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HEADTEACHER
WELCOME
I have great pleasure in welcoming you to Christleton
High School Sixth Form.
Christleton High School is an 11-18 Academy situated in
the picturesque village of Christleton on the outskirts of
Chester. Our Sixth Form attracts students from across
the county of Cheshire and we warmly welcome about
30-40 external applicants each year, complementing
the 140 students from our own Year 11.
We have a reputation for high standards with success
and we are proud of the achievements of our students,
past and present. Our Sixth Form students are role
models and we have high expectations of them. Life in
the Sixth Form has a different feel to life in the main
school. Whilst we do provide a lot of support, through
mentoring and our own unique 360 programme, we do
expect our students to take more responsibility for their
own learning, to show greater independence, resilience
and ability to manage their own study time. This blend
of support and responsibility provides the best possible
platform for the transition into university and working
life.
We provide a safe, caring and nurturing environment in
which we ensure that all students have opportunities
that are challenging and rewarding – and not just in the
classroom, we have a vibrant programme of extracurricular activities, ranging from Duke of Edinburgh, to
Young Enterprise, to the Urban Planning Challenge –
there is something for everyone.
We commit to ensure that Christleton Sixth Form
provides the best possible experience; academic, social
and cultural and that you will leave us fully prepared for
the next step in your career pathway.

Mr D P Jones |
Headteacher

Our staff are on hand to answer any
questions you may have and our
website
contains
a
wealth
of
information, including a virtual guide to
Sixth Form life. Deciding on the next
step of your educational journey is a
difficult one, I hope that you place your
trust in us.
Good luck and best wishes.
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HEAD OF SIXTH
FORM WELCOME
Making decisions about the next stage of your education is both
thrilling and thought provoking in equal measure. Thrilling in the
sense that you can now focus on those areas of study, which will
lead to enthusiasm and excellence. Thought provoking, because
you need to make an informed decision, which will open doors for
future success.
As a Sixth Form, we have ensured that we can offer a full
curriculum of A Level and BTEC courses. Thus, we can provide an
educational experience, which will make lessons interesting,
inspiring and enjoyable for everyone. Some of the subjects will be
entirely new to you, such as, Psychology, Sociology or Politics,
whilst others offer a natural progression from your current GCSEs.
All of the courses on offer at Christleton Sixth Form provide
pathways from GCSE to Sixth Form and beyond.
As young adults, with University or apprenticeships very much on
the horizon, you will need to embrace the freedom and
independence that life at Christleton brings. Equally, you must be
able to take charge of your own learning and embed the skills,
habits and attitudes, which are so important in any student’s
success. Step up, and take an active role in the life and
organisation of our Sixth Form and school. Your views and
contributions will continue to be highly valued through our School
Council and Leadership Teams. We will also actively seek to
enhance your personal skills, adding value to any CV or application,
by taking learning experiences outside of the classroom and into
the world of industry, culture and technology. You will also have
the chance to become real ambassadors for the school throughout
our own and the wider community.
The start of Year 12 is a hugely transformative stage of your
education. We have an expert post-16 team who work with all of
our students to ensure they receive a truly personalised learning
journey. This includes dedicated subject teachers, learning mentors
and the core Sixth Form team. We believe in developing each and
every student to be the best that they can be. Through a
combination of excellent teaching and enrichment opportunities
we aim to develop our students' enthusiasm and instil a culture
where “Grit as well as grades” becomes the norm. Students
challenge themselves, through the innovative 360 Futures
programme, resulting in ambitious aspirations being fulfilled.
Empowered young adults emerge through our unrivalled school
productions, sports teams, Duke of Edinburgh Award, and the
Model United Nations - there is an opportunity available either to be
joined or initiated.

Mr M Cosstick |
Head of Sixth
Form

Enrolment in the Sixth Form is a positive
act. Your choice should be based upon a
real desire to benefit from the courses
offered and the wealth of wider
opportunities. It is important not to make an
instinctive decision but to consider all of the
options and choices available to you. Do
talk to the subject staff. We all want you to
choose a combination of courses, which is
right for you and guarantees your future
success.

I hope to see you all in September.
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SIXTH
FORM
VIDEO
For our potential new Sixth Formers, we created an instructional welcome video
to give you an idea of life at Christleton High School.
We believe that our Sixth Form students are amongst the most successful in
Cheshire and we acknowledge the responsibility we have in helping them as
they set out in the latest stage in their educational development.
We passionately believe in the value of outstanding leadership and are
committed to challenging our students to develop their own leadership skills to
fulfil their own potential and be the very best they can be.
For more Information on Enrolment, click here.
To download the Enrolment form, click here.

Click here to watch the full video
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WCHRISTLETON
HY I CHOSE
SIXTH FORM

Below are testimonials from current and past Sixth
Formers as to why they chose Christleton Sixth Form.
Alice Watkinson
English Literature with French at Oxford University
”I knew what to expect: A quality learning
environment and a fun one too. The school is always
there for you. I know the teachers, I know how hard
they work and I know they will support me in
whatever I do."

Will Harrison

Footballer with Chester FC
"I came to Christleton because they have allowed me to
balance my studies alongside my sporting career. I have
been given a personalised timetable which allows me to get
to training and play fixtures away from home.
The support of the Sixth Form team and all my teachers
has been brilliant. There’s more to the Sixth Form here;
more than just great grades, they care too."
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WCHRISTLETON
HY I CHOSE
SIXTH FORM
Majeed Bawendi and Charlotte McConnell
Medicine at University
“I never even considered going to another Sixth Form
when I knew my grades were in such safe hands. Results
are so important and Christleton was the only place that I
trusted with my future” – Charlotte
“I came from another school and you simply weren’t
allowed to study 4 subjects and do an EPQ. Christleton
goes the “extra mile” to support its high achieving
students.” - Majeed

John Jessop

Mechanical Engineering at Imperial College London
“In some schools the so called minor subjects are seen
as second best, but at Christleton they are embraced
and championed by everyone. I looked elsewhere, but
kept coming back to the fact that Christleton was the
best place for me to be.
Why would I spend a year worrying about transport,
travel, making new friends and settling in elsewhere,
when I knew I would have a great time here”
8

WCHRISTLETON
HY I CHOSE
SIXTH FORM
Emily Page
Mechanical Engineering at Bath University
“I love the enthusiasm and passion displayed by all of my science
teachers. They show me every day what it takes to be a great scientist. We
are encouraged to make individual choices and to think deeply about our
futures.
I must have spoken to at least 4 or 5 different teachers, the careers advisor,
visiting speakers and our UCAS lead before making my mind up about an
Engineering degree. It’s the opportunities that made my mind up to come
here.
I was encouraged and supported to apply for the prestigious Arkwright
Scholarship and I am so pleased I was successful. It’s the flexibility and
personalised nature of the school that always makes me glad to have come
here."

Chumisa Dornford-May
RADA - Career as an actor, wants to go to Drama School
“I was nervous about moving from South Africa but from the very first
visit Christleton just felt right: lovely, welcoming and a real community.
The best thing about the Sixth Form is the mutual respect that you have
with the teachers. They treat you like an adult and as a result the depth
and interest in your subjects is much greater.
I had heard about the fantastic musical productions at Christleton and I
was thrilled to get the lead roles in this year’s productions of RENT and
Sister Act."
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WCHRISTLETON
HY I CHOSE
SIXTH FORM
Below are some videos of our current Sixth
Formers saying what they love about
Christleton Sixth Form.

Click here to view the video

Click here to view the video

Click here to view the video

Click here to view the video

Click here to view the video

Click here to view the video
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LCHRISTLETON
IFE AT
SIXTH FORM
Year 13 Student, Oliver Hynds, has produced a video
showcasing a typical 'Day In the Life' of a Sixth Former.
A big thank you to all the Sixth Formers who took part!
To download the Enrolment form, click here.

Click here to view the video.
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SIXTH
FORM
COURSES
Click the subject titles to view departmental videos

SUBJECT
PASSPORTS
Bitesized summaries of each subject available

Fine Art

Entry Requirements: A good pass
in GCSE Art; 5 other good passes at
GCSE level, including English.
Awarding Body: AQA.
Type: A Level.
Example Topics (non-exhaustive):
Developing ideas and techniques;
Refining skills; Presenting work.
Head of Department: Mrs R.
Pritchard.

Biology

Business (BTEC)

Business Studies

Entry Requirements: Grade 6 or
above in GCSE Trilogy or GCSE
Biology; Grade 5 or above in GCSE
Maths; Preferably grade 5 or above
in GCSE English.
Awarding Body: AQA.
Type: A Level.
Example Topics (non-exhaustive):
Cells; Biological Molecules; Genetics.
Head of Department: Mrs J. Parker.

Entry Requirements: Merit or
higher in GCSE Business, if not
studied consideration will be taken
from overall Sixth Form
requirements.
Awarding Body: Pearson.
Type: BTEC.
Example Topics (non-exhaustive):
Exploring Business; Marketing
Campaigns; Business Finance.
Head of Department: Mrs N. Farley.

Entry Requirements: Grade 5 or
above in GCSE Business Studies;
Preferably grade 5 or higher in GCSE
Maths.
Awarding Body: Edexcel.
Type: A Level.
Example Topics (non-exhaustive):
Marketing and People; Managing
Business; Global Business.
Head of Department: Mrs N. Farley.

Chemistry

Computer Science

D&T: Product Design

Entry Requirements: Grade 6 or
higher in GCSE Trilogy or GCSE
Chemistry; Grade 5 or higher in
GCSE Maths; Preferably Grade 5 or
higher in GCSE English Lanugage.
Awarding Body: AQA.
Type: A Level.
Example Topics (non-exhaustive):
Organic Chemistry; Practical Skills.
Head of Department: Mrs H.
Watson

Entry Requirements: Grade 5 or
higher in GCSE Computing;
Preferably grade 5 or higher in
Maths.
Awarding Body: OCR.
Type: A Level.
Example Topics (non-exhaustive):
Computer Systems; Algorithms and
Programming; Programming Project.
Head of Department: Mrs N. Farley.

Entry Requirements: Minimum
Grade 5 in a D&T related subject at
GCSE.
Awarding Body: AQA.
Type: A Level.
Example Topics (non-exhaustive):
Contemporary technologies,
materials and processes, as well as
established practices.
Head of Department: Mrs H. Kelly.
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SUBJECT
PASSPORTS
Bitesized summaries of each subject available

English Language

English Literature

French

Entry Requirements: A least 5
GCSEs at grade 4 or higher; Grade 5
or higher in GCSE English Language.
Awarding Body: AQA.
Type: A Level.
Example Topics (non-exhaustive):
Develop awareness of how language
is connected to society; How we
speak and write English has evolved.
Head of Department: Mr A.
Simpson.

