
Knowledge

This refers to the knowledge/content required by the course. In this section of the report staff
indicate if your child is making the required progress to meet their target by the end of Y11.

Attitude

We expect Christleton High School students to be caring and cheerful. Below are the attitudes
that students are expected to display:
• Showing respect at all times

• Maintaining a caring and cheerful relationship with others
• Always putting effort into learning / classwork / home learning

• Ready to learn and quick to settle

• Always punctual
• Always catches up on any missed work

• Offers to help others with work

Skills

Below are the skill areas that students are expected to develop across the breadth of our
curriculum:
• Literacy and oracy

• Use of Information and Communication Technology

• Spiritual, Social, Moral and Cultural development
• Knowledge of future pathways and careers

• Numeracy and problem solving

Departments will also have skills that are bespoke to their subjects, which will be mapped within
their Scheme of Learning.

Habits

We expect Christleton High School students to be committed, collaborative and creative. They can
exhibit this by demonstrating the qualities below:

• Showing resilience in learning by being ready, willing and able to lock onto learning - committed
to work through difficulties when the going gets tough. Is able to become absorbed in the
learning and manage distractions.
• Being a resourceful learner by asking questions of themselves and others. Students creatively
make connections between ideas and previous learning, constructing good arguments and can
use resources to independently find answers.
• Collaborates readily with others as well as working well independently. Using a sense of
independent judgement together with skill in communication and empathy.
• Willing to be reflective by becoming more strategic in learning. Is able to take a longer term
view to evaluate their experiences as a learner in order to get the most out of themselves.

A guide to how we
measure progress at

Key Stage 4
(Years 10 and 11)

In this document you will find a breakdown of the key information we collect
and use about your child in KS4 (Years 10 and 11)
Keep this guidance at home for future reference.



How does assessment in Years 10 and 11 work?
Students are assessed using the reformed GCSE grades from 1 to 9, which replaced grades A*-F in 2017.
Students start their GCSE or equivalent courses at the beginning of Year 10. GCSEs are linear, which means
at the end of Year 11, students will sit all of their actual exams and at no time prior to that.
Some BTEC style courses have exams that will take place throughout the year. To gauge student progress in
general, and to help determine the tier of entry for examinations where necessary (e.g. Maths), students will
have mock exams and assessments throughout both Year 10 and Year 11.
At Christleton High School we have designed the Key Stage 4 Learning Journey and have a ra nge o f
ways we ca n he l p to support our students throughout their GCSE/BTEC style courses to ensure that
they achieve and in some cases surpass their target grades.

Where does it all start?

In Year 9, students will pick their GCSE/BTEC options via our pathways process. These options, combined
with the core subjects of Maths, English and Science are what they will be assessed on in their final summer
exams at the end of Year 11.

Target Setting
Fischer Family Trust (FFT)- school targets

The Fischer Family Trust is a  charity that helps schools 
set  challenging and realistic targets  using student 
data. The FFT  Estimate is an ambitious  estimate 
based only on Key Stage  2 (Year 6) English and Maths
scores, gender and month of birth. Christleton High 
School uses  the FFT Estimate as a benchmark for 
performance and for comparing ourselves to other 
schools. These also help us work out how students 
should progress on their learning journey from Y7 to 
Y11.

Student targets

Students are set their unique student targets using all 
the FFT estimates as well the information we collect 
throughout Y7 to Y9 and the start of Year 10 , for 
example end of topic tests. Student targets are set for
their performance at the end  of Year 11. Teachers will 
assess and input data informing the school and  
parents/carers about  their child's  progress at
various stages in the academic year. This
will help us monitor the progress made. 

Each subject has mapped out a learning journey to get 
students from their starting points in Y7 to GCSE and 
beyond. These can be found on the school website. 
The infographic shows History as an example.

At Christleton High School we know every child is 
different. This system allows teachers and 
parents/carers to respond to students’ unique 
development needs, putting bespoke methods of 
support in place where and when required.

How do we keep parents/carers 
informed?

Reports home

In KS4 we track student progress
throughout the academic year. We report 
to parents on progress towards their target 
three times per year.

For example, if a student is predicted to 
achieve their target at the end of Y11 they 
will receive expected on their report. The 
other progress indicators we use are 
shown in the table below. A dark green, 
light green or blue report means a student 
is progressing well and should be 
congratulated.

Parents’ Evening
Once a year you will be invited to 
speak to individual subject teachers 
about  your child's progress.What if my child has a red “working 

towards” for a subject?

