learnt 
that Chester was once bigger than 
Liverpool, as it was a major trading 
port. We also learned that Chester 
was firmly on the King’s side during 
the Civil War and that King Charles I 
even visited the city.

I enjoyed the experience of learning 
and knowing more about Chester’s history because I think that it’s really 
important to know about the place you live and walk around all the time. 

After the tour in the city ended, we travelled to 
Rowton in Old Waverton to discuss the Battle of 
Rowton Moor, which was an important battle in the 
Civil War. While we were here, we learnt about army 
formations and weapons of the Civil War. It was great 
to see where musket balls had once dented the 
Church walls, as they are visible today. We then  
went to the field where the battle took place, 
 and had to act out some of the fighting. This  
was one of my favourite parts. 

        Patrick Gorry 9L2

...Out in the fields, 
harvest moon shining,

The long grass still whispers, 
of days that have gone.
Memories of muskets 

that rust in the hedgerow,
The battle they fought, 
on old Rowton Moor...
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The Skiing Trip to Passo Tonale in April was brilliant, I thoroughly enjoyed 
it.  The resort where we stayed was fantastic, food was great too!  My 
instructor, Carlo, was really fun.  He challenged us every single day  
when we went skiing on the slopes.  He was always very patient  
with all of us, especially me!  I learnt loads.  

All white in Passo Tonale!All white in Passo Tonale!

Sports 
Section
Sports 

Section
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On the first day we were 
taken up to the blue 
slopes which looked 
really steep and scary 
but we all took a few 
deep breaths and went 
for it!  Night skiing was 
a challenge; not for the 
faint hearted!  I would 
definitely recommend this 
trip for future years, for both 
beginners and experienced 
skiers and hope I get another 
opportunity to go on it again.

Dominc Wright 9Ba2

...continued...continued
All white in Passo Tonale!All white in Passo Tonale!

The Christleton Fencing team have 
recently come third in the Chester 
School’s fencing competition.  They 
were competing against Tarporley 
High School and The Bishop’s Blue 
Coat in the final, both teams having 
experienced and formidable fencers.  

Despite this, James, Isaac, Sahil and 
John put up a strong fight, only losing 
by a matter of a few points in both 
matches, and almost beating some 
of the top fencers in the country for 
our age group.  John was particularly 
successful, calmly winning as many 
points as possible, and almost 
bringing us into second place.

The B team also fenced admirably, 
especially considering our lack of 
team members.  Dan and Will fenced 
tirelessly and enthusiastically all 
morning against larger teams, also 
coming third in the lower final for less 
experienced competitors.

It was unfortunate that some of our 
experienced teammates couldn’t 
make the competition due to exams 
and other commitments, however 
Ollie and Sam helped secure our 
place in the final, and Graham, 
Cameron and Lucas were a great 
support in the earlier stages of
the competition.  

The Christleton team have 
consistently achieved third or 
second for the last 4 years.  The 
Fencing Club is looking forward to 
welcoming new members to this 
exciting and skilful sport. 

Well fenced!Well fenced!

Congratulations to CSFA U15 
squad, in particular Ben Clark, 
Tom Roebuck, Ben Gale and Phil 
Hopkins, on winning the Senior 
Trophy, Cheshire Inter Association 
Cup, on 18 May 2016.

At a very wet Middlewich Town FC, 
they defeated Knowsley Schools by 

two goals to one.

Chester led 1-0 for most of the 
game, with a headed goal from Man 
of the Match, Tom Roebuck.

Knowsley deservedly equalised 
close to full time to take the game 
into 20 minutes of extra time.
With a penalty shoot-out just a 
minute and a half away, the Chester 
team finally put together a slick 
inter passing move. The ball was 
moved the whole length of the 
pitch, then crossed for Phil Hopkins 
to blast the ball into the
Knowsley goal.

Football - Cheshire Inter Association CupFootball - Cheshire Inter Association Cup
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Our CCF Cadets went climbing in the Boardroom Climbing Centre, which is in Queensferry.

When we got to the climbing centre we warmed up on the traverse wall and then we went straight into 
climbing; it was a great experience, we were climbing for about two hours. Everyone was exhausted 
when we had finished. 

When we were doing the climbing there were 
different levels, some were harder and some 
were easy but they were all challenging. 
After we had finished climbing, everyone 
bought food and drink and then we 
drove home. Climbing was a very fun 
experience and I would definitely 
recommend it, it’s a great thing to do.