Entry Requirements: A least 5
GCSEs at grade 4 or higher; Grade 5
or higher in GCSE English and/or
English Literature.
Awarding Body: AQA.
Type: A Level.
Example Topics (non-exhaustive):
Aspects of Comedy or Tragedy;
Elements of Crime or Political
Writing.
Head of Department: Mr A.
Simpson.
Contact:

Entry Requirements: Grade 6 or
higher in GCSE French; Higher paper
at GCSE must have been taken.
Awarding Body: AQA.
Type: A Level.
Example Topics (non-exhaustive):
Technological and Social Change;
Diversity and Benefits; Highlights of
French-Speaking Artistic Culture.
Head of Department: Mr R. Herd.

Further Maths

Geography

German

Entry Requirements: Grade 7 or
higher in GCSE Maths.
Awarding Body: Edexcel.
Type: A Level.
Example Topics (non-exhaustive):
Core Pure Mathematics one and
two; Further Statistics; Further
Mechanics.
Head of Department: Mr K. SewellDavies.

Entry Requirements: Grade 5 or
higher in GCSE Geography;
Preferably grade 5 or higher in GCSE
English.
Awarding Body: Edexcel.
Type: A Level.
Example Topics (non-exhaustive):
Dynamic Landscapes; Dynamic
Places; Fieldwork.
Head of Department: Mrs C. Stoker.

Entry Requirements: Grade 6 or
higher in GCSE German; Higher
paper at GCSE must have been
taken.
Awarding Body: AQA.
Type: A Level.
Example Topics (non-exhaustive):
Contemporary German Society,
Heritage and Culture; GermanSpeaking Artistic Culture.
Head of Department: Mr R. Herd.

Government and Politics

Health and Social Care

History

Entry Requirements: Grade 5 or
higher in GSCE History (or another
essay based subject); Preferably
grade 5 or higher in GCSE English.
Awarding Body: Edexcel.
Type: A Level.
Example Topics (non-exhaustive):
UK Politics; UK Government; US
Government and Politics.
Head of Department: Mrs J. O'Hare.

Entry Requirements: Merit or
higher in GCSE Health and Social
Care, if not studied consideration will
be taken from overall Sixth Form
requirements.
Awarding Body: Pearson.
Type: BTEC.
Example Topics (non-exhaustive):
Human Lifespan development.
Head of Department: Mr J.
Llewellyn.

Entry Requirements: At least 5
GCSEs at grade C or higher including
GCSE History; Preferably grade 5 or
higher in GCSE English.
Awarding Body: Edexcel.
Type: A Level.
Example Topics (non-exhaustive):
Rebellion and Disorder Under the
Tudors 1485-1603.
Head of Department: Mrs J. O'Hare.
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SUBJECT
PASSPORTS
Bitesized summaries of each subject available

ICT (BTEC)

Maths

Media Studies

Entry Requirements: Grade 4 or
higher in GCSE English and Maths.
Awarding Body: Pearson.
Type: BTEC.
Example Topics (non-exhaustive):
Information Technology Systems;
Creating Systems to Manage
Information; Using Social Media in
Business.
Head of Department: Mrs N. Farley.

Entry Requirements: Grade 6 or
higher in GCSE Maths.
Awarding Body: Edexcel.
Type: A Level.
Example Topics (non-exhaustive):
Pure Mathematics; Statistics;
Mechanics.
Head of Department: Mr K. SewellDavis.

Entry Requirements: Grade 5 or
higher in GCSE Media (if studied) or
grade 5 or higher in GCSE English.
Awarding Body: Eduqas.
Type: A Level.
Example Topics (non-exhaustive):
Media Products, Industries and
Audiences; Media Forms and
Products in Depth.
Head of Department: Mrs C. Cutler.

Music

Performing Arts (BTEC)

Entry Requirements: Grade 5 or
higher in Music or equivalent
experience; Grade 5 or higher in GCSE
Performance.
Awarding Body: OCR.
Type: A Level.
Example Topics (non-exhaustive):
Performing; Composing; Musical
Understanding.
Head of Department: Mr S. Phillips.

Entry Requirements: Grade 4 or higher
in GCSE Performing Arts or Drama or
equivalent.
Awarding Body: Pearson.
Type: BTEC.
Example Topics (non-exhaustive):
Investigating Practitioners' Work;
Developing Skills and Techniques for
Live Performance.
Head of Department: Mr S. Phillips.

Entry Requirements: Grade 5 or
higher in GCSE Photography or an Art
course; Demonstrate skills and interest
in photography; Preferably grade 5 or
higher in GCSE English.
Awarding Body: AQA.
Type: A Level.
Example Topics (non-exhaustive):
Developing Ideas; Refining; Recording.
Head of Department: Mrs R. Pritchard.

Physics

Psychology

Religious Studies

Entry Requirements: Grade 6 or
higher in GCSE Trilogy or Physics;
Grade 5 or higher in GCSE Maths;
Preferably grade 5 or higher in GCSE
English.
Awarding Body: AQA.
Type: A Level.
Example Topics (non-exhaustive):
Measurements; Particles; Radiation.
Head of Department: Mrs D.
Roberts.

Entry Requirements: Grade 5 or
higher in GCSE Science; Preferably
grade 5 or higher in GCSE Maths.
Awarding Body: AQA.
Type: A Level.
Example Topics (non-exhaustive):
Phobias; Research Methods;
Attachment; Biopsychology;
Approaches to Psychology.
Head of Department: Mr J.
Llewellyn.

Entry Requirements: Grade 5 or
higher in GCSE English; Preferably
grade 5 or higher in GCSE Religious
Studies (if taken).
Awarding Body: Eduqas.
Type: A Level.
Example Topics (non-exhaustive):
Ethics; Philosophy; Christianity.
Head of Department: Mrs S. Lister,
Miss R. Binyon, Ms L. Hayden.

Photography
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SUBJECT
PASSPORTS
Bitesized summaries of each subject available

Sociology
Entry Requirements: Grade 5 or
higher in an essay based GCSE
subject; Preferably grade 5 or higher
in GCSE English.
Awarding Body: OCR.
Type: A Level.
Example Topics (non-exhaustive):
Socialisation and Identity; Debates in
Contemporary Society.
Head of Department: Mr J.
Llewellyn.

Spanish

Sport Studies (BTEC)

Entry Requirements: Grade 6 or
higher in GCSE Spanish; Higher
paper at GCSE must have been
taken.
Awarding Body: AQA.
Type: A-Level.
Example Topics (non-exhaustive):
Contemporary Spanish Society,
Heritage and Culture; SpanishSpeaking Artistic Culture.
Head of Department: Mr R. Herd.

Entry Requirements: Grade 4 or
higher in GCSE PE (if studied); A
strong commitment to PE/Sport in
KS4.
Awarding Body: Pearson.
Type: BTEC.
Example Topics (non-exhaustive):
Anatomy and Physiology; Sports
Psychology.
Head of Department: Mrs E.
Stewart.
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Fine Art
Head of Department: Mrs R Pritchard
Subject Teachers: Mrs A Bolam, Mr M Hornby, Miss K Sykes
Awarding Body: AQA

Course Description
In this subject, A Level students must determine their own
themed personal investigation in conjunction with their
teachers; this theme will then be divided into relevant subtopics of value to the 4 assessment objectives.
The course has four main features:
Developing ideas: This means formulating thoughts
and combining ideas, techniques, insights, views and
concepts to take work in your particular, personal
direction. In this way, you can tailor your Art course to
your own interests and strengths.
Refining: This includes experimenting with techniques,
methods, media and materials and selecting and
improving those that will be most appropriate to your
own work.
Recording information: This is making a record of
what you have seen or imagined and can be done in
many forms e.g. drawing, painting, sculpture, digital
processes, relief and mixed-media. Students can
develop existing experience and/or investigate new
ways of working.
Presenting a personal response or final outcome:
This is all about making your own final, well-practised
and polished drawings, paintings, sculptures or mixedmedia pieces, and a portfolio of artwork that makes
sense to a viewer.
Home Learning and independent preparatory work are
fundamental to success in Sixth Form Art. To this end,
students are expected to work in the Art Department
between timetabled lessons and initiative is essential. With
the support of staff, those who take this course can
discover, develop and exploit their particular artistic abilities
in a variety of media and take pride in the exhibition of their
work.

Entry Requirements
Students are welcome to study Fine Art in the Sixth Form if
they have achieved a good pass in a GCSE Art course, and
have a total of at least 5 good passes at GCSE, preferably
including English. During the course, independent gallery visits
are recommended for all candidates. Students can also apply to
join the County‘s Italian Art Tour for talented young artists and
participate in a school-led residential visit when one is offered.

Progression
Fine Art is an exciting and enriching subject and is ideal
for Sixth Formers who wish to pursue a career in the
creative industries, teaching, architecture and art
therapy as well as those who simply wish to broaden
their post-16 education. Former A Level Art students
have gone on to study Art Foundation and also degrees
in Fine Art, Fashion, Product Design, Graphics, Art &
Design and Architecture. Some former students have
gone on to win prestigious prizes and awards.
Careers in the creative industries include museum and
gallery curation, the media, graphic design, fashion
design and fashion photography, medical illustration,
publishing, advertising, video game design, software
design, commercial photography, TV film and lighting
crew, art historian, art technician, forensic portrait maker,
art dealer, shoe designer, landscape architect, public
sculptor, street furniture designer, theatrical costumer
maker, set designer, jewellery designer, architect’s model
maker, interior designer, personal shopper, costume
restorer, fashion buyer, vintage fashion designer,
garment technologist, special effects make-up artist and
many, many more...
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Biolofy
Head of Department: Mrs J Parker
Subject Teachers: Ms R Robinson, Ms L Maguire
Awarding Body: AQA 7401/7402

Entry Requirements
Students who have successfully completed GCSE Science Trilogy (double award combined science) in Key Stage 4 at the
Higher Level or GCSE Biology as a separate subject will have received sufficient grounding in Biology to enable them to
study AS/A level Biology. Applied Science or BTEC courses do NOT provide adequate preparation. Certain aspects are
normally required by students if they are to cope with the demands of Biology at this level:
At least a grade 6 in GCSE Science Trilogy or in GCSE Biology.
At least a grade 5+ in GCSE Mathematics. It is important that students intending to study Biology should feel confident
that they can handle the mathematical aspects of the course. The mathematical demand of the new course is 10%.
Preferably a grade 5+ in GCSE English Language.

Course Description
Biology is the scientific study of life. It encompasses the investigation
of living organisms and life processes from the molecular, through
cells and individuals to populations and whole communities of
organisms.

