Christleton High School
Transport News Letter
Christleton Park and Stride

“Bringing aspirations to life in a happy,
hardworking and caring community”

Welcome….One of our key values is ‘Caring for our Students’ and we fulfil this obligation in a number of
ways, for example caring for their academic, social and emotional progress, through our curriculum offer, both
core and extra-curricular. Less obvious are the safeguarding and mental health protocols we have in place in
school.
We also try to show care, by keeping our students, and staff, physically safe, and you may have noticed the
new perimeter fencing around our site and electronic doors that allow us to secure the building more effectively. We also care about their physical safety during their journey to and from school, and we have written
often about our concerns both for cycle safety and safety in and around school from motorists, either parents
or village through traffic. In the past, we have worked in partnership with the Christleton Parish Council looking
at ways to make the village a safer place. This newsletter summarises that work and explains some of the ideas
proposed and actioned.

December 2018 on their journeys
to and from school.

Safe Transport
When setting out to work with the
Parish Council Traffic Working Group
to improve traffic congestion in the
village, we established clear aims and
objectives:
• Reduce traffic congestion around
schools.
• Increase personal safety of students
and parents on the way to and from
school.
• Offer children and parents an
alternative choice of travel mode.
• Reduce the risk of being injured in a
crash.
• Improve health and fitness.
• Meet school students’ needs by
identifying problems they face on
the school journey.
• Develop student independence and
confidence.
• Reduce the vicious circle of school
travel (i.e. Parents fear danger from
traffic – parents drive children to
school – traffic increases – parents
fear danger from traffic).
When the Parish Council started their

work, their original aim was to see
how the flow of traffic and traffic
congestion could be eased.
However, during their observations,
they also became concerned about
another matter - the pollution
caused by that congestion.
Weeks of Traffic Congestion
monitoring and an Air Quality
monitoring programme in
Christleton has highlighted the
congestion and air quality problems
that arise along Village Road for two,
twenty minute periods every day as
children make their way to and from
school
Christleton Parish Council has, for a
significant amount of time been
looking to improve the air quality
and traffic congestion and
Christleton High School at improving
road safety for its students, in and
around the village of Christleton.
The school gained valuable feedback
from a student survey conducted in

Parents and carers have
responded positively to pleas from
the school to, wherever possible,
encourage their children to walk
or cycle to school or indeed to
accompany them either on cycle
or on foot.
However, further air quality
measurements have indicated
continued high levels of pollution
(nitrogen dioxide and particles) at
school drop off and pick up times
on the approaches and in the
centre of Christleton village.
The school has a duty of care to
ensure that it contributes towards
finding appropriate and effective
solutions. The most significant
contribution it can make is to
persuade even more parents to
walk with their children to school
where possible, or car share.
This issue is a very serious one and
there is no easy remedy. The
majority of air pollution has been
directly associated with the
volume of traffic.

Drop-off and pick-up time
The picture opposite reflects the dangers around
the school site both at the start and end of the
school day. Too many parents are ignoring the
parking restrictions clearly visible at both main
entrances. I’m amazed to see parents, reversing,
doing three point turns and being generally
oblivious to the dangers of their actions. Add in
rookie sixth form drivers, over 300 cyclists and
hundreds of students leaving on foot and the
dangers should be obvious. I have made several
requests to parents not to come on site to pick up
their children and not to stop in the school
entrances.
I again make an urgent appeal to those of you
responsible to change behaviours before it is too
late and a child is injured.

If the situation does not improve, we will have to consider
what other enforceable action we can take to keep your
children safe.

Park and Stride

“Bringing Aspirations to Life”

The safety of children travelling to, from, and around schools is an issue of concern for the whole community.
Park and stride is a way of reducing congestion around local schools. Parents are encouraged to park a short distance from the
school and then walk with their children the rest of the way. Park and stride provides an ideal opportunity for children be physically
active, which is crucial to their health.
You should always drop your child (ren) off outside the campus at a convenient and safe place.
We wish to restrict the number of vehicles entering the campus at this busy time so that all our students remain safe. Please refrain
from dropping off or making a u –turn in the entrances.
All Parents/Carers who routinely transport students to and from school are requested to use designated drop-off and pick-up points
located away from the centre of the village and in safe locations within walking distance of the school.

Drop-off & Pick-up Points

