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Many of you will be aware that the 
new GCSE syllabi in English and 
Maths were examined for the first 
time last year and so this year, our 
students have taken the new style 
exams at GCSE and A Level, in 
most subjects.  

GCSE exams have become linear 
in their nature and, as a result, 
the new specifications are more 
challenging.  Gradings for most 
subjects will now be from 1 – 9 
replacing the former G – A*.  Our 
students have completed their 
exams and now await their results 
in August.  

We hope they have achieved the 
results they need to progress to 
meet their future aspirations.

We continue to be prudent in 
managing the school budget and 
following some cutbacks, we 
closed with a balanced account.  
Having recognised the need to 
continuously improve even when 
times are more challenging, I was 
pleased that the school received 
a six figure sum from the Learning 
Trust to improve our IT facilities.  

Chrome books have been 
purchased, aging computers have 
been replaced, the wifi system and 
servers have been upgraded and 
new software introduced.  

To meet the latest and evolving 
health and safety requirements 
following the Grenfell fire, I was 
extremely pleased that the school 
was successful in its bid to the 
‘Condition Improvement Fund’ 
to upgrade our fire safety and 
protection.  

The bid included a fire alarm 
and system upgrade, 
enhanced emergency 
lighting and 
improved fire 
protection areas.  
The work should 
be completed 
over the 
Summer break 
and will ensure 
we have a ‘state 
of the art’ system.

We will continuously review 
our infrastructure needs and will 
continue to apply for funds in the 
future.

Christleton Learning Trust held a 
Visioning Day in May, attended 
by Trustees and Governors, 
along with Headteachers, Deputy 
Headteachers, Business Director 
and Chief Executive Officer.  
During the day, some good 
discussions took place on the 
future development of the Trust, 
all designed to ensure that we 
improve the educational outcomes 
of our students.  

One of the outcomes of 
the session was a 

change in name of 
one of our sister 
schools from 
Christleton 
International 
Studio to 
Chester 
International 

School (CIS).  
As you will no 

doubt be aware, 
Queen’s Park High 

School shares its campus 
with CIS and I am able to confirm 
that building work has now begun 
on new accommodation for the 

       Headteacher’s    

 Report
Another busy, productive academic 
year draws to a close
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CIS.  These are exciting times for the 
Trust, as a whole.

During the past year, our school 
embarked on more than sixty 
different trips of varying types 
including Duke of Edinburgh’s 
expeditions, visits to Parliament, 

tours of local businesses, many 
productions and universities. 

International trips have also taken 
place during school holidays, 
including Reykjavik, Berlin Geneva 
and Normandy. 

My thanks go to all colleagues and 
volunteers who made and continue 
to make trips possible.  

We held our annual Futures Week 
in June with the majority of Year 7 
students attending Forest Camp 
at Delamere.  Students in Years 
8 and 9 enjoyed trips to Alton 
Towers, visited Snowdonia and 
took part in Motivational events. 

Some went further afield to 
Normandy and Belgium.  Our 
Duke of Edinburgh’s Bronze 
expedition also gave students 
some outdoor life experience and 
challenges!  

Shortly before Futures Week, 
a number of our Gold Duke of 
Edinburgh’s students attended 
Buckingham Palace to receive their 
awards from HRH Princess Anne 
and TRHs the Earl and Countess of 
Wessex.  
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Damian Stenhouse Headteacher

Not only was it a proud day for 
the students, but also for the 
school and in particular, Mrs 
Humphries, who gives up so many 
of her weekends to make the trips 
so successful.  

In June, eight performances of 
‘Mary Poppins’ played to packed 
houses. 

The production involved over 
100 students from Years 7-9 in 
performance, technician and front 
of house roles, ably assisted by a 
number of students from the Year 
10 Performing Arts group.

A special mention must be given 
to all our volunteer parents/
guardians and staff, who helped 
out back stage, keeping everyone 
safe and on time.  I am immensely 
proud of the talents of our 
students, led by Mr Phillips and 
his team.  

A full review will be in the next 
edition of the Swan.

Our Combined Cadet Force (RAF) 
continues to grow and I was 
delighted to attend the very first 
Annual Dinner, attended by a good 
number of our cadets and their 
parents/guardians. The cadets 
are given the opportunity to visit 
Gibraltar, The Indefatigable, RAF 
Cosford and Frimley Park.

I was particularly delighted that Will 
MacDonald (Year 13) won an award 
for being in the top 5 cadets out of 
8000 in the country.  

Very well done, Will!  

I would like to take this opportunity 
to thank Charles Rayment, School 
Staff Instructor, who will be leaving 
us at the end of the term. We wish 
Mr Rayment all the very best. 

Following on from last year’s 
success in Young Enterprise, I also 
congratulate this year’s Teams, who 
produced a dyslexic toolkit and ran 
a successful Market Fair, with one 
Team finishing Runners Up in the 
North West Finals and also winning 
the Best Brand and Concept 
category.

A great team effort by both Teams!

The term will end at 12:40 on Friday 
20th July for the summer vacation.  
The school office will remain open 
throughout the vacation from  
09:00 – 12:00 for enquiries  
and uniform collection.  
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Damian Stenhouse Headteacher

At the end of term, we will say farewell 
to some of our staff members...

Mr Cumberford will leave us to take up a post at Withington 
Girls’ School.  Mr Cumberford is a specialist Modern Foreign 
Language teacher and Head of Law and will be missed by us 
all and especially our Sixth Formers.

Miss Doyle (teacher of Maths) is leaving to take up a 
promotion as a Lead Practitioner at Ridgeway High School.

Mr Hesketh, who teaches PE and Sport, has successfully 
secured a teaching post in Dubai.

Mr Miller jnr. has gained a promotion and will take up post in 
the Chemistry department at Wirral Grammar School for Girls. 

Mrs Mothersdale (teacher of Physics and Head of Year 13) is 
leaving us to take a gap year!  She wishes to fulfil some long 
term ambitions volunteering overseas and hiking the Inca 
Trail in Macchu Picchu.

Mrs Williams (teacher of Food & Nutrition Preparation and 
Health & Social Care), is moving to The Hammond School to 
teach Food and Nutrition Preparation.

Mrs Beech (MFL Teaching Assistant) began a career break 
in May and Mr Gordon Barlow, teacher of Maths on a 
temporary contract, will be leaving us at the end of the 
summer to begin a teaching contract at Alsop  
High School.  I thank Mrs Beech and Mr Barlow  
for their support.

On behalf of everyone in school, I wish my colleagues every 
success on their new pathways.

As an outcome, new appointments have been made as follows:
Miss E Garner (Head of PE and Sport)
Ms N Roberts (Teacher of Maths)
Mr M Wood (Teacher of MFL)
Mr S Hodkinson (Teacher of MFL)
Mr G Seller (Teacher of Physics/Science)
Mr J Davies (Teacher of PE and Sport)
Miss K Williams (Teacher of RS)
Mrs R Kennedy (Teacher of Maths)

Here are three important dates  
for your diaries:

• A level results available   
Thursday 16th August 2018

• GCSE results available  
Thursday 23rd August 2018

• School re-opens for students 
Tuesday 4th September 2018

Finally, I thank 
you for your 
continued 
support and  
wish you and 
your families a 
lovely summer 
break.
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Year7 Students
Having met them 
several times over the 
last few weeks we are 
very excited to welcome 
our new cohort of Year 7 
students in September! 

Our programme of transition events 
includes: -

• Visits to local primary schools 
to meet Year 6 children with 
Mrs Monaghan, Mr Francis, 
Miss Edwards, Miss Callendar, 
and some of our current Year 7 
students visiting the following: -

       Barrow CE Primary School

       Boughton Heath Academy

       Cherry Grove Primary School

       Christleton Primary School

       Guilden Sutton

       Huntington Primary School

       Mickle Trafford

       Oldfield Primary School

       Saighton CE Primary School

       Waverton Primary School

• Smaller Primary Schools’ 
Transition Day

• A special matinee performance 
of our school musical Mary 
Poppins, especially for Year 6 
children

• New Intake Day in July, when our 
incoming Year 7 students meet 
their new form tutor, and follow 
their secondary school timetable 
for a day

• New Intake Evening for Parents 
and incoming Year 7 students

• Maths and English intervention 
sessions

• Summer Activity Week

We have really enjoyed meeting all 
of these children and look forward to 
them making a great contribution to 
the school in September.

Summer Activity Week: Monday 
30th July – Friday 3rd August 2018

Having had a close working 
relationship with the UK Military 
School for a number of years, we are 
pleased that they able to organise 
and run a Summer Activity Week for 
the benefit of our incoming students, 
and will take place on the school site.

The Summer Activity Week is a 
fun-filled one-week summer holiday 
programme for: -

• our incoming Year 7 student 
cohort starting in September 
2018 at Christleton High School

• our current Year 7  cohort, who 
will be moving up to Year 8

The week’s focus will be to build 
relationships between students, 
overcome fears, be educational, allow 
students to become familiar with their 
surroundings, and to ensure students 
are confident with all aspects of being 
a part of Christleton High School. 
It will be fast paced, energetic, and 
well designed to ensure that pupils 
enjoy their time, and will be led and 
delivered by qualified staff from the 
UK Military School.

Each day will be jam-packed with 
exciting activities designed to: -

• Be educational and fun

• Be varied and comprehensive

• Help ease transition from 
primary to secondary

• Help young people meet and 
make new friends before the 
new academic year begins

• Provide a taster of activities 
and learning allowing young 
people to gain new skills and 
knowledge

• Form foundations of social 
responsibility, good decisions 
and healthy lifestyles

 

The UK Military School, who have 
been fully vetted by ourselves, will 

deliver a variety of training objectives 
to ensure the week is varied and 
suits all abilities attending. Activities 
planned include: -

• Leadership Development 
Training (Team Building)

• Physical Training

• Camouflage & Concealment

• Wild Survival (Survival Skills)

• Sports Competitions / Potted 
Sports

• Indoor obstacle course

• Giant 140ft inflatable assault 
course (outdoor)

• Group based tasks – focusing 
on communication

• Orienteering

• Tug ‘O’ war challenge

• Royal Naval Gun Run Challenge

The cost of the full five-day 
programme is £125 per child; please 
note that the cost for Pupil Premium 
children (children who have received 
free school meals at any point in the 
last six years, looked-after children, 
children adopted from care and 
children of service personnel) will 
be met by Christleton High School.  
If you have any questions about 
the week, please do not hesitate to 
contact UK Military School Limited; 
telephone: 03301243209;  
www.ukmilitaryschool.com/chs .

We do recognise that many families 
may already have made plans for 
this period. Please be assured 
that Summer Activity Week is an 
additional extra to our programme of 
transition arrangements and students 
will not be at a disadvantage if they 
are unable to attend.

We hope that those children who 
are able to attend have a great time, 
and begin to make new and lasting 
friendships!

Adrian Francis

Assistant Headteacher:  
Achievement, Care, and Transition

Welcome
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Year7 Students
Summer activity 
week 2018
Between  30th July - 3rd August 

08:00 - 17:00

Book online now
ukmilitaryschool.com/chs »» 0330 124 3209

 »»  »»  »»  »» ALL STAFF ARE DBS CLEARED AND HAVE GREAT EXPERIENCE WORKING WITH KIDS

»   Team Building

»   Physical training

»   Camouflage & 
Concealment

»   Survival Skills

»   Obstacle Course

»   Team Games

»   Tug of war 
challenge

»   Royal Navy Gun 
Run Challenge

»   STEM Workshop

£125per child for 5 days

Limited spaces

Rations not included

Open to Year 6 
children joining 
Christleton High 

School and current 
Year 7 children at 

Christleton High 
School

Join ex-soldiers at UK Military School for a week of adventure 
at Christleton High, Village Road, Christleton, Chester CH3 7AO.

Activities include:

Absence 
during 
Term-time
It is the long established policy of Christleton 
High School to celebrate achievement of all 
students. To be successful, students require 
the highest level of access and engagement 
with quality educational opportunities.

It is a recognised fact that full attendance is a 
critical factor, in ensuring positive educational 
outcomes for students. We are determined 
that Christleton High School will enjoy a 
culture in which excellent attendance is the 
norm.

Therefore, we expect 100% attendance and 
punctuality at all times from all our students. 
As a result, Parents / Guardians have no 
entitlement to remove their child or children 
from school for any leisure activities, including 
holidays, during any part of the school term.

Where it is possible, medical and other 
essential appointments for students should be 
booked outside of school hours. On the rare 
occasions where this may be unavoidable, 
(eg specific hospital clinic hours), Parents/ 
Guardians must first complete an absence 
request on the school website or from 
Student Reception. A printable copy is also 
available online and should be returned to 
the Student Reception for the attention of the 
Attendance Officer. Each written request for 
authorised absence should be presented to 
the school, with reasonable notice and will 
be considered at the earliest opportunity. 
Absence for any reason that does not have 
formal approval, will always be recorded 
as unauthorised. If a student takes an 
unauthorised leave of absence for a holiday 
during term time, this will result in the school 
following the current statutory legislation, 
which could result in a Fixed Penalty Notice 
being issued against each Parent/Guardian of 
a child.

Mr M Bensley - Education Welfare Officer

Mrs R Harding - Attendance Lead
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If you are unable to 
collect your exam certificates 

in person, we can give them them to 
another family member living at the same 
address as you, if they bring photo ID and 

proof of address.

A younger sibling who attends Christleton High
could also collect certificates on your behalf.

If you would like another person who does not live at your 
home address to collect your certificates, please send a 

signed letter to the Exams Office, in advance to authorise 
this. This person would also need to bring photo ID, 

(e.g. driving licence or passport).

Uncollected Exam Certificates are held in school 
for 12 months. After 12 months, they can be sent 

back to the Exam Board for secure disposal.

Thank you
Exams Office

Summer 2017 Exam
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Could YOUR CHILD be entitled to   Free School Meals? 

A lot more families qualify for Free 

School Meals than you might think!
The main advantage is that students are credited 
with £11.25 a week to spend in the School 
Dining Hall on whatever they choose; this is the 

equivalent of £2.25 a day, which adds up to over £400 a year…or 
over £2 000 over the course of five years at school. 

Students receiving free school meals can choose whatever they 
wish up to the value of £2.25 a day.

Free School Meals includes an Additional Free 

Breakfast: -
Students receiving free school meals at Christleton High School 
can also choose an additional free breakfast each day. The 
school provides a popular breakfast service for all students, from 
8.15 am to 8:35am. If your child would like a free breakfast, they 
simply need to use the Cashless Catering system in the canteen. 
£1.10 of credit will automatically be added to their account to be 
used in the morning up until 8.35am, and can be used to purchase 
cereal and milk, orange juice, toast, or a breakfast bap.

Confidentiality: -
Our ‘cashless catering’ fingerprint-scanners mean that no other 
students or catering staff are aware of who receives free school 
meals, and who does not. This reduces any possible chance of 
your child being treated differently; very often a reason why some 
parents do not wish to register.

Meals available: -
For each day’s credit students can choose from: -

• Grab Bags of Sandwiches or Pasta Pots with a drink and snack

• Breakfast Baps, Wraps, and Fruit Pots

• Baked Jacket Potato with Filling

• Daily Selection of Paninis, Pizzas and Hot Pasta Pots

• A Two-course meal, including a hot main course

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In a typical month here are 
the Top Twenty Main Meals 
that students can enjoy if 
they choose:

Top 20 
Tasty 
Meals 
1. Stir Fry Beef with Hoi 

Sin Sauce
2. Mediterranean Chicken 

Pitta
3. Chicken & Spinach Balti
4. Cod in Batter
5. Tomato & Lentil Lasagne
6. Butternut Squash 

Enchiladas
7. Roasted Vegetable 

Roulade
8. Stilton, Leek & Potato 

bake
9. Five Bean Chilli
10. Oriental Noodles in 

Sweet Chilli Sauce
11. Firecracker Chicken
12. Homemade Burger
13. Roast Turkey
14. Meatballs in Pepper 

Sauce
15. Mixed Bean Goulash
16. Red Pepper Quiche
17. Vegetable Cottage Pie
18. Tomato & Aubergine 

Layer
19. Piri Piri Chicken
20. Roasted Vegetable 

Enchilladas 
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Could YOUR CHILD be entitled to   Free School Meals? 

It has long been said 
that dog owners look 

like their pets.

Can you guess who 
Gennady Doglovkin’s 

owner is?

Look through The Swan 
to find  out . . .

Teacher’s P
et

Free School Meals

How Do I Register?

The Cheshire West and Chester 
website gives you all the details. 
The registration process is not 
within the school area; we are only 
given an updated list of names, 
with no details or any criteria 
provided to us.

www.cheshirewestandchester.
gov.uk/residents/education-and-
learning 
/school-meals.aspx 

If your child goes to school within 
the Cheshire West and Chester 
area, is up to the age of 16 or goes 
to a school Sixth Form, you may be 
able to claim free schools meals for 
them.

Do I qualify for free school meals?

You may qualify if you are a parent, 
guardian or carer and receive one 
of the following:

1. Income Support (IS) or you are 
a student receiving the benefit 
in your own right

2. Income Based Jobseekers 
Allowance (IBJSA)

3. Income-related Employment 
and Support Allowance

4. Support under part VI of the 
Immigration and Asylum Act 
1999; or

5. Child Tax Credit (but not 
Working Tax Credit) and have 
an annual income (as assessed 
by Her Majesty’s Revenue & 
Customs) that does not exceed 
£16,190

6. The Guarantee element of 
State Pension Credit

7. Working Tax Credit run-on - 
paid for four weeks after you 
stop qualifying for Working Tax 
Credit

8. Universal Credit

9. Children who get any of the 
above benefits in their own 
right (ie they get benefits 
payments directly, instead of 
through a parent or guardian) 
can also get free school meals.

10. You can also claim if you are an 
asylum seeker.

How you and the school will be 
notified that you are entitled:

If successful, your claim should be 
processed the same day. A letter 
of entitlement will be issued to 
you. The school will be notified of 
each child on the morning following 
the day the claim was processed. 
Claims cannot be backdated. Your 
claim will be renewed automatically, 
as they are periodically reviewed.

Claim free school meals online:

online.cheshirewestandchester.
gov.uk/CitizenPortal/formPortal.
aspx?form=3_1_2_10fsm_apply

Where else to find help: 

• Email: Benefits@
cheshirewestandchester.gov.
uk

• Telephone: 0300 123 7021, 
Monday to Friday 8am to 7pm

• By post: Revenues and 
Benefits Department, PO Box 
187, Ellesmere Port, CH34 
9DB

Collect or hand in forms/
documents: At most of the 
Cheshire West and Chester offices 
you do not need an appointment 
to hand in forms. Staff will check 
and copy your documents and 
return them to you straight away. 
You don’t need an appointment to 
collect a form.
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Parents’ Evenings:
We Hope We’re Doing Better…!
Several different Parents’ Evening 

timings have been trialled this year 

to try to solve the problem of not 

enough appointment slots available 

for parents who require them.

We do feel it is important that it is 

the individual subject teacher who 

meets with parents. There are also 

regulations from the Department 

for Education which stipulate the 

number of hours teachers are 

required to work in school, and 

these are the regulations we 

follow. Because of this, there will 

always be a limit on the number of 

appointments that can be made.