AS and First Year of A Level
Topic 1 – Biological molecules
Topic 2 – Cells
Topic 3 - Organisms exchange substances with their environment
Topic 4 - Genetic information, variation and relationships between
organisms

Second Year of A Level Course
Topic 5 – Energy transfers in and between organisms
Topic 6 - Organisms respond to changes in their internal and external
environments
Topic 7- Genetics, populations, evolution and ecosystems
Topic 8 - The control of gene expression

Progression
Biology A Level will give you the skills to make connections and
associations with all living things around you. Biology literally
means the study of life and if that is not important, what is? Being
such a broad topic, you will find a specific area of interest and
Biology is a facilitating subject for the Russell Group universities.
Studying A Level Biology at university opens the door to a wide
range of interesting career options, including medicine (essential
for half the medical schools), clinical molecular geneticist, nature
conservation officer, pharmacologist, research scientist, vet,
secondary school teacher, marine biologist, dentist.

Scheme of Assessment:
AS Level
Paper 1 (1 hour 30 mins) topics 1-4 50% of AS
Paper 2 (1 hour 30 mins) topics 1-4 50% of AS
A2 Level
Paper 1 (2 hours) topics 1-4 35% of A Level
Paper 2 (2 hours) topics 5-8 35% of A Level
Paper 3 (2 hours) topics 1-8 30% of A Level

The Practical Component
Throughout the course you will carry out practical
activities including: using microscopes to see cell
division, dissection of animal or plant systems,
aseptic technique to study microbial growth,
investigating activity within cells, investigating
animal behaviours, investigating distributions of
species in the environment.
These practicals will give you the skills and
confidence needed to investigate the way living
things behave and work. It will also ensure that if
you choose to study a Biology-based subject at
university, you will have the practical skills needed
to carry out successful experiments in your degree.
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Business BTEC
Head of Department: Mrs N Farley
Subject Teachers: Mrs E John, Miss Hearst
Awarding Body: Pearson

The Course

Entry Requirements
If BTEC Business was studied at GCSE level,
a ‘Merit’ is essential; if not, students will be
considered if they have met the overall
entry requirements for Sixth Form.

Pearson BTEC Level 3 National Extended Certificate (equivalent of one A Level)
which takes a multidisciplinary approach, encouraging development of different
methods of enquiry, for those who are interested in learning about the business
sector with a more practical approach. You will apply your experiences to
practical assessments in the form of internally assessed assignments and
externally assessed tasks and written exams, a great alternative if you prefer
coursework to tests. If you are interested in learning about the purposes of
different businesses, their structure, the effect of the external environment, and
how businesses need to be dynamic and innovative to survive this could be the
course for you. If you are a budding Alan Sugar, it will help you understand the
key ingredients to be a successful entrepreneur.

Course Content
Candidates will study the following:
Unit 1: Exploring Business
Unit 2: Developing a Marketing Campaign
Unit 3: Personal and Business Finance
Unit 27: Work Experience in Business

Assessment
Unit 3

Unit 1

Personal and Business Finance
You will study the purpose and importance of
personal and business finance. You will develop the
skills and knowledge needed to understand, analyse
and prepare financial information. This unit includes
aspects of both personal and business finance.
Personal finance involves the understanding of why
money is important and how managing your money
can help prevent future financial difficulties. It is vital
you understand the financial decisions you will need
to take throughout your life and how risk can affect
you and your choices.

Exploring Business
In this unit, you will gain an overview of the key
ingredients for business success, how businesses are
organised,
how
they
communicate,
the
characteristics of the environment in which they
operate, and how this shapes them and their
activities. You will also look at the importance of
innovation and enterprise to the success and survival
of businesses, with the associated risks and benefits.
You will investigate the purposes of different
businesses, their structure, the effect of the external
environment, and how they need to be dynamic and
innovative to survive.

External
Exam:
2 hours

Unit 2

25% Weighting

Internal
Assignment

Unit 27

33% Weighting

Developing a Marketing Campaign
This is a written task where you will receive a case
study two weeks before the assessment period in
order to carry out research to prepare and plan a
marketing campaign. You will gain skills relating to,
and an understanding of, how a marketing campaign
is developed. Marketing is a dynamic field central to
the success of any business. You will gain an
understanding of how a marketing campaign is
developed. You will explore different stages of the
process that a business goes through when
developing its campaign and develop your own
campaign for a given product/service.

Work Experience in Business
You will investigate the benefits of work experience in
business and reflect on your own practical workplace
skills by completing forty hours of appropriate work
experience. This unit gives you first-hand practical
experience and the chance to see what a variety of
different jobs are really like, including some you may
never have considered. Work experience is highly
valued by employers for a variety of careers in the
business sector, not only will you learn but have the
opportunity to develop and refine key competencies
needed for employability, such as self-management,
team working, problem-solving and communication
skills.

External
Synoptic:
Assessment 6
hours Research
3 hours - write
up

25% Weighting

Internal
Assignment
17% Weighting

Progression

All units in this course offer a balance of breadth and depth of business theory and development of practical employability
skills that are relevant to local employment needs and required for successful progression to Higher Education. The
qualification carries UCAS points and is recognised by higher education providers and is a great route for those wishing to
progress to apprenticeships or employment. Previous students have progressed onto higher education courses such as
Business Management, Business Administration, Accountancy and Finance, Human Resource Management, Marketing,
Retail Management, Tourism Management and International Business.
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Business Studies
Head of Department: Mrs N Farley
Teacher Contact: Mrs N Farley, Mrs E John, Miss Hearst, Mr D Jones
Awarding Body: Edexcel
Course Description
Throughout Year 12 students are introduced to Business in
Themes 1 and 2 through building knowledge of core
business concepts and applying them to business contexts
to develop a broad understanding of how businesses
work. The specific topics consists of:

Theme 1: Marketing and
People. Students will develop
an understanding of:
meeting customer needs
the market
marketing mix and
strategy
managing people
entrepreneurs and
leaders

Theme 2: Managing Business
Activities. Students will
develop an understanding of:
raising finance
financial planning
managing finance
resource management
external influences.

Course Description
In Year 13, the A2 focuses on breadth and depth of knowledge
and understanding, with applications to a wider range of
contexts and more complex business information. These are
developed in Themes 3 and 4, requiring students to take a
more strategic view of business opportunities and issues.
Students are encouraged to use an enquiring, critical and
thoughtful approach to the study of business, to understand
that business behaviour can be studied from a range of
perspectives and to challenge assumptions.
Theme 3: Business Decisions
and Strategy. This theme
develops the concepts
introduced in Theme 2.
Students will develop an
understanding of:
business objectives and
strategy
business growth
decision-making
techniques
influences on business
decisions
assessing competitiveness
managing change

Theme 4: Global Business.
This theme develops the
concepts introduced
in Theme 2. Students will
develop an understanding of:
globalisation
global markets and
business
expansion
global marketing
global industries and
companies (multinational
corporations)

Progression
Students will apply their knowledge and understanding to
real-life business contexts and real case studies
throughout this course. You will develop key transferable
skills that support higher education study and the
transition
to
employment,
including
numeracy,
communication, an understanding of the business
environment and commercial awareness.

Entry Requirements
GCSE Grade 5 in Business Studies and
preferably a Grade 5 in Maths.

In the current economic climate, business is never out of
the news, with some very famous brands having struggled
with the financial consequences of the credit crunch. The
world of business has a huge impact on our everyday lives.
We come into contact with some form of business every
single day, whether it’s buying a pizza, using a telephone or
posting a letter.
There are many aspects to running a business and the
Business Studies course aims to familiarise you with many
of them. If you are interested in marketing, production,
accounts, personnel issues or any of the themes listed
above, then A Level Business Studies is for you. Business
Studies opens the door to so many job opportunities it is not
surprising that it is one of the most popular subjects in the
country. Many students recognise the head start that
Business Studies can give them in a highly competitive job
market. Lessons are delivered through a variety of methods
with a strong focus on developing key employability skills
and opportunities to participate and apply theory to various
business experiences. Examples of activities are Young
Enterprise (running your own Private Limited Company),
Stock Exchange Challenge, ICAEW Base Accountance
competition and Urban Project Completion.
Assessment:
Paper 1
Marketing, People and Global
Businesses
100 marks, 2 hours
35% of qualification
Mixture of data response
questions & extended openresponse question

Paper 2
Business Activities,
Decisions and
Strategy
100 marks, 2 hours
35% of qualification

Paper 3
Investigating Business in a Competitive Environment
Questions drawn from all themes – synoptic paper
100 marks, 2 hours
30% of qualification
Pre-released context to investigate an industry/market
Mixture of data response questions & extended openresponse question
Previous students have progressed onto higher education
courses
such
as
Business
Management,
Business
Administration, Accountancy and Finance, Human Resource
Management, Marketing, Retail Management, Tourism
Management and International Business.
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Chemistry
Head of Chemistry: Mrs H Watson
Subject Teachers: Mr D Miller, Mr R Burns
Awarding Body: AQA

Chemistry is about the very essence of life, the quality
of life and its continuous improvement.
Entry Requirements
Students who have successfully completed GCSE Science Trilogy (double award combined science) in Key Stage 4 at the
Higher Level or GCSE Chemistry as a separate subject will have received sufficient grounding in Chemistry to enable them to
study AS/A Level Chemistry. Applied Science or BTEC courses do NOT provide adequate preparation. Certain aspects are
normally required by students if they are to cope with the demands of Chemistry at this level. Students require:
At least a Grade 6 in GCSE Science Trilogy or in GCSE Chemistry.
At least a Grade 5+ in GCSE Mathematics (higher preferred). The mathematical demand of the new course has been
increased and students must be confident that they can handle the mathematical component (20%) of A Level Chemistry
particularly algebra, trigonometry and graphical work.
Preferably a 5+ in GCSE English Language.
It is advantageous but not essential for students to study A Level Mathematics. Students not taking Mathematics should
take the new Level 3 Mathematical Skills (Core Maths) course to develop their mathematical skills

Course Description: AQA Chemistry 7404/7405 (From
September 2015)
The syllabus’ aim is to inspire students, nurture their
passion for chemistry and lay the groundwork for further
study. Practical work is at the heart of the specification.
Chemistry students develop many transferable skills
such as logical thinking, problem solving, team working
and excellent practical skills through plenty of hands-on
experiences ranging from discussions, practical and
problem solving activities.
A Level Chemistry is a two year course with exams at the end.
First year of A Level: Physical chemistry, Inorganic chemistry and
Organic chemistry with their corresponding practical skills (6
compulsory practicals)
Second year of A Level: Physical chemistry, Inorganic chemistry and
Organic chemistry with their corresponding practical skills (further 6
compulsory practicals)

A level Assessment: Three 2 hour papers.
Paper 1: Physical Chemistry and Inorganic Chemistry with their
corresponding practical skills.
Paper 2: Physical Chemistry and Organic Chemistry with their
corresponding practical skills.
Both with 105 marks from multiple-choice, short and long answer
questions.
Paper 3: Any content and practical skills from either year with 40
marks on practical techniques and data analysis, 20 marks of
questions testing across the specification and 30 marks of multiple
choice questions.