Zac Kennedy Year 9

The event was a test of our 
orienteering skills and physical 
fitness and we were really excited 
to be chosen to represent the 
school. We didn’t have the best of 
starts as we got lost trying to find 
the venue. Once we had 
found the organisers, we 
were amazed to find we 
were the first arrivals – 
apparently all the other 
schools got lost too! 

Our first challenge, 
organised by Cheshire 
Orienteering, was a task where 
we had to use some electronic 
punchers and a small map. We were 
instructed to go around a 3 by 3 grid 
finding each point in order. This was 
fun and helped prepare us for the 
main event.

After all the other schools had 
arrived, we planned our route and 
took our place on the start line. We 
had 45 minutes to go and collect 
the points so we had to use our 
time wisely. When the whistle blew 

we set off and found our first 
point very quickly. Looking 

for our second point was 
a little trickier, with a few 
team huddles we set off 
down a track which went 

through a farm. 

We had to navigate past a pretty 
ferocious dog and then we realised 
that perhaps we were not going the 
right way! So, we had to get past 
the dog again and re-route (in our 
defence it wasn’t marked on 
the map).

We timed the run perfectly and got 
back to the end point just in time. It 
was clear that we weren’t the only 
team who got lost as most teams 
were telling us their tales of where 
they went. Handing in our sheet we 
were quite pleased with ourselves 
until the organiser checked one of 
our answers which read “bug” and 
should have read “dragonfly”. 

We are not naming any names, but 
that could have been the difference 
between finishing first and second 
- we came second. Overall it was 
a great success and we all really 
enjoyed ourselves. 

Thank you to Mr Horrocks for 
taking us. 

Harry Proctor 8By2

On the 12th May 2016, four Year 8 students attended the Delamere Forest 
Run Challenge organised by the Forestry Commission and Active Cheshire. 

CCF go climbing in the BoardroomCCF go climbing in the Boardroom

Delamere Forest 
Run Challenge 
Delamere Forest 
Run Challenge 
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New Kit for 
Sports Teams

Nowhere was this more 
evident as when we were 
named the Number 1 (non-
selective) Sports School in 
England in 2015. This is a 
huge achievement and I know 
that students, staff, governors, 
parents and many other 
people associated with the 
school are immensely proud 
of this accolade. 

However, it was also clear 
that our kit wasn’t the best 
and I was determined to 
change this. With a lot of help 
from Mr Stenhouse and Mr 
Follos, I was able to negotiate 
a fantastic kit deal with an 
excellent kit provider. This 
now means that every sports 
team has a kit. Not only this, 
each team looks the same as 
each kit is bespoke to us. 

We have enough kits to field 4 
football teams, 4 rugby teams, 
5 netball teams, 3 basketball 
teams and a very large 
athletics team on one night. 
Having been lucky enough 
to travel around the world 
with my job, I can honestly 
say that we have the fullest 
compliment and best looking 
kit I have seen at school level. 
Since obtaining the kit, every 
school we have come across 
has been mightily impressed 
(and very jealous!) with the kit. 

The kits are available for 
anyone to buy online and you 
can even get your name on 
it. To do this, you need to visit 
www.oneills.com and then 
open the education tab at the 
top of the webpage (then go 
to schools and you will  
see the Christleton  
High School logo). 

You can also buy a range 
of other sports kit and 
equipment including track 
suits, hoodies, bags and base 
layers. I must stress that to 
play for a team we have the kit 
for you, but I know many of 
you would like your own kit 
which you can personalise.

In the PE Team we have 
witnessed a buzz around the 
sports teams with the arrival 
of the new kit and an increase 
in energy and pride from all 
of our teams in our games 
and competitions. This was 
exactly the intention and 
we look forward to seeing 
our teams competing at the 
highest possible level in the 
best kit possible. I would like 
to thank Mr Stenhouse and Mr 
Follos for being so helpful and 
making this happen.

Mr Horrocks
Director of Sport

          I love the new kit, 
the colours are really good. 

It makes the teams 
stand-out, so all the other 

schools know who we 
are. The kit is really 
comfortable and great 
for playing in.

Ewan Bradley
Year 10, Athletics and Basketball

Lucy Peterson
Year 10, Netball, Badminton, 

Basketball, Handball and Rounders

         The new netball 
dresses are great. 
Most schools have 
mismatching skirts and 
shirts and we are very 
lucky to have such 
good kit. Game days 
are now just that 
extra bit special!