Feedback from parents has been 

that in previous years it is Key 

Stage 3 (Years 7, 8, and 9) which 

has not always been easy to get 

all the required appointments. In 

view of this, we have held these 

evenings on Wednesdays this year 

so that teacher appointments can 

begin earlier, starting within some 

of the afternoon CPD time.

Many thanks to all those parents 

of students in Year 8 and 9 who 

completed a questionnaire asking 

for feedback on these revised 

timings. Results of these showed 

that the majority of parents 

preferred these revised timings 

which created the opportunity for 

more appointments.

Comments from parents included 

the following: -

“I would just like to say that last 

night’s Parents’ Evening was the 

best ever (and I’ve been to lots!!!). 

We saw every teacher that was 

on our list (bar one) on time and 

that has NEVER happened. Thank 

you for the change in format; it 

definitely worked for me!!!”

“Following Year 8 Parents’ 

Evening last week, I thought I 

would just drop you a brief line. 

As you know, this year’s Parent’s 

Evening commenced at 3.30pm 

unlike last year. Personally I really 

favoured the Parents’ Evening 

beginning at this earlier time. 

Even though I had to arrange 

for our other two children to be 

cared for during that time, the 

afternoon’s experience felt a 

lot less exhausting than when it 

started later in the evening like 

last year. I hope that this feedback 

helps with your decision for future 

Parents feedback sessions.”

 

Feedback from teachers also 

showed a strong preference for 

the earlier timings, with many 

commenting they felt much fresher 

compared to the traditional hours, 

continuing through to 8.00pm.

 

Mr A J Francis 

Assistant Headteacher

Timings for 
next academic 
year
In view of parental and teacher 
feedback on the different 
timings offered this year, the 
following format will be followed 
for 2018-19: 
 

Key Stage 3:
Year 7, 8 and 9
Wednesdays
3.30-6.30pm
3.0 hours (30 mins in CPD 
time)

Key Stage 4 & 5:
Year 10, 11, 12 & 13
Thursdays
4.30-7.00pm
2.5 hours
 
Exact dates for these evenings 
are being finalised as we go to 
press and should be available 
on the school website by 
mid-July. We hope that the 
advance notice of these dates 
and times will enable parents to 
plan ahead and re-arrange any 
commitments as necessary.

There are, of course, other 
ways that we try to ensure 
parents can receive meaningful 
feedback. These include 
interim and full reports, access 
to Lesson Monitor scores and 
teacher comments through 
SIMS Learning Gateway, and 
the facility to email all subject 
teachers directly. If parents are 
keen to talk with a particular 
subject teacher at a time other 
than Parents’ Evening then this 
can also be arranged.

Thanks again to all parents and 
teachers for the really helpful 
feedback given.
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Christleton High 

School would like 

to invite all Former 

Students, Parents 

of Former Students, 

as well as Current 

and Former Staff 

Members, to 

celebrate its 60th 

Anniversary, on 

Wednesday 10th 

October 2018 at the 

School.

Our aim is to gather together for a 

commemorative photograph, which 

we hope will involve at least one 

individual from each of Christleton’s 

years! This is a great opportunity 

to reconnect with Classmates, visit 

your old School and be a part of 

Christleton’s fantastic history!

If you would like to be a part of 

our special day and receive further 

information about the event nearer 

the time, please R.S.V.P by emailing 

alumni@christletonhighschool.

co.uk. Please include your name and 

surname as well as the dates you 

were associated with Chistleton High 

School and we will contact you with 

further details of the event.

Together with ‘Future First’ we are 

building an Alumni Network involving 

Former Students, Parents of Former 

Students, Current and Former Staff 

Members. 

If you wish to stay connected to the 

school, Former Classmates and would 

like to receive information regarding 

future events, please OPT IN! To OPT 

IN please sign up to our network by 

via the Future First website:  

https://networks.futurefirst.org.uk/

former-student/christleton

If you are a social media user, you can 

also join our Facebook page: https://

www.facebook.com/Christleton-High-

School-Alumni-962435747244028/ 

It’s a great way of reuniting with your 

Former Classmates!

We look forward  

to celebrating 

with you!

Michelle Cayeux

Marketing Assistant
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Christ leton Sixth Form

As part of the school’s 360 Future’s programme a number of Year 12 

students undertook a Journalism Course as their chosen elective. It’s a 

project linked with BBC School Report, a national initiative which takes 

place annually in March. It gives pupils the platform and opportunity to 

report on things that are important to them.

 

Some of our Year 12 reports have included interviews and video 

broadcasts on; Dementia in Football, whether under 16s should have the 

right to vote, why the debating club is important, Mental health in schools 

and many more. Some of their video reports can be found here www.

christletonhigh.co.uk/bbc-news-school-report/38

 

Pupils have developed skills in interviewing techniques and using iMovie 

for video editing. Abigail Lightley also edited the 

Year 7 School Report video on the national 

news day in March 2018.  Their work is 

also posted on our Twitter page 

@CHSSCHOOLREPORT

Year 12 students 
take part in BBC 
Journalism Initiative...
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On a gloriously hot sunny 
day Year 13 said farewell to school. 
Many wore fancy dress, even dressing 
up after the morning AS Maths 
examination to join in the antics with 
cling film, balloons and water pistols. 
The fancy dress went down well as 
Minions, the Police, a human game of 
Pac-Man, some in drag and a group 
paying homage to our very own site 
team had some good-natured fun 
around the school. 

Period 3 saw a complete 
transformation as students changed 
into their smart attire for their Final 
Leavers Assembly. The two hour plus 
event saw many awards, speeches 
by Mr Stenhouse, Phil Ranner and 
our guest speaker Kate Saxon, media 
shows of photo memories from 
primary school through to Year 13, 
musical numbers, an online Kahoot 
quiz, “Thank Yous” and much more.
 
The students were dismissed to the 
ringing of the old school hand bell!

Goodbye 

Year13
Year 12 students 
take part in BBC 
Journalism Initiative...
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Thomas Attwater To what extent does time exist? Arin Theard Improvement of racism

Sophie Ball Psychopaths & Sociopaths Jessica Thompson Serial killers

Sydney Barker Equine assisted therapy Thomas Thurston Advantage of added time in football

Lateef Bawendi Commercial space exploration Sam Vickers Genetic engineering

Adam Bayley American justice system Arabella Wagner Cooking

Joseph Bennett Social media’s effect on teenagers Zuzu Walker Serial killers

Finley Boulton Doping in running Owen Wheeler Why should we use social media?

Freya Bowerman Nature film Ellie Wilkins Genetic modification of humans

Joe Bramall Automated milking systems Osian Williams The literature of Blake

Sophie Bridgewater Life-style related disease Yannick Wojtan Effectiveness of adverts

Hadyn Bright Greek mythology Curie-Beth Woodard-Lord Therapy horses

Louis Broughton Works of Alan Moore Molly Wynn-Hughes Psychopathy in children

Sam Byrne Winter War Sophie Neugebauer Mental health

Eleanor Carter K2 disaster Harrison Nuttall Rich football teams

Madeleine Clerkin NASA’s moonlanding conspiracies Fidha Parottil Exposure to Endosulfan in India

Matthew Clough Glider flight characteristics Eleanor Partridge Gun-related deaths

Tommy Cowan Film music Joe Powell Medical application of illegal drugs

Maciek Cumberford American gun laws Edward Reynolds Wind farming

Oliver Dandy Space exploration James Richards Roman brutality

Aaron Davies Air travel safety Sam Richards Street-wear in the mainstream

Megan Davis Gender equality Joseph Ritson Mental health: men vs. women

James Day Gender equality in football Megan Roberts Roman culture

Rebekah Day Mental illness art work Lauren Roberts Deafness in parents

Zack Dempsey Nuclear technology Rosanna Roskilly Male vs. female brain

James Doxford Can we trust digital media? Charlotte Ross Spitfire in WW2

Isaac Dunford Sleep deprivation Kyle Salisbury Job markets

Katy Dwyer Mental health in school Caitlin Senior Evolution of dance

Molly Ellis Ultimate survival tool Eduardo Simoes Intermittent fasting

Thomas Foster Evolution Zack Smith Are we in a simulation?

Robin Fowles Evolution of geometry Callum Stock Enjoyability of films

Max Freeman Longclaw replica Erin Stuart British monarchy

Archie Gautier Napoleon’s downfall Patrick Tait Development of the guitar

Elizabeth Glading Impact of consumption Udesky Kong Safety of travel

Keane Harrison Youth culture Anna Lambert Death of artists

Oliver Hill Driverless cars Beth Layder Languages for the English

Owen Hughes Richard I vs. Saladin Abigail Lightley Makeup

Charis Inchley French impressionism Grace Lindsay-Austin A Short Story

Jessop Construct an electric guitar Finley Lloyd Where be Aliens?

Katie Johnson Social media Bradney Lloyd-Watson Natural resources

Jessica Jones Ethical sourcing of clothes Matthew Mcdonnell Endurance performance

Reece Jones Performance enhancing drugs Megan Mcghie VW Beetle as an icon

Cara Jones Formula 1 safety Megan Mcgrath Art and architecture

The students studied hard in their 360 Futures lessons and their own time and this evening 
represented the culmination of four months hard work. The list of students and topics is shown 
above. A huge thank you to Mr Ralphson for organising the EPQ this year and to all the subject 
teachers and mentors who have given up their own time to help our students.

Extended Project 
Qualification Evening
On 15th March, 94 students in Year 12 and 13 presented their research  
findings to a panel of experts, teachers, students and parents.
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Christleton Sixth Form elects a newHead Boy and Head Girl 
 
Following a hard fought and often amusing campaign season, Christleton 
Sixth Form is delighted to announce that the new Head Boy and Girl for 2018/19 are: Aylin Bayraktar and Osian Williams 
Both candidates had to undertake a rigorous selection process which included, hustings in front of fellow students and staff as well as a full application form and covering letter. All our candidates performed admirably, 
with Osian and Aylin, just pipping the others to the post. 
A special mention must go to the other candidates who showed real guts 
and commitment during the hustings. They were Jasmine Pinkard, Matthew 
Clough and Aaron Davies. 
So let’s introduce them:
 
Aylin re-joined us from an International school in Turkey in autumn 2016 and 
immediately found her feet again. Having started in Year 7, Aylin embraced 
many school opportunities, including a school production of Oliver, as well as being a Drama Hot Scholar. The experience of living and learning 
in another culture for two years, has really shaped her and provided an appetite for bringing people together. Her dream is to “create a welcoming 
and friendly environment where all students are comfortable and happy”. 
Indeed, she wants to become “part of a team who could make a real impact 
on the school”. Her vision is to try and “integrate the Sixth Form alongside 
the rest of the school” with older students “becoming role models and leaders that other students can look up to”. 
Aylin hopes to study Maths or Physics at university, with her first choice being the University of Manchester. In the future she hopes to become an 
aerospace engineer at a top company such as Airbus. 
Osian, on the other hand, has been part of the furniture at Christleton since 
Year 7. He has represented the school in numerous guises including many 
school musicals, the concert band, choir and brass group. He currently runs 
and edits the Sixth Form magazine, ZED. His purpose in running for Head 
Boy is to give something back to the school that he has enjoyed so much 
since Year 7. Indeed, according to Osian it is “beyond peradventure that I 
will make a cardinal difference here at Christleton Sixth Form”. His goal is to 
focus on improving life for all students with our school environment. 
Osian, like Aylin has aspirations to go to university. His dream would be to study English Literature at Oxford and end up writing beautiful and insightful prose for a living.

 
We wish them both well.
 
Mr Cosstick

Extended Project 
Qualification Evening
On 15th March, 94 students in Year 12 and 13 presented their research  
findings to a panel of experts, teachers, students and parents.

Up! Up! & Away! –
Student Destinations 2018

Our Year 13 students have been 
working hard to complete UCAS 
applications before the deadline in 
early January.  The Sixth Form team, 
led by Mrs Mothersdale and ably 
assisted by the indefatigable Mrs 
Brown, Ms Kippax, Mrs Hughes and 
the tutors have signed, sealed and 
sent off 104 university applications.

Well done to all our Year 13 students 
who listened to advice, proactively 
sought help and used the feedback to 
create such impressive applications. 

Many students have already received 
offers from their first choices or been 
to interview. Notable successes 
include;

Isabella Cornwell
Biological Sciences at Oxford

Graeme Mochrie
Medicine at Manchester

Catriona Nibbs
Dentistry at Bristol

Lucy Osborne
Medicine at Manchester

Matthew Parkinson
Medicine and Surgery at 
Newcastle

Freya McConnell
Medicine at Cambridge

Jakub Cybulak
Mechanical Engineering at Bath

This is the first step in the run up 
to exams.

1. Set yourself a goal.
2. Put in place achievable targets to 

achieve that goal.
3. Work hard!
4. Revise smartly!
5. Enjoy exam success!
6. Relax! And enjoy the summer.
7. Let’s make sure that this is 

a record year, with everyone 
achieving their goal, whatever 
that may be.
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Life in the Sixth 
Form: What’s 
next?…

What’s it like to begin the 
transition process from A Levels 
to post-18 options?

We asked some of our current 
Year 13 students for their 
opinions and what advice they 
would give Year 12 students 
thinking of the decisions ahead…

Plan your time effectively and 
make sure you stay on top of 
your work. Using you’re study 
periods effectively is the key to 
success at Christleton…
Jasmine Prince

If 

you don’t know what you want 
to do in the future try out as 
many things as you can. Attend 
Open Days, visit universities and 
speak to people who have been 
through the UCAS process. It 
really does help.
Jamie Martin

Year 12 vs Year 13 
Charity Rugby Match
 

It was a tense atmosphere at the first inter-sixth form rugby match. The 

banter had been flying for weeks and it was destined to be a fierce 

competition, with only the most important prize up for grabs; pride. The 

game started awkwardly with a few a players clearly not sure what their 

position was, but soon James Robinson in Year 13 ran over the first try. It 

was a worrying start for Year 12 but the pre match training sessions had 

paid off and they looked like a much more disciplined team. It wasn’t long 

before they retaliated with Tom Thurston, Eric Evans and Arin Theard all 

running over tries before half time.

 

Arguments arose within the rank and file of Year 13 during the interval and 

a number of substitutes were made to try and get their back line in order. 

However, the preparation paid off and Year 12 looked dominant throughout 

the majority of the second half with Jason Taylor in Year 12 running over 

the last try to put the final nail in the Year 13 coffin. With two tries converted 

by Jack Goodall the game ended 24-5 to the Year 12’s.

 

During the match the Sixth Form students were raising money for their 

chosen charity, a big thank you has to go to the team who supplied the 

eager spectators with sugary treats. The boys would also like to thank 

James Preston who kindly volunteered his time to ref the match. It will be 

up to the new intake of Christleton Sixth Form to determine whether this 

well drilled side can ever be defeated - clearly an impossibility!

 

J. Rose (Impartial Head of Year 12)

E N R I C H M E N T
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To raise an understanding of mental 
health, staff and students have 
participated in training and launched a 
number of initiatives this year which we 
would like to celebrate.

Mental Health First Aid
Caitlin Senior Year 12

In September, a group of Year 12 
students and staff completed a Mental 
Health First Aid course delivered by 
CAMHS (Children and Adolescents 
Mental Health Services). We learnt about 
the causes and symptoms of poor mental 
health, and how to improve the mental 
health of others, specifically looking 
into depression and anxiety, suicide 
and psychosis, self-harm and eating 
disorders.  We’re now aiming to raise 
awareness and reduce stigma around 
mental health.

Since completing this course, many of us 
have begun providing 1-on-1 peer mentor 
sessions, offering support and guidance 
to anyone wanting assistance. We have 
also carried out assemblies for other year 
groups to help raise awareness about 
mental health. Our team also runs clubs 
at lunchtimes which are open to Year 7 
and Year 8 students. On a Tuesday at 
12:30, the Lego Club is run by Caitlin 
Senior, Joseph Ritson and Sophie Ball in 
Room five.  Friday Craft Club at 12:30, 

is run in Room five by Grace Lindsay Austin and Freya 
Bowerman. Soon, a rounder’s club will also start, which 
will be open to Year 7 and year 8 students.

Mindfulness - Seven of us are also 
completing a mindfulness course called 
“.b”, which is taught by Mrs O’ Hare. 
Mindfulness is scientifically proven to 
improve concentration and is beneficial 
at alleviating stress. Mrs O’ Hare runs a 
Mindfulness Club on Mondays in Room 
14 at 12:45.  Eleven members of staff 
also completed the mindfulness course 
with the aim of embedding it across the 
school.

Time to Change – Mrs Lawson launched the campaign 
which asked Year 7 students to make a pledge against 
the stigma around mental health.  The pledges were a 
great success and are on display in school.

We are recruiting Mental Health First Aiders - Year 
12 students for next year, if you are interested please 
contact Mrs Rose in The Hive.

If you would like further information regarding mental 
health or support please contact Mrs Rose in The Hive.

Student Services 

Mental Health  
Awareness

Awesome 
Walls in 
Liverpool on 
Saturday 20 
Jan 2018 
 
The day was enjoyed by all, with 
activities from small top rope walls 
to the awesome 17.5 metre lead 
wall which overhangs by 8 metres.

Student, Keiran Hooper shared his 
thoughts on the outing. 

“On Saturday I went climbing and 
went to KFC with school, I thought 
that it was amazing. I hope that 
the school do this more often. Four 
pupils and two teachers attended; 
therefore, it was not over crowded. 
I had a brilliant time. I learnt new 
skills and it helped me become a 
better climber. I had lots fun. I also 
liked how there was a range of 
pupils in different years. I also liked 
how the car journey was short.”

E N R I C H M E N T

Year 9 Look-a-likes… 
As a result of numerous teachers 
mixing up these two 
wonderful students we 
would like to take this 
opportunity to set 
the record straight. 

Please note that in 
the accompanying 
photograph, Lauren 
Acott from 9L2 is 
on the left and Izzy 
Ellis from 9L1 is on the 
right….or is it Lauren on 
the right, and Izzy on the left…?!!
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Our Amy Winehouse Experience

We had previously been told that we 
were going to be visited by the Amy 
Winehouse Foundation during an 
assembly. We had not been told what 
we would being spoken to about, but 
I’m sure that many of us were not ready 
for how emotional this assembly would 
be.   

Once we were all seated, the woman 
that had been waiting for us to arrive, 
stood up and introduced herself, she 
seemed friendly but nervous, which 
was expected. We were surprised 
to hear she was a previous victim of 
alcohol and drug abuse. She asked us 
politely if we wouldn’t judge her for any 
past mistakes she had made.

She began speaking and from the 
first sentence, it had an impact on the 
room’s atmosphere. She continued, 
explaining why she made such terrible 
and life changing decisions, including: 
doing drugs regularly at a young age, 
drinking large an amount of alcohol 
and peer pressure lead her into 
dangerous situations.  