Progression
A Level Chemistry is essential in order to study
Chemistry, Chemical Engineering, Medicine,
Dentistry or Veterinary Science at University. It
is desirable if you wish to study Medical,
Biological, Agricultural, Food or Geological
Sciences and for some Engineering courses.
Major
employers
of
Chemists
include
pharmaceutical
companies,
agrochemical
companies,
oil
companies,
makers
of
detergents, paints, dyes, cosmetics, textiles,
perfumes and fragrances. Opportunities are
also available to work in government,
journalism, the health services, museums,
accountancy and law.
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Computer Science
Head of Department: Mrs N Farley
Subject Teachers: Mr B McDonnell, Mrs Lawson
Entry Requirements: GCSE Grade 5 in Computing and preferably a Grade 5 or higher in Maths.
Awarding Body: OCR

Course Description
Students must take all three components to be
awarded the OCR A Level in Computer Science.

Computer Systems
The internal workings of the (CPU),
data exchange, software
development, data types and legal
and ethical issues. Calculators not
allowed.

140 marks
2 hours 30 mins

40% weighting

Students who study Computer Science will be logical
and will enjoy problem solving. They will be
independent learners who are comfortable with
numbers and interested in how computers process
data and information, how calculations are carried out,
and how data is transmitted.

They will build on their knowledge of programming
and will be able to experience the process of building
a software application from scratch using a range of
different programming techniques and languages

Progression
Many students who study computing go on
to study this at university, however, A Level
Computer Science is not normally a
requirement for this. The subject develops
good problem solving and logical thinking
skills which can be applied to many
different areas, and the subject is well
regarded by universities for this reason.

Algorithms and
programming
Using computational thinking to
solve problems. Calculators not
allowed.

Programming Project

Non-exam assessment.
Students will be expected to analyse a
problem (10 marks), and design (15 marks),
develop and test (25 marks), and evaluate
and document (20 marks) a program. The
program must be to solve it, written in a
suitable programming language

140 marks
2 hours 30 mins

40% weighting

30 marks

20% weighting

Students do not need to have studied
Computing at GCSE although if they haven’t
they should have had some exposure to
programming.
Students new to the subject will have extra
work to do to bring them up to the standard of
programming attained by those who previously
studied computing. Students who study
computing typically will also be taking Maths
and/or Science based subjects, and it suits
logical students who enjoy studying how
systems work and are comfortable with
mathematics.
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Design and Technology
Product Design
Head of Department: Mrs Kelly
Subject Teachers: Mrs Stewart, Mr Prouse, Mrs Hillier, Mrs Kelly
Awarding Body: AQA
Entry requirements: GCSE grade 5 in a D&T course and
PREFERABLY a grade 5 or above in English and maths.

“Design is in everything we make, but it’s also
between those things. It’s a mix of craft, science,
storytelling, propaganda, and philosophy.” - Erik
Adigard

Course Description
This creative and thought provoking qualification will give
you the practical skills, theoretical knowledge and
confidence to succeed in a number of careers, especially
those in the creative and engineering industries. You will
learn about contemporary technologies, materials and
processes, as well as established practices. This
qualification places emphasis on understanding and
applying iterative design processes. You will use your
creativity and imagination to design and make prototypes
that solve real and relevant problems, considering your
own and others’ needs, wants and values. You will
investigate historical, social, cultural, environmental and
economic influences on design and technology. You will
develop your knowledge of a wide variety of materials
and manufacturing processes relating to every day
products

Structure
The course is assessed in the following ways:
Paper 1 – Core designing and technical principles (2.5 hours
30% of A-level)
Paper 2 – Specialist knowledge, technical and designing
and making principles (1.5 hours 20% of A-level)
Non Examined Assessment – a substantial design and
make task producing both a design folder and physical
prototype (45 hours 50% of A-level)

Progression
Product Design, Architecture, Furniture
Design, Art & Design, Automotive Engineering,
Interior Design, Land Based Engineering,
Mechanical Engineering and Aerospace
Engineering.

Product Design would be complementary to
Art & Design, Mathematics, Physics, Business
Studies, Chemistry, Biology and contrasting to
English, History, Geography and Modern
Languages.
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English Language
Head of Department: Mr A Simpson
Head of Subject: Ms S Kippax
Awarding Body: AQA

“Language tethers us to the world; without it
we spin like atoms” - Penelope Lively

Course Description
You will develop a clearer understanding of the
English language – which is one of the most
widely spoken languages in the world today –
by studying its structures and functions, its
developments and variations. You will also
develop awareness of how language is
connected with other aspects of society,
through technology, power and culture.
You will consider how we learn to speak and
write and how language has changed over the
centuries and continues to change and create
new words.

You will learn how to collect language data and
how to analyse, interpret and evaluate it.
The A Level qualification is a two year course
which consists of two examinations and two
pieces of coursework. In Paper One you are
examined on your ability to analyse texts in
detail and your understanding of how children
acquire language. In Paper Two you are
examined on your understanding of language
diversity, language change over time, attitudes
towards language use, your ability to write an
article offering an opinion about language use.
You will complete a Language Investigation of
your choice and a piece of original writing,
again of your choice, as coursework. All the
components are examined in the final year of
the course.

Entry Requirements
We invite you to study English at A Level if you
have at least 5 GCSEs at Grade 4 and above and a
good pass at Grade 5 in English Language GCSE.
Your previous teacher’s recommendation will play
an important part in your acceptance.
Our main requirements are enthusiasm, cooperation,
participation,
preparation
and
dedication. English is a challenging option; ability
and commitment are essential for success. The
courses offered are Advanced Level English
Language and Advanced Level English
Literature. It is possible to study both of these
subjects at the same time if you wish. Students
of each subject will be taught by a team of two or
more teachers so that a variety of viewpoints and
approaches is presented.

Progression
The study of English Language combines
well with many other subjects and is a good
basis for careers in Education, Media,
Journalism, Law, Business and many others.
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English
Literature
Head of Department: Mr A Simpson
Head of Subject: Ms S Kippax
Awarding Body: AQA

Entry Requirements
We invite you to study English Literature at A Level if you
have at least 5 GCSEs at Grade 4 and above and
preferably a good pass at Grade 5 English and/or English
Literature
GCSE.
Your
previous
teacher’s
recommendation will play an important part in your
acceptance.

Course Description
The A level qualification is a two year course
which has three components: 1. Aspects of
Comedy or Tragedy, 2. Elements of Crime or
Political and Protest Writing, and 3.
Coursework. All three components are
examined in the final year of the course.
In Paper 1 you will study three texts: one
Shakespeare text, a second drama text, and
one further text, of which one must be written
pre-1900. You will be assessed by a two and a
half hour written examination which will include
one passage-based question on a set
Shakespeare text, one essay question based on
the same text and one essay question linking
the other two texts.
In Paper 2 you will study three texts: one post2000 prose text, one poetry text, and one
further text, one of which must be written pre1900. The three hour written examination will
include one compulsory question on an unseen
passage, one essay question on a set text and
one essay question which connects two texts.
Coursework consists of the study of two texts:
one poetry and one prose text, informed by
study of a Critical Anthology.

Our main requirements are enthusiasm, co-operation,
participation, preparation and dedication. English is a
challenging option: ability and commitment are essential for
success

The courses offered are Advanced Level English Language
and Advanced Level English Literature. It is possible to
study both of these subjects at the same time if you wish.
Students of each subject will be taught by a team of two or
more teachers so that a variety of viewpoints and
approaches is presented.

You will gain most from studying English
Literature if:
You love reading and sharing ideas about what
you’ve read.
You enjoy discussion and developing a line of
argument.
You like to evaluate the ideas of others.
You enjoy the experience that only literature can
give you of seeing and understanding the world
through another person’s viewpoint and
emotional responses.
You value the fact that to study literature is to
study both what and how it is to be human.
You are aware of the many valuable transferable
skills you will develop in analysis, clarity of
expression
and
thought,
communication,
empathy, organisation and presentation.

Progression
The study of English Literature combines well
with many other subjects and is a good basis
for careers in Education, Media, Journalism,
Law, Business and many others.
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French
Head of Department: Mr R Herd
Subject Teachers: Mr R Herd, Mrs J Jones, Mrs C Jones, Mr M Wood
Awarding Body: AQA
Entry Requirements: GCSE Grade 6 in French. You must have taken the higher
paper at GCSE.

Course Description
If you like the idea of taking a language further, then Alevel French is for you. A-level French is a two-year
Advanced Level course and is an excellent opportunity
for students to gain an additional qualification beyond
GCSE. The aim of the A-level course is to provide a
coherent, satisfying and worthwhile course of study,
which will develop a deep interest in and an enthusiasm
for language learning. It provides the opportunity to
communicate effectively in an increasingly accessible
global context, as well as to develop an awareness and
understanding of contemporary society, heritage,
literature and cultural background.
You will study technological and social change, looking
at diversity and the benefits it brings. You will also study
highlights of French-speaking artistic culture, including
francophone music, cinema and literature, and learn
about political engagement and who wields political
power in the French-speaking world. You will explore
the influence of the past on present-day Frenchspeaking communities. Throughout your studies, you will
learn the language in the context of French-speaking
countries and the issues and influences which have
shaped them.
Finally, you will employ critical analysis and thinking skills
in the study of literary texts and film as well as having
the opportunity to carry out independent research in an
area of your choice. Assessment tasks will be varied and
encompass listening, speaking, reading and writing skills
to be executed in the summer of Year 13.

Progression
Many universities offer the opportunity to
study French in conjunction with a wide
variety of other subjects such as other
languages, Law, Chemistry and Media.
Students can also use French in a wide
range of occupations such as translation,
management, commerce, education, in the
EU, tourism and resource management, to
name just a few. French is a facilitating
subject for university entry.
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Further
Mathematics
Entry Requirements
This course is suitable for students who have achieved at least a Grade
7 at GCSE Mathematics. A Level Mathematics should have been
chosen.