           I am happy we have 
the new kits, because now 

we look as good as we play! 
We now feel that we have 
an identity and it is great 

to see when I am playing 
football or rugby that 

another sport such as 
basketball looks 
the same as us.

Year 11, Rugby, Football, Athlectics
Tom Roebuck

Upon arriving in the school in January 
2015, it was immediately apparent to 
me that Christleton High School is an 
extremely talented sports school. 

Year 10, Basketball, Football, 
Netball, Rounders, Athletics, 

Badminton, Handball.

            I like the new kit as it 
makes us look smart and the 

kits all match now. It definitely 
gives us more pride playing 
for the school and as the kit is 
yellow we really stand out in 

any competition. The goal 
keeper kit is amazing and 
I love that we have the 
school logo on 
the back.

Hannah Thorley

New Kit for 
Sports Teams
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Lucy Peterson

Year 11, Rugby, Football, Athlectics
Tom Roebuck

On Wednesday, 15th June 2016, 
33 students travelled to the AJ Bell 
Stadium in Salford, Manchester, 
to watch four of the best teams in 
World Rugby at this age group - 
Wales took on New Zealand, and 
England played Australia.

England beat Australia 17-13 to 
make it into the semi-finals of the 
World Rugby U20 Championship, 
but New Zealand failed to make 
the final four for the first time in 
the tournament’s history, despite 
beating Wales by 1 point.

It was England’s third successive 
win of the tournament after earlier 
victories over both Italy and 
Scotland which gave them  
hope of progressing further  
in the tournament.

Australia held a seven-point 
lead at the break, having made 
a sensational start to the game, 
scoring after only 27 seconds but 
England were never going to lie 
down and let Australia enjoy the 
night.  Instead they dug in and 
slowly dominated the  
game to eventually win an  
amazing encounter.

Thanks to all who attended and I 
hope you enjoyed the evening.

Mr Barton 

U20s RugbyU20s Rugby

The U13 cricket team got off to a flying 
start, beating The King’s School, Chester 
by 38 runs in the Chester and District 
Crash and Bash League. 

Reg Wyatt and Hannah Snape both 
demonstrated their brilliant batting skills, 
whilst Christleton’s bowling as a whole 
was very impressive. 

The second game in the Crash and 
Bash League was to be played against 
Tarporley High School. Due to injuries 
and other commitments, Christleton 
fielded a very different team to the first 
game. Although all the boys represented 
our school fantastically, special mention 
must go to Ben Leake and Max Wade.  
However, Tarporley High School’s 
batsmen were on form and they  
ran out victorious. 

In the Cheshire Cup, we faced a very 
strong King’s School, Macclesfield. 
Reg Wyatt won the toss and chose to 
bowl. Dylan Moore took a wicket with 
the opening ball of the innings and all 
of our bowlers put the King’s School, 
Macclesfield batsmen under a lot of 
pressure and kept their score low enough 
for us to challenge. Christleton got off to 
a good start with the bat, but the King’s 
School attack were highly impressive in 
bowling us out quickly to allow them to 
progress into the next round. 

We are still in contention to win the Crash 
and Bash competition and games will be 
coming thick and fast in June and July. 

Cricket club is held on a Tuesday after 
school and everyone is welcome! 

U13
Cricket
U13
Cricket

World CupWorld Cup
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The Christleton B team have had 
some varied results throughout the 
season but with a strong starting 
7 they were full of energy and 
confidence. 

Unfortunately, Emma Wood, the B 
team’s glue in defence, was unable 
to play after the first match due to 
filling in for the A –Team in their 
competition. However, the girls had 
a storming start to the tournament 
winning their first 4 matches. Some 
were close but on the whole all the 
girls played extremely well.

So going into their last match on 
a winning streak, next up was The 
King’s School.  The girls were told 
by their coach, Emma Creswell, to 
keep the effort level up and control 
the movement down court but the 
opposition were too strong and came 
out with the win. 

Runners up in their first big 
tournament isn’t something to be 
ashamed of, roll on next year. 
Player of the tournament was 
Rebecca Davies. 

Chester & District 
U12B Netball 
Chester & District 
U12B Netball 

Netball Year 7A Team 
Chester & District 
Netball Year 7A Team 
Chester & District 
The Year 7A Team had a mixed 
run of results coming into this 
competition but were confident 
and enthusiastic about  
their chances. 