Most of these decisions she made 
were because of her home life and 
peer pressure. She told us that she 
felt like she didn’t fit in and she started 
hanging around with people a lot 
older than her. At this point, they were 
already consuming alcohol and drugs 
and so she followed their lead, not 
wanting them to think she was weird 
for not doing it as well. Soon she was 
addicted and was having more than her 
newly made friends. She took drugs 
such as: Heroin, cannabis and other 
substances.   She had children with an 
abusive partner and ended up leaving 
him after her second child, leaving her 
with two young children and finding 
her own way through motherhood. Her 
addiction got to the point where her 
children were taken off her and put 
into care. She would do anything to get 
them back.

So took the decision to go to 
rehabilitation. She explained that it 
was an extremely hard period for her 
as she was gradually weaned off the 
substances, but eventually she made 
it and had stopped drinking. When she 
came to visit us, she hadn’t drank any 
alcohol for six years!  
 
The Amy Winehouse foundation was 
set up by Amy’s parents after her death 
and they have helped many other 
addicts recover just like this lady did.  
We have all realised that to fit in, you 
don’t need to change the person you 
are, how you look or how you see the 
world. You need to find people that 
appreciate you for who you already 
are and not the person they want you 
to become. This is why we think that 
these foundations should spread the 
awareness to schools everywhere and 
get it to the children before it 
gets worse.

What is The Amy Winehouse Foundation? 
The Amy Winehouse foundation works with young people to inform and educate 
them about the effects drug and alcohol misuse. They also support people seeking 
help with their drug and alcohol related problems and those needing on-going 
support with their recovery.
 
Who was Amy Winehouse?
Amy was a singer before she died of alcohol and drug misuse. The foundation was 
set up by her family who wanted to teach people about drugs and alcohol and 
what effects they have on our bodies. Mentally and physically.
 
What was the message of the visit?
We were very lucky to have a visit from one of the volunteers at the Amy 
Winehouse foundation come into our school. The lady that came in give us a 
presentation about her story and what she has been through. Hearing a real story 
of someone being addicted to drugs and alcohol really put it into perspective for 
us and  made us more aware of what actually happens when someone is addicted 
to theses things. The outcome of assembly was positive and made a lot of people 
realise how important it is not to take drugs to make themselves feel a certain way 
as it makes you feel a lot worse after the effect has worn off.  Sophie Benton

The Amy Winehouse Foundation are 
now a regular fixture here at CHS.  The 
Foundation recently visited the school 
to speak with our students’ Years 7, 8, 
11, and Key Stage 5.  They will be back 
in the school soon to speak with our 
current Year 9 & 10 students. Amy and 
her music touched the lives of millions, 
and when she tragically passed away 
on July 23rd 2011, aged only 27, it didn’t 
just break the hearts of her family and 
close friends – it had a huge impact all 
over the world.

That’s why her family felt it was 
important to keep her memory alive. On 
the 14th September of that year, they 
set up the Amy Winehouse Foundation 
– on what would have been Amy’s 
28th birthday. Amy was passionate 
about helping young people, and fully 
understood the problems that many of 
them face.

The Amy Winehouse Foundation works 
to prevent the effects of drug and 
alcohol misuse on young people. We 
also aim to support, inform and inspire 
vulnerable and disadvantaged young 
people to help them reach their full 
potential.

The Year 8 students had an assembly 
given by a recovering drug and alcohol 
addict. She told us her story and 
everything she lost from going down 
that path. We found it truly inspiring that 
she had the courage to come into our 
school and talk to hundreds of children 
about what she has been through. 

During the assembly we realized that it 
is not as easy to say “no” to the people 
pressuring you to take drugs. She went 
into rehab twice so she could recover.
She told us her story and how it started 
at around our age. It made us all think 
about how we can all be manipulated, 
and how our mind set and our home 
environment affects our decisions at 
school or with friends. It also made us 
realize the power and the consequence 
of our actions and words can shape the 
rest of our future.

We learnt how the Amy Winehouse 
Foundation bought her back to what 
mattered in life which was her children 
and building a bright future for them. 
Hearing her story made us believe that 
we always say “no”, and the minute 
you say “yes”, your life could change 
forever.  Becca, Faye & Kaitlin Year 8
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Taking the Lead 

Over the last year we have been 
trialling the use of dogs in school to 
be used as follows: -
• To act as a calming influence and 

focus of attention for students 
feeling stressed or upset, 
helping to elevate anxieties and 
frustrations.

• To be taken for walks around 
the school site as a reward for 
students for their positive attitude 
and behaviour and to develop 
self-esteem and confidence

• To be ‘read to’ in a quiet area 
by students receiving literacy 
support

• Several staff have brought their 
dogs to work we have identified 
students for these purposes, and 
a clear procedure is followed.

Here’s what some of the students 
and staff involved think about the 
experience: -

“Every Thursday on Week A, Mr 
Francis brings his dog, Ted, to school. 
During Period Five, Ted comes into 
Student Services. Sometimes we 
read to Ted and other times we take 
him for a walk. We think having a 
dog in school is a good thing for 
students. Reading to him is a good 
idea because we can have fun 
with him whilst reading and it helps 
us to feel comfortable in a quiete 
environment. When we read to Ted, 
he is really calm and tends to fall 
asleep. It is good for Ted as when 
we take him on walks he can run 
around, have fun and be energetic. 
We personally think having a comfort 
dog in school is great because we 
think dogs can help with learning and 
self-confidence. Ever since we have 
had a dog at school, our learning and 
confidence has grown. Just having 
an animal with you can improve your 
abilities and keep you calm. A dog 

is a perfect animal to find comfort 
in since they are loving, fun and 
soothing to be around”.
Lauren Makinson & Libby Keepence 
Year 8 

“Blue is a three year old Merle Border 
Collie. Normally that breed of dog 
is black and white but he is a lovely 
shade of grey. Blue is extremely 
calm around children and is never 
too excited. His owner (Miss Cowley) 
is very generous to let students of 
Christleton High School read to 
her wonderful dog Blue. By doing 
this with her dog, this is letting the 
students develop their reading skills. 
Blue is making the pupils feel more 
confident when reading to a group 
of people. He is a relatively big dog 
because he is around 70cm in height. 
Blue is very friendly to students. 
Overall we are very thankful to both 
Miss Cowley and her dog Blue for 
letting us read to them.”
Faye Wright, Grace Fisher & Amelie 
Barwise Year 7
 
“Blue’s presence in this Friday 
afternoon English lesson has 
added so much value and enriched 
the library experience for many 
pupils who had previously lacked 
confidence, particularly in reading 
aloud. Blue has had a positive 
influence on behaviour too with 
students calmer and more focused. In 
future sessions, Blue will be a source 
of inspiration for the Year 7s creative 
writing.”
Miss Cowley Blue’s Dog Log  
 
Each member of staff who brings their 
dog in for these purposes, ensures 
that a ‘Dog Log’ is completed, which 
details which students have spent 
time with their dog, and for what 
activity.

Special thanks to Abraham, Alfie, 
Bella, Bertie, Blue, Roxy and Ted (and 
their owners!) who have all brought 
tail-wagging comforts to our students 
over the last year.

STOP PRESS: 
News of our Comfort Dog 
Initiative has reached the BBC, 
who will be coming 
into school for 
filming of dogs 
and students 
during the 
summer term.

with Comfort Dogs Initiative 
It is widely recognised that dogs can bring affection and comfort and 
are often used as part of therapeutic activities.  
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iResearch – Popular Spring Quizzes!  
World Book Day. Thursday 1st March 2018
On a snowy afternoon on Thursday 1st March, the Christleton iResearch was filled with buckets of 
sweets for a Roald Dahl themed World Book Day. The tagline for the library lunchtime event was 

‘Everything is Edible!’ – a quote from Dahl’s classic ‘Charlie and the Chocolate Factory’. 
There were golden chocolate eggs and coins hidden among the shelves, along with 

5 golden tickets, hidden around and inside books. The clues to find these tickets 
were written the fairy code drawn from Artemis Fowl novels. If you deciphered the 
clues in time you could win a large bar of chocolate. We also had several quiz 
questions on the theme of ‘Food in Fiction’ with the winning team awarded with 
plates of sweets to share between them. All participants got a free book token.
 
The theme of the event and its activities were organized and hosted by top 
set Year 8 students, along with Miss Cowley, iResearch Manager, dressed in an 

Oompa Loompa costume. Year 9 English hot scholars Vivian Hammerton and 
Lola Latifa helped host the event and joined in the Dahl spirit of the occasion by 

dressing up as Matilda and Miss Honey. As usual the library was packed with teams. 
Charlotte Mercer, Carys Wallace & Miss Cowley

 
Food in Fiction Quiz
1. What favourite food was Edmund given by the White Witch when she first found him in Narnia?
2. What kind of food did Sam-I-am ask for in a poem by Doctor Seuss?
3. What is the popular wizard drink served at the Three Broomsticks at Hogsmeade?
4. What was Bruce Bogtrotter forced to eat by Miss Trunchbull?
5. What type of lethal berries did Katniss and Peeta almost eat at the end of the Hunger Games?
6. What type of Wonka sweet tastes like a three course meal?  
7. What is the strongest drink in the universe, according to Douglas Adams?
  
May the Fourth Be With You Quiz.  

On Friday 4th May the iResearch held a sci-fi themed quiz in honour of what is now known as 
National Star Wars day. During the quiz we had 3 rounds: A picture round, Marvel round 

and Star Wars round. We now know the extended comic book and film knowledge 
of the lower school and sixth formers. The quiz had very comic book related 

questions like name and other general knowledge to do with science fiction 
related books like ‘The Maze Runner’ ‘The Martian’ and ‘Ready Player One’.         
There were 12 teams at the quiz including 3 sixth form teams. The winning team 
was made up of three year 7 boy - Attila Doman, Zack Rowe and Toby Griffiths. 
Their team were called ‘The Culture Club’ and did very well considering they 
are Year 7 and must have a very good comic book & sci-fi knowledge. The quiz 

was very hyperactive and it was very close with runner up teams ‘Qui-Gon Jin-n-
Tonic’ and ‘The Avengers’ only a few points behind. The prize for winning the May 

the 4th quiz was hamper filled with space themed sweets such as  Haribo Starmix, 
Galaxy Chocolate, Mars and Milky Way bars and Starbursts. Tom Elvey, Morgan Thomas & 

Geraint Rees-Hughes

Dance like nobody is watching 
– London Olympic Stadium! 
 
2017 Britain’s Got Talent winner Tokio Myers headed up the bill of match day 

entertainment at London Olympic Stadium when Saracens faced Harlequins 
in their Aviva Premiership showpiece fixture at the venue on Saturday 24th 

March. Multi-instrumentalist, composer and producer Tokio Myers fuses classical 
piano with electronic sounds and beats, creating an immersive and compelling 
experience.  

Joining Tokio, were our students dancers!!!! In the February Half Term, 
students were committed to four days of workshops before the event, 
when choreographers from Pro-Excel Dance Movement came to work with 
students to teach them and rehearse the dance production. 

Students had to be at school at the crack of dawn to get the coach to the 
London Olympic Stadium! They were all very excited despite the long day 

ahead. The dance was performed as planned which was a huge success 
after all the practice and hard work! 

      The day was enjoyed by all, with some very tired staff and students on the  
           coach after the event!

E-Safety  
Ambassador 
Training Course  
I joined the E-Safety 
Ambassadors Team and 
attended a half-day course to 
Police HQ for E-Safety training 
on the 22 September 2017. We 
really enjoyed finding out new 
things about how to stay safe on 
the internet. 

We enjoyed some activities, 
which involved us getting up 
and meeting other ambassadors 
from different schools while the 
teachers went into a different 
room to do a different course. 
We all had a sheet of paper 
and played bingo, we had to go 
around the room and ask others 
about their hobbies, favourite 
food and what TV channel they 
watched last night etc. 

There were about 12 boxes 
you had to fill to win the bingo, 
which meant you had to meet 
12 different people, which 
encouraged everyone to speak 
to each other. 

After the activities, we were 
given a long talk about social 
media and how the internet is 
not always a safe place, even 
your own laptop is not safe. 
We enjoyed our morning out, 
teachers learned a lot too!

Nung Sirisot Year 10BA1
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Bikeability Cycle Training
Bikeability Cycle Training is 
designed to give young people 
the skills and experience to cycle 
safely and confidently. It is Cycling 
Proficiency for the 21st century and 
involves cycling in both an off-road 
environment and on roads around 
the vicinity of the school. 

Students enjoy cycling and of 
course it brings many health 
benefits, develops confidence and 
gives them independence. Young 
people who have been trained are 
much safer and, in addition, tend to 
cycle more.

The training has taken place 
on a number of different school 
days during the period January / 
February 2018.

MHUTO, Morgan   7BA1 
MINSHULL, George   7BA1
PRICE, Keane   7BA1
WALSH, Conor   7BA1
WOOD, Zach   7BA1
THOMPSON, Harry   7BA1
SAFINA, Dylan   7BA1
SKINNER, Eliska   7BA2
HOLMES, Ben   7BA2
MCDONNELL, Amy   7BA2
JONES, Harry   7BA2
NIXON-CROMPTON, Abigail  7BY1
CAKIR, Daniel   7BY1
EVANS, Harry   7BY1
LITTLEWORTH, Alex   7BY1
EVANS, Nieve   7BY1
ASHFORD, Samuel   7BY2
HOSKER, Fraser   7BY2
HUTCHINS, George   7BY2
SINCLAIR, Rory   7BY2
FOWLER, Max   7BY2
HALL, Niall  7BY2
ARNOLD, Fintan   7K1
BISHOP, Jason   7K1
FLAHERTY, Samuel   7K1
GRIFFITHS, Toby   7K1
JONES, Sam   7K1
PIERCE, Joseph   7K1
ROBERTS, Ben   7K1
BAGBY, Samuel   7K2
CRAWFORD, Daisy   7K2
SMITH, Ben   7K2
SIDDALL, Natasha   7K2
LYONS SHAW, Dillon   7K2
ARDESHIR, Edward   7L1
EVANS, Cally   7L1
JENKINS, Harvey   7L1
EDWARDS, Will   7L1
BOOTH, Joseph   7L1
THOMAS, Hinano   7L1
KONSTANT-HAMBLING, Loki  7L1
ORME, Daniel  7L1
CASWELL PERRY, Charli   7L2
DENTITH, Samantha   7L2
CLEGG, Owen   7L2
WHEELER, Dylan   7L2
THISTLE, William   8BA1
BURMAN, Jack   8BA1
OCONNOR, Hannah   8BA1
RALPH, Gregor   8BA1
RUDD, Daniel   8BA2
GORNALL, Kathryn   8BA2
HARRIS, Joe   8BA2
BRADLEY, Evie   8BA2
LEA, Hannah   8BA2
THOMAS, Morgan   8BY1
ELVEY, Tom  8BY1
BARROWCLIFF, Matt   8BY2
LEATHER, Owen   8BY2
BEACHAM, Max  8BY2
CATTON, Laura  8K1
TABERNER, Joe   8K2
TRAYNOR, Jack   8K2
BENTON, Bradley   8K2
WRIGLEY, Madeline   8K2
RICHARDS, Alex  8K2
GRAHAM, Tom  8L1
HAIR, Michael   8L1
LITTLER, Olli  8L1
TAYLOR, Hannah   8L2
ROBINSON, Henry   8L2
ASHLEY, Patrick   9BA2
BULL, Harvey   9K1

Level 2: 11 students in Year 7 and 8
Students received a two hour Level One 
refresher in the School grounds before 
being taken onto the roads.  Level Two takes 
place on local streets, giving students a real 
cycling experience. Trainees learn how to 
deal with traffic on short journeys such as 
cycling to school or the local shops.
Students learn how to: -
• prepare for on-road cycling
• start and finish an on-road journey
• recognise typical hazards
• let others know what you are about to do
• know where to ride on the road
• pass parked vehicles and side roads
Congratulations to those students who 
successfully complete the Level 2 training.

Level 3: 78 students in Year 7 and 8 
Pupils learn advanced cycle safety skills

Pupils from Christleton High School have 
learned advanced cycle safety skills thanks 
to a scheme funded by Cheshire West and 
Chester Council.

Nationally qualified ‘Bikeability’ instructors 
from ‘Cycle Experience’ provided Bikeability 
Level 3 training sessions for students in 
Years 7 and 8.

The Bikeability Level 3 course teaches 
students the advanced skills to tackle more 

challenging roads and traffic situations, 
including busier streets, queuing traffic, 
complex junctions and roundabouts.

Despite the typical wintry weather 
conditions, all students showed great 
commitment and enthusiasm to take part 
and learn how to identify and manage 
all hazardous situations. The instructors 
commended them on their positive attitude, 
good preparation and enthusiasm.

The Council’s Cabinet Member for 
Environment, Councillor Karen Shore said: 
“Over three weeks a total of 73 students 
completed the course and achieved Level 3 
accreditation.

“This not only means that they have learnt 
some important safety and confidence-
boosting skills, but also that they are now 
recognised by the school as accredited 
cyclists who can put their new skills to work 
and cycle to school in a safe manner. Well 
done and congratulations to everyone.”

Steve Kyriacou, Regional Manager – Cycle 
Experience added: “All the students were 
a joy to teach, displaying excellent cycling 
skills and achieving all Level 3 outcomes – 
they were a credit to their school and big 
thanks to everyone involved for their superb 
assistance.”

Students who participated
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at Conway 
Centre!

A small group of Year 10 art 
students went to Anglesey 
for the weekend of 23rd – 
24th March. They worked 
with Art teachers and 

students from other schools. 
The course is designed to 
enrich students’ portfolios and 
give them the opportunity to 
use new skills and media in an 
intense art environment. Here  
is what they all said about it:
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“Our weekend at Conway was much more 
successful than I had imagined. Not only did I 
expand my knowledge of Artists, their work and 
cultures, but I also developed new skills. I loved 
how we worked in stages. Rachel Green (our 
teacher for the weekend), was always uplifting 
and helpful when activities got difficult. I would 
love to go again, the whole experience was  
eye-opening and I hope to use the techniques  
that I learnt in school.”   
Emily Watkins Year 10BA2

“Conway art weekend was a new experience 
for me and I loved it! We created a final piece as 
well as two design sheets. Rachel Green even 
gave us advice on how we could develop our art 
when were are back at school. The difference in 
contemporary cultural art compared to traditional, 
which I have studied before was refreshing and 
the range of skills that I have developed will  
help my in the future.”   
Georgia Thomas Year 10BY1

“My weekend at Conway was highly challenging, 
but so much fun! I developed new skills and used 
ones which I never know I had. Rachel Green 
pushed me to challenge myself and she helped 
me in every way possible. I am very pleased with 
the work I have created over the course of the 
weekend and cannot wait to challenge myself 
even further as I develop my work and the  
skills I have learnt.”   
Lottie Astle Year 10L1

“My trip to the Conway Centre allowed me to 
incorporate the use of textiles into various different 
pieces, inspired by multiple artists. My teacher, 
Sarah Forster, was very patient and helped me 
to produce the best work I possibly could. This 
trip helped me to expand my use of mixed media, 
which will help me to create more exploratory 
work in the future.”   
Bethan Johnson Year 10K1

“Over the weekend we were able to explore new 
media and art styles. Through using different 
materials we were able to express our creativity 
in different ways and learn how to create art with 
new techniques. I felt really challenged by this.”  
Kate LeBreton Year 10BY1

“The task I was given was quite challenging. 
There were different elements that needed to be 
brought together into one final piece in such a 
short time scale. What we would normally do over 
weeks in school we did in two days! I’m surprised 
I got it all done and too such a 
high standard. Sarah Forster was 
a wonderful teacher! I love the 
final pieces and the skills that 
I gained can be applied in my 
own work back at school. It’s 
amazing to see how different 
cultures can collide to make 
one piece of art. This is 
something I can represent  
in my own work.”   
Becca Mossop Year 10L1

“This weekend I was given 
the opportunity to learn 
about the Arabian culture 
involving calligraphy. The 
course introduced us all 
to the different artists 
who have expressed their 
culture using their intricate 
calligraphy designs. It 
was extremely interesting 
and showed me how 
much I didn’t know about 
Middle Eastern cultures. 
The techniques and new 
processes I learnt also 
introduced me to an array 
of developmental ideas  
for my art portfolio.”   
Sarah Efobi Year 10L2

“My experience in Conway 
was different than I expected, I really had fun. 
Despite being challenged and finding some 
tasks difficult, I’ve had a great time learning  
new skills that I can use for my GCSE and  
in the future.”   
Megan Williams Year 10L2

“My weekend at the Conway Centre was 
enjoyable. In the art class I learnt different 
art techniques that can be used in my  
future work. (The food was good too!)” 
Jessica Gordon Year 10K2
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In November 2017, Ben Lumley 
came in to talk to our GCSE and 
A Level Art and Photography 
students about his work and 
how he is growing a successful 
freelance business in the 
creative industries.

