


“A Level Photography students working on their 

entries for this year's school Christmas card  

competition, using kit kindly donated by CHSA.” 

In this edition: 

The start to the new term is far from what can be described as normal; however, at         

Christleton High School we have adjusted to the new ways of working. Although there may 

not be the normal trips and excursions ,we have still been busy. We think that this edition of 

the Swan Newsletter showcases the best of our student’s work and those that support them 

to get there. Enjoy! 



 

 

The school year 2019/20 was certainly an interesting one!  

Throughout this tumultuous time, we have made progress   
towards our key strategic objectives. The action plan we 
put in place a year ago has resulted in changes that will 
have a long term effect on the performance and outcomes 
of our school and it’s important that these are not for-
gotten in the inevitable  
fallout from the impact of school closures, exam result         
controversy and furore around the return to school this        
Autumn. 
 
To summarise some of the key developments of the last       
academic year: 

 Key Stage 3 curriculum reform 

 Curriculum mapping exercise in all subject are-
as 

 New schemes of learning in Year 7, rolling 
through to Years 8 and 9 

 New KS3 assessment framework 
 New monitoring and reporting system 
 New literacy and numeracy courses in Year 7 

 Reform of our Quality Assurance framework 
 Developments in Quality First Teaching and  

Mindfulness teaching model 
 GCSE curriculum model changes 
 Internal building work that has resulted in new class-

rooms, new base for Student Services and Heads of 
Year, new First Aid Wellbeing room, new site for 
Reprographics and several personnel office moves – 
including a new Trust office. Huge thanks to our Site 
and Network managers, and their respective teams, 
for all the work they have done over the summer to 
enable these developments. 

 Staff changes that have seen appointments of        
Literacy and Numeracy Co-ordinators. 

 
The impact of many of these changes will not be felt for 
some years, but we believe, especially with the reform of 
KS3, that we have laid a solid foundation, not only for     
further improvements in student outcomes, but also in the 
overall quality of  student provision. 



Exam Outcomes 2020 
The process for arriving at Centre Assessed Grades was, we believe, a rigorous and challenging one and 
one which we conducted in line with our values in that the results we ultimately submitted, were a fair 
reflection of the ability of the two exam cohorts. Of course, the CAGs themselves were not supposed to 
be the final grade awarded to students. This should have been achieved through the algorithm that 
Ofqual had devised – we now know what happened there! 
  
However, the fact that the final results were arrived at in this manner, should never be allowed to detract 
from the performance of our students. Our predictions were based on a range of factors, target grades, 
the performance of students in assessments over the two years of their study and our professional   
judgements as to how we thought they may actually perform, so students should feel proud of their    
outcomes; they were well deserved. 

I wish to place on record, 
my thanks to our Exam 
and Data team, Miss 
Hallam, Mrs                   
Rees-Hughes and Mr    
Cawood for all the work 
they did to prepare for 
both results days,          
including the need to       
re-issue all the GCSE     
results at the eleventh 
hour, when Pearson 
pulled the Btec results! 

New School Year 

On 2nd September, we welcomed 224 new Year 7 students to school and the following day, saw the return of 
the other Year groups, including 167 new Year 12 students. The work to ensure that we comply with the     
government regulations has been an enormous undertaking – including a completely re-written timetable to 
separate Year bubbles as far as possible. This has obviously meant some unpalatable compromises, but we 
believe we have done what we can to keep everyone safe. 
 
We started the school year with a new Strategic Development Plan. This will drive our efforts for the next 
three years. However,   given the events of the last seven months, and the possibility of future disruption, it’s 
also essential that we adapt our plans accordingly. From this overarching document, will flow our Annual     
Improvement Plan, and it will be this document that we will use to report future progress to Governors.  