Head of Department: Mr K Sewell-Davies
Subject Teachers: Ms K Pitchford, Mr K
Sewell-Davies, Mrs R Day, Mrs N Roberts
Awarding Body: Edexcel

Course Description
Students taking Further Mathematics overwhelmingly find it
to be an enjoyable, rewarding, stimulating and empowering
experience. It is a challenging qualification, which both
extends and deepens your knowledge and understanding
beyond the standard A Level Mathematics. Students who
do it often say it is their favourite subject. For someone who
enjoys mathematics, it provides a challenge and a chance
to explore new and/or more sophisticated mathematical
concepts. As well as learning areas of pure mathematics
you will study further applications of mathematics in
mechanics and statistics. It makes the transition from Sixth
Form to university courses, which are mathematically rich,
that much easier as more of the first year course content
will be familiar.
You will follow a programme of study covering 50% Core
Pure Maths content, with 25% Statistics and 25%
Mechanics.
Core Pure: The Further Pure Mathematics content
takes you into the field of abstract concepts and
challenges your perception of what is mathematically
possible.
Statistics: Many of the techniques in this module are
used in sciences and social sciences. In today's society
we are bombarded with information and this unit will
give you useful tools for looking at this information
critically and efficiently.
Mechanics: This module is concerned with many
everyday situations, e.g. collisions of objects, using
energy and impulse, the stresses in bridges, the motion
of the Earth around the Sun.

How Will You Be Assessed?
If you choose to study AS Further Mathematics, you will sit
two exams.
Paper 1: Core Pure Mathematics (1 hour 40 minutes) 80
marks
Paper 2: Further Statistics and Mechanics (1 hour 40
minutes) 80 marks
If you complete the full A Level Mathematics course you will
sit four exams at the end of the course:
Paper 1: Core Pure Mathematics 1 (1 hour 30 minutes)
75 marks
Paper 2: Core Pure Mathematics 2 (1 hour 30 minutes)
75 marks
Paper 3: Further Statistics (1 hour 30 minutes) 75 marks
Paper 4: Further Mechanics (1 hour 30 minutes) 75
marks

What Can I Do After the Course?
If you are planning to take a degree such as Engineering,
Sciences, Computing, Finance, Economics, etc., or perhaps
Mathematics itself, you will benefit enormously from taking
Further Mathematics, at least to AS level. Further
Mathematics introduces new topics such as matrices and
complex numbers that are vital in many STEM degrees.
Students who have studied Further Mathematics find the
transition to such degrees far more straightforward.

Progression
Further Mathematics qualifications are highly regarded and
are warmly welcomed by universities. Students who take
Further Mathematics are really demonstrating a strong
commitment to their studies, as well as learning
mathematics that is very useful for any mathematically rich
26
degree.

Geography
Head of Department: Mrs C Stoker
Subject Teachers: Mrs R Harding, Mr A Francis, Mrs L Sweet, Mrs C Stoker, Miss H
Anderson, Mr K Smith
Awarding Body: Edexcel

What Will I Learn?

Entry Requirements
GCSE Grade 5 in Geography and preferably a Grade 5 in English.
Students who have not taken Geography at GCSE will be
considered, but must discuss this with Mrs Stoker, Head of
Department, first.

Over the course you will focus on a range of Human and
Physical Topics

Why take Geography?

Physical topics include: Dynamic Landscapes such as
tectonics and natural hazards and coasts and the
importance of coastal management. Physical systems, such
as energy, and how sustainability can shape our future.

The world we live in is changing. Geography allows you to
see why and how it is changing. Taking the subject can
enhance communication skills, literacy and numeracy, ICT,
spatial awareness, team work, problem solving and
environmental awareness.

Human topics include: Dynamic Places such as the impact
of globalisation and international development, how our
local geography is impacted by migration, and the
Geopolitics of our world.

Progression

Fieldwork: Independent investigation and learning outside
of the classroom is an essential part of the course. You will
complete 4 days compulsory fieldwork, looking at both our
human and physical environment, and complete an
independent investigation into your own area of interest.

What do I need to now, or be able
to do, to take this Course?
You will benefit from having an interest in the world around
you, be it curiosity about how a landscape has formed, or
an interest in how a community might be affected by a
trans–national corporation.

Will I Do Any Field Work?
The skills and knowledge gained from a field visit are
invaluable. 4 days of compulsory field work visits take place
in a variety of locations to help you understand both
physical and human topics, to equip you to create your own
independent investigation and to further develop
collaboration and teamwork.

Students who study Geography can consider careers in
management, commerce, education, heritage, tourism,
resource management and much more. Geography is a
facilitating subject, which means it is a highly regarded
subject at university as it teaches skills such as
collaboration, research and analysis and time management.

Is This the Right Subject for You?
The subject will appeal to you if:
You are curious about the world’s places, peoples and
environments.
You like asking questions and finding answers.
You are interested in local, regional and global issues.
You have the ability to think independently but also
work as a team member.
You wish to explore human, physical and environmental
geographical relationships.
Interested? Then speak with a teacher of Geography.
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German
Head of Department: Mr R Herd
Subject Teachers: Mrs C Jones, Mrs A O’Malley, Mr S Hodkinson
Awarding Body: AQA

Entry Requirements
GCSE Grade 6 in German. You must have taken the higher paper
at GCSE.

Course Description
If you like the idea of taking a language further,
then A Level German is for you. A Level German
is a two-year Advanced Level course and is an
excellent opportunity for students to gain an
additional qualification beyond GCSE. The aim of
the A Level course is to provide a coherent,
satisfying and worthwhile course of study, which
will forge a deep interest in and an enthusiasm
for language learning. It provides the opportunity
to
communicate
effectively
within
an
increasingly European context, as well as to
develop an awareness and understanding of
contemporary society, heritage and cultural
background.
You will study technological and social change,
looking at diversity and the benefits it brings.
You will also study highlights of Germanspeaking artistic culture, including francophone
music and cinema, and learn about political
engagement and who wields political power in
the German-speaking world. You will explore the
influence of the past on present-day Germanspeaking communities.

Finally, you will employ critical analysis and thinking
skills in the study of literary texts and film as well as
having the opportunity to carry out independent
research in an area of your choice. Assessment
tasks will be varied and encompass listening,
speaking, reading and writing skills to be executed in
the summer of Year 13.
Throughout your studies, you will learn the language
in the context of German-speaking countries and the
issues and influences which have shaped them.

Progression
Many universities offer the opportunity to
study German in conjunction with a wide
variety of other subjects such as Law,
Chemistry and Media. Students can also use
German in a wide range of occupations such
as translation, management, commerce,
education, in the EU, tourism, resource
management and many others. German is a
facilitating subject for university entry.
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Government
and Politics
Head of Department: Mrs O’Hare
Subject Teachers: Mr Rose (subject leader), Mr Cosstick, Miss Olijnk, Ms
Allen
Awarding Body: Edexcel
Entry Requirements: GCSE Grade 5 in History or essay based subject, and
preferably a Grade 5 in English.

Students must have a willingness to follow
national and global political events via the
press, TV, radio and Internet. The course
involves a visit to Parliament and in some
years, an optional study tour of Washington
DC. There will also be opportunities to attend
conferences that address key political issues
and hear well-known speakers. A range of
debate competitions are also offered to
students regularly and we have had some
very successful teams in the past!

Why study Government & Politics?
How we govern ourselves and political issues
affect everyone, and in a world changing
evermore rapidly, an understanding of
politics is invaluable. Politics is about the
study of power and, in a democracy, this
should lie with the people. You will discover
how much power people really have and you
may be surprised by what you uncover! The
main aim of the course is to develop
awareness of the nature of politics and the
relationship
between
political
ideas,
institutions and processes, with particular
reference to the political systems of the UK
and the USA.

Course Description
The syllabus consists of four topics studied
over a two year period.
Topics studied:
1. UK Politics – Democracy and Political
Participation, Political Parties, Electoral
Systems, Voting Behaviour and the Media.
2. UK Government – Constitution,
Parliament, PM and Government, relations
between the branches.
3. US Government and Politics –
Constitution,
Congress,
Presidency,
Supreme
Court,
Democracy
and
Participation, Civil Rights.
4. Political Ideologies – Liberalism,
Conservatism, Socialism, Feminism.
The subject is taught over ten one-hour
lessons per fortnight and assessment is by
examination only.

Progression
An A Level in Politics is a highly
regarded subject at University and
can lead to careers in Business, Law,
Politics, Media, Teaching, Diplomacy
and Journalism, to name but a few.
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Health and
Social Care
Subject Leader: Mr J Llewellyn
Teachers: Ms S St Clair and Mrs West
Awarding Body: Pearson
Entry Requirements: If Health and Social Care was studied at GCSE level, a ‘merit’
Grade is essential. If not, students will be considered if they have met the overall
entry requirements.
Course Description
Pearson BTEC Level 3 National Extended Certificate (equivalent of one
A Level) in Health and Social Care has a broad subject area, and is
essential for those students looking towards a career working with
people.
The course includes units that explore human lifespan and
development from infancy to later adulthood. It explores what it would
be like to work in the Health and Social Care sector and offers a variety
of experiences, including hands-on, in the skills needed to succeed
there. This includes giving students the opportunity to apply Care
Values to a person’s individual needs by creating a care plan for them.

Unit 1

Human Lifespan Development
You will cover physical, intellectual, emotional and
social development across the human lifespan, and
the factors affecting development and the effects of
ageing.

Unit 5

Meeting Individual Care and Support Needs
You will focus on the principles and practicalities that
underpin meeting individuals’ care and support needs,
which are the foundation of all the care disciplines.

External
Written Exam
1.5 hours

Candidates will study the following:
Unit 1: Human Lifespan Development
Unit 2: Working in Health and Social Care
Unit 5: Meeting Individual Care and Support Needs
Unit 10: Sociological Perspectives

Course Content
Students enjoy the wide range of activities undertaken during the
course including the following:
Visiting local Primary Schools.
One week’s work experience (students often return to complete
voluntary work in their own time).
Carrying out individual research for case studies.
Interviewing professional visiting speakers wherever possible.
Assessment is through a mixture of coursework (47%) and external
examination (53%).

Unit 2

Working in Health and Social Care
You will learn the skills needed to succeed in a Health
and Social Care setting. This will include applying Care
Values and discussing when there may be barriers to
professional practice.

28% Weighting

Internal
Assignment

Unit 10

28% Weighting

Sociological Perspectives
You will explore sociological perspectives can be
applied to the practical nature of health and social
care.