The first game was against 
Queens Park High School; the 
girls played extremely well 
thrashing the opposition 11-1. Our 
next opponents, The Queen’s 
School, Chester, were not so easy 
to get past but our determination 
shone through and the girls won 
with a close 4 goals to 3. 

Abbey Gate College were next 
and that ended in quick fashion 
with the girls racing to a 13 goals 
- 0 lead; Sophie Gwyther had a 
whirlwind of a match in defence. 
Last but not least came The 
Bishop’s Bluecoat High School, a 
team who the girls have played 
and beaten before, so it was the 
substitutes turn to shine and they 
did, especially Lucy Proctor, Katie 

Stanworth and Rebecca Duffy. 
Smooth and accurate passing 
through the thirds saw the girls 
win their last match 11 goals to 1. 

Having topped the group, 
Christleton were through to the 
semi-finals, the girls were excited 

and so was 
Miss Mckie.  
The Upton 
High School 
team were 

our stumbling block to the final so 
a quick turnaround of players and 
some words of wisdom the girls 
took the court. A few mistakes 
and inaccurate passing saw us 
beaten 4 goals to 3, a shame 
but mistakes that the girls can 
definitely make up for next year. 
Overall a successful competition, 
with Connie Trollop picking up  
Miss Mckie’s Player of the 
Tournament. 

Netball
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On 5th March 2016, our U13s 
were crowned Cheshire Netball 
County winners for a second 
time. Although disappointed from 
their loss in the semi-finals of 
the National Cup, the girls were 
determined to finish the season 
on a high.

Christleton faced some tough 
teams on the day; Bridgewater 
School, The King’s School, 
Chester and Culcheth High 
School, however we managed 
to lead in every quarter. 

A huge congratulations to 
Sophie Thompson who became 
a member of the squad half 
way through the season. Her 
match play has developed 
greatly and the girls have been 
excellent team members in 
the process. The entire squad 
played tremendously well 
and thoroughly deserved the 
champion status.  The three 
players of the tournament were 
Alice Watkinson, Charlotte 
Parkinson and Emily Bolton.

Three days after being crowned 
County winners the girls faced 
their Chester and District 
tournament held at The King’s 
School, Chester, on Tuesday, 
8th March 2016. 

The U13s were again determined 
to win for a second year running 
and with the success from the 
weekend, the girls were fired 
up and ready for business. 
They faced local school teams; 
Catholic High School, The 
Bishop’s Blue Coat, and The 
King’s School, Chester, to name 
a few, with the desire to score 
as many goals as they could and 
conceding as little as possible. 

Their hard work and team 
effort paid off when they were 
crowned winners. Players of the 
tournament were Emily Roberts, 
Tamsin O’Keefe, Georgia Thomas 
and Hannah Ritson.                                             

Well done U13s!!

Cheshire County and Chester 
& District Netball Success… 
Second Year Running!!

Cheshire County and Chester 
& District Netball Success… 
Second Year Running!!

The C team at Christleton have not had 
that many matches so leading up to the 
tournament their coach, Amy Russon, put 
them through their paces in training.

They only had 5 teams in their 
tournament so the winners would  
have to beat all their opposition to  
take the title. 

The girls played well, moving the 
ball through the court and were 
gaining confidence with each game.  
They finished their last game with a 
comfortable lead meaning they were  
the outright winners. 

The girls played very well and they  
will gain so much confidence from this. 
Player of the Tournament was  
Freya Doyle.

Chester & 
District U12C 
Netball 

Chester & 
District U12C 
Netball 
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Following 2014’s successes in my 
discus, 2015 also held many amazing 
experiences for me as an athlete. 
After winning the Mason Trophy 
held in Birmingham, I represented 
Cheshire at the English Schools for 
the second time, only this year held in 
Gateshead. 

Having come 6th at this competition 
in 2014, I went in with minimal 
expectations, especially as I had just 
moved into an older age group with 
many people throwing further than 
me and with a lot more experience 
than me. To my surprise, I managed to 
secure 2nd place at this competition, 
and that alone was an achievement 
for me as I hadn’t gone into the 
competition expecting to medal.

Little did I know that this meant I was 
put forward to another competition 
the weekend after, where I was to 
represent England, and get an official 
England kit to compete at the SIAB 
international event, against other 
athletes from Wales, Scotland and 
Ireland. 