      KS4 GCSE / BTEC 
  2017 2018 2019 2020 

CAG 

Numbers on Roll Year 11 206 209 204 199 

5 x 9-4 Including English & Maths 81% 70% 84% 89% 

9-4 Including English & Maths 82% 74% 85% 91% 

9-5 Including English & Maths 60% 40% 65% 70% 

% of pupils entering E Bacc subjects 30% 37% 77% 84% 

% of pupils achieving E Bacc subjects (9-4) 21% 28% 55% 71% 

Progress 8 -0.01 -0.12 0.36 0.50 

Attainment 8 5.38 4.98 5.71 5.99 

9-5 In English 77% 62% 83% 85% 

9-5 In Maths 66% 47% 69% 72% 

9-5 In Science   (students entered and  

achieving two sciences 9-5 – SISRA) 

   48% 72%  74% 

POST-16 outcomes       
  2017 2018 2019 2020 

CAG 

Numbers on Roll Year 13 133 119 147 119 

Average A2 grade C C+ C+ B- 

Actual A*-B grade (% of all grades) 47% 46% 48% 54% 

Progress -0.04 -0.10 0.06 0.2 

Average points per student 101 106 101 96 

Average points per entry 33 35 34 37 



The Recovery Curriculum 
 
In July, we conducted a student wellbeing survey. Led by Mrs N Roberts, the survey was sent to every student 
and parent/carer. We received 340 responses. It really is quite sad to read just what some students have been 
going through – germ phobias, bereavement, isolation, loss of parental jobs etc.  

It is also really lovely to read the positive feedback and suggestions from parents as well. The survey gave us 
lots of information about how we can ease the transition back to school and has been shared extensively with 
staff.  

 
Senior staff have recently completed two actions plans: 
 Catch-up/recovery plan  
 Remote Learning strategy  
 

The recovery plan will be implemented over the coming year – there are no quick fixes. The vast majority of 
our students engaged with home learning and continued to make progress. The wider reopening of school in 
July, allowed staff an early insight into the needs of Year 11 and Year 13 students. Fifteen school weeks were 
ultimately lost during lock down – one full term. It is not an insurmountable amount of time to recover, but it 
will be different for each individual student and our first task was to ascertain the different levels of need. This 
has now been completed and staff are enacting their intervention plans as appropriate.  
 
We also now know that the 2021 summer exam schedule will be delayed by three weeks – this is not a huge 
amount of extra teaching time, given that one week is the half term break, but we are confident that we will 
complete our recovery plans in plenty of time. 
 
The year ahead will be a difficult one. The pressure on students, their families and staff should not be           
underestimated. We are making extraordinary demands on them and we will closely monitor health and    
wellbeing. There are many factors that may yet derail our plans – not least the trajectory of the pandemic   
itself and any future restrictions on our operations.  
 
But I do believe we are well placed to respond and with our dedicated staff, generally compliant students and 
supportive parents, we are prepared to meet the challenges that lie ahead. 
 

Darran Jones 

Headteacher 





By March 2020 the GCSE Food students had completed 

both of their Non-Examined Assessments (NEAs).  All 

their work was marked and moderated and marks fed 

back to students (as is the protocol).   

I was absolutely delighted with the standard of work in 

both the Food Investigation Task and then the Food 

Preparation Task. These  photographs show the very 

high standard of practical achieved in the latter.  

This standard was mirrored in the detailed planning 

and analysis in the NEA written work.  

Congratulations to the Food students of 2020 for their 

very well deserved grades. You worked hard for 

them! Be very proud of yourselves!  All the best, Mrs 

Kelly. 









From Year 11 



From Year 11 



Congratulations to Year 7 students, Jessica Manuel and Adam Roberts, who are the winners of the 

literacy competition to design new signage promoting Covid-safety  

(within Christleton High School) 





 

  BACK TO SCHOOL... 

Charlotte Walker shares how to make the best impressions on your first day  

Returning to school after a long summer break is a 
nerve-racking experience that every student has to 
go through. It’s time to get back into the routine of 
waking up early and completing homework on time. 

 
Whilst there will be some familiar faces, there also 
may be new classmates and teachers who might not 
know you. It is important to make good first impres-
sions in order to display a positive image in their 
mind.  