Ben Lumley is a creative artist 
at heart, he is blessed to 
spend his days telling other 
people’s stories through is 
photography. Ben works with 
races, brands and runners 
around the country, telling 
powerful stories, working 
to create marketing and PR 
images to delight people. Ben 
is a runner himself and knows 
what a runner wants to see in 
an action shot. 

As well as our exam students, 
the Art Department invited 
this year’s Art Hot Scholars, 
all of our First Prize Winners 
from the recent Key Stage 3 
sketchbook competition and 
of course, our already-up-
and-running photographers, 
including Joe Bramall. Joe is in 
Year 13 and has already been 
commissioned to take some 
very high stake shots including 
wedding and Year 11 Prom 
photographs. Ben’s visit was  
an inspirational event and we 
were all very lucky to hear  
from such a passionate  
and engaging speaker.

After his informative  
and exciting talk, Ben 
generously shared 
further experience 
with Art staff who 
would like to thank 
him for his time, 
kindness and wise 
advice for our 
students.

Art & Photography 
Students Reflect 
on the Pathways 
Visit from Sports 
Photographer 

   Ben 
Lumley
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Comments from our A Level 
Photography students:

“It was reassuring to hear that Ben 
Lumley has encountered many 
challenges along his journey when 
trying to start his business. Despite 
being, a good photographer Ben 
still finds it extremely difficult to get 
work. Ben did not try to hide how 
hard it is to be a photographer; but 
he was an extremely motivational and 
inspirational.”
Tess Bowman

“I found it inspiring how Ben Lumley 
quit his job to pursue his dream of 
being a photographer and stuck 
with it, even through all the struggles 
he encountered. Because of his 
persistence, he ended up being a 
successful photographer.”
Sophie Palgrave-Neath

“It was very inspiring to see how Ben 
Lumley developed his photography 
career from an un-creative individual 
to someone who can capture such 
amazing photographs. This really 
motivated me to push myself to do 
what I want to do in the creative 
industries. He was a very impressive 
and a real an inspiration to everyone.”  
Molly Smith

“I found the talk with Ben Lumley a 
unique and enriching experience 
for any budding photographer. He 
discussed his variety of backgrounds 
and showed how he built a career 
from a passion. I think it was a rare 
chance that everyone, including 
myself, greatly appreciated.”
Tylea Peters

“Having Ben Lumley come in to talk to 
us was a good experience. It helped 
me to have courage in myself and 
know that it is okay to encounter 
struggles on any path I take. I also 
found it inspirational that he did not 
know what he wanted to do until he 
went through barriers.”
Emily Black

“It was very inspiring to see how Ben 
Lumley developed his photography 
career from an un-creative individual 
to someone who can capture such 
amazing photographs. This really 
motivated me to push myself to do 
what I want to do in the creative 
industries. He was a very impressive 
and a real an inspiration to everyone.
I found the talk with Ben Lumley a 
unique and enriching experience 
for any budding photographer. He 
discussed his variety of backgrounds 
and showed how he built a career 
from a passion. I think it was a rare 
chance that everyone, including me, 
greatly appreciated.  

Having Ben Lumley come into talk to 
us was a good experience to have. It 
helped me to have courage in myself 
and know that it’s alight to encounter 
struggles on any path I take. I also 
found it an inspiration that he didn’t 
know what he wanted to do until he 
went through barriers.”
Year 12 Photographers 

“I feel that Ben gave everyone a great 
example of how to follow your dreams 
and his story shows how things in 
life can go up or down, but you will 
always be able to make something of 
yourself.

Ben’s story deeply resonated with me 
and I found him very relatable. His 
delivery was chatty and engaging, 
without being patronising or clichéd. 
He provided valuable insight into 
how one can enter the creative 
industries and develop a personal 
style, which is something that I found 
particularly useful. His story shows 
that you needn’t worry if your life isn’t 
all planned out, because you can 
still find success relatively late in the 
game. This was something I found 
comforting.

I enjoyed Ben’s talk, as it was very 
honest and he was able to keep 
everybody’s attention throughout the 
talk, it helped me as I am hoping to 
have a career in the creative field.”
Year 13 Fine Artists

“I thought the talk was really 
interesting. It showed me that a 
creative pathway isn’t always as linear 
as I thought it was, seeing his work 
was impressive.

I found his talk was interesting and 
inspirational. Furthermore I feel like 
it has motivated me to start thinking 
of putting my artwork out there. I also 
enjoyed seeing his artwork and what 
his style is like.

Ben’s talk inspired me, as it showed 
his interest and passion for what he 
does. Coupled with the time he was 
willing to invest in his work, proved 
that as long as you are willing to work 
hard for what you love, you will make 
immense progress.”
Year 12 Fine Artists
 
“I found it really interesting to see how 
Ben Lumley’s life has evolved through 
the years and how he went through a 
lot of different careers in order to find 
which one he was passionate about. 
The talk really inspired me to make a 
similar business of my own one day.
His talk was interesting to listen to, 
because it was inspirational to hear 
how Ben turned his life around so fast. 
The main thing I took from it, was that 
you should wake up and want to go 
to work.

I found the speech really interesting 
and inspiring as Ben showed that 
you can do what you really love to 
do as a job and get paid. He learned 
everything he does himself and I 
thought that was really motivating as 
well.”
Year 11 Fine Artists

Ben was an inspiration when 
he spoke to our students 
about making their  
dreams a reality. 

Students were so inspired, 
a big thank you to the Art 
department for arranging  
this session! 
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The washing  
line exhibition displays 
the talent and variety 
of artwork within our 
school. The reason 
the washing line is 
so wonderful, is it 
highlights the teachers’ 
and students’ diverse 
personalities.

It brightened up our 
Hall with a bright array 
of colours. Without 
the help of the Art Hot 
Scholars, teachers, 
volunteers and the 
effort of the students, 
the exhibition wouldn’t 
be possible. It was an 
amazing opportunity to 
show off our art to all 
who enter the Hall.
Luke Sturgess Year 8L2

Hanging High
A group of girls from Year 9 embarked 
upon an art project to paint a door 
leading to an RE classroom. The 4 girls: 
Amelia, Ella, Savannah and Ellie all 
worked together to create a depiction of 
the Hindu god Ganesh. 

They decorated the door around the 
edges with colourful patterns which 
go well with the main picture. The end 
product is an impressive entrance to the 
RE room 21. It also compliments religious 
scenes which are painted on other doors 
in the RE department. 

The girls included a wide range of 
techniques to create the beautiful and 
educational scene from the Hindu 
religion. 

Ganesh is a Hindu god which is familiar 
to many of us and the girls have done a 
fantastic job creating the painting which 
enhances the spirit of the RE department.

Nathanael Maynard Year 9LA2

Ganesh Door Painting
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Hanging High
Year 10 teaching Year 12 

In Art we value the 

contributions from past 

and present students. 

Recently, it was our 

pleasure in A Level 

Photography to welcome 

Year 10 students Oliver 

Hynds and John Jessop 

to share with Year 12 

students how they have 

created entrepreneurial 

opportunities within 

Photography. 

The boys did a great job 

and it was very good 

to be inspired by their 

enterprising attitudes and 

diverse experiences.

Photography
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Hannah Rain is in her second 
year at Bournemouth University 
studying T.V Production and 
absolutely loving her course. 
Hannah came into Art to speak 
to a range of students. Due 
to her hugely creative ideas 
and enthusiasm, Hannah was 
welcomed into Bournemouth 
University to study her passion. 
Her uncle and his career in T.V. 
inspired her. He has edited many 
popular reality T.V. shows such 
as ‘Celebrity Big Brother’ and is 
currently editing another widely 
watched programme ‘Ex on the 
Beach’.  

She was expected to have done 
lots of work experience prior 
to studying T.V Production at 
university and worked on big 
shows such as X-Factor where she 
helped out with Live Rehearsals. 
She was able to share with us, just 
how much work goes into a single 
one hour show.  

The T.V Production course consists 
of both, producing and directing 
shows, and it takes about six 
students to produce one shoot- it 
is a lot of work and, as a result, 
Hannah spends most of her time 
creating shows for assignments 
and meeting deadlines.
This involves postproduction 
editing, in which she wasn’t so 
confident, but the other side of 
production is, coming up with 
ideas for the shows. Hannah loves 
this and is very successful at it. 
Within one semester, Hannah’s 
group at university produced 
five shows which included 
predominantly children’s shows 
and an over forties’ game show 
called ‘The Pyramid’.  

In the future, Hannah sees herself 
working in T.V Production on high 
profile shows like X-Factor, but she 
is not, yet, entirely sure, as she 
wants to see where her university 
studies take her. Next year she 
is doing the second part of her 
course, which is called Production 

Management; from there she is 
planning to apply for an internship, 
but again she is keeping her 
options open.

As students, we found this quite 
reassuring, as many of us are still 
not sure of where our art skills 
could take us. Knowing that, at her 
stage, Hannah still has options, 
is reassuring. It was fascinating 
to gain insight into what goes on 
behind huge T.V shows we all 
watch every day and to learn just 
how much work goes into these 
productions.

Finally, as an A-Level Photography 
student myself, I especially found it 
very interesting and helpful to hear 
how photography can be used in 
so many different professions. It 
is very reassuring and inspiring 
me to think about what I could 
pursue with my passion for art and 
photography, just like Hannah!  
 
Molly Smith Year 12

 TV Production
at Bournemouth University with Hannah Rain
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 TV Production
at Bournemouth University with Hannah Rain

This annual visit enabled our Year 10 GCSE 
students to meet their pen pals, and for those 
who came to Paris with us last September, a 
chance to meet up with the students they’d 
met when we visited their school.

The French students had the opportunity 
to experience a taste of the English school 
system, by spending the morning in 
lessons and our students had the chance 
to practice their French skills.  Our A Level 
French students planned and delivered a 
presentation about our school and took the 
French teachers on a tour of the school, 
conversing only in French.

It was a fabulous morning, in which students 
from both schools were able to practise their 
language skills and make new friends!

M O D E R N  F O R E I G N

Year 10 students and their teachers from Collège  
Jean Mermoz, just outside Paris, spent the morning  
together at Christleton High School on the 16th May.

Graphic Design+Print Management
• Print  • Promotions

• Creative Graphics

Cheshire’s Creative 
Social Enterprise, part of 

  The NeuroMuscular Centre 
charity, all profits go  

  towards supporting 
our  vital work. 
with muscular 

dystrophy.

Contact Alison Evans
01606 863464

alison-evans@nmcentre.com

nmcdesignandprint.com
Proud publishers of The Swan.

 L A N G U AG E S
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When we arrived we enjoyed the 
morning learning how to draw 
circles on code and colour them in 
red white and blue. We had a good 
time experiencing and working with 
Python the code teaching website.

We ate a lovely lunch prepared for 
us by the Cosford kitchen staff!
In the afternoon we had an 
informative tour of one of the 
hangers where we were shown 
engines of Torpedo’s and Spitfires.
We saw how mechanics repair the 
scratches and dents on parts of an 
aircraft, how pilots survive with the 
cool new technology and we saw 
parachutes that they would use in 
the event of a crash.

We were even able to experience 
being inside a cockpit and sitting in 
the pilot’s seat!

We all really enjoyed visiting 
Cosford and we hope to go back 
again and visit sometime soon.
Cadet Sarah Hooper 

RAF CCF 
Cadet’s 
Cosford 
Trip
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“Before my 
Air Cadet Leadership 

Course, I did not even have the 
confidence to put my hand up in 
class. There are two aspects of 
leadership for me: confidence and 
competence. I lacked confidence. 

As a result of being 
part of the CCF I have 

become a more 
confident outgoing 

individual who 
is now able to 
lead assemblies’ 
to over 200 
people, make 
speeches in 
front of over 
120 people 
e.g. at our 
annual Dining 
In event.

The CCF has 
not only made 

me a better 
person but has 

given me a vast 
array of opportunities 

that I couldn’t have 
found anywhere else.” I 

was promoted to the rank 
of Cadet Warrant Officer and 

was nominated for the Sir John 
Thompson Memorial Sword and 
was in the top five cadets in 
the UK.  I also received the De 
Havilland Medal – RAF Cranwell 
20th May 2018.  It all started for 
me really, when I completed the 
ACLC Leadership Training course 
at RAF Cranwell.  My confidence 
soared!” 
Cadet Warrant Officer (CWO) 
William MacDonald

The Sir John Thompson 
Memorial Sword Award 

and De Havilland 
Medal Ceremony 

RAF Cranwell
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Gold Duke of 

Edinburgh Training

The training day was hopefully not 

an indication of the weather the 

teams would face for the practice 

expedition. As students started the 

training day walk there was very 

little visibility from Ponderosa Cafe, 

a perfect exercise to navigate to the 

masts.

 
The practice expedition was held in 

North Wales in the hills surrounding 

Llanwrst. The first day had 

spectacular views of the Snowdonia 

mountains. The sun made an 

appearance all day, which meant 

that the overnight temperatures 

dropped and a very chilly morning 

welcomed the students for day two.

 
The remaining days were focused 

on the Conwy valley with plenty 

of navigating and exploring the 

fields and marshes.  With plenty of 

improvements noted, the practice 

will set them up for a successful test 

in August.

Going for Gold!
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Going for Gold!

In March, 15 well deserving 
students received a prestigious 
invitation to receive their Gold DofE 
certificate in London. Excitement 
spread quickly when they realised 
the presentation was to be held in 
the gardens of Buckingham Palace. 
Dressed smartly for the occasion 
we all cleared security and met and 
registered at the DofE North flag on 
the lawns of the palace.
 
A large cohort of celebrities 
emerged from the palace doors 
and stood on the steps for 
photographs and as they wandered 
through the crowds it was clear that 
some students were keen to get 
selfies.
 
The Countess of Wessex was 
very pleasant as she talked with 
our students, asking a number 
of questions and interested to 
discover what activities the Gold 
award holders had undertaken to 
gain their awards.  

The certificates were presented by 
Alex Staniforth, a local adventure 
seeker and the sun shone 
throughout the day, making it a very 
special occassion.
 
Students receiving the award 
James Bagby, Cameron Bradley, 

Joe Brammall, George Campbell, 
Lizzy Gornall, Ellie Kanwar, Hannah 
Lathaen, Will Macdonald, Rebecca 
Nibbs, James Robinson, Sorcha 
Rushton, Blythe Walker, Billy Walsh, 
Jenny Wilkinson. 
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Duke of Edinburgh

Silver Training

January 2018
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Duke of Edinburgh

Silver Training

January 2018

After a speedy equipment, check 

the cohort of sixty-nine students 

headed to Loggerheads Country 

Park.  We met with instructors 

from the Conway Centre, split into 

seven teams, set off into the hills, 

and surrounding countryside from 

Llanferres.

Concentrating on expedition skills, 

teams spent the day refreshing map 

work and navigation skills, working 

through an emergency and getting 

to grips with bearings.

 
The weather was a wakeup call 

compared to June expeditions and 

on the top, teams experienced wind 

and rain.  Fingers crossed, that the 

future expeditions have favorable 

conditions.

 
Mrs L Humphries
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Duke of Edinburgh

Bronze Training

2018
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Duke of Edinburgh

Bronze Training

2018

Everyone arrived promptly at 

Tattenhall Outdoor Centre, where 

students were allocated instructors 

who took them through a number of 

expedition skills workshops.

By the end of the morning, all 

students had learnt safe use of the 

stoves, how to pitch and care for 

tents, what to do in an emergency 

situation, what food to take, how 

to pack a rucksack, what clothing 

and equipment to take, finishing 

off the day with some map work 

and planning a route ready for the 

second training day.

 
We all woke to a good layer of snow 

as the ‘Mini Beast from the East’ 

hit Cheshire. After a delayed start 

(due to the instructors travelling 

from North Wales), all teams set off 

on their planned walk for the day. 

Plenty of warm clothing was evident, 

the going was bitterly cold and very 

muddy. Resilience paid off as each 

group arrived back at Tattenhall 

Outdoor Centre with accompanying 

mud.

 
Lots of good navigation, map work 

and team effort, along with the 

skills from the previous day will give 

them a good foundation for the 

expeditions.

 
Mrs L Humphries
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PerformingPerforming

What is Student Voice?

• Student Voice means everyone 
having a say, and weight being 
given to the views of the most 
important stakeholders - our 
students.

• Student Voice is about students 
having the opportunity to have 
a say in decisions in school that 
affect them. It entails students 
playing an active role in their 
education and schooling as a 
result of schools becoming more 
attentive and responsive, in 
sustained and routine ways, to 
students’ views.

• Christleton High School is 
committed to finding meaningful 
ways of giving students a voice, 
listening to them, respecting and 
responding to their views and 
by doing so enabling students 
to understand that their opinions 
count.

 
Benefits of Student Voice

1. Children’s rights, which recognises 
that children have rights, including 
the right to have their opinions 
taken into account in decisions that 
concern them

2. Active citizenship, which highlights 
how pupil voice can contribute 
to preparation for citizenship by 
improving pupils’ knowledge and 
‘social’ skills and, in doing so, 
enhance the quality of democracy

3. School improvement, which 
recognises that consultation with 

pupils can lead 
to better school 

performance, whether 
in terms of improved behaviour, 

engagement or attainment among 
pupils

4. Personalisation, which utilises 
pupil voice to ensure that schools 
are meeting the specific needs of 
their pupils as consumers or ‘co-
producers’ of education.

