
 
 
 
Head of Department:  Mr S Phillips        
Subject Teachers:  Mr S Phillips, Mr A Ralphson, Mrs J Forsey 
Awarding Body:  OCR 
 
Entry Requirements:  GCSE Grade 5 or BTEC Merit or above in Music AND Grade 5 standard in 
Performance (Instrument or Voice) even if you haven’t done any exams. If you have lots of musical 
experience and knowledge but you didn’t study it in Years 10 or 11 then please speak to us as you may 

still be able to do the course. To check you meet the criteria, please email Mr Phillips, Head of 
Performing Arts, phillipss@christletonhigh.co.uk   An enthusiastic, keen, positive attitude 
towards music is essential.  
 
 
Course Description 
 

Students studying Music at A-level will develop further musical skills in the following three areas: 
 
      Performing (25% or 35%) 

Students will be required to perform a video-recorded recital of music lasting approx. 8 
minutes or 12 minutes.  A Grade 5 standard of performance is regarded as the required 
minimum level of ability, and will allow candidates to access all of the available marks.  This 
area allows students to develop their performing skills and also provides them with the 
opportunity to critically analyse their own performance. 

 
Composing (25% or 35%) 
Students develop their creative composition skills further than at GCSE, composing music 
which is interesting and stimulating to listen to. They will learn about techniques such as 
modulation and extended use of instruments in order to facilitate this. Assessment is 50% 
composition to a brief and 50% free choice composition. 

 
Musical Understanding (40%) 
This area includes music theory and appreciation. Students will learn about the technical 
aspects of music and how music actually ‘works’ in the theory, and will also experience many 
different styles and types of music in the appreciation areas. They should be prepared to ‘open 
their minds’, allowing themselves to appreciate and critically evaluate music which they might 
otherwise have not experienced in the past. 

 
 
Students who continue their education to A level Music will develop their skills and knowledge to 
a high standard, which is approaching that of a degree. They will do this by further developments 
in the areas of performing, composing and musical understanding. 
 
Progression 
Students can find the benefit of Music in a wide range of occupations such as performance, 
composition, education, management and many others. 
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