REMEMBER THE 5 Ps: 

BE PREPARED  

Make sure to be prepared for the return for school, whether that means 
new equipment, bags or uniform make sure to be ready for lessons. Con-
sider getting yourself a planner, planners are highly useful to keep on top 
of homework and up to date with upcoming events. Be sure to organise 
yourself and your time so that you stay on top of all your work. 

BE PUNCTIONAL  

Make sure you are arriving to all your lessons on 
time, and any other commitments you have ar-
ranged. Being on time allows you to maximise your 
learning time and creates good impressions on your 
teachers. Being prepared and organised can help 
you to stay punctual. 

BE PRIM AND PROPER  

Be polite to new acquaintances in order to 
make a good impression of yourself to them, 
this includes both students and teachers and 
always try to get to lessons on time! 

BE POSITIVE  

Keep a fresh mind, returning to school is an exciting time, for you will be seeing 
your friends or even meeting new friends. School is an experience that you’ll 
remember for life, make sure you enjoy it. Be optimistic about school. Make 
sure not to focus on the negative in every situation. Surround yourself with a 
positive environment, and positive people. 

 

BE PRODUCTIVE  

Make the most out of your lessons, create a home revision sched-
ule in order to keep on top of revising for assessments if you feel 
as though you are falling behind and if you don’t understand 
something in class then ask questions! Get the most from your 
teachers out of the school day. 

Set daily goals, get the right amount of sleep and make sure you 
are eating enough. 



When lockdown was announced it was very strange to get into a routine of online work and google classroom but later it began to 
feel normal. The work set by the teachers was good and I was able to keep up to date with my work, obviously the teachers have 

never been through anything like it, so it was a new experience for them. When Mrs Woolley and Mr Miller were outside my 
house, I was very confused and shocked to know I had won something and was very happy when I found out why I had won it. 

William 

Lockdown Hot  

Chocolate 



Lockdown prizes! by Izzy and Louisa 

Lockdown was difficult for everyone trying to cope with working from home. All the teachers were very 

supportive and we worked the best that we could. As the weeks went on, we started to adapt to our new 

routine of submitting work online. Near the end of the Summer Term, Mrs Woolley and Mr Miller turned 

up at our house and said they had a prize for us! We got hot chocolate, a chocolate bar and flumps in a 

mug, with a certificate. We got the prize for working hard during home-schooling and it was lovely to see 

Mrs Woolley and Mr Miller after so long. Also, it was great to know that our efforts had been          

acknowledged by our teachers. We were very grateful for the prizes and enjoyed eating the treats! 

Thanks! 

Lockdown was a tough time for many of us. While teachers and parents tried to offer what support they 
could, the responsibility for getting on with the learning fell squarely on the shoulders of the students. 
Sitting at home looking through the fantastic work that was being submitting made us feel extremely 
proud that we had so many students who were resilient, resourceful and reflective learners.  
We felt we had to respond, to let our students know how much we appreciated all their hard work. So 
during the last few weeks of term we asked staff to nominate students who were really trying their best 
to cope in those difficult times. 
We were overwhelmed by the number of nominations from staff and from these we chose 8 students 
from each Year group to receive a small gift as a token of our appreciation. 
I have to tell you that delivering those rewards and seeing the smiles on the faces of the students and  
parents was the highlight of the year for myself and Miss Woolley...I only wish we could have delivered a 
reward to every hard-working student. You are fabulous! Mr Miller 



 
What the new GCSE music students are saying… 
 
“So far I have enjoyed learning about rock bands from the 60s and 70s and experimenting with Sibelius. The lessons are really 
chilled out and relaxed, meaning that we can get a lot of work done because everyone is very passionate about the subject.” Tomos 
 
“I chose music because I play instruments and I enjoy figuring out things. So far I have enjoyed composing but mostly because it is 
fun! The lessons are calm and relaxed.” Henry  
 