Christleton High School uses tailored 
support to ensure all students keep 
making progress. Subject teachers will:

Outstanding Progress
Good Progress
Expected Progress

Working Towards

Attendance/Punctuality
Progress and achievement depends on 
good attendance.  The school works 
hard to ensure that high levels of
attendance are maintained and an 
excellent standard of punctuality is 
modelled by all students.  We 
understand that some non-attendance 
is unavoidable but we encourage all 
our students to aim for 100% 
attendance and to be punctual. 

1 Adapt lessons to support the
student further e.g. move their
seat, visit them first to check
understanding after a task has
been set

2 Use small group work to focus on
identified areas for support e.g.
to revisit some prior learning to
help underpin the new work

3 Use individual support either in
or outside of the classroom e.g.
work on exam technique by
going through questions
together.

1 Form tutor mentoring to keep a 
daily check on the students 
attitudes and habits

2 Peer or staff mentoring/study 
skill sessions

3 Bespoke curriculum e.g
Reeseheath college options or 
the use of online platforms

If you would like to speak to a member of 
staff about your child's progress,  please 
contact the subject teacher in the first 
instance or Head of Year for more generic 
concerns . Use info@christletonhigh.co.uk
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YEAR

7

YEAR

8

YEAR

9

YEAR

11

YEAR

12

YEAR

13

YEAR

10

PRIMARY 
SCHOOL

Develop a lifelong 
love of learning 

Build a solid 
foundation in 
education

Sit SATS in 
Y6

Christleton Transition
Programme.  Visit the 
school, complete a 
history lesson and meet 
your form tutor.

Complete ‘The 
Arrival’ transition 
activity

Start learning 
journey of The 
Middle Ages in 
England from 
1066

Develop range of 
historical skills 
required throughout 
learning journey

Revisit @the 
Arrival transition 
skills

Historical sources and 
interpretation:  Raising 
questions about the 
reliability of historical 
sources 

Source skills:  Does 
‘Bloody Mary’ deserve 
her nickname?

Meet our SLT 
and Pastoral 
leads through 
primary visits

The Black Death Case Study, 
1348.  Revisit analysis of 
causes to consolidate previous 
learning

Consequences of the 
Black Death in England

Significant events 
from the Middle 
Ages continue

Source skills 
developed to 
investigate local 
and national 
consequences of 
the Black Death

Tudor topic:  Who was 
the most significant 
Tudor monarch?

Revisit  
formal 
assessment 
and learn 
how to revise

Develop presentation 
skills with investigations 
into the consequences of 
the Reformation

Use source 
information 
to determine 
what life was 
like in 1750

The Industrial Revolution:  
How England changed 
from 1750 – 1900
How useful source enquiry

Slavery topic:  
investigation of the 
capture, transport 
and sale of slaves
Narrative yellow box

Formal assessment 
(industrial rev):
How useful source 
enquiry

Revisit source skills formal 
assessment and look at  how 
to revise.  DIRT used to reflect 
and self improve 

Develop Civil 
Rights topic into 
a broader 
history of the 
USA

Consequences 
of slavery and 
investigation 
into the 
significance of 
the Civil 
Rights 
Movement

Formal 
Assessment:
Historical 
interpretation 
How roaring 
were the 
1920’s in the 
USA?

Knowledge check 
of inter-war years.
Start WW2 topic

PEEL paragraph 
and exam 
answer 
planning skills

Baseline assessment and 
Reflection on ‘The Arrival’ 
transition document to 
assess history skills 
demonstrated 

Investigation 
(cause) into 
Hitler’s rise to 
power as a 
prelude to the 
Holocaust study

Consolidate cause, 
significance and 

consequence skills 
in an analytical 

narrative answer 
on Pearl Harbour

Revisit  formal assessment 
(Medicine) and look at  how to 
revise.  DIRT used to reflect and 
self improve 
Change over time

Study of Capitalism 
and communism to 
support learning at 
GCSE 

Revise for and sit your 
Y11 mock exams.

Revise for and 
sit your GCSEs 
to give yourself 
a competitive 
edge in life

Attend the Year 12 
transition day – 
receive summer 
research task

Take a gap year, travel 
the world and embrace 
new cultures

Go to university to 
enhance your studies 

and get a degree

Start a degree level 
apprenticeship

Build on GCSE learning for 
historical depth and 
breadth studies

Revise and 
complete your 
Y12 mock 
exams

Depth Study
Redefining resistance 
and challenges to 
National Party power 
1968-83
Source analysis

Formal 
assessment: 
Summer 
mock exams

Tudors: depth study 1
Challenging the succession 

1485-99
Source analysis

Analysis and evaluation  

        = Knowledge to support GCSE / A Level

Continue your lifelong 
love of learning and 

personal development

Formal Assessment: 
Develop skills of 
analysis of causes.  
Why did the Normans 
win? 