 
Benefits for students

1. Improved emotional Health and 
Wellbeing;

2. Better educational outcomes;
3. Development of life skills such as 

problem solving, negotiation and 
decision making;

4. Increased respect for those that 
are different to them;

5. Enhanced confidence, self-esteem 
and motivation;

6. Development of knowledge, 
understanding and skills that 
can lead to increased learning 
outcomes;

7. Familiarity with group, leadership 
and democratic processes;

8. Better personal, social and 
organisational skills;

9. Increased responsibility, 
involvement and commitment to 
the school and the community.

 
Benefits for CHS

1. Happier students;
2. Better communication/relationships 

between staff and children and a 
more cohesive school community;

3. School policies are more likely 
to be successful where they are 
clearly understood and accepted 
by all partners within the school 
community;

4. Improvements in engagement, 
learning and teaching;

5. Improvements in pupil 
behaviour and school ethos; 
and Improvements to the school 
environment.

The Role of Student Council

• Student Council is a very 
tangible manifestation of 
student voice.

• Student Council important in 
offering a formal, democratic, 
transparent and accountable 
whole-school forum for pupil 
participation, linking to the 
broader governance framework 
of a school.

 
CHS: Student Council Process

1. Year Representatives are elected 
in September. Initial meeting takes 
place with each Head of Year

2. Year Representatives elect two 
Student Council Reps for the year.

3. Student Council Meeting:
• takes place three times a year;
• ten reps from Years 7 to 11;
• four Sixth Form representatives;
• agenda agreed in advance with 

students.
• meeting chaired by member of 

Sixth Form Leadership team.
• minutes / Action Points recorded.
• Assistant Headteachers for KS3 

and 4 present, and Sixth Form 
Heads of Year

4.     Student Council Reps report back  
        to Year Reps; Assistant
        Headteachers report back to   
        Leadership Group
 
Student Council Meetings: 2017-18

Year Student Representatives
13 Will MacDonald; Sophie Brown
12 Yannick Wojtan; 
 Grace Lindsay-Austin, 
 Caitlin Senior
11 Ruth Holroyd; Ewan Bradley
10 Nung Sirisot: Daniel Skinner
9  Nicholas Lansdell; Freya Doyle
8 Henry Robinson; 
 Katherine Gornall
7 Hannah Mercer; 
 David Hankins
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       The Tin Drum Review

In October last year drama students 
from Year 10, 11, 12 and 13 went along 
to The Everyman theatre in Liverpool 
to watch The Tin Drum, adapted for the 
stage by Kneehigh Theatre Company.

Set on the eve of World War Two in 
Danzig, The Tin Drum tells the story of 
Oskar - a boy who, frightened by his 
mundane future, decides to march to 
the beat of his own drum. Blessed with 
a scream that can shatter windows, 
Oskar (portrayed by a suitably demonic 
looking puppet made by Sarah Wright) 
has the ability to make people listen by 
banging his drum.

Oskar’s wisdom beyond his years 
allows him to see the darkness that is 
coming. We’re given subtle reminders 
of how easy it might be to be swept up 
with a movement. Oskar’s father Alfred 
is at first a harmless greengrocer but 
his transition to ethnic cleanser is a 
chilling one for a character you once 
liked.

As ever with Kneehigh, the ensemble 
work in harmony to bring this world 
alive. There are moments of classic 
Kneehigh ingenuity here: the puppetry, 
the shattering of glass panes and big 
visual set pieces that constantly delight.

Kneehigh are rightly praised for their 
imaginative and anarchic approach 
to theatrical storytelling, and The Tin 
Drum is a shining of example of this. It’s 

such a fascinating melange of different 
genres—black comedy, musical, opera, 
cabaret, puppet show—that one hardly 
knows how to classify it.

Here’s what the year 12 Performing 
Arts class had to say about it:

“The use of the puppet in the Tin Drum 
was very successful, he was so creepy! 
I also loved the inventive costumes, 
particularly when Rina Fatania Hid 
Oskar’s grandfather in her skirts, it 
was really funny.” Holly Dawson  
Year 12.2

“This was an insanely funny comedy, 
pitched nicely next to a political 
message which hit home and was 
relevant to a modern audience.” 
Keane Harrison Year 12.3

“This performance blew my head off, 
I was sat there and I was like ‘what 
is going on?!’ I didn’t know what was 
happening in the first half, but when it 
all came together at the end I thought 
it was fantastic.” Christian Castle  
Year 12.2

“This was a unique performance, 
it engaged me in lots of ways 
particularly when the fourth wall was 
broken and the performers interacted 
with the audience. They threw paper 
aeroplanes at us and a puppet goose 
nibbled my foot!” Alex Roberts  
Year 12.6

“The performance was energetic, 
and really enjoyable from beginning 
to end. I really like Kneehigh Theatre 
Company and hope to see lots more of 
their work.” Callum Stock Year 12.6

B
TEC

 P
erform

ing A
rts - Things I K

now
 to be True

Years 12 and 13, BTEC 
Performing Arts took a trip 
to see Things I Know to be 
True by Frantic Assembly 
at the Storyhouse in 
Chester in November 2017.

Following a hugely 
successful 2016 Australian 
and UK tour, Frantic 
Assembly and State 
Theatre Company of 
South Australia’s critically 
acclaimed Things I Know 
to Be True returned to 
delight audiences in 
Chester at the stunning 
new theatre in the heart of 
the city.

As beautifully touching 
as it is funny and bold, 
Things I Know to Be True 
tells the story of a family 
and marriage through 
the eyes of four grown 
siblings struggling to 
define themselves beyond 
their parents’ love and 
expectations. Parents Bob 
and Fran have worked 
their fingers to the bone 
and with their four children 
grown and ready to fly the 
nest it might be time to 
relax and enjoy the roses.

Continued on page 43

ArtsArtsPerformingPerforming
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Mr Phillips and four A 
Level Music students 
attended a performance 
of Beethoven’s Eroica 
Symphony at Liverpool 
Philharmonic Hall 
on 4 February 2018. 
The symphony is a 
prescribed work for the 
current Year 13 students. 
The following article was 
written collaboratively 
by Heather Bunning, Zac 
Hirst, Lucy Fairclough-
Jones and Ryan Vint.

Philharmonic Hall 
Ryan Vint
When approaching the Liverpool 
Philharmonic you see a brick 
building of impressive size. The 
outside of the building looks quite 
dated with the bricks fading in 
colour. The one exception to this 
apparent age is the front entrance 
with a set of polished, glowing, white 
lettering displaying the title of the 
building “Liverpool Philharmonic”. 
Upon entry the appearance of age 
dissolves entirely leaving a modern, 
sleek, white foyer filled with people 
awaiting the performance. After 
drinking a few refreshments from 
the bar or café we head up a set of 
stairs to our seats in the balcony. 

Once we had entered the most 

impressive room within the building 
a few details stood out to me. First 
was the sprawling stage space with 
a huge base floor decorated with 
seats for the orchestra followed 
by a few steps to a slightly smaller 
floor with more seats with scattered 
percussion instruments in between. 
The second thing that stood out was 
the colour scheme of the auditorium. 
Clean white walls were engraved 
with gold religious characters, the 
stage flooring was a light birch 
looking wood with the contrast of 
a velvety red choir section above 
it making a relaxing colour scheme 
to the entire auditorium. Finally, the 
last thing that stood out was the 
vast space within this auditorium. 
The ceiling towered high above 
us, cut out in a way to optimize the 
acoustics of the room carrying the 
sound towards the audience. In 
entirety the Liverpool Philharmonic 
was surprisingly sleek and modern 
filled with plenty to occupy the 
eyes while you waited for the 
performance to start.

Beethoven’s ‘Eroica’, 
an Analysis 
Zac Hirst
Otherwise known as the 3rd 
Symphony by Beethoven, Eroica 
begins energetically with big 
sforzando chords to establish the 
tonality, as if it were shouting to 
awaken all the concert goers that 
the concert had begun for sure. The 
first movement is allegro con brio 
(fast with spirit), written in ¾ time 
and is constructed in sonata form. 
Depending on the interpretation, 
this movement is typically between 
12 and 18 minutes long.

To begin with the exposition, after 
the loud opening chord hits, the 
cellos introduce the first theme 
for the first time, which appears 
again throughout the movement. 
In the fifth bar of the melody, a 
chromatic note is apparent which 
adds harmonic tension. Then, violins 
join in to speed up the harmony 
and then the clarinets also join. The 
theme is played twice to begin with 
by various instruments before the 
theme comes to an end signified by 
the violins playing repeated G notes 
to form a tritone with the cellos. A 
modulation is apparent to the key of 
B flat later on, and eventually leads 
to the lyrical second theme which 
is described as “arriving unusually 
late”.

After that, the development section 
arrives at bar 154. Like the rest of 
the movement, it is characterised 
by harmonic and rhythmic tension 
due to dissonant chords and long 
use of syncopated rhythm. Rather 
than returning to the recapitulation 
after the length a development 
section would be, a new theme is 
introduced in the key of E minor. 
Because of this, it nearly doubles 
the length of this section. This 
broke the classical tradition that the 
development section works only 
with previously established thematic 
material.

The recapitulation section features 
a sudden excursion (brief turn) to F 
major early on in the section, before 
returning to a more typical form. The 
movement concludes in a long coda 
that reintroduces the new theme 
first presented in the development 
section.

Eroica Symphony 
          Liverpool Philharmonic Trip Review
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The Rest of the 
Concert Programme 
Heather Bunning
Before hearing our set work, we 
were entertained by various works 
from more modern composers.

The concert began with Rossini’s 
‘The Thieving Magpie’ overture. It 
was written to open an opera about a 
servant girl accused of stealing some 
silverware with which the magpie 
of the title has actually taken for its 
nest. It also featured in the film ‘A 
Clockwork Orange’. The piece itself 
starts with side drum rolls, creating a 
grand opening to the concert. It was 
a fast-paced piece, which created a 
lively and exciting atmosphere.

Tchaikovsky’s ‘Variations on a 
Rococo Theme’ was the closest he 
ever came to writing a full concerto 
for cello and orchestra. The style was 
inspired by Mozart, Tchaikovsky’s 
role model, and makes it clear 
that he admired the Classical style 
very much. The main theme of 
the variation is repeated 4 times 
before being altered in many ways 
to create an exciting and dynamic 
performance. Some variations 
include increasing the speed, 
changing the key and altering the 
rhythms. This was an excellent piece 
as you can hear how the composer 
has changed the theme in order to 
create an engaging piece of music.

‘Andante cantabile for cello 
and orchestra’, again written by 
Tchaikovsky, is an arrangement 
of the second movement of his 
1st String Quartet No. 1. The focus 
naturally shifts more towards a solo 
cello, and the main melody adapts 

well to it. The piece opens with 
an almost solemn theme, but is 
brightened by the alternate melody 
adding tension when it appears. 
This piece was a high contrast to the 
others that we heard previously, as 
the orchestrations were very minimal. 
Also the piece was much more 
relaxed and slow when compared to 
the high energy of the Rossini.

Although we have not studied any 
of these works in detail, we all 
thoroughly enjoyed them as we got 
to experience the compositional 
styles of different composers and 
expand our musical knowledge.

A Summary 
Lucy Fairclough-Jones
Our trip to watch the performance 
at the Liverpool Philharmonic hall 
has contributed to our A Level 
in numerous ways. Hearing the 
pieces by Tchaikovsky and Rossini 
was interesting and was good for 
widening our musical knowledge. 
Especially Tchaikovsky’s Variations 
on Rococo theme, which also helped 
us to recap on our lessons where 
we were learning how to compose 
our own variations using different 
rhythms and styles based on our 
themes. When the whole orchestra 
was positioned in front of us, it was 
easier to listen to the individual parts 
played by each instrument or group 
of instruments that come together to 
form the piece as a whole. Although 
we have studied these with the score 
in class, it’s harder to hear this simply 
from a recording. It was also such an 
enjoyable experience for all of us; 
we were humming and singing the 
‘Eroica’ theme for the whole car ride 
home!

However, the changing seasons 
bring home some shattering truths.

Featuring Frantic Assembly’s 
celebrated physicality, co-directed 
by Frantic Assembly’s Ton, Olivier 
Award nominated Artistic Director 
Scott Graham and State Theatre 
Company’s Artistic Director 
Geordie Brookman, Things I Know 
to Be True is a complex and intense 
study of the mechanics of a family 
that is both poetic and brutally 
frank. 

“This was our first Performing 
Arts trip to the Storyhouse and 
the students and staff both loved 
the new theatre and thoroughly 
enjoyed this amazing show.” 
Mrs de Winton.

 
“This show moved me to tears 
because I felt so connected to the 
characters and their lives. The 
story line – all about family and 
relationships was so relatable.” 
Holly Dawson Year 12.2 

 
“This show was amazing! One 
of the best pieces of theatre I 
have ever seen. I loved all the 
characters and cried so much, the 
storyline was so sad in places.” 
Alex Roberts Year 12.6 

 
“I loved this show. The fluent 
movement was so inspiring and 
really helped us explore more 
physical types of performance in 
our lessons. I’d love to see more 
work by Frantic Assembly.” 
Keane Harrison Year 12.3 

 
“I really enjoyed this performance, 
it was so inventive, the way they 
transitioned between scenes was 
so effective and helped keep the 
audience’s attention. I thought 
that the play would have a happy 
ending and found it interesting 
that the piece ended the way it 
did. Even though it was very sad in 
places, I loved this performance.” 
Callum Stock Year 12.6 
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After school on Tuesday 7th 

November, seven Year 8 students 

piled into a bus and travelled to 

Winsford to the launch event for 

the Cheshire School Book Awards 

2018. These book awards are 

a yearly event where all county 

schools send in a list of nominated 

novels made up of any book 

published by a UK author in 2016 to 

2017. Miss Cowley put Christleton’s 

suggested books forward where 

they were compiled with other 

schools 

picks and whittled down to a 

selection of ten titles.

When we arrived at the book 

awards, we were welcomed by a 

room of cakes, biscuits and drinks 

for everyone to eat and enjoy. 

After filling our boots with biscuits 

we got to meet the special guest 

author Robin Stevens who wrote 

the ‘Murder Most Unladylike’ series 

and the follow up story to the 

‘London Eye Mystery’ called ‘The 

Guggenheim Mystery’. We were 

allowed to meet Robin Stevens and 

get her to sign our books and have 

our pictures taken with her.

After all our books had been signed 

and pictures had been taken we sat 

down and listened to an amazing 

talk by a great author who talked 

about how she used to love spying 

on grown ups. The awards were a 

big success. We were all happy to 

see some new books that we might 

like to read.

Charlotte Mercer Year 8L2

Book Awards                       2017
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WONDER@

Year 7 English pupils in set 1 and 2 

were given the opportunity to go and 

see Wonder in January 2018, a book 

they had been studying in class, at 

‘The Storyhouse’ cinema in Chester.  

In class we have all been reading the 

novel ‘Wonder’ and we were lucky 

enough to go and watch the movie! 

It was a really enjoyable film. Some 

parts were sad, for example, when 

Auggie heard Jack Will talking about 

him but other parts were really funny. 

We were allowed to bring a small 

amount of sweets and popcorn to 

eat there too which made the trip an 

extra special treat.

It was a great film to watch after 

studying the book in class. seeing 

Auggie’s story we were able to 

understand what his situation was 

and how he coped with it. Also it was 

great to spend time off timetable and 

with friends. All of us would definitely 

recommend this book and film.

Alicia Wright, Steph Pilliner,  

Fern Goodwin-Evans &  

Molly Williams 

Year 7

Blood Brothers!
A total of one hundred students in Years 10 
and 11  went to the Story House in Chester in 
October 2017 to watch a performance of Willy 
Russell’s ‘Blood Brothers’ in preparation for their 
GCSE English Literature examination. The group 
thoroughly enjoyed watching the smash-hit 
musical and appreciated the opportunity to see 
the play brought to life.

‘I loved it! The Storyline was amazing and 
excellently portrayed. The gunshot were too 
real! It was so good’ Mia Scudds

‘An amazing performance- very touching’ 
Jamie Moore

‘I really enjoyed visiting the theatre to see 
‘Blood Brothers’. The musical was really 
gripping and exciting’ Caitlin McDonnell

‘The play was really interesting, I thought that 
the actors portrayed the characters really well. 
Also, the last scene was very effective and 
dramatic’ Hannah Jones
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This year the project was run 
by Miss Croft and Mr Byrne 

who managed and directed the 
production of 12 video reports.  The 
editing team consisted of a group 
of very talented Year 10 boys: 
Oliver Hynds, John Jessop, Robert 
Bradshaw and Daniel Brown.

The day started off very early at 
precisely 6:30am for the teachers 
and 7am for the students. We 
were lucky enough to be joined by 
BBC Radio 5Live reporter, Rowan 
Bridges. Pupils from our school 
were invited to take part in and trial 
the launch of the ‘iReporter’ game 
launched by the BBC on the 15th 
March. 

A group of Year 8 pupils were 
interviewed live on the radio by 
Rowan Bridges. This was a fantastic 
opportunity for all of our pupils 
involved. Jack in Year 8 said: ‘We 
had to get up really early but it was 
definitely worth it as it was really 
fun and exciting being on the radio 
and it’s an experience you don’t 
get to do every day.’

From 9am on wards, we spent the 
day researching, writing our reports 
and filming our interviews. The first 
news story was by Olly and Tom, 
they created a report on E-sports, 
they researched how E-sports and 

The annual BBC 
School Report News 
Day took place on 
Thursday 15th March 
and was a great 
success. 

BBC School report is 
a project run by BBC 
News, which allows 
young people to have 
the opportunity to 
create their own news 
by writing articles, 
recording audio 
reports and filming in 
front of a camera. 
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twitch have evolved and become more successful. 

This included an interview with a current ICT teacher at 

Christleton High, Mr Hall.

Secondly, there was a report on the over use of plastic, 

this was written by Libby, Tilly, Dan and Joe. They 

interviewed a science teacher whom is very passionate 

about reducing the amount of plastic that our school 

uses, Mrs Chapman.

Our third report included an interactive investigation 

with some year 7 students. Evie, Kathryn and Beth 

brought 5 different colas. This investigation was to find 

out if Britain’s money is spent well if there are other 

cheaper and nicer alternatives than the leading brand 

Coca Cola. Our findings were that the leading brand, 

Coca Cola, was one of the disliked colas but one of the 

cheapest and most like’s cola was Sainsbury’s.

Following the Cola experiment, 

two year 8 students, Joe and Dan 

interviewed Mr Phillips who is 

the Head of Performing Arts. Joe 

and Dan found out some very 

interesting information including 

the importance of male acting 

and performing. Joe said: ‘It 

was inspiring to speak to male 

performer and hear his views of 

why he chose to mix two things 

that he loves; teaching and 

performing.’

Another very interesting report 

was filmed and written by Evie, Kathryn and Beth. This 

report is all about sign language and how it is important 

for it to be taught. Miss Anderson, who voluntarily 

teaches students sign language, was interviewed and 

gave her opinion about how sign language is taught 

around the world.  Kathryn said: ‘I think this club is so 

important as it helps us understand how others live and 

it will also make us stand out at job interviews in the 

future.’

In conclusion, all the participants agree that BBC News 

School Report is a fun experience that gives an insight 

into the life of a journalist. Evie and I would recommend 

this project for anyone who can work well in a team 

while under pressure. It was an enjoyable, informative 

and collaborative experience.

Evie & Kathryn Year 8BA2
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Joint evaluation in conclusion, we agree that this 
book is moving, desirable and cannot wait to get our 
hands on a copy! Andrew has had amazing reviews 
with almost all of them being 5 stars! I’m sure we will 
give him the same, and can’t wait for him to write 
another.