“I have mostly enjoy listening to the music from rock bands in lessons such as Led Zeppelin. My musical strength is playing the 
drums because I play them sometimes after school when I have no homework.” Finlay  
 
“I chose GCSE music because I enjoy the subject. I like to play chords and riffs on the guitar and find that the lessons are calm and 
easy going. “Stanley  
 

“I’ve been playing music since I was young so it has become an important part of me; I couldn’t imagine NOT continuing it after Year 
9! I have particularly enjoyed the theory lessons so far and have also done a lot of composing. The music lessons are full of smiles 
and very joyful. We are all very hardworking!“ Alisa  
 
“I chose music GSCE because I like learning about different genres of music that I don't usually listen to. I also enjoy making my own 
songs. I have particularly enjoyed learning about Led Zeppelin and Pink Floyd so far this term. It is very chilled out in the music les-
sons because of the small classes. It's always nice to have music at the end of the day.” Josie  

We have a strong tradition of success in music at Christleton based on the solid foundations of highly experienced teachers, 
specialist facilities and knowledge in music technology, a large peripatetic music service and a robust model of learning and 
teaching. 
 
Our GCSE music students always form a strong bond as a result of having a shared passion and a desire to improve their mu-
sical abilities (music is much more than just a hobby – it is a way of life). Despite being a somewhat ‘niche’ subject it is truly 
rewarding for staff and students alike. 
 
You can imagine our delight when the numbers came through for the new GCSE students in the current Year 10, and we were 
given 2 classes due to the large number of applicants. This is a first for Christleton since the current music team has been in 
place, which is over 15 years. Mr. Ralphson is teaching one of the classes and Mr Ryan is teaching the other.  



Maria (Year 11) 
Any musical theatre lover would recognise the name West Side Story; and, 
hence my name, I have always been aware of this game changer of a show!  

As many know, this show was inspired by Shakespeare's Romeo and Juliet, 
which most will be familiar with, however this musical takes on the               
differences between two gangs; the ‘Jets’ (Americans) and the 
‘Sharks’ (Puerto Ricans). So when the opportunity came for a chance to learn 
choreography for this musical there were lots of exciting and apprehensive 
feelings ahead.  

This workshop was particularly beneficial for us as performing arts students 
as West Side Story is one of the three shows we study in our course. It was 
great to get first hand experience from a snippet of what it would have been 
like to work with the  notoriously challenging choreography of WSS by        
Jerome Robbins and we had our own visiting choreographer, Phil Cross.  
Working with a choreographer was a great experience for us all and taught us 
what type of environment performers work in and was really special for us to 
have that opportunity and relationship of dancer and choreographer. 

My favourite part of the workshop was learning new choreography and having 
been unable to do any performing arts for so long during lockdown it was 
amazing to get back into it. I also loved the workshop because it felt like we all 
really worked together and with Phil as the original cast would have.  

Of course the choreography sometimes posed difficult steps especially when    
dancing along to the complex music by Leonard Bernstein. The dance really       
required a lot of stamina, hard work and concentration and I think everyone 
gave it their all and pushed themselves to the best of their abilities. There 
were various styles in this dance, one section being jazz, another section       
ballet and one being salsa.  

The inspiration for our dance came from a part of the movie called ‘Dance at 
The Gym’. In this scene there was a community dance trying to bring the Jets 
and Sharks together. It shows the clear segregation between the Puerto       
Ricans and Americans, a storyline prominent in Romeo and Juliet.  
This is the point in WSS where Maria and Tony first meet.  

Overall, I think I can speak on behalf of everyone by saying we loved taking 
part in this workshop and it was a positive experience teaching us what it 
would be like to be part of the  industry. 

Joe  
For one our performing arts lessons, we had to learn a short segment 
of dance from the hit musical West Side Story; we performed the 
Mambo! We were taught by local choreographer and director, Phil 
Cross. I loved it! It was really nice to do a different style of dance that 
some of us might not have done before such as adding elements of 
both Jazz and Ballet. Phil was a great choreographer and wit as lovely 
to work with him over the two day period. It was definitely a change to 
our regular lessons and made us appreciate even more the work of 
professionals in the industry. 