Formal assessment: 
Spanish Armada

Formal 
Assessment: 
Combination of 
source analysis 
and historical 
interpretation 
skills – Truman & 
the atomic bomb

Topic: Dictator of the 20th 
Century investigation
Significance?

Topic 2c: 
Russia 
(1924-1941)

Topic 1a: Early 
Elizabethan 
England (1558-69)

Topic 2a: 
Russia 
(1914-1917)

Topic 2b: 
Russia 
(1917–1924)

Revise for and 
complete your 

Y13 mock exams

Tudor breadth study 1
Changes in governance at 
the centre.  
Change over time 
Significance
Analysis and evaluation 

Coursework drafts being 
completed.
Historical interpretation
Source analysis
Analysis and evaluation  
 

Tudor breadth study 2
Gaining the co-operation of 
the localities
Change over time 
Significance
Analysis and evaluation  

Introduction to 
coursework
Historiography 
of WW1

Independent 
research 
time

Review and 
reflect on the 
summer 
research task

Introduce theme for 
Year 12: Searching 
for rights and 
freedoms, USA and 
South Africa

Depth Study
The response to 
apartheid
1948-1959
Source analysis

Breadth Study
1. The changing 
political 
environment

Interpretation 
analysis
The impact of 
the Reagan 
presidency

Revisit / Revise
Self reflection
Russia:  Knowledge
Source, Interpretations
Elizabeth: PEEL, causation

Medicine:  Historic 
environment 
Study (Medicine 
during WW1)

Topic 1c: 
End of the Cold War
Significance
Consequence

Topic 1d: 
Modern Medicine
Change over time

Topic 1b: 
Renaissance 
medicine
Significance

Review  formal assessment 
and create a revision plan.  
DIRT used to reflect and self 
improve 

Significance:  
How did 1066 
change 
England?

Historical 
interpretation 
of Haig, WW1.

Formal Assessment: 
Revisit  formal 
assessment and learn 
how to revise; WW1 
Medicine

Medieval 
Realms Test:  
Revisit  formal 
assessment 
and learn how 
to revise

Stuart topic:  Local 
history study of the 
English Civil War

Historical 
interpretation of 
Oliver Cromwell

Inter-war 
years study:  
Link to 
WW2, Yr 9 

PEEL 
paragraph 
and essay  
planning 
skills

PEEL paragraph 
and (source) 
essay  planning 
skills

Formal Assessment: Topic: 
Vietnam War
Cause:  Why did America get 
involved?

Topic: 
Medicine through time

Topic 1b: Early 
Elizabethan 
England (1569-88)

Topic 1c: Early 
Elizabethan England 
(1558-88)

PEEL paragraph 
and exam 
answer 
planning skills

Source 
inference skills

Source ‘how 
useful’ skills

Historical 
interpretation 
skills

Topic 2d: 
Russia 
(1914-1941)

Formal Assessment: 
Mock exams

Topic 1a: 
Origins of the Cold War
Cause

Topic 1a: 
Medieval Medicine

Topic 1c: Industrial 
era medicine
Change over time

Topic 1b: 
Cold War Crisis
Significance
Consequence

Source ‘how to 
follow up’

Source ‘how 
useful’ skills

Reflection:
Change over 
time 
(1485-1601)

Depth Study: Radicalisation 
of resistance and the 
consolidation of National 
Party power
1960-68
Source analysis

Breadth Study
2. The quest for 
civil rights Breadth Study

3. Society and 
culture in change

Breadth Study
4. The changing 
quality of life

Depth Study
The end of apartheid and 
the creation of the 
‘rainbow nation’ 1984-94
Source analysis

Tudors: depth study 2
Challenging religious changes, 

1533-37
Source analysis

Analysis and evaluation  

Tudors: depth study 3
Kett’s rebellion, 1549

Source analysis
Analysis and evaluation  

Tudors: depth study 4
The Revolt of the Northern Earls, 

1559-1603
Source analysis

Analysis and evaluation  

Tudors depth Study 5:
Tyrone’s rebellion, 

1594-1603
Source analysis

What if my child has red “working 
towards” on their report for 
multiple subjects?

Students who require support across 
multiple subjects will be identified by the 
Head of Year  who will use various 
methods of supporting them:

mailto:info@christletonhigh.co.uk