Andrew 
Glennon

Author Visit

READATHON 2018
Year 7 and 8 Christleton High School students took part in the 
Readathon 2018, which started on 26th February and ended on 
09 March 2018.

Readathon is a sponsored reading 
challenge for children in school that 
lasts two weeks and people have 
been taking part in it all over the 
country. The money raised goes 
towards buying new books that 
storytellers can take to children in 
hospitals to cheer them up.

As an English class (Year 7 Lake 1), 
we read a total of 221 books, raised 
£500 and counting! Cally Evans read 
the most books - a total of 42! Aidan 
Hulse raised the most money in our 
English class, raising an amazing 
amount of £75!

Despite reading for a good cause, it also encouraged many 
students to pick up a book and get lost in a sea of words, which 
we all hope will carry on even when Readathon has finished for 
the year.

These people think reading is good and fun because;

It takes me to another world.  
Kiah Goyal                                            

I like getting lost in a book.  
Lewis Russel

I was so busy reading, I forgot to collect sponsors!  
Imogen Fisher

Overall, we all enjoyed Readathon and hope it  
will carry on for many years to come!

Olivia Lanceley, Josie Bingham,  
Samantha Dentith, Jasmine Ashton  
& Oliver Morris-Green.

“I really enjoyed the author 
talk as I loved how Andrew Glennon 

took a bad point in his life and turned it 
into an amazing story. I thought that was very 

inspirational. I also loved the moral of the story; it 
shows that you shouldn’t change who you are, just 
be yourself. Friendship is a key point of this story 

as well, it shows that friendship is important, 
valued and will get you far in life!”

Ciara McNicholas Year 7KE1

“I personally  
enjoyed the author visit I was grasped 

by the idea of the story and the moral behind 
it. It intrigued me and I really want to read the 
book now! I also loved looking at the fabulous 

artwork and getting to see Matt Dixon’s wonderful 
designs. The sneaky hidden secrets in the 

pictures hint about what happens it the 
book.”  Holly Suckley Year 7LA2

You are reading to help 
children in hospital.

Don’t know what to 
Read for Readthon?

Try reading Biographies 
on people you admire 

or are inspired by...

Comedians, Athletes, 
Politicians, Leaders, 

Entrepreneurs, 
Inventors...
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Christleton 
High School’s 2018 charity 

is OAKS. OAKS is a small ‘family and 
friends’ charity that have built a Primary School 

in Bo, Sierra Leone, West Africa. The school opened 
early October and has taught 2500 children to date.

In 2012, based on our excellent and consistent 100%  
pass rate in the National Primary School Exams, OAKS decided  

to expand into Junior Secondary School. This has meant building  
and opening two new classrooms.

The goal at OAKS is to make a difference to the livesand the future 
potential of our school population of approximately 380 pupils.

To choose our school charity, the student council got their year groups to 
vote for a charity that they wanted to support. We then presented pitches in 
a meeting and did a final vote to decide. The charity we picked came from 
Year 7 and is called OAKS; the Oversees Aid for the Kids of Sierra Leone.

So far this year we have donated £693.95 by hosting events like 
non-school uniform days, cake sales and many more. The 

students have responded to the decision with huge  
amounts of enthusiasm and eagerness to help  

the children in West Africa.

Katherine Gornall  
Year 8
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The World Scout Jamboree happens every four years 
and will bring together over 40,000 Scouts and Guides 

from all over the world for an exciting programme 
of global development, peace, cultural 

understanding, adventure, fun and 
friendship.  

On the first of October 2017 
11 Scouts from Chester 

found out that they 
had been selected to 

go to World Scout 
Jamboree in West 
Virginia 2019, and I 
was lucky enough 
to be one of them.  
Each of us had 
to complete a 
rigorous selection 
process that 
involved writing a 

personal statement 
before being invited 

to participate in 
a teamwork day in 

Runcorn, where we had 
to complete a series of team 

based challenges ahead of our 
final interview by the Jamboree 

selection panel.  

Those from our school 
that have been selected 
include Isaac Wild, 
Emily Jones, Cal 
Rawson, Lucas Duthie 

and myself all of whom 

are in Years 9-12, meaning that Christleton High school has 
almost half of the Chester continent more than any other 
school in the district!

While in America we will be staying at the Summit Bechtel 
Reserve an amazing $351 million purpose built campsite: 
there they have the second largest BMX facility 273,000 sq 
feet of indoor and outdoor BMX areas, the longest zip line 
course in North America at 5 miles total distance, the largest 
man made climbing facility with over 250 different stations 
and much more! As well as the 12 days on the camp we 
will get to go to stay with a foreign scout group anywhere 
in either America or Canada for 3 days to get a feeling of 
what life is like there and a big city experience in either 
Washington or New York for one day.

As a team we must fundraise £44,000 before we go in July 
in 2019. Some of this money is to cover flights out and the 
experiences we will be lucky enough to enjoy however an 
element of the money will also be used to help people from 
3rd world countries finance the experience.

Seven months on from the selection process we have 
managed to raise nearly £15,000 by doing multiple events 
and through donations and sponsors, these include 
everything from music quizzes to table top sales and coffee 
mornings with our next upcoming events which are regularly 
announced on our Facebook. We hope that we will be able 
to run future events in the school and have your support to 
help us fundraise one of these upcoming events includes 
attempting the national 3 peaks challenge in 24 hours.

We will thoroughly enjoy our experience there and so 
far have enjoyed almost all the fundraising and training 
camps so far.  If you’d like to find out more please 
visit the www.2019wsj.org or our www.facebook.com/
ChesterWSJ2019/

Daniel Skinner

World Scout Jamboree

Thank you so much to everyone who kindly donated towards our Year 10 Learning 
for Work project to collect Easter Eggs for a range of charities, we collected over 
250 eggs in the end, of all shapes and sizes! They were split between 3 charities, 
who were all over the moon to receive them! 

• Claire House -They were using the eggs to run 
siblings Easter egg hunt for those children with 
terminal illnesses.

• Chester Foodbank - Helping those who are  
struggling to feed their families. 

• Cottonhall Farm - Save the Children.  
This is a charity which helps to house homeless  
families, especially those with young children. 

We cannot thank you enough for all of your generosity,  
you made some children and families very happy! 

The Learning For Work Team! 
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Some of you may know that I decided 

to make these crazy Christmas origamis 

in December for two weeks, to sell 

them and to raise as much money as I 

could for the Stroke Association. After 

lots of hard work folding over 350+ 

origamis, I managed to raise £222. 

Along with donations from a cake sale, 

the total raised came to over £300. 

I would like to thank everyone who 

contributed.

On the 7 March, I gave an assembly 

to the whole of Year 10 about a charity 

that is very close to my heart. The 

assembly was to raise awareness for 

the Stroke Association, but also to 

spread the word to anyone who has 

lost a parent or loved one, that they’re 

not alone so don’t be afraid to speak 

out.

In the assembly, I explained what a 

stroke was, how to recognise the signs 

if someone you know might be having 

a stroke or even someone on the street 

you might be able to help. To help 

someone is to know the FAST sign 

which means Face (has their face fallen 

on one side?); Arms (can the person 

raise both arms?); Speech (ask a person 

to say hello and their name, are they 

having difficulties?); Time (it’s time to 

call 999 if the person has shown all 3 

of the FAST symptoms).

I chose to raise funds for this charity 

because I lost my Dad to a stroke 2 

years ago and it’s one of the most 

painful things anyone could go through 

at such a young age. I don’t want 

anyone to go through the same thing 

so I hope that my presentation in the 

assembly, together with this article, 

may help save someone’s life.

Nung Sirisot Year 10BA1

On Thursday 23rd November, we invited over 100 
members of our community, including senior citizens, 

many of whom are grand-parents and even great-
grand-parents of some of our students, to enjoy the 
Musical, Joseph and the Amazing Technicolor Dreamcoat.  
Headteacher, Damian Stenhouse said “It’s always lovely 
to have our neighbours with us, especially at this time 
of the year, when we can showcase the wonderful 

things our students do”.  Guests also enjoyed an 
interval with refreshments provided by our 

Sixth Form ‘bakers’.  Guests and staff 
were abley assisted by several 

Year 9 and 10 students.

Over recent weeks 
Mike Stuart, a former 
student and local resident  
has been talking to Mr Stenhouse with  
regard to a student / local community  
project focusing on litter in and around the  
village and local area.

With help from our local MP Chris Matheson  
and local councillors, Mike arranged an initial “Litter Pick” with the help of a 
group of friends, most of whom were former students. In the space of two 
and a half hours, they collected 50 bags of rubbish in Pearl Lane, Littleton!  
Many students realise the importance of limiting plastic pollution in our 
environment and it is hoped that they will show the way to the local 
community in the future.

There will be future picks in the Autumn term. For further details contact Mike 
on 07767 275265 or mikestuart1@btopenworld.com

Giving back to our 
Community is about  
making a difference!

Litter 
Picks
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Design Technology

As DT Hot Scholars, we decided to 
do a display on how littering effects 
our planet and to raise awareness 
about sustainability. Keeping our 
planet clean is very important as we 
are damaging our planet and our 
oceans consequently killing wildlife. 

We have included many interesting 
facts such as 1.3 billion tons of food 
is wasted globally each year which 
is enough to build a mountain 2 
miles across, 8000 ft. high and 9.5 

kg of paper is wasted in schools 
each day, because of children not 
picking it up from the printer. This 
shows how our generation effects 
sustainability globally. Our display 
shows how we can make a huge 
difference to saving our planet and 
creating a sustainable future.

Some other facts we included 
where how long products take to 
biodegrade:

• Plastic bottle taking 550 years

• Fishing line – takes 600 years

• Cigarette- 5 years

• Aluminum can – 200 years

We found these facts 
shocking and hope the display 
discourages people littering 
and encourage people to 
be responsible for their own 
contribution to this problem.

D&T Hot Scholars

5 YEARS

600 YEARS

550 YEARS

What a load of
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As Head of Design and Technology 
I am very proud of the work that 
teachers and students do in our 
lessons. We have an experienced 
team of teachers and technicians 
who demonstrate a high level of 
professionalism, teamwork and 
dedication. 

As well as wanting to celebrate our 
successes we also continuously 
want to improve opportunities 
for all students across the wide 
range of specialisms which we 
offer;  Food, Textiles, Design, 
Materials and Electronics.  We carry 
out biennial research to gather 
students’ views of D&T and we ask 
them to make suggestions for how 
we can all improve further.

All students in all year groups 
completed the questionnaire 

anonymously and were invited to 
write comments and suggestions 
for how we could improve further.  
Follow up discussions with small 
groups of students have helped to 
clarify areas of the data collected.  
Qualitative and quantitative 
data has been discussed within 
department meetings and actions 
listed for the next academic year in 
our Department Development Plan. 
We will start working on these areas 
immediately.

Thank you to all students for 
their overwhelming support and 
feedback and for some very mature 
responses.

Mrs Kelly 
Head of Design and Technology

Here are just a few of the 
comments:

“We are supervised very well.”  
Year 9

“The teachers look after us well, 
I feel comfortable because they 
explain it well” 

“The teachers keep an eye on us.”  
Year 8

“The teacher makes sure we are 
safe by explaining what to do.”  
Year 7

“I love to do DT and find it fun.”  
Year 9

“I feel it is a great free environment 
to work in” Year 7

“The teacher makes the lesson 
engaging and fun.” Year 7

“It is fun to do something creative. It 
helps with the future.” Year 7

“I don’t learn well when it is just 
writing. I do better when it’s 
practical.”  Year 9

“It is fun but sometimes tricky.”  
Year 8

Thank you from the 
Design & Technology 
Depar tment

Summer Term 2018 53



Spectroscopy 
in a suitcase!

Year 13 Workshop  
Chemists from Techniquest 
came in to give us a talk on 
Infrared spectroscopy and 
Nuclear Magnetic Resonance 
Spectroscopy. We investigated 
the different characteristics 
of chemicals based on their 
graphical representation. We 
then used the spectrometers to 
identify chemicals for ourselves. 
It was interesting to experience 
what chemists do in a lab using 
equipment that they would use.

Year 12 Workshop 
Chemists from Techniquest 
came in to demonstrate Infrared 
spectroscopy. This was an 
introduction to this spectroscopy 
method and was delivered in 
a context of Formula 1 cars.  It 
was an interesting workshop 
to look at the applications of IR 
spectroscopy and will prove a 
very useful introduction when we 
complete this topic later in the 
year. The staff were friendly and 
the resources they gave us will be 
useful in our future studies.

Congratulations 
to Kathryn Gornall  

Year 8BA2 as she was  
the Christleton winner  

for the British Science  
association’s annual  
poster completion. The theme this year was 
exploration and discovery. Kathryn produced 
a brilliant 4D display about Christopher 

Columbus and his amazing journey as he 
discovered chilli peppers, pineapples, 

cocoa beans and tobacco.

Well done Kathryn! Year 7 learn about Cells 
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T e a m 
M A T H S . . .

Year 7 learn about Cells 

Team Maths Challenge that came second in 
a regional heat hosted at Birkenhead school. 
Featuring L-R Grace Levitt, Sophie Pleavin, 
Charlie Lowman and Sophia Bailey. 

The team performed really well, coming second 
in a regional heat hosted at Birkenhead school 
narrowly missing out on qualifying for the 
national finals!
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The Royal Society of Chemistry 
Demonstration Lecture was held at 
the University of Manchester for Year 
9 students in December 2017. It was a 
riveting demonstration on explosions, 
rockets, flames and flashes, which 
grabbed student’s attention and 
educated them in equal measure.  
The lecture included chemical 
elements, combustion reaction, and 
use of catalysts and the chemistry of 
metals.

Student Ben Rackham explains his 
experience it his own words  
“Thirty Year 9 students went to 
watch a Chemistry Lecture at the 
University of Manchester.  It started 
with lots of coloured flames coming 
from large water bottles and big 
bangs coming from exploding 
balloons. My favourite parts were 
the liquid nitrogen demonstrations 
where they froze many common 
objects including flowers, rubber 

tubing and even 
a banana.  In 
particular, I enjoyed 
a demonstration 
where they made 
the ‘bin jump’. 
Overall I really 
enjoyed the trip 
and was a fantastic 
opportunity to see 
some really fun 
parts of Chemistry 
on a larger scale 
in a university 
environment.” 

Royal Northern College of Music
A group of Year 12 Maths students attended Mathsinspiration lectures at 
the Royal College of Music on the 9th November 2017. The auditorium 
of the RNCM was full with young mathematicians from Years 10 and 12 
from schools across the North West. It was quite a surprise to find that 
Christleton High School had been allocated seats in the front two rows. 
This meant not only a great view, but the chance to get involved in the 
onstage activities.  

The first talk was by John Roberts on ‘The Hidden Mathematics of 
Rollercoasters’. It covered how John used maths and engineering in his 
everyday job - his job being a rollercoaster designer.

Ben Sparks followed this with a discussion on ‘The Sacred Geometry of 
Chance’. His use of live music gave his talk a nice twist and his talk was 
generally grounded in experience, which all the young people in the 
room could relate to. He gave an excellent description of the solution 
to the problem ‘How many people do you need in a room to have 
two people with the same birthday?’ and attempted to demonstrate 
the solution. All of the Christleton students were involved in this 
demonstration. He may have wondered why there was giggling - we 
knew that of the first three people in the line, two of them shared a 
birthday. This may have accidentally sabotaged his demo.

Colin Wright followed this with a lively talk on ‘Patterns, Predictions and 
Juggling’. The juggling was particularly exciting, especially since he was 
stood only metres away from us) and we couldn’t stop laughing because 
it was so much fun. The great thing about Colin’s talk was that he 
showed you can discover things about the real world by making simple 
sense of things which otherwise seem unrelated to maths. It showed that 
maths can be used to master an understanding of what you observe in 
the natural world, which was quite profound.

We were a bit surprised that Ben and Colin both used material they’d 
used before, which is on the Numberphile YouTube channel. However, 
seeing it live is different and more fun. Both speakers had added much 
more to their talks than is on YouTube anyway. There are only so many 
ways you can talk about chaos theory and juggling!

Helen Pilcher superbly hosted the event. She set a half time challenge 
relating to the number of letters in an Alphabetti Spaghetti tin and 
DNA. We won a first prize! Thanks to CHS being on the front row, she 
discovered it was one of our student’s birthday. She arranged for a 
personal birthday message from the stand-up comic/mathematician 
Matt Parker. It was rather strange having a birthday message projected 
onto the massive screen at the front of the auditorium.  Definitely a 
memorable experience!

What made the day so great, was that the maths was so accessible to us 
which  demonstrated that what we know already, is so powerful which 
makes us eager to learn more and study maths further.

In conclusion, the talk was spiffing it would be the highlight of anyone’s 
mathematical calendar. Can we go again next year?

Ms Pitchford, Mr Holmes & Year 12 Maths students

Maths Inspiration  Lectures

The Flash Bang 
Christmas Show! 
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Last term, STEM club had the opportunity to run 
a series of three sessions with Year 7 students. 
We were thrilled to do this as many of us had 
fond memories of being in Year 7 and attending 
sessions such as the one we ran.

We planned for our activity to last 3 weeks and set 
about planning what activity we could lead. We 
had to ensure we were able to achieve it in the 
time frame, it needed to be informative and would 
also be fun. In the end, we decided on the “egg 
drop challenge” where every group would have to 
build a contraption to protect an egg from a certain 
‘drop’ which was around five meters.

After a few weeks of planning, it was time to send 
out the invitations and within a few weeks, the first 
of the three sessions rolled around. We briefed 
the Year 7 students on the challenge and set them 
about on the first of the three “phases”. 

Phase one involved planning and designing their 
devices. We talked about useful tactics to slow 
down the eggs in order to decrease the impact 
and they came up with many of their own. The 
most popular approach was to use a parachute to 
try and slow the fall while other groups tried to pad 
their eggs whilst ensuring the egg could still be 
seen as this was one of the rules for the challenge.

In the second week we moved into phase two. The 
Year 7 students quickly got about building their 
egg protection devices. This was by far the hardest 
week, and most definitely the messiest!

In the final week we quickly added some finishing 
touches before moving into phase three - the drop! 
Much to our surprise, most of the eggs survived. 

We look forward to running another Year 7 
program like this early in the next academic year. 

Oliver Hynds Year 10L2

CHS A Level Biologists have been lucky again this year to have had free access to a 
useful on-line tutorial resource. Tailored Tutors consist of short & simple videos that 
massively condense each topic in the specification.

Maths Inspiration  Lectures

A Level Biology students are often overwhelmed by 
the amount of information in the course. The access to 
this resources has been a huge support for students 
as the whole A-Level Biology curriculum is whittled 
down to only what students need to know and is exam 
board specific for AQA. In addition, the videos support 
the ‘flipped learning’ approach taken in A level biology 
which encourages students to be better independent 
learners.  

Richard Thompson from Tailored Tutorials is a self-
confessed 100% biology geek and came into school 
last month along with his team to deliver a revision 
session with both the Year 12 and 13 biologists. 