SIAB was, and still is, by far the 
best experience that has come as 
a result of my sport. Spending 3 
days with the England Team was 
amazing; the attitude and team spirit 
was indescribable. Even though 
the stadium was small and didn’t 
have as many spectators as other 
competitions, Grangemouth Stadium 
had the best atmosphere made by 
the athletes alone. When competing, 
I managed to throw my third best 

distance of the season, and secured a 
second silver medal.

I also had many competitions that 
didn’t go quite how I wanted, for 
example the England Championships 
where I performed terribly.  However, 
I was later chosen to represent the 
North West in the England team at the 
UK Sainsbury’s School Games, where 
there are many different sports going 
on.  As each area can only take one 
athlete per event, this was another 
surprise to me as I had not expected 
to be chosen. 

My coach was one of the team 
managers, so that allowed me to 
understand what to prepare for at 
this competition. While I ended the 
competition in 4th place, it was my 
first time going to something of such 
a large scale, as the event lasted 
4 days, including an opening and 
closing ceremony. It didn’t matter 
that I didn’t win a medal because the 
people I met and friends I made at 
this event made the experience by far 
one of the most enjoyable. 

My last competition of the season 
placed me 6th in the country, and 
of the people ranked above me 4 of 
them were a year older, so I saw this 
as another achievement, especially as 
I finished the season with a personal 
best of 41.20 metres. 

I hope this season can also provide 
many more experiences like those of 
last year.
Izzy Griffin Morris

If you are playing sports or taking 
part in physical activities outside 
of school, we would love to hear 
about it! 

A few times this year, I have been 
surprised by a student mentioning 
in casual conversation about 
their sporting success outside of 
school (and I had no idea they 
even did this sport!). Amongst 
our school population, we have 
World Champions (yes, really!), 
National Champions, Regional 
Competitors, local team players 
and students who participate in 
myriad of amazing activities.

Our job is to motivate, signpost, 
advise and champion all students, 
so please let us know of the 
brilliant things you are doing. We 
would love to be telling everyone 
what you are up to and how 
good you are.  (If we don’t know 
we can’t do this.) Sometimes 
we receive information about 
possible funding, so if we know 
about someone competing in a 
certain event we may be able to 
help in this way too.

On the other hand, if you wish to 
take part in a sport or activity after 
school and are not sure where 
to go or who to contact, please 
come and see us in the PE office 
and we will be able help point you 
in the right direction. 

If you have any questions or want 
to tell us about the things you 
are doing, please email me at 
horrocksc@christletonhigh.co.uk 

Mr Horrocks Director of Sport

Unknown 
Talent?
Unknown 
Talent?

Izzy moves in the right circles!Izzy moves in the right circles!
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On the 26th May, thirty of our top 
athletes travelled to the Stanney 
Oaks Athletics Track to compete 
in the prestigious West Cheshire 
Athletic Club Schools Track and 
Field Cup. 

In each age category only four 
athletes could compete with a 
100 metre runner, an 800 metre 
runner, a shot putter and a long 
jumper. Each of these athletes 
also needed to compete in the 
relay – which meant careful 
selection from the PE Team for 
the best result.

The weather was glorious (at 
the time of writing this, we have 
had 4 days of non-stop rain!) and 
with the team wearing the new 
athletics kit, they were geared up 
and motivated for a tough night 
of athletics. Only the top athletics 
schools in the region typically 
enter this event and in the past 
we have struggled to get into the 
top spot. However, the past is in 
the past and this wasn’t going 
to stop Christleton High School 
especially with outstanding 
natural leadership and physical 
prowess of Tom Roebuck and 
Keane Harrison to guide and 
inspire the team.
From the outset it was obvious 
that Christleton High School 
were there to do battle, and 
battle they did. Each and every 
athlete put in 100% and whether 
they finished 1st or last in their 

event they knew that their score 
was contributing to the overall 
team score. 

Christleton High School owned 
the track with our athletes 
finishing in the top spots and 
they also owned the side of the 
track with huge support and 
encouragement for our team! 
A few of the more traditionally 
dominant athletics schools could 
only look in astonishment as 
Christleton (without doubt the 
best dressed team!) steam-rolled 
this event with style. At the end 
of the event it was clear that 
we were the champions with a 
significant points lead over our 
nearest rivals.