External
Written Exam
1.5 hours

25% Weighting

Internal
Assignment

19% Weighting

Work Experience
A mandatory one-week work placement will be arranged in October to gain an insight
into health, social and early years care issues. This essential part of the course has also
proved to be of great benefit when applying for further education courses or for paid
employment. Many students have also found that it has broadened their horizons in
terms of what they would like to do for their career after Sixth Form.
Career Progression
Students from Christleton Sixth Form have gone on to study a wide range of degree
courses at university including Nursing, Midwifery, Radiography, Occupational Therapy,
Social Work, Physiotherapy and Teaching. Those taking Health and Social Care also
benefit from the transferable skills focused on within the course, such as research
methods, communication and caring skills. BTEC Nationals is in collaboration with over
5,000 universities, employers and professional bodies with employability at its centre, so
students can develop the skills and confidence they will need to step into a prosperous
future.
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History
Head of Department: Mrs J O’Hare
Subject Teachers: Mr J Rose, Miss N Brown, Mr M Cosstick, Miss C Olijnyk, Mrs R
Allan.
Entry Requirements: Five GCSEs at Grade C or above, including a Grade C or
better in History and preferably a Grade 5 in English GCSE
Awarding Body: Edexcel

Why study A Level History?
“Those who cannot remember the past are
condemned to repeat it” - George Santayana
(1863-1952)
Our lives are a product of the past. If you are
interested in current events and how these shape
our world, then an understanding of the past can
help to make sense of the present. Nothing is more
important than the ability to look beyond the
headlines, to question what you read or are told by
others and be able to express your own opinions
effectively. History at A Level will provide you with
these opportunities, and more.
The aims of the course are to develop and build on
the skills and historical understanding gained at
GCSE and to stimulate interest and debate about
important historical events of the Sixteenth and
Twentieth Centuries. The student of History will
develop skills in literacy, research, analysis and
evaluation required for many challenging careers
in areas such as Law, Politics, Management and
Administration.
History at AS and A2 Levels provides many
opportunities for group work, discussion and
presentations, enabling students to develop their
self-confidence, and the personal study involved
provides an excellent preparation for the writing of
dissertations, required by many degree courses.
Access the History podcasts here.

Course Description
The syllabus consists of either two or four units,
depending upon your A Level choices.Students
will able to study either all the units over a two
year period for a full A Level or to study History
for one year and to gain an AS qualification with
two units at the end of Year 12.
The topics studied are:
AS Level:
Paper 1 Option 1F: In search of the American
Dream: the USA, c1917–96
Paper 2 Option 2F: South Africa, 1948–94:
from apartheid state to ‘rainbow nation’
A2 Level:
Paper 3 Option 3F: Rebellion and disorder
under the Tudors 1485-1603
Paper 4 Coursework: In depth enquiry into a
controversy: Responsibility for the outbreak of
WW1.
The course offers the opportunity to participate
in study tours to destinations such as The USA
and South Africa.
Progression
Students who study History develop many skills
in addition to their knowledge and can also
consider careers in Journalism, the Media,
Teaching, Business and many others. History is a
highly regarded subject at university as it
develops independence of thought and
questioning.
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ICT BTEC - Social
Media & Web
Development

Course Content
Candidates will study the following:
Unit 1: Information Technology Systems
Unit 2: Creating Systems to Manage Information
Unit 3: Using Social Media in Business
Unit 6: Website Development

Head of Department: Mrs N Farley
Subject Teachers: Mrs Lawson, Mr McDonnell
Awarding Body: Pearson
Entry Requirements: GCSE Grade 4 in English and Maths.

The Course
Pearson BTEC Level 3 National Extended Certificate
(equivalent of one A Level) which takes a multidisciplinary
approach, encouraging development of different methods of
enquiry, and investigation into new technologies and how
they affect us and the world in which we live. The course is
focused on the interaction between the theory and
implementation and demonstrating ICT skills using a variety
of software.

Unit 1

Unit 3

Information Technology Systems
Information technology (IT) systems have a significant
role in the world around us and play a part in almost
everything we do. You will study the role of computer
systems and the implications of their use in personal
and professional situations. You will explore the
relationships between the hardware and software
that form an IT system, and the way that systems
work individually and together, as well as the
relationship between the user and the system. You
will examine issues related to the use of IT systems
and the impact that they have on organisations and
individuals.

Using Social Media in Business
You may be familiar with social media for personal
use and in this unit you will discover how it can be
used in a business context. You will explore how
businesses use social media to promote their
products and services. You will also practically
develop skills to implement social media activities in a
business scenario to meet a client brief working with
local employers.

External Exam
1.5 hours

Unit 2

33% Weighting

Internal
Assignment

25% Weighting

Progression
Students who study ICT may go on to university to study the
subject at degree level as the qualification carries UCAS points
and is recognised by higher education providers and a great
route for those wishing to progress to apprenticeships or
employment. Due to the practical nature of the course you will
develop key industry and practical employability skills such as
good problem solving and logical thinking skills which can be
applied to many different subject areas. Previous students have
progressed on to higher education courses such as Computer
Technology, Information Systems and Cyber security.

Unit 6

If you are interested in the development of ICT
systems and how they can benefit both organisations
and individuals and how the impact of social media
and web development can impact organisations then
this is a fantastic course for you. Topics to be covered
include the stages of development in a software
system, relational databases, spreadsheets and
software used for presentations.

Creating Systems to Manage Information
From the smallest in-house systems to stock control
systems for large online retailers, databases are
repositories of information that are a significant part
of organisational operating requirements. You will
study the design, creation, testing and evaluation of a
relational database system to manage information.
You will examine a given scenario and develop an
effective design solution to produce a database
system.

Website Development
Increasingly, organisations rely on websites to serve
customers and, in some cases, to generate revenue.
In this unit, you will review existing websites –
commenting
on
their
overall
design
and
effectiveness. You will use scripting languages such
as Hypertext Markup Language (HTML),
Cascading Style Sheets (CSS) and JavaScript® and a
simple text editor, or rapid application development
tools. This unit will prepare you for employment as a
website developer or for a website development
apprenticeship.

External
Assessment
10 hours

25% Weighting

Internal
Assignment

17% Weighting
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Maths

Head of Department: Mr K Sewell-Davies
Subject Teachers: Ms K Pitchford, Mr K Sewell-Davies, Mr B Holmes, Mrs R Day, Mrs N Roberts, Mrs R
Kennedy, Miss Davies
Entry Requirements: This course is suitable for students who have achieved at least a Grade 6 at GCSE
Mathematics.
Awarding Body: Edexcel

Course Description
Mathematics is a course worth studying not only as a supporting
subject for the physical and social sciences, but in its own right. It
is challenging but interesting. It builds on work you will have met
at GCSE, but also involves new ideas produced by some of the
greatest minds of the last millennium.
An essential part of mathematical study is the challenge of
analysing and solving a problem and the satisfaction and
confidence gained from achieving a 'correct' answer. If you
choose mathematics you will not have to write essays, but you will
need to be algebraically fluent to communicate your thinking in
your solutions.
You will follow a compulsory course of Pure Mathematics,
Statistics and Mechanics – there is no choice in the areas of study
in the new course.

How will I be assessed?
If you complete the full A Level Mathematics course you will
sit three exams at the end of the course:
Paper 1: Pure Mathematics 1 (2 hours) 100 marks
Paper 2: Pure Mathematics 2 (2 hours) 100 marks
Paper 3: Statistics and Mechanics (2 hours) 100 marks

GCSE Mathematics
This is a one-year course and will enable those students who have not
obtained a '4' Grade in Year 11 to resit the examination.

Pure Mathematics: When studying Pure Mathematics at
A Level you will be extending your knowledge of such
topics as algebra and trigonometry as well as learning
some brand new ideas such as calculus.
Statistics: Many of the statistical techniques covered are
used in sciences and social sciences. In today's society we
are bombarded with information and this unit will give you
useful tools for looking at this information critically and
efficiently.
Mechanics: Mechanics is concerned with many everyday
situations, e.g. the motion of cars, the flight of a cricket ball
through the air, the stresses in bridges, the motion of the
earth around the sun. Many of the ideas you will meet in
the course form an almost essential introduction to such
important modern fields of study such as cybernetics,
robotics, bio-mechanics and sports science, as well as the
more traditional areas of engineering and physics.

What can I do after I've completed the course?
A Level Mathematics is very valuable as a supporting subject to
many courses at Advanced GCE and degree level, especially in the
sciences, geography, psychology, sociology and medical courses.
A Level Mathematics is a much sought-after qualification for entry
to a wide variety of degree courses. There are also many areas of
employment that see A Level Mathematics as an important
qualification.

Progression
Higher Education courses or careers that require either A Level
Mathematics or are strongly related include: Economics, Medicine,
Architecture, Engineering, Accountancy, Teaching, Psychology, Physics,
Computing, Information and Communication Technology.

Core Maths (Mathematical Studies)
This is a new Level 3 course, with UCAS points, aimed at students with 95. Refer to the separate course information for more details.
A Level Further Mathematics
This course is aimed at students with 9-7 Grade at GCSE. It extends the
study of Mathematics beyond the standard A Level and suitable for
students who are passionate about the subject. It is taken in addition to A
Level in Mathematics. Refer to the separate course information for more
details.
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Media
Head of Subject: Mrs C Cutler
Subject Teachers: Mrs C Cutler, Ms K Croft, Mr J Byrne
Entry Requirements: GCSE Grade 5 in Media (if studied) or a Grade 5
in English.
Awarding Body: Eduqas
In Media Studies we assess and analyse a range of media products across the worlds of radio, film, television, advertising,
new media and print. We look at the typical codes and conventions used in the media to entertain and inform us. We
investigate the larger businesses responsible for giving us our daily media fix and the nature of media consumption by
different audiences. We also look at how individuals and groups are represented and how people create their own identity
through the media. In addition to this we look at the theories that explain the ways in which the media influences an audience
and that challenge the current ideas we have in society.
An exciting area of the course shows us how the media manipulates its audience through the use of particular kinds of
language and we learn to use those tools ourselves in producing our own media products in response to a set brief by the
exam board in the way that would happen in a real media environment.

Course Description
The Eduqas A Level in Media Studies offers a broad, engaging
and stimulating course of study which demonstrates
appreciation and critical understanding of the media and its role
both historically and currently. It aims to develop an
understanding of the dynamic and changing relationships
between media forms, products, and industries, and encourages
students to gain a greater understanding of the global nature of
the media.
The course allows students to apply theoretical knowledge and
subject specific terminology, and to analyse and compare media
products and the contexts in which they are produced and
consumed. The topics studied allow students to make informed
arguments, reach substantiated judgements and draw
conclusions about media issues, as well as engage in critical
debate about academic theories used in Media Studies.

Component 1: Media Products, Industries and Audiences – written exam
This unit consists of two sections and assesses knowledge and
understanding of media language, representation, media industries,
audiences and media contexts.
Section A – Analysing and Media Language and Representation
Section B – Understanding Media Industries and Audiences
Component 2: Media Forms and Products in Depth – written exam
This unit consists of three sections and assesses knowledge and
understanding of media language, representation, media industries,
audiences and media contexts.
Section A – Television in the Global Age
Section B – Magazines: Mainstream and Alternative Media
Section C – Media in the Online Age

Component 3: Cross-media production – non-exam assessment
A media production, including individual research and planning, created in
response to a choice of briefs set by WJEC, and applying knowledge and
understanding of key concepts.