We discussed exam techniques such as ‘chunking’ 
down exam questions, ‘digging deep’ for the facts and 
offered useful tips for the essay component.

The students finally got to put a face to the mystery 
voice form the videos and enjoyed the fun approach 
that Richard has to learning.

In addition, I got to enjoy a lovely evening out with the 
team at the Botanist, Chester along with Mrs H Watson 
where we discussed the exciting development of the 
chemistry videos.

Jane Parker Head of Biology

tailoredtutors.co.uk
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Year 12 and 13 Physics   students visited CERN again this year during the

February half term break.   We visited the large Hadron Collider as well as

the United Nations and   the Red Cross/Crescent Museum.

Visit to CERN - Geneva

The Swan - The Magazine from Christleton High School58 Summer Term 2018



Year 12 and 13 Physics   students visited CERN again this year during the

February half term break.   We visited the large Hadron Collider as well as

the United Nations and   the Red Cross/Crescent Museum.

Visit to CERN - Geneva

Summer Term 2018 59



• BUSINESS 
     • GEOGRAPHY 
          • HISTORY
               • ICT 
                    • POLITICS

February marked 100 years since women gained the right to vote, 
which was a massive step forward towards gender equality. The 
Suffragettes, Suffragists and the work done during the war all 
contributed towards this achievement. Here at Christleton, we 
held a number of celebrations to mark the occasion. 

History Hot Scholars had been very busy creating a display for 
our WOW wall. They included the suffragette colours, facts and 
even an outfit for a suffragette! On February 5th, an event was 
held up in the History department for Years 7 and 8. This included 
of a quiz on famous women, ‘pin the rosette on the Suffragette’ 
and a ‘Suffragettes photo booth’. Students acquired knowledge 
and learnt about what women put themselves through in order to 
achieve their right to vote. It was fantastic to see lots of girls and 
boys from Years 7 and 8 get involved in the celebration activities.

The following day, a ‘Mighty Girl’ quiz was held in i-Research on 
women in literacy. We also held a vote for the best female fictional 
character. Some of the English Hot Scholars wrote speeches to 
read out on each character. This was followed by a democratic 
election, to tie in with the vote. Hermione Granger from Harry 
Potter was a clear winner because of how Ron and Harry often 
relied on her for advice and that she had shown courage and 
stood up for what is right.

In addition to our celebrations at Christleton, 
Kathryn Gornall, Evie Bradley and Beth 
Rees in Year 8 were invited to take part in 
a debate competition on women’s rights 
at Queens High School to celebrate the 
votes for Women Centenary. This was a 
brilliant opportunity for 
our students to 
enhance their 

public speaking and debating 
skills. The girls had a brilliant 
time and debated on issues 
such as women in the work 
place, media and sports. 
This inspired these girls 
and the rest of the History 
Hot Scholars to set up a History 
Debate Club here at Christleton.
 
‘I think that this event is 
really important and we had a great time 
celebrating it. It is important to recognise 
that although women have achieved a 
great deal of political equality over the last 
100 years, we still have more to do.’ 

Evie Bradley Year 8

100 Years of Votes for Women!

2018 commemorates 
100 years since World 
War One Ended. 
History Hot Scholars 
have already started 
to mark the occasion 
with a visit to the 
local radio station, 
DEE 106.3 studios to 
record speaking about 
different Christleton 
soldiers who fought 
in World War 1. 10 
students spoke and 
the recordings were 
played on air every 
evening for 2 weeks 
in June. The students 
also had a tour of the 
studio. 

Henry Robinson: 
‘It was an amazing 
experience. 
Researching soldiers 
from the local area 
made it feel much 
more real’

Jacob Mcomb ‘It was 
great to have a tour 
of the radio station, 
and chat with the 
Radio presenter, Gavin 
Matthews’ 

Centenary 
of The 
Great War
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                      Year 12’s  
          Geography Field  
  Trip to Liverpool
Year 12 geography students went on a field trip to Liverpool. We kick 
started the day by visiting the Albert Dock; here many of us realised we 
definately should not have left our hat and gloves at home! However 
the cold couldn’t stop us from taking surveys, a field sketch and getting 
members of the public’s view on the recently regenerated docks. Our 
data helped us to establish the public’s opinion on the docks and 
weather they feel they benefited the city. 

After collecting some data we headed down to Liverpool One; which 
many members of the group struggled with as many stairs where 
involved. Once we got there the sun had finally decided to come 
out in time for us to collect our second set of data and take some 
photographs. Another short walk took us to our 3rd data collecting 
spot, the Metquarter, where we were very grateful to be inside. 
 
Our next stop was the St John’s shopping centre where we collected 
more data and then headed for a quick lunch, which was much 
appreciated. Once everyone had eaten (most members of the group 
had headed in the direction of McDonalds), we jumped back onto the 
mini bus and started to make our journey to Bootle.
 
Once we arrived we took a walk to the Strand shopping centre where 
we completed our final data collection and headed back to school. The 
purpose of the data collection was to be able to compare and contrast 
the level of development in relation to people experiences and 
perceptions of their surrounding and the area, furthermore some of our 
data surprised us as we didn’t envisage the population demographics 
that were present in our results.
 
Elizabeth Glading Year 12

Year 10 
Business 
BTEC TRIP 
– Cadbury 
World
We visited Cadbury World as part of 
our studies into promoting a brand 
unit for Year 10 BTEC Business 
coursework. 

On arrival we started our trip with 
the 4D Chocolate Adventure cinema 
experience, after which we headed 
to the Museum where we saw all the 
Cadbury’s products over the decades 
from the Wispa and Twirl in the 
80’s, through to the Fuse Bar in the 
90’s and more recently marvellous 
creations. 

We went on a tour of the factory to 
see the History and Science behind 
the chocolate products, sampled 
some Cadbury’s chocolate on our 
journey, rode the Cadabra car through 
a chocolate wonderland of familiar 
Cadbury’s characters and observed 
the making of Easter Eggs. 

“I enjoyed the 4D cinema as the 
Cadburys experience came to life.” 
Georgia Stuart. 

“We all enjoyed sampling the 
Cadbury products, the cup of melted 
chocolate and Crunchie tasted the 
best.” Charlie O Neill.

The Year 10 BTEC class
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Forty historians and linguists set of to 
Berlin on Saturday 17th February 2018. 
After a very early start and multiple 
airport coffees, we arrived safely at 
the hotel by mid-morning. This gave us 
plenty of time on the first day to head 
into the city for a quick lunch break and 
a trip up the TV tower. The panoramic 
view of Berlin allowed some students 
(and staff) to conquer their fear of 
heights and start of the photo album! 
We managed to gage a sense of the 
East and West of Berlin with the bird’s 
eye view of key buildings and streets.

After travelling 368 metres back to the 
ground, we then headed out to the 
Olympic Stadium. We were given a 
gripping tour of the Stadium allowing us 
to visit the changing rooms, conference 
rooms and stand pitch side! It was 
interesting to hear about the Nazi 
History relating to the stadium and see 
the unique architecture. The first group 
photo was taken and we headed back 
to the hotel.

The second day started with a trip 
to Sachsenhausen Concentration 
Camp located just outside Berlin. We 
were given a two hour tour of the 
concentration camp and were able to 
discover the brutal history of the camp. 
The camp was mainly used for political 
prisoners, walking around the barracks 
and museum, this part of History all 
became very real.

Later on in the day, Mr Cumberford 
became the Tour Guide and gave us 
a brilliant walking tour! We visited the 
Brandenburg gate, Jewish memorial 
and saw parts of the Berlin wall. He 
did a great job of informing us on 
some interesting facts! Thanks Mr 
Cumberford!

That evening we visited the Reichstag 
building and were able to see Berlin 
by night. The headphone tour that we 
had was great for focusing on points of 
interest and telling us exactly how the 
building is used.

One of the highlights of the trip was 
visiting the East Side Gallery. We were 
amazed with the artwork we saw and 
some of the artists managed to get 
across a hard-hitting message to us 
all. It was a lovely sunny day and an 
extended walk along the river went 
down a treat!

We had a very busy schedule of 
sightseeing, on the last night we were 
all rewarded with a night of bowling 
and a trip to the Hard Rock Café! It was 
great to hear the competitive spirit in 
the air! Miss Russell was one point off 
ruining Mr Rose’s bowling reputation!

Well done Year 11 for being so 
enthusiastic, organised and interested 
in what you saw. The whole trip was a 
huge success and extremely enjoyable 
for staff and students.

Years 10 & 11
History & 
German... 
 Students  
on Tour!
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Ms Olijnyk and I set off on the early 
morning train to London Euston on 
March 12th with a wonderful and 
curious bunch of thirty Government and 
Politics and Law students. 

After a dash across town on the Tube, 
we headed for The Supreme Court, 
since 2009 the highest appeal court 
in the land, and already home to many 
historic rulings, including last year’s 
landmark Brexit challenge brought by 
Gina Miller.  
 
The spacious, sunny and relaxed 
atmosphere of Court No.1 surprised 
many of the students, who weren’t 
expecting to see the attractive leek-
and-flax festooned carpets and curtains, 
colourfully designed by iconic pop 
artist Peter Blake, in this serious legal 
environment.  The upside of the Court 
not being in session was that we could 
sit in the judges’ chairs – well, all but 
one – the President’s chair was alarmed 
and was off-limits.

“My highlight was going into Court 
No.1 in the Supreme Court – it was 
way more casual and informal than I 
expected.” Meg Davis

“I enjoyed sitting in the unbelievably 
comfortable seats at the Supreme 
Court.” Owen Hughes 

Next on the itinerary was our visit to 
Downing Street, which was sadly a bit 
of a damp squib: we waited half an hour 
in pouring rain after our scheduled time, 
whilst other VIPs were allowed in ahead 
of us. Once we had been grudgingly 
allowed through the gates and 
processed by security we were left with 
the sum total of 90 seconds in front of 
Number 10, so we didn’t waste any time 
in getting our snaps.

“Waiting in the rain and then only 
getting to spend a few minutes in 
Downing Street wasn’t exactly what I 
expected!” Richard Tickle

“I didn’t expect there to be such tight 
security surrounding no. 10!” 
Abi Lightly

Lunchtime next and a chance for the 
Year 12 students to be let off the leash 
to explore the Capital - in a thoroughly 
responsible manner, of course. Whilst 
heading for Trafalgar Square, Ms 
Olijnyk and I were surprised to hear a 
northern voice coming from behind us 
and boasting about having done a ‘top 
wheelie’ which transpired to belong to 
one of our students, who had wasted 
no time in commandeering a ‘Boris 
bike’ for the hour. A short safety lecture 
later he went on his way!

“Getting to ride Boris bikes around the 
Capital was the highlight for me.” 
Luke Jones

Bikes returned and lunch consumed, 
we reconvened for our tour of the 
Houses of Parliament. Thrillingly both 
the Commons and the Lords were in 
session and we got to sit in and enjoy 
the spectacle of the debates from the 
giddy heights of the viewing galleries. 
Sajid Javid took a prominent role in 
the Commons’ debate, unawarevv 
that a few weeks later he would be 
stepping into the limelight as the new 
Home Secretary in the wake of Amber 
Rudd’s departure. It is fair to say that 
the debate was less lively in the House 
of Lords, where a couple of the Lords 
appeared to be asleep.  

“I didn’t expect the House of 
Commons to be so small and stuffy.” 
Stephen Bentham

Impressions of our trip to 

The Swan - The Magazine from Christleton High School64 Summer Term 2018



Impressions of our trip to 
“Watching the debates in the 
Commons and the Lords was really 
interesting.” Richard Tickle

“It was interesting being in the 
Commons because we got to see the 
things which the TV cameras don’t 
show, such as MPs on their phones!” 
Maciek Cumberford

“I wasn’t ready for how small the 
debating chambers are.” Joe Williams

We then headed for Parliament’s 
wonderful and still shiny Education 
Centre (it was opened by Brian Cox 
in 2015) for an interactive session on 
Parliamentary law-making and a visit 
from our local MP, Chris Matheson, who 
answered all of our questions with his 
customary good grace, enthusiasm and 
candour before we began our journey 
back home.  

“The quiz we had at the end of 
the day at the Education Centre at 
Parliament was really informative 
and helped me to understand how 
Parliament works.” Abbie Evans

“This was my final trip to Westminster 
with Christleton High School and the 
enthusiasm and exemplary behaviour 
of the students made it a real 
pleasure.” Alistair Cumberford

Studying Law has made me certain 
that law is the route for my future.” 
Meg Davis

“Studying Law has helped me with my 
revision techniques and essay writing 
skills.” Katy Dwyer

“Studying Law has given me a greater 
understanding of how strenuous the 
process of debating and creating new 
law is.” Harry Corley

“Studying Law has made me enjoy 
the subject and sparked an urge to go 
into a career in Law.” Sam Webb

“Studying Law has made me consider 
doing the subject at University.” 
Richard Tickle

Business Studies Tutor2U 
Grade booster workshop 
Fifteen Year 13 Business Studies students 
travelled to Salford Keys on the 18th April 
2018 to take part in an intensive grade boaster 
workshop. Students took a coach to the Vue 
Cinema where they met the Tutor2U team, 
who ran the event and other students from 
surrounding schools who were also taking part 
in the day.

The session lasted four hours and was filled 
with creative interactive activities, which 
allowed students to be enthusiastic and 
interact with the Tutor2U team and other 
students.

The content of this workshop was based around the A 
Level specification, which incorporated all four themes 
that the students have been learning over the past two 
years. Students were given an excellent revision resource 
booklet, which focused on common misconceptions, exam 
techniques and was filled with tones of questions.

All students were willing to answer the 
questions and James Fox was one of the few 
students in the cinema who even felt confident 
enough to volunteer to take part in an activity, 
which ended up being wheel of fortune! 
James had to stand on the steps of the cinema 
and spin the wheel to pick an investment 
appraisal, which everyone in that cinema 
screen had to complete.

On the way home on the coach, all 
students said that they believe event was 
very useful in aiding them with 
their revision and they felt 
even more confident for 
their summer exam! 
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Year 12 Geography Field Trip 

Conway Centre

The Swan - The Magazine from Christleton High School66 Summer Term 2018



Year 12 Geography Field Trip 

Conway Centre
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I C E L A N D
During the February half term, 
we visited Iceland for 3 days. 
We arrived at Reykjavik 
airport around midday on 
the Saturday. From here we 
went straight to ‘The Bridge 
between two continents’ 
(which connects the American 
and Eurasian plates). Luckily 
it was really sunny and 
snowy, so good for photo 
opportunities.

After this, we went to the 
Blue Lagoon which 

was a highlight of 
the trip and very 
relaxing. The Blue 

Lagoon is a 
unique 

wonder of nature, a 
pool of natural 
mineral rich geothermal 
seawater in the middle 
of a lava field.

We went straight to the hotel 
in Reykjavik once we had 
finished.  

On the Sunday, we got up 
early, as we had lots to do. 
We saw lots of waterfalls as 
well as a geyser both of which 
were very impressive.
We also went to a geothermal 
power station to learn about 
the renewable energy used 
in Iceland. We went to the 
Lava Centre to learn about 
the volcanic activity in Iceland 
which was very interesting. 

Unfortunately 
it was too windy to do 
a glacier walk on Sunday.

On Monday however, the 
weather cleared up a bit so 
we went straight to our glacier 
walk in the morning. Everyone 
got an ice pick, crampons and 
we walked in small groups. 
We then returned to Reykjavik 
and went out for a meal in the 
city.

We had to get up early again 
on Tuesday for our flight, but 
overall, the trip was definitely 
worth it!
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I C E L A N D
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Here’s the answer! For those of you who didn’t 
know, Mrs McNally is the proud owner of 

Gennady Doglovkin 

Teacher’s Pet
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Model 
United Nations 
Conference
Nine Year 12 students attended a Model United Conference (MUN) at 
Stockport Grammar School on 25 and 26 March 2018. Students had used 
their MUN 360º lessons to prepare for the event. 

The classrooms at the school were transformed into United Nations 
Rooms, the main hall was decorated with flags from around the world 
and set up as a conference. The students were tasked with representing 
France and Saudi Arabia. 

The students played an active role in their committees, debating topics 
such as ‘The issue in Syria’ and ‘the disarmament of nuclear weapons’. 
Freya Bowerman was the only participant in the whole conference to 
have her amendment in the general assembly, which was a fantastic 
achievement for her first conference.

In addition to serious political debate, the conference involved lots of 
note passing, humour, gave the students opportunities to make new like-
minded friends and to become part of the MUN community.   

The students who participated in the event were Lateef Bawendi, Joseph 
Bennett, Freya Bowerman, Sam Byrne, Rebekah Day, David Dentith, 
Robin Fowles, Archie Gautier and Heather Jones.  All of them were 
brilliant! If you are interested in joining MUN as a 360º lesson or as an 
extra-Curricular activity, (open to Year 10-12), please see Miss Olijnyk from 
the History and Politics Department.

“Model United Nations was a valuable experience that I will never 
forget. It was a weekend full of fun and political debates. It was not 
only serious, but also highly amusing.” Freya Bowerman 

“The conference was a unique experience. I don’t know what I was 
expecting from it, as it was my first Model United Nations Conference, 
but the atmosphere was lively and engaging. I had previously thought 
it would be more serious and in some aspects it was. I met lots of like-
minded people with a similar sense of humour to me.” Rebekah Day

Young Chamber Logo
Competition 
When thinking of a design for this exiting 
competition, I wanted to 
take into consideration 
the aspects of the 
company and how 
they wanted to 
be represented. 
So, I thought 
about what the 
Young Chamber 
could offer young 
people and 
who would want 
to partake in this 
business. However, I 
wanted to convey what the 
Young Chamber was about, in doing so, I 
incorporated all of its’ features by: 

• Drawing the bulb, to represent the 
opportunities the Young Chamber offers

• The plant growing within the bulb, to 
show a growth mind set

• The arms around the heart, representing 
the help provided by the Youth 
Chamber

Once I won the competition, I was invited 
to make my design ‘come to life’, with 
a graphic designer. This was where the 
designer and I adjusted my design: making 
any amendments such as the crest around 
the logo, colour schemes and perfecting 
my logo as a whole. During the duration of 
my visit, I spent my time improving my logo 
and making it personal to me. Overall, I was 
pleased with how the logo was produced 
and the experience was astounding. 

I was rewarded with a £50 voucher, plaque 
and all the products that now had my logo 
on such as a note book and other school 
accessories.

Samuel Dobson Year 10BA2
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Year 10 Business Studies Enterprise Event 
The Year 10 business enterprise class 
received a visit from Nicola Sciarrillo- 
Area Fundraiser for Hope House 
Children’s Hospice last term to talk 
about how charities operate. We were 
given a presentation about the running 
of a business such as a charity and 
the important services provided by 
Hope House and how donations are 
vital to care for terminally ill children 
while further providing support to their 
families. 

We wanted to help them raise vital 
funds and so both GCSE Business 
Studies group accepted the Dragon’s 
Lair Challenge putting their business 
knowledge and 

entrepreneurial skills to the test for the 
great cause. Each class had to pitch a 
fundraising idea to a panel of ‘Dragons’ 
asking for an initial investment for their 
event that hopefully they could turn into 
a profit for the charity.