 



The main study area of the iResearch has changed 
shape in the lockdown due to a new classroom    
being created on its upper floor. During the long 
school closure, the Site Team and the librarian Miss 
Cowley were tasked with ensuring that the           
remodelled facility retained its high standards as a 
welcoming, well-stocked, state of the art learning     
centre.   

“I took the new build as an opportunity to improve 
the layout of the space, making it more conducive 
to quiet focused study,” said Ms Cowley. “The     
iResearch is now clearly divided into two zones – 
the library and the computer suite.  

In the latter, we still have our PCs and iPads        
available for student use and we have also added a 
new row of wall facing desks with power sockets so 
students may plug in their own devices. The         
adjoining space still houses our extensive library 
collection of the latest teen fiction, classic and    
contemporary literature, and a comprehensive array 
of information books for further research into any 
given subject.  

This cosy reading area comes with comfy              
furnishings, chairs and tables, nestled around the 
book shelves so that our students are surrounded 
by stories and knowledge.” 

From the beginning of September term, the         
iResearch has also needed to adapt itself to the 
Covid 19 crisis. The library and computer area are 
currently a part of the sixth form bubble, with   
cleaning sprays, wet wipes and hand sanitizer      
provided for student users and a policy of masks 
worn while moving around the space. Lower school 
students are currently unable to enter the library, 
however that doesn’t mean they cannot borrow 
books.  

“I am working with tutors to provide book boxes of 
library loans that are delivered directly to Form 
rooms,” said Miss Cowley. “For new Year 7 students 
I am also visiting Forms in person to give demos on 
how to use the Reading Cloud, our school’s online 
library platform which allows students to log in and 
browse our book collection remotely, then make 
reservations to be added to their account and 
brought over by their librarian.  

In the autumn term I normally run a number of fun 
lunchtime events too, such as lunchtime book    
quizzes. With the lower school students not able to 
come into the library, I am now creating Kahoot 
quizzes to send to them, kicking off with an           
inter-Form horror quiz with a prize of Halloween 
candy awarded to the top scoring individuals or 
teams on the last day before October break. If all 
goes well, then we’ll see what other fun Form 
events the library can provide.” 

  



 Parent Power in action! 

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Employee        

Match-funding 

Many companies will 
match funding raised 
by an event you are 
involved with.  If 
your employee is 
one of these compa-
nies, please get in 
touch with us. 

If you would like to become  more involved, please contact us. There are lots of ways to 

help and you don’t have to make a huge time commitment.  

Visit our website  chsa.org        Or email  chairofchsa@christleton.org.uk 

Please take a few moments to find out how you can help. 

  As Treasurer of the CHSA, I am only too aware that we are not able to raise money in the  
  traditional ways this year. However, there are lots of simple and easy ways to lend your  
  support.  Some are entirely free, many take only a few minutes of your time and some give 
  you the chance to win a prize! 
  With your help, we can continue to fund many fantastic projects in these challenging times! 

    Thank you for your ongoing support:  Kerry Griffiths, Treasurer, CHSA 

Current projects:  We are delighted to also be funding improvements to the Junior Yard and the 

furnishing of the new Welfare Room, which will provide a much-needed resource to support our children 

in these uncertain times.  

Do your Christmas Amazon shopping   

through AmazonSmile.    

                              

At no extra cost to you, Amazon donates 0.5% of your eligi-

ble purchases to a charity of your choice (CHSA we hope!). 

All you need to do is start your shopping at ama-

zonsmile.co.uk and select us as your charity. 

 

Christmas Raffle! 

Win some Christmas cash in our 

new-style Christmas raffle. 

More details coming soon! 

 



With 3 weeks to go, as the “Summer 

Term with a Difference” was  drawing to 

a close, a virtual sporting challenge was 

set by the PE Team.  