On the night, top performers 
were: Isaac Tait (800 metre 
Champion), Keiye Williams (Shot 
Put Champion), Tom Roebuck 
(100 metre Champion), David 
Dentith (800 metre Champion), 
Holly Lee (100 metre Champion), 
Emily Boulton (Long Jump 
Champion), Sophie Foster 
(100 metre Champion), Tamsin 
O’Keefe (800 metre Champion), 
Keane Harrison (Shot Put 
Champion), Erin Stuart (100 
metre Champion), Tess Bowman 
(800 metre Champion), Year 7 
Boys Relay Champions, Year 10 
Boys Relay Champions, Year 
8 Girls Relay Champions, 
Year 10 Girls Relay 
Champions.

A huge congratulations to 
all involved and we look 
forward to defending our 
trophy next year!

A strong team of 5 Year 10 boys headed 
for the Chester and District Volleyball 
Tournament.  The game against Blacon 
High School was well matched and the 
boys placed the ball well into empty 
spaces. 
Final result 2nd place. Tristan McFarlane 
had to be ‘Man of the Match’ as he threw 
himself around the court to retrieve the 
shots. Great game, well done.

Pictured left to right: Eddie Reynolds, 
Rees Owens, Jac Goodall, James 
Sleddon-Plant, Tristan McFarlane

U15 boys Chester 
and District 
Volleyball Tournament 

U15 boys Chester 
and District 
Volleyball Tournament 

Athletics 
Champions!
Athletics 
Champions!

Great Performance from Isaac Tait, Year 
7, who ran 800 metres and 1500 metres 
in the Cheshire Championships Athletics 
meeting in May 2016, finishing first in 
both events.

Cheshire Athletics 
Champion
Cheshire Athletics 
Champion

Cheshire

U15s
Cheshire

U15s
On 29 March 2016, Jac Goodall 
represented Cheshire U15s against Kent 
U15s and played exceptionally well, 
Cheshire won 20-12. Jac is hoping to 
continue representing Cheshire next 
season and so we would like to wish him 
all the best and good luck.  
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My name is Antony Foster and I 
have been going to kickboxing 
classes with the Alan Price 
Martial Arts School for  
10 years now. 

I started when I was 8 years old and 
have been enjoying the fighting ever 
since. I am currently a 1st dan black belt 
and I am planning to go for my second 
dan next year.

I have been fighting competitively in 
the Welsh and British championships 
for 3 years and I have been the under 
16s Welsh Champion and the under 
16’s British runner up in both point stop 
sparring and light continues sparring. 

There are 
three different 
categories 
in the 
competitions 

I attend, point stop sparring which is 
when you either punch or kick the 
opponent in the scoring zones which 
are the sides of the body, chest, 
stomach, sides of the head, forehead, 
top of the head and face. The more 
complex the skill the more points you 
get for landing the skill correctly. For 
example, a punch to the head is only 
one point but a kick to the head is two 
points and a jumping and or spinning 
kick to the head is three points. 

Each time someone scores a point 
the fight is stopped taken back to the 
middle of the mat and then started 
again. The winner is the fighter with the 
most points at the end of the fight, the 
fight is also stopped if one fighter gets 
five points ahead.

Light continues is fighting none stop for 
the duration of the timer and then the 
two referees will decide the winner.

If they feel it is a draw you will fight for 
an extra 30 seconds and the referees’ 
will decide again. Because this is light 
contact you must show control with  
your power to not injure the other 
fighter too much. 

Full contact is continues sparring 
but you don’t have to hold back with 
power.  The aim is to knock the 
other fighter out, if both fighters 
are still standing then it goes 
to the referees’ decision. Full 
contact sparring is only held at 
the World Championships and 
British Championships because 
of insurance reasons and it is 
the fighter’s choice if they 
take part.

Becoming the Welsh 
Champion qualified me 
for the under 16s World 
Championship, this 
was to be held in Geneva, Switzerland. 
I attended the World Championships 
and competed in three categories, light 
continues sparring, point stop sparring 
and full contact sparring. I came 4th in 
the light continues, 5th in point stop and 
I became the World Champion in full 
contact sparring 2014 which requalified 
me for the next World Championships in 
two years’ time. 

I have also competed in the European 
Championships, in which I came 
second and became the under 16’s 
European runner up, and International 
Championships, in which I came second 
again and became the under 16’s 
International runner up.  

When I turned 16, I was 
then placed in the 
adult categories, 
which now are 
dependent 

on weight not height. I did not feel 
confident fighting twenty year olds 
while I was only 16, so I focused on 
my training for a year and started 
competing again after I turned 
17 and my first competition was  
in early 2016. 

