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Entry Requirements 
We invite you to study English Literature at A level if you have a good pass at grade 5 English Literature 
GCSE. Your previous teacher’s recommendation will play an important part in your acceptance. Our main 
requirements are enthusiasm, co-operation, participation, preparation and dedication. English is a 
challenging option: ability and commitment are essential for success. The courses offered are Advanced 
Level English Language and Advanced Level English Literature. It is possible to study both of these 
subjects at the same time if you wish. Students of each subject will be taught by a team of two or more 
teachers so that a variety of viewpoints and approaches is presented. 
 
Course Description: 
 

o The A level qualification is a two-year course which has three components: 1. Aspects of Comedy 
or Tragedy 2. Elements of Crime or Political and Protest Writing and 3. Coursework. All three 
components are examined in the final year of the course. 

o In Paper 1 you will study three texts: one Shakespeare text; a second drama text and one further 
text, of which one must be written pre-1900. You will be assessed by a two and a half hour written 
examination which will include one passage-based question on a set Shakespeare text, one essay 
question based on the same text and one essay question linking the other two texts 

o In Paper 2 you will study three texts: one post-2000 prose text; one poetry text and one further 
text, one of which must be written pre-1900. The three hour written examination will include one 
compulsory question on an unseen passage, one essay question on a set text and one essay 
question which connects two texts 

o Coursework consists of the study of two texts: one poetry and one prose text, informed by study of 
a Critical Anthology. 
 

You will gain most from studying English Literature if: 
 

o You love reading and sharing ideas about what you’ve read 
o You enjoy discussion and developing a line of argument 
o You like to evaluate the ideas of others  
o You enjoy the experience that only literature can give you of seeing and understanding the world 

through another person’s viewpoint and emotional responses 
o You value the fact that to study literature is to study both what and how it is to be human 
o You are aware of the many valuable transferable skills you will develop in analysis, clarity of 

expression and thought, communication, empathy, organisation and presentation. 
 
 
Progression 
The study of English Literature combines well with many other subjects and is a good basis for careers in 
Education, Media, Journalism, Law, Business and many others. 
 
 

“Books are where things are explained to you; life is where things aren't.” 
                                                              Julian Barnes 1946- : Flaubert's Parrot (1984) 
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