Progression

A Level Media Studies is a valuable platform for
a range of options at university and for future
careers. It will prepare students for courses and
then future careers in Media Theory,
Journalism, Advertising and Marketing, Film &
Television Production and Public Relations. It
will also give students valuable technical
experience in using a range of visual media
such as digital manipulation of moving and still
image, website creation and journalistic
experience.
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Music
Head of Department: Mr S Phillips
Subject Teachers: Mr S Phillips, Mr A Ralphson and Mrs J Forsey
Awarding Body: OCR

Entry Requirements
GCSE Grade 5 or BTEC Merit or above in Music AND Grade 4 standard in Performance
(Instrument or Voice) even if you haven’t done any exams. If you have lots of musical
experience and knowledge but you didn’t study it in Years 10 or 11 then please speak to
us as you may still be able to do the course. To check you meet the criteria, please email
Mr Phillips, Head of Performing Arts. An enthusiastic, keen, positive attitude towards
music is essential.

Course Description
Students studying Music at A Level will develop further
musical skills in the following three areas:
Performing (35%) Students will be required to perform a
video-recorded recital of music lasting up to 8 minutes or 12
minutes. A Grade 5 standard of performance is regarded as
the required minimum level of ability, and will allow candidates
to access all of the available marks. This area allows students
to develop their performing skills and also provides them with
the opportunity to critically analyse their own performance.

Students who continue their education to A Level Music will
develop their skills and knowledge to a high standard,
which is approaching that of a degree. They will do this by
further developments in the areas of performing,
composing and musical understanding.

Progression
Students can find the benefit of Music in a wide range of
occupations such as performance, composition, education,
management and many others.

Composing (25%) Students develop their creative composition
skills further than at GCSE, composing music which is
interesting and stimulating to listen to. They will learn about
techniques such as modulation and extended use of
instruments in order to facilitate this. Assessment is 50%
composition to a brief and 50% free choice composition.
Musical Understanding (40%) This area includes Music
Theory and Appreciation. Students will learn about the
technical aspects of music and how music actually ‘works’ in
theory, and will also experience many different styles and
types of music in the appreciation areas. They should be
prepared to ‘open their minds’, allowing themselves to
appreciate and critically evaluate music which they might
otherwise have not experienced in the past.
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Performing Arts
BTEC
Head of Subject: Mr S Phillips
Subject Teachers: Mr S Phillips & Mrs K de Winton
Awarding Body: Pearson
BTEC National Extended Certificate in Performing Arts –
equivalent to one A Level

Theatre is about capturing moments:
things we wish we’d said, heartaches
that haven’t healed, the thrill of the
unknown.

Entry Requirements
Requirement: GCSE Grade C/4 in Performing Arts or Drama or an
equivalent level (if studied) or a strong interest in Drama/Performing
Arts. To check you meet the criteria, please email Mr Phillips, Head of
Performing Arts.

Course Description
UNIT 1 – Investigating Practitioners’ Work
(Mandatory Unit)
Study the work of drama, music and/or
practitioners and understand their style.
Develop research, critical analysis and extended
skills that will support your progress into
education.

(25%)
dance
writing
higher

UNIT 2 – Developing Skills & Techniques for Live
Performance (25%) (Mandatory Unit)
Rehearse and perform a published play.
Develop your performance skills across a range of
disciplines.
UNIT 3 – Group Performance Workshop (33%)
(Mandatory Unit)
Devise and perform a piece of theatre.
Explore and integrate creative, physical and vocal skills
and techniques, working collaboratively to create a
performance.

UNIT 4 – Optional Unit (17%)
Students choose from a range of challenging and
specific optional units focussing on different areas of
Drama, Music, Dance or a combination of these
disciplines.

What are the assessment methods?
This is a very practical course and you will be assessed in a variety of
ways:
Internal assignments: Work-related assignments set and marked
by the centre. These could be performance projects, individual
research, group work and project work.
External Tasks: Practical, work-related tasks, set and marked by
Pearson.
Written exams: Written answers to practical questions set and
marked by Pearson.
Synoptic units: Students can demonstrate that they can apply
skills, knowledge and techniques learned across the qualification.
Assessments are graded at Distinction, Merit or Pass. On
successful completion of the course, you will be awarded an
overall Distinction, Merit or Pass grade.

Progression
Performing Arts complements a range of subjects and is useful in
developing confidence and improving presentation and personal skills
essential in a range of careers. Previous students have gone on to
study a diverse range of courses at university such as ... Acting,
Screen Writing, Education, Journalism and Broadcasting, Psychology,
Law, Politics, Philosophy, Media, Drama Therapy and many more.
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Photography
Head of Department: Mrs R Pritchard
Subject Teachers: Mrs R Pritchard and Mr M Hornby
Awarding Body: AQA

Entry Requirements
GCSE Grade 5 or above in Photography or another Art course, or an
interview with the Head of Department to demonstrate skills and interest in
Photography. Preferably a Grade 5 in English. During the course,
independent gallery visits are recommended for all candidates.

Course Description
In this subject, A Level students must determine their own themed
personal investigation in conjunction with their teachers; this theme will
then be divided into relevant sub-topics of value to the 4 assessment
objectives.
The course has four main features:
Developing ideas
This means formulating thoughts and combining ideas, techniques,
insights, views and concepts to take work in your particular, personal
direction. In this way you can tailor your Photography course to your
own interests and strengths.
Refining
This includes experimenting with techniques, methods, media and
materials and selecting those that will be most appropriate to your own
work. Some students will work almost entirely digitally and some will
combine traditional and digital media. Outcomes can include still and
moving/animated images.

Progression
Photography is an exciting and enriching subject and is ideal for Sixth
Formers who wish to pursue a career in the creative industries and
teaching, as well as those who simply wish to broaden their post-16
education. Former A Level students from our department have gone
onto to study Art Foundation and also degrees in Fine Art, Fashion,
Product Design, Graphics, Art & Design and Architecture. Some have
also gone on to win prestigious prizes and awards.
Careers in the creative industries increasingly rely on and exploit
photographic and digital skills and include museum and gallery
curation, the media, graphic design, fashion design and fashion
photography, medical illustration, publishing, advertising, video game
design, software design, commercial photography, TV film and
lighting crew, art historian, art technician, forensic portrait maker, art
dealer, shoe designer, landscape architect, public sculptor, theatrical
costumer maker, set designer, jewellery designer, architect’s model
maker, interior designer, costume restorer, fashion buyer, garment
technologist, special effects make-up artist and many, many more…..

Recording information
This is making a record of what you have seen or imagined and will
involve work which is dependent on camera skills and post production
techniques using digital editing software such as Photoshop.
Candidates may create work which originates from a personal idea or
may prefer to work from a brief or set of instructions in the same way
as some industry professionals do.
Presenting a personal response or final outcome.
This is all about making your own final, well-practised and polished
photographs or other digital forms of artwork which use film or
photography and, also, a portfolio of artwork that makes sense to a
viewer.

Home Learning and independent preparatory work are fundamental to
success in Sixth Form Art. To this end, students are expected to work in
the Art Department between timetabled lessons and initiative is
essential. With the support of staff, those who take this course can
discover, develop and exploit their artistic abilities and take pride in the
exhibition of their work
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Physics
Head of Department: Mrs D Roberts
Subject Teachers: Mr G Seller
Awarding Body: AQA
Entry Requirements
Students who have successfully completed GCSE Science Trilogy (double award combined science) in Key Stage 4 at the
Higher Level or GCSE Physics as a separate subject will have received sufficient grounding in Physics to enable them to
study AS/A Level Physics. Applied Science or BTEC courses do NOT provide adequate preparation. Certain aspects are
normally required by students if they are to cope with the demands of Physics at this level:
Preferably a 5+ in GCSE English Language.
It is advantageous but not essential for students to study A
Level Mathematics.

At least a Grade 6 in GCSE Science
Trilogy or in GCSE Physics

Course Description: AQA Physics (7407/7408)
The syllabus provides an opportunity to develop an in-depth
understanding of physics principles which inspires students,
nurtures a passion for physics and lays the groundwork for
further study in science or engineering. Practical work is at the
heart of the specification. Physics students develop many
transferable skills such as logical thinking, problem solving, team
working and excellent practical skills through plenty of hands-on
experiences ranging from discussions, practical and problem
solving activities, and calculations to peer teaching a topic which
your group has researched.
A Level Physics lasts two years, with exams at the end of the
second year.
The course outline:
The first year of A Level: Measurements and their errors;
Particles and radiation, Waves, Mechanics and Energy, and
Electricity.

At least a Grade 5+ in GCSE Mathematics (higher preferred).
The mathematical demand of the new course has been
increased and students must be confident that they can
handle the mathematical component (40%) of A Level Physics
particularly algebra, trigonometry and graphical work.

Progression
Physicists try to understand how the universe works.
Learning about and understanding the latest discoveries in
science can be very satisfying! Physics influences everything,
from cancer treatment, computers and phones to
sportswear, renewable energy and weather forecasting.
Studying Physics develops many transferable skills and can
open up many different career pathways. In particular
Physics provides a firm grounding for engineering (essential),
mathematics, electronics, many aspects of IT, other sciences,
environmental work, architecture, medicine and veterinary
science. It is a facilitating subject for the Russell Group
universities. Physics opens up a world of diverse
opportunities.

Second year of A Level: Further mechanics and thermal
physics; Fields; Nuclear Physics; plus one option (subject to
availability) from Astrophysics; Medical physics; Engineering
physics; Turning points in physics; and Electronics.
Practical Work: Students will be required to complete 6
compulsory practical activities for the AS and 12 for the A Level.
The skills developed in these and other practical activities will be
examined in the routine examination papers. There is no
practical exam session or coursework.
A level Assessment: Three 2 hour papers: Paper 1 covers Year
12 content and periodic motion. Paper 2 covers year 2 A Level
content but assumes paper 1 knowledge. Paper 3 covers
practical skills, data analysis and the option studied.
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Psychology
Head of Department: Mr J Llewellyn
Subject Teachers: Mr J Llewellyn, Miss S St Clair & Mrs C Cutler
Awarding Body: AQA
Entry Requirements: GCSE Grade 5 in Science and preferably a Grade 5 in
Maths.