The first adult competition I entered was 
the Welsh Championships that are held 

in Colwyn Bay. I competed in two 
categories, point stop sparring and 
came first in both making me the 
Welsh Adult Point Stop Sparring 
Champion and the Welsh Adult 
Continues Sparring Champion. 

I then attended the British 
Championships held in Worcester, 

which are much more 
competitive than the 
Welsh Championships 
and have much better 
fighters. As at the 

Welsh Championships, I fought in two 
categories, point stop sparring and 
continues sparring. I came third in 
the point stop sparring and came 
first in continues sparring making 
me the British Adult Continues 
Sparring Champion.   

There are two more Welsh 
Championships this year and one more 
British Championship, which I will be 
competing in. I will also be attending 
the World Championships in Geneva 
in spring next year, where I will be 
entered in point stop sparring, continues 
sparring and full contact sparring.

Proud as Punch
of Antony’s Success – read his storyof Antony’s Success – read his story
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ESSA English 
Schools Track & 
Field Cup 2016

ESSA English 
Schools Track & 
Field Cup 2016

On 
Wednesday, 11th 

May 2016, Christleton 
High School took part in the 

ESSA English Schools Track & Field 
Cup at Warrington. Students performed 

exceptionally well in all events and represented 
the school with great enthusiasm. 

Some highlights from the day were Jac Goodall’s performance 
in the hammer, which was 
exceptional and Isaac Tait ran 
superbly in the 1500 metre 
race. Furthermore, the junior 
girls and inter boys relay 
teams managed to clinch 
victory in both.

Overall the inter boys team 
made it through to the B Final, 
held at Warrington on  
13 June 2016.

The Inter Boys took a strong team to the regional final. The results 
for the track events showed good commitment especially from 
Jason Taylor with a photo finish for second place. David Dentith 
also finished second in his race, breaking his personal best by an 
amazing 2 seconds. Phil Hopkins stormed 100 metres as did Tom 
Roebuck in the 800 metres. 

In the field Jac Goodall threw a 32.70 metre hammer to win the 
event, whilst Tristan jumped 4.05 metres in the long jump. 

Well Done Team Christleton!

On 12th May 2016, the U15 Rounders 
team took part in their very last 
Chester and District Tournament  
at The Bishop’s Bluecoat. 

The team consisting of Alex Gore-Rees, 
Beth Layder, Holly Mottershead, Maddie 
Sterling, Keane Harrison, Grace Parry,  
Jess Twiggs, Sophie Bridgewater and  
Fliss Thomas were in high spirits and  
ready for the challenge ahead.

Their first game was against Catholic High 
School; a comfortable win with Christleton 
scoring 5 rounders to Catholic High 
School’s 1 rounder. The girls fielding was 
very effective and stunned the opposition. 
Their second game against Blacon High 
School, and the team continued their 
winning streak beating Blacon High School 
4.5 rounders to their 1.5 rounders.

Comfortably sailing through to the third 
round, Christleton faced Bishop Heber High 
School. The game started positively with 
Christleton gaining 6 rounders, and our 
success was followed up by our immense 
fielding having got all of the Bishop Heber 
High School team out by the 14th bowl. 
Our last group match came up against The 
Queen’s School, who were our toughest 
rivals. We fielded well with The Queen’s 
School only scoring 4.5 rounders but 
unfortunately, our batting let us down 
as we only scored 3 rounders.

We had a lengthy interval awaiting the 
other results; once they were in, it was 
confirmed that we finished joint first with 
The Queen’s School, but because we 
had a greater rounders advantage we 
went through to the semi–final. In the four 
years of competing in the Chester and 
District tournament, this is the furthest the 
girls have progressed. In the semi-final 
Christleton faced The Bishop’s Bluecoat. 

It was a tense and unnerving atmosphere; 
the girls batted first. The nerves set in and 
the team couldn’t create many chances, 
scoring just 1 rounder. It was paramount 
that the girls fielding was tactical and 
effective. This was the case right up until 
the final bowl; 1-1 on the scorecards The 
Bishop’s Bluecoat’s final batter smashed 
the ball over first base into deep field  
that resulted them winning the match  
by half a rounder. 
                     
Final Score…. 
Christleton 1 - Bishops Bluecoat 1.5 

U15s pitching in 
for the final time
U15s pitching in 
for the final time
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