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Christleton High 
School provides 
a wide menu of 
experiences 
designed to 
allow students 
to find their own 
personal passion 
and develop the 
confidence, 
critical thinking 
skills and 
flexibility of 
thought 
essential for 
successful 
application to 
the most 
competitive 
institutions and 
programmes.

This booklet 
outlines how we 
measure 
progress along 
this path at KS3.

Your child’s 
journey of 
learning at 
Christleton
High School

3



What are we changing and why?
Attainment targets and levels, which were introduced with the National Curriculum in 1988, no 
longer apply. There were a variety of problems with the use of National Curriculum Levels, and their 
removal means that schools have been tasked with developing their own way of assessing student 
progress. 

Over the last academic year, we have been engaged in thinking and consultation about how we can 
design an assessment system that first and foremost supports teaching and learning, whilst providing 
meaningful feedback that students can act upon. This booklet outlines that new system. 
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KS3 Starting Points

Year 7 Year 8 Year 9

Exceptional

Exceptional Higher

Exceptional Higher Intermediate

Higher Intermediate Foundation

Intermediate Foundation

Foundation

In Year 7, students are assigned a learning Starting Point in each subject area based upon their MidYIS
baseline assessment outcome, information from Primary Schools and class teacher professional 
judgement.  These are termed ‘Foundation’, ‘Intermediate’ and ‘Higher’ or ‘Exceptional’.  Students will 
not be assigned with a Starting Point in PAD (Performing Arts, Art and D.T) or Sport until Year 8, by 
which time they will have demonstrated and developed their knowledge and skills in these areas.

At the top end, where students are demonstrating knowledge, understanding and skills, above and 
beyond those specified in that year of the programme of study, they are deemed to be ‘exceptional’.  
The vast proportion of students at Christleton will have an Intermediate Starting Point.

As Figure 1 illustrates, the Starting Points 
are progressive and build year-on-year 
throughout the programme of study. 

What, for example, constitutes ‘Higher’ in 
Year 7, would only count as ‘Intermediate’ 
in Year 8 and ‘Foundation’ in Year 9. 

(A) What are they?

Christleton High School has high expectations and, as such, there is no cap or limit on what students 
can achieve. All students will have opportunities to work beyond their expected learning journey and 
challenge themselves in preparation for GCSE and beyond. Their Starting Point purely allows us to 
measure their progress since Primary School.  As a result, there is no need to change or amend 
Starting Points during the academic year. Students will only be set a GCSE target when they start the 
GCSE course in each subject.

(B) Can my child swap Starting Points?
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Christleton High School Ethos

We measure the progress of Knowledge and Skills acquired 
throughout lessons to help students succeed in their future 
external examinations.

Just as important in this success are the opportunities to develop a 
student’s character and cultural capital through promoting our 5Cs 
of  Commitment, Collaboration, Creativity, Care and Cheerfulness. 
We will ask you to focus on helping us to help your children 
develop good Attitudes and Habits, as in turn, this will lead to 
better progress. 
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KASH reporting

Over the course of an academic year you will receive two electronic reports and have the opportunity 
to attend one Parents’ Evening.  At each of these three points, staff will report back to you on your 
child's progress in the following areas:

KNOWLEDGE

The following pages give more detailed information on each of the above, as well as the grading we 
will be using to inform your child’s educational development.

ATTITUDES

SKILLS

HABITS
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We expect Christleton High School Students to be caring and cheerful.

Below are the attitudes that students are expected to display:

• Showing respect at all times
• Maintaining a caring and cheerful relationship with others
• Always putting effort into learning / classwork / homelearning
• Ready to learn and quick to settle
• Always punctual
• Always catches up on any missed work
• Offers to help others with work

REPORTING ATTITUDE

The gain of subject knowledge will be reported using the grid below. Please be aware that, as a result 
of different topics and skills being taught each term, students’ progress will fluctuate within subjects 
over the duration of an academic year.

It is important to note that that because the starting points assigned are highly aspirational, making 
‘expected’ progress along this is a significant achievement in itself and something that students 
should be proud of. 

REPORTING KNOWLEDGE
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REPORTING HABITS

We expect Christleton High School Students to be committed, collaborative and creative.

They can exhibit this by demonstrating the qualities below:

• Showing resilience in learning by being ready, willing and able to lock onto learning- committed to 
work through difficulties when the going gets tough. Is able to become absorbed in the learning 
and manage distractions.

• Being a resourceful learner by asking questions of themselves and others. Students creatively 
make connections between ideas and previous learning, constructing good arguments and can 
use resources to independently find answers. 

• Collaborates readily with others as well as working well independently. Using a sense of 
independent judgement together with skill in communication and empathy.

• Willing to be reflective by becoming more strategic in learning. Is able to take a longer term view 
to evaluate their experiences as a learner to get the most out of themselves.

Below are the skill areas that students are expected to develop across the breadth of our 
curriculum. 

• Literacy and oracy
• Use of Information and Communication Technology
• Spiritual, Social, Moral and Cultural development
• Knowledge of future pathways and careers
• Numeracy and problem solving

Departments will also have skills that are bespoke to their subjects, which will be mapped within 
their Scheme of Learning.

REPORTING SKILLS
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What will my child’s school report look like?

This is an example of our KS3 Progress Report which as a parent/carer you will receive twice a year.

Students should aim to have green or blue in all subjects.  This means that they are making above 
or expected progress and they should be praised.

Where students are ‘working towards’, invention or further support may be required to support 
student progress. A serious conversation may also be needed to identify any barriers to learning 
and support with plans to move forward.

For further information regarding the terminology used, please go to the relevant page of this 
booklet or visit the ‘KS3 Assessment and Reporting Framework’ page on the school website.

Starting 
Point
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Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs)
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What can I do to support my child?

If a student is assessed as ‘working towards’, the teacher will give them detailed feedback on what 
they need to do, and how to do it, to achieve ‘expected’. Feedback will be linked to assessment grids 
but may include further intervention or support on a subject or pastoral level.

If a teacher assesses a student as ‘outstanding’ throughout the year, staff will encourage students to 
stretch and challenge their ability by working inline with the next Starting Point.  This level of 
performance may also lead to an increase in Starting Point in the following academic year.

What if my child is consistently making ‘outstanding’ progress?

We ask that you work with us to support students in developing the expected attitudes and habits 
that are essential for future success.  Development of knowledge and skills will supported in 
department areas.  Departments have created assessment grids detailing the expected knowledge 
and skills for a given starting point.  These will be featured on our school website for you to access 
from January 2021 and use to support your child at home.

What if my child is consistently ‘working towards’ expected progress?

What will happen in lessons to support my child in making expected 
progress?

Our new Assessment Framework extensively supports teaching and learning inside and outside of 
the classroom.  Students will be supported in understanding the vocabulary associated with Starting 
Points and they will be encouraged in lessons to use assessments grids to work with an aspirational 
mindset to challenge their ability.

Due to COVID-19, students will be taught in mixed ability form groups from September 2020/21 in all 
subjects.  Historically Year 7 students would only be placed in ability groupings in Mathematics.  This 
year this has been delayed due to the alterations to our recovery timetable.  Any potential groupings 
within cohorts would be based on student Starting Points, classwork, teacher assessment and any 
formal or informal assessments.  

Will Starting Points determine what set/class my child is in?