Course Description
Psychology can be defined as the science of
human behaviour. The aim of the subject is to
study various aspects of people’s lives in the hope
that understanding and insight can be gained. A
Level Psychology is a scientific subject, based on
research. Exploring the way this research is
designed, carried out and analysed is called
Research Methods and is a very important part of
the course. Statistics are also a part of this section.
You will be required to carry out challenging
mathematical analysis on the numerical results
from studies.
If you are completing the full A Level, you will take
3 exams in Year 13. Although the topics in Modules
1 and 2 are common to both levels, the A2 modules
test students at a more demanding level than the
AS exams and require more in-depth study.
The subject of Psychology is based around
different explanations of behaviour which draw
attention to a variety of causes for human
behaviour. For instance, the Psychoanalytical
approach pioneered by Sigmund Freud suggests
that there are unconscious reasons for the things
people do. Other psychologists have attempted to
prove their theories by conducting experiments
and carefully measuring and analysing the things
they observe. In Modules 1 and Module 2, you will
examine these approaches in a variety of topic
areas. You will need to bear in mind that
Psychology is a critical subject. This means that
your success will depend on your ability to learn
and evaluate the theories you study.

The topics to be studied in Module 1 include theories which
explain the operation of memory and eyewitness testimony in
criminal cases. In addition, a unit on developmental
psychology will explore the way that human beings develop
from babies to adulthood. We also explore how humans
respond to authority. In Module 2 you will study discussions of
normal and abnormal behaviour in society. We consider
biological and psychological methods for treating mental
illnesses such as phobias. In Research Methods, you will
examine exactly how psychologists develop their theories.
You will learn how to design experiments and look at the
different methods of data analysis. There is a demanding
mathematical and scientific component to this section.
In the final A2 only module we intend to study human
relationships, schizophrenia and explanations of aggression or
addictive behaviour. Students should be aware that
Psychology is a science subject and there are several indepth biological elements in Module 3 and elsewhere in the
course.

Progression
Psychology is a very popular degree course offered
at a broad range of universities. The subject
combines well with other A Level courses to make
up a good A Level profile. Amongst other areas,
qualified psychologists work in clinical psychology,
education, criminology, law and sport. In addition,
many other degree features the subject as part of
their foundation courses or options.
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Religious
Studies
Subject Teachers: Mrs S Lister, Miss R Binyon, Ms L Hayden
Entry Requirements: GCSE Grade 5+ in English Language and preferably a 5 in RS
GCSE. Students need a 5 or above if they took Religious Studies, but it is not a
requirement to have studied RS GCSE.
Awarding Body: Eduqas (formerly WJEC) This specification offers an academic
approach to the study of religion and is suitable for candidates of any religious
persuasion, or none.
Course Description: A Level

Year 12: ETHICS, PHILOSOPHY AND
CHRISTIANITY
ETHICS eg:
Ethical theories: eg. utilitarianism and natural law.
Practical Ethics eg. abortion and euthanasia,
sexual relationships, animal experimentation, and
nuclear weapons.
PHILOSOPHY eg.
Arguments for/against the existence of God eg.
does suffering prove God does not exist?
CHRISTIANITY eg.
Did Jesus rise from the dead? Is God a man?

Year 13: ETHICS, PHILOSOPHY AND
CHRISTIANITY
Assessment: examined by three written papers (2
hours- choice of essay questions)
ETHICS eg.
Ethical theories: eg natural law applied to
immigration and capital punishment - should
murderers be executed?
PHILOSOPHY eg.
Psychology eg Freud says God is a product of
the human mind.
Atheism eg terrorism- is religion the root of all
evil?
CHRISTIANITY eg.
Feminist theology. Has science disproved God?

Progression
All the Russell Group universities accept Religious
Studies as ‘suitable preparation’, equal to the
‘facilitating subjects,’ and Oxford and Cambridge
include RS in their top level list of suitable A Levels.
The A Level offered in Religious Studies has broad
relevance, providing a good grounding for a whole
variety of careers, from Medicine to the Law or
Journalism.

What skills will I develop?
Skills of enquiry and criticism.
Other skills required in Higher education e.g.
essay-writing skills, independent reading, time
management.
How will I be taught?
Discussion and debate of ethical, religious and
philosophical issues, with real life examples from
what is happening in the news, presentations by
students, video clips and possibly a trip to
Liverpool Crown Court to watch a trial.
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Sociology
Head of Department: Mr J Llewellyn
Subject Teachers: Mr J Llewellyn & Miss S St Clair
Awarding Body: OCR
Entry Requirements: GCSE Grade 5 in an essay based
subject. Preferably a Grade 5 in English.

Course Description
Sociology can be defined as ‘the study of the way that people live in groups’. A sociologist looks at the relationship
between people and groups and the way that the structure of society shapes behaviour. Society is presently undergoing
a significant transformation in terms of technology, leisure, working and family lives. Sociologists are concerned with
critically studying the effects of these changes. If you do have viewpoints about these topics, you will enjoy this subject. In
exams students are mainly assessed longer essay style answers. If you are completing the full A Level, you will take 3
exams in Year 13. Although the topics in Modules 1 and 2 are common to both levels, the A2 modules test students at a
more demanding level than the AS exams and require more in-depth study.

Module 1 acts as an introduction to
Sociology and consists of units on
socialisation and identity. The topics in these
units include ideas of how we learn about
social behaviour and how society regulates
the things we do. We will explore the
building block concepts such as values,
norms and roles. Youth Culture is another
topic in this unit. This involves studying the
lifestyle and experiences of young people in
contemporary society. We also look at the
way different groups of sociologists such as
Marxists and Feminists account for youth
sub-culture.

Module 2 is entitled ‘Researching and
Understanding Social Inequality'. This unit looks
at the very important area of the methods by
which sociologists investigate the social world.
This includes looking at techniques such as
interviews, questionnaires and official statistics.
We also look at the different approaches that
sociologists take in their work. The study of
social inequality is a central theme in Sociology
and also studied in this unit. This involves
exploring and evaluating explanations for why
some groups of people such as women, ethnic
minorities and working class people are
excluded from aspects of society.

Module 3 'Debates in Contemporary
Society', is only studied by A2 students. This
unit includes the 21st Century topics of
globalization
and
digital
forms
of
communication. Students will explore
different sociological explanations of these
developments and look at its impact on
identity, relationships and social inequality.
The final aspect of the course is the study
of Education. This includes explanations for
the ways it works and the reasons why
some groups do better than others within
the system.

Progression
Sociology is a very popular degree
course and the subject is on the cutting
edge of many of the debates in a
society undergoing big changes. It can
also be combined with other subjects at
degree level. People with Sociology
degrees find employment in all sorts of
areas; for example, market research,
advertising, computing, police, retail,
charities and journalism.
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Spanish
Head of Department: Mr R Herd
Subject Teachers: Mr J Vilches-Sevillano, Mrs A O’Malley, Mr S Hodkinson
Awarding Body: AQA
Entry Requirements: GCSE Grade 6 in Spanish. You must have taken the higher paper at GCSE.

Course Description
If you like the idea of taking a language further, then A
Level Spanish is for you. A Level Spanish is a two-year
Advanced Level course and is an excellent opportunity
for students to gain an additional qualification beyond
GCSE.
The aim of the A Level course is to provide a coherent,
satisfying and worthwhile course of study that will forge
an interest in and an enthusiasm for language learning.
It provides the opportunity to communicate effectively
in an ever accessible global context, as well as to
develop an awareness and understanding of
contemporary
society,
heritage
and
cultural
background.

Progression
Many universities offer the opportunity to study
Spanish in conjunction with a wide variety of other
subjects such as other languages, Law, Chemistry and
Media. Students can also use Spanish in a wide range
of occupations such as translation, management,
commerce, education, the EU, tourism, resource
management, to name a few. Spanish is a facilitating
subject for university entry

You will study technological and social change, looking
at diversity and the benefits it brings. You will also
study highlights of Spanish-speaking artistic culture to
include authentic music, film and literature as well as
learning about political engagement and who wields
political power in the Spanish-speaking world

You will explore the influence of the past on presentday Spanish-speaking communities. Throughout your
studies, you will learn the language in the context of
Spanish-speaking countries and the issues and
influences, which have shaped them. Finally, you will
employ critical analysis in the study of texts and film
and have the opportunity to carry out independent
research in an area of your choice.

Assessment tasks will be varied and encompass
listening, speaking, reading and writing skills to be
executed in the summer of Year 13.

42

Sports Studies
BTEC
Head of Department: Mrs E Stewart
Subject Teachers: Mrs E Sewart and Mr J Davies
Awarding Body: Pearson
Entry Requirements: A GCSE Grade 4 or above is expected in Physical Education (if studied).
Students will also have demonstrated a strong commitment to PE/Sport in KS4.

The Course
Pearson BTEC Level 3 National Extended Certificate (equivalent of one A Level)
takes a multidisciplinary approach, encouraging development of different
methods of enquiry, with the focal point being the performer and the
performance. The specification is based on the interaction between the theory
and practice of Physical Education.

Course Content
Unit 1: Anatomy and Physiology – this unit develops
knowledge of the skeletal, muscular, cardiovascular,
respiratory and energy systems, and how they affect sport
and exercise.

Unit 3: Professional Development in the Sports Industry –
learners will explore the knowledge and skills required for
different pathways for a career in the sports industry.

Unit 2: Fitness Training and Programming for Health, Sport
and Well-Being – the focus of this unit is learning client
screening and lifestyle assessment, fitness methods and
fitness programming to support improvements in health and
well-being.

Unit 6: Sports Psychology – this unit looks at how
personality, leadership and self-confidence influence
performers differently in changing contexts and how
developing strategies for aiding mental strength can impact
the performance.

Unit 1

Anatomy and Physiology

External Exam
1.5 hours

Unit 3

Professional Development in the Sports Industry

33% Weighting

Unit 2

Fitness Training and Programming for Health, Sport
and Well-Being

External Synoptic
Assessment
2 hours 30 minutes

33% Weighting

Internal
Assignment

17.5% Weighting

Unit 6

Sports Psychology

Internal
Assignment

17.5% Weighting

Progression
The specification is based on developing key skills for further careers in the
sporting industry and provides an excellent foundation for students who wish to
pursue careers such as in teaching and coaching, sports development, the
leisure industry, recreational management, the health and fitness industry,
professional sport, sport psychology, nutrition, physiotherapy and many others.
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VIDEO
AND
ENROLMENT

For our potential new Sixth Formers, we created an instructional welcome video
to give you an idea of life at Christleton High School.
We believe that our Sixth Form students are amongst the most successful in
Cheshire and we acknowledge the responsibility we have in helping them as
they set out in the latest stage in their educational development.
We passionately believe in the value of outstanding leadership and are
committed to challenging our students to develop their own leadership skills to
fulfil their own potential and be the very best they can be.

For more Information on Enrolment, click here.
To download the Enrolment Form, click here.

To view the video, please click here.