Students and staff departments put on their running 

shoes, got on their bikes, walked their dogs and took 

to the water to be the first team to complete a 

300 mile challenge from Chester to London. 

The challenge became very competitive,        

especially as an active team of Year 7 girls kept 

overtaking staff teams, making a push for top of 

the league. 

Some teams were so keen they reached London in 

record time, so the challenge was  extended to Paris! 

A constant battle for the podium between History, 

MFL (Languages), and Geography ended with MFL 

Team taking first place,  History second and          

Geography third.  

The Year 7 Mile Monster girls (Molly B, Lara F, Lucy 

H, Florie C, Sylvie B and Lottie B) beat the PE Team 

and finished 7th, PE claimed injury as their excuse. 

Well done girls! 

Other departments clocking the miles and jostling 

for the other positions were Maths, English, Biology 

and D & T. All reaching London by the deadline.  

This idea grew, staff requested another challenge to 

keep the physical activity momentum going. So, the 

Staff Summer Challenge was launched, this time a          

collaborative mission to complete a                         

circumnavigation of mainland England,   Scotland 

and Wales.  

We had 6 weeks to complete 5,784km by walking, 

swimming, running, cycling, SUP, canoeing,          

completing cardio sessions and yoga. 

With a week to go a new term started and the miles 

dropped, the mission was in jeopardy. But, with a 

final spurt of back to school energy we completed 

the mission with 3 days spare. 

This has been a fantastic effort from all  involved, 

well done. 

Mission Control 

Mrs Humphries  



Sport Hot Scholars have been reflecting on lockdown and the issues they faced when their School PE les-
sons, extracurricular sports clubs and also for most of them their Community Sports Clubs and competi-
tions were closed for the lockdown. 
 
They have been discussing the impact of lockdown on their physical, emotional and mental health and 
their feelings as some of their PE & sport have now returned in one form or another. 
Some have written what activity in lockdown looked like and what it meant to them: 
 
Sport Hot Scholars reflective discussion;  
How we kept active during lockdown, why it was important to us to exercise and what sport has now   
returned... 

“During lockdown I went on a daily walk 
and I went on bike rides to keep active. I 
did this to stay fit.  
I play football for a team outside school, 
so I sometimes played outside with a 
ball. Now football games and training 
have re-started but we don't know if it 
will change or be stopped again.  
I benefited from being active during 
lockdown because it freshened my mind 
and kept me healthy”.   EC Year 9 

“I kept active during lockdown, mostly, I went 
on a run and did some online workouts.  
I did the runs with my brother and he's the 
only reason that I did them because I really 
don't like long distance running but he pushed 
me to do better.  
I did the workouts and exercises on facetime 
with one of my closest friends so it was more 
fun than doing it alone.  
I did all this exercise so I can keep fit and I 
wanted to challenge myself into being the best 
that I can be.  
It definitely benefited me by keeping me ac-
tive and not being bored, later in those days I 
always felt more relaxed and calmer than usu-
al”. HD Year 9 

“During lockdown, I went on runs, walks and 
did workouts at home.  I did exercise to keep 
myself occupied, stay fit and healthy and 
spend time with my family.  
Outside of school I usually do running, swim-
ming and trampolining. During lockdown it 
meant I couldn't do them, I went on my tram-
poline so I wouldn't forget the moves and to 
practice my routines. A few times a week I 
ran around the village and I also went on reg-
ular walks with my family.  
All of my community sports clubs have now 
restarted again which I am relieved and very 
happy about.  
Being active during lockdown helped to im-
prove my mood, keep me occupied and main-
tain my fitness levels”. KL Year 9 

“During lockdown I stayed active by   
doing workouts every morning.  
I also did weekly zoom calls with my  
netball team, sometimes we did 
workouts together others we just used 
for a catch up.  
Staying active in lockdown really helped 
me to stay motivated and made me feel 
energized”. OL Year 10 

If you are in Year 8 or Year 9 and you would like to 

be involved in the Scholars programme, please 

speak to your PE Teacher for more details.  