There were some fantastic ideas 
including selling decorated Christmas 
plates, hot chocolates for staff at staff 
meetings, and homemade dog biscuits 
to mention just a few of the ideas!

There was hard work from Bryony 
Davies, Abbie Shaw, 

Hannah Snape, Amelia Stalker and Zoe 
Wilson and their enterprise group as 
they could not keep up with demand 
selling Christmas plates that raised over 
£200 profit alone! 

Hugo Aguado, Orla Bramall, Claudia 
Lovering and Sophie Mason showed 
that they were not afraid of hard work 
by designing, manufacturing and selling 
homemade dog biscuits.  

The Swan - The Magazine from Christleton High School72 Summer Term 2018



Year 10 Business Studies Enterprise Event Tamsin O’Keefe, Emily Watkins, 
Charlotte Parkinson, Lauren Evans 
and Lottie Astle used their initiative to 
source donations and raised money by 
selling Christmas cakes and Christmas 
treats. They each made and decorated 
their own treats and sold them at the 
school Christmas concert. Some of 
their tasty products included salted 
caramel cupcakes, chocolate orange 
brownies, milk chocolate cookies and 
matchmaker chocolate cupcakes. They 
were happy to 

receive donations from Asda which 
contributed to the £52.50 total profit 
they raised for Hope House charity. 

The total amount raised so far is over 
£670+ profit! Well done to all the pupils 
in the year 10 Business Studies classes 
and a big thank you to all the people 
who have generously supported their 
events.

     Year 12
   Young Enterprise 
Company Programme 
Once again our Year 12 students have been working hard 
throughout their enrichment 360 lessons to set up and 
run their own Private Limited Company in conjunction 
with Young Enterprise national competition.  Due to the 
growing popularity and success within sixth form we have 
had over 35 students participating in two teams that have 
displayed their entrepreneurial wit and determination 
to run successful profitable businesses over the last 9 
months.  

Both teams proudly represented the school at the 
Chester & Cheshire Regional finals battling it out against 
other schools from across the county.  Visulearn set up 
a business creating a learning toolkit for students with 
Dyslexia & other learning difficulties, having experienced 
friend’s struggles in school. They sought local business 
sponsors of £25 per box which was mutually beneficial 
for the school and the local businesses who in return 
had their logo displayed on each box.  Our second team 
MentorMe, set up an entrepreneurial Market day giving 
Year 10 Business students the opportunity to run their own 
business for the day to turn a small investment of £5 into 
as much profit as possible.  In addition they mentored the 
Year 10 Business students in lesson in preparation for the 
market day.  

Both teams have generated several hundred pounds 
in revenue and more importantly developed their 
entrepreneurial skills which is invaluable in the current 
competitive employment market today.  Visulearn 
successful won the Best Overall Team in Cheshire and 
represented the school and Cheshire at the North West 
finals.   Regrettably they was a runner up in the North 
West Finals in a very competitive final but they still own 
Best Brand & Concept in the North West for their logo and 
consistent branding throughout their company.

Massive well done to all involved!
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Taking a gap year could:

• Develop your skills and transferable 
skills - whether it’s learning to 
budget when planning your trip 
or using your initiative to make 
your way across Australia, you’ll 
have developed lots of skills that 
employers want. 

• Raise your cultural awareness - 
living and working alongside local 
people will allow you to appreciate 
other cultures and having friends  
all over the world can only be a 
good thing.

• Increase your confidence and 
independence - having to speak to 
new groups of people every day 
will definitely help you to come  
out of your shell. While arranging  
travel, finding accommodation  
and surviving on your own  
money are great ways to  
show that you’re independent. 

• Allow you to learn a new craft - if 
there’s something that you’ve 
always wanted to try then your gap 
year is a great time to give it a go. 
Whether you fancy surfing, teaching 
English as a foreign language 
(TEFL), filmmaking, cookery or 

even the art of kung fu, this is your 
chance to broaden your horizons. 

• Increase your work experience - 
there aren’t many jobs that don’t 
require some work experience, 
and a gap year is a great time to 
start building this. Try to keep the 
majority of it related to your course, 
for example, if you want to be a 
teacher look for opportunities to 
work with children and consider 
community work if you want to 
get into social care. Improve your 
language skills - try to pick up some 
useful phrases and then build on 
them each day. Not only will this 
endear you to the locals, it might 
also help you get a job when you 
return. Many organisations now 
trade globally and having someone 
in their organisation who can  
speak the relevant language  
is a huge asset. 

Things to think about: 

• A productive gap year can be 
valuable on your CV – many 

   GAP YEAR
      - Will it benefit me?

Our career’s advisor Sylvia Wood discusses...

At the current time 
I am finding more 
pupils and parents 
asking about the 
Gap Year.  So here 
I have tried to 
answer some of 
the questions with 
information from 
specialist websites.
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employers value the experiences 
students have gained if they’ve 
actively managed their time,  
set themselves goals and  
stretched themselves. 

• A gap year can also enhance your 
higher education studies – if you 
decide to apply for university,  
you could tailor your gap year  
to relate it to the subject area  
you plan to study. 

• Admissions tutors know that some 
students may take a little time to 
adjust to studying again, but many 
former gap year students are 
generally more focused  
and responsible.

 

Why do you want to  
take a year out?

It’s really important to set goals to make 
your time productive, so you need to 
identify what you want to achieve. You 
might want to:

• Have a break from studying

• Gain new skills/experiences

• Earn money

• Spend time deciding 

what you  

want to do

• Do a combination of the above 

Will it affect my chances of 
getting a job?

Employers will look at hundreds of 
applications, so you’ll need something 
to make yours stand out and a gap year 
can do just that. Explaining what you did 
with your time will not only catch their 
eye - it should also give you interesting 
examples to draw upon at interview.

However, if you don’t plan or actively 
take part in anything during your gap 
year it will be difficult to justify your trip 
to potential employers and it could be 
seen as a negative gap on your CV. 
To make sure this doesn’t happen you 

need to create a plan detailing what you 
want to achieve at the end of it.

Can I defer my university 
place?
 
You need to contact your chosen 
university, stating why you want to defer 
and what you intend to do with your 
time. It’s then up to the university to 
assess each case and decide  
whether you can defer.

To justify deferring your place, you’ll 
need to prove that your gap year 
is constructive and that you’ll gain 
something from it. Choosing to do 
something related to your course may 
also strengthen your case. For some 
subjects, such as maths and physics, 
it’s important to keep your subject 
knowledge and skills up to date, so 
you’ll need to explain to your tutors how 
you intend to do this.

The biggest risk of taking a considerable 
break from studying is that you may lose 
the momentum for it when you return. 
If you’re unsure of whether time out will 
affect you, speak to your lecturers and 
friends and ask your careers advisor 
if they offer any support for students 
planning time away from their studies.

Can I take a gap year 
during university?
 
Taking a gap year during your studies 
can stop you from giving it 100%. Before 
you leave you’ll spend time planning the 
trip and your return will be spent trying 
to get back into the swing of things.

Added to this, when you return, your 
peer group will have moved on. Being 
surrounded by new people can make it 
harder to settle back in and you  
may lose your enthusiasm for the  
course altogether.

Unless you have a good reason for 
taking time out from your course to do 
a gap year, employers may perceive 
this time away as a lack of commitment, 
unless it is part of your degree. You 
need to details about how what you 
learned helped you successfully 
complete the course when  
you returned.

Rather than taking a full year off, you 
could use the summer holidays to travel, 
volunteer or work abroad. You won’t 
miss any of your course and will have 
the same opportunity to build skills 
that can help with your degree. It may 
also show employers that you have 
developed good time management 

A year out isn’t an option that suits everyone – for some, 
it may be advisable not to take a break between studies. 
Here are some pros and cons to consider.

Pros
• An opportunity to have a break 

from studying and return 
refreshed. You can volunteer, 
get valuable work experience 
and travel the world. 

• A productive gap year can be 
valuable on your CV.

•  
You could relate the experience 
and activities to the subject area 
you plan to study.

•  
You can earn and save money 
towards your higher education 
costs or future plans. 

• You will develop maturity if you 
don’t yet feel ready for higher 
education or work life. For some 
careers, it can be an advantage 
to be slightly older and have 
some life experience. 

Cons
• Some people find a year out 

becomes a distraction from their 
longer term plans. 

• It can be harder to return to 
study or work after a year-long 
break. 

• If you don’t get organised, you 
may end up spending your gap 
year just ‘thinking about it’. 

• It can be expensive and you 
could find yourself in a worse 
financial position at the end. 

• An unstructured year out may 
not add much value to your 
future – careful thought and 
planning is essential.
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skills, as you have juggled organising 
your trip with a full-time degree.

You could also consider Erasmus+, 
a programme which offers university 
students (who have completed their 
first year of study) the chance to do 
an internship abroad for a period of 
between two and 12 months.

Should I take a year out after 
university?
 
After so many years studying, a gap 
year could be seen as a well-earned 
break. You could use the time to reflect 
on what you’ve achieved and decide on 
your next move. Entering the working 
world fresh from a break could be 
more beneficial than a graduate who is 
burned out from years of studying.

With such strong competition for jobs 
you might be wondering whether 
removing yourself from the job market 
is the best idea. However, a gap year 
can build the skills that employers are 
looking for and when you return, you’ll 
have experiences to make you stand out.

Thanks to your student loan and general 
living costs, you’ll probably leave 
university in some debt, so choosing 
to take a year out may not always be 
the best option. Instead, getting a job 
straight after graduation, giving you a 
regular income and the chance to start 
paying off some of your debt might be a 
good idea. If you’re set on taking some 
time out, save money by doing a shorter 
stint and staying closer to home.

You’ve had a great time on your gap 
year, but the reality of coming home 
without university or a job to look 
forward to might take the shine off all 
the new things you’ve experienced. 
Make sure you have a plan of action 
for when you return and that you know 
exactly how you’ll achieve it. 

What can you do?

• Volunteering – support a 
worthwhile cause and gain valuable 
experience. You could take part in a 
wildlife conservation project, teach 
children in an orphanage,  
or help build a school in a  
third world country. 

• Travel – explore the world, 
discover new cultures and develop 
your independent living skills 
at the same time! You could go 
backpacking across South East 
Asia, InterRail through Europe, or 
buy a round the world plane ticket! 

• Paid employment – earn money 
and gain new skills at home or 
abroad. You could work on an 
outback farm in Australia, as a 
ski lift operator in Canada, or at a 
backpacker hostel in New Zealand. 

• Work experience – if you want 
to gain relevant experience and 
skills for a particular career or 
subject you plan to study, you 
could consider a work placement 
or internship. These can last from 
a few weeks to a year. Depending 
on the type of contract on offer, 
you may or may not receive a 
salary. These are very popular and 
competition for places is high, so 
you will need to apply early.  

• Part-time courses – why not take 
the opportunity to try something 
new? You could take up a new 
language, learn how to programme, 
try a new sport or music instrument, 
or learn a new practical skill, such 
as mechanics, carpentry or cookery.

Do your research

• It’s really important to form a plan 
of what you will do for the year, 
no matter what your gap year 
idea is, you need to start planning 
well in advance. Some voluntary 
work schemes are popular and 
have strict deadlines. You need to 
consider the cost of airfares  
or visas. 

• There are loads of ideas you could 
consider – some might fill an entire 
year, others a few weeks or months. 
You could also combine more  
than one idea.    

• There is a wide range of gap 
year and volunteering schemes 
available. If you’re using an agency 
or scheme, check out how long 
they have been running, if they 
are financially sound and ensure 
they are members of a reputable 
organisation, such as ABTA or  
Year Out Group, where they  
agree to follow a code of conduct.

Gap Year ideas

From fruit picking and summer schools 
to ski instructor training, the list of gap 
year ideas is huge.

Whether you’re looking to stay at home 
or spread your wings further afield, 
opportunities for charity work, working 
holidays, adventure travel and paid work 
are endless. Choose a project that will 
enhance your skills, as gaps on your  

CV will need explaining to employers. 
Examples:

• Animal care

• Care and community

• Conservation

• Cultural programmes

• Fruit-picking and farm work

• Internships

• Language courses

• Medicine

• Sports and adventure travel

• Teaching
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Gap year tips

• What do you want to achieve from 
a gap year? New skills, experience, 
or do you want more time to 
consider your future? Set goals  
to make your time productive 
– think about getting the right 
balance between time spent  
and benefits gained. 

• How much time can you be away 
and when? What do you want to 
spend your time doing and where? 
Are you going to work, are there 
interests or hobbies you can take 
further, or do you want to help 
others by volunteering? What  
value will it add to your study,  
your CV, or career? 

• What is available? Research 
the wide range of gap year and 
volunteering schemes available, or 
look into organising it yourself. If 
you’re using an agency or scheme, 
check out how long they have 
been running, if they are financially 
sound, and are members of a 
reputable organisation such as 
ABTA or Year Out Group, where 
they agree to follow a code of 
conduct. Look at the reviews, 
articles, and advice from people 
who’ve ’been there and done’ the 
sort of gap year you’re considering. 

• How much money will you need? 
Unless you’re planning to work 
or have some financial help, you 
are going to need money. Set 
yourself a realistic budget that you 
can afford to stick to. Costs vary 
considerably, so research carefully 
and don’t forget to include flights, 
visas, accommodation, insurance 
and vaccinations. You can check 
the Foreign and Commonwealth 
Office website for information on 
vaccinations.  

• Play to your strengths, pick an 
activity of interest and utilise the 
skills you have. 

• Question what you want to gain 
from your experience. This can 
have a bearing on the type of 
project you choose. 

• Think ahead, gaining new skills and 
experience relevant to your career 
path can give your CV a boost. 
 
 
 

Get advice 

• It’s worth checking forums and 
social media for tips and insight 
into other people’s experience 
of gap years you’re interested in, 
particularly if you are looking at 
going abroad. Think carefully about 
what you want to do, and seek 
advice if you want to talk your  
ideas through further.  

• It may be possible to defer your 
acceptance of a place on a higher 
education course for a year – 
however, you may need to make 
your case directly to the university 
or college concerned for why this 
would be beneficial.

 

How do you apply to 
university if you’re taking a 
gap year?  

If you’re thinking of taking a gap year, 
you broadly have three options: 

• You can either apply alongside 
everyone else but for a ‘deferred 
entry’ meaning you will be 
considered for an offer for the 
following year. 

• You can apply in the following 
application cycle, once you have 
received your results and have 
a better idea of what you have 
achieved and what course you’re 
thinking of applying to. 

• You can request deferment after 
you have received your offer. 

• If you’re planning to apply to a 
competitive course, you may find 
that you’re in a stronger position 
if you apply during your gap year, 
with the qualifications you’ve 

achieved, rather than applying 
for deferred entry with predicted 
grades.

 
However you choose to approach it, the 
universities you’re interested in applying 
to will be keen to hear a sentence or 
two (in your personal statement) about 
your intended plans and what you hope 
to gain from your gap-year experience 
– this could be earning some money, 
gaining further experience in a related 
field or travelling the world.    

Get some inspiration

• yearoutgroup.org

• campamerica.co.uk

• realgap.co.uk

• bunac.org

• volunteering.org

• vinspired.com

• csv.org.uk

• tvc.org.uk

• thesite.org

• volunteerscotland.net

• volunteering-wales.net

• iwill.org.uk/ 

get-involved/young-people

• volunteerics.org

• gapyear.com 

• gapforce.org

If you want to organise it yourself, 
research the costs of the features 
offered by organised schemes which 
appeal to you, but make sure you get 
advice on safety, any additional checks 
and insurance cover you may need  
to consider.

You may find useful information on social 
media, online forums and websites. 
Look at the reviews, articles and advice 
from people who’ve ‘been there and 
done that’ for the sort of gap year  
you’re considering.
 

Good luck with which ever 
path you choose!
          
Sylvia Wood
Pathway Careers Advisor

Website acknowledgement: Which 
University; Prospects; Careers Wales.
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Subject Pathway Event

Art & Design 
/ Photography

• Visit by Beth Mollart Evans, Fine Art Undergraduate at Manchester Met 2016-17 - taking 
Fine Art at University.

• Visit by Emily Ryan Fine Art Undergraduate at Liverpool John Moores 2016-7 - taking Fine 
Art Foundation at University.

• Visit by Jackie Hallmark - Freelance Illustrator 2017-18 - how to work as an Illustrator. 
• Visit by Stefan Efobi winner of Vogue Graduate Fashion Week 2017, 2017-18 - aim high 

and be original in the creative industries.
• Visit by Ben Lumley - a full lecture theatre- high profile national sports photographer, 

2017-8 - be courageous, use what you have got; don’t wait until you have fancy equip-
ment, be creative and make work.

• Visit by Hannah Rain, second year in TV Production at Bournemouth University 2017-18 - 
working in TV and how to get started.

Sciences & 
MACH (Medical 

Association of 
Christleton High)

• GP Registrar from Tarporley GP Surgery came into school to talk to CHS students.  
• Work experience coordinator from Countess of Chester came to talk to MACH.
• A level Biology Science Live event at Manchester University.
• Biology - visiting speaker Jack Parker (Medical Student) & Anna Rees (Physiotherapist).
• MACH meeting to discuss work experience & voluntary work.
• Salford University visit.
• MACH group email to forward course & career information to students.
• Year 12 - Extra Mile elective to help with competitive applications for Oxbridge, Medicine 

and Veterinary Science.
• Visit to CERN Switzerland for guided tour from a working Physicist.
• Essar Oil - Apprenticeships visit.

Business Studies / 
Economics / 

Computing / ICT

• Girls in computing event, to engage more students in computing and target our PP 
students.

• Guest speakers from women in the industry.
• Cyber Hacking Challenge- Building and Hacking networks as part of the GCSE SOL.
• Employability Day - Preparation for mock interviews including CV writing, body language 

and searching for jobs.
• Youth Chamber Logo Competition - Graphics design competition for the youth chamber.
• Ethical Hacking Workshop - Helping to develop resources for schools and share their 

views.
• Essar Oil - Apprenticeships visit.
• Year 12 BTEC Business studies students received a talk from Stephanie Dean (Marketing 

Manager) of CF Fertilisers.

Design 
& Technology

• Stuart Gillies works with GCSE Electronic Products students as a Consultant on 
the coursework, Stuart is a retired engineer from Shell, and now works as a STEM 
ambassador and has a keen interest in the use of microcontrollers.

• FOOD AMBASSADORS link with Mellors Catering Company to consult with canteen staff 
about school lunch provision; learning about commercial/ retail practices.  

• James Roberts a local Chester product designer has been into sixth form lessons to 
discuss his career and projects he has worked on. He also explained to students what a 
typical day in the life of a designer looks like.

Creative Arts – 
Performing Arts / Music 

/ Music Technology

• Former students now working in Theatre.
• Talk and Q&A on performance as an industry and a practical workshop.
• Talk from a former Music Tech student at CHS and now plug-in developer at SSL Studios.

English Language / 
English Literature 

& Media Studies

• Visiting author and academic, David Crystal from the University of Bangor.
• Media City visit.
• Wirral Radio or Dee 106.3.
• Visits from ex-students studying English and Linguistics at Oxford and Cambridge.

Geography

• Visit to the Geothermal energy plant; student lecture on geothermal engineering and use 
of geophysics in geothermal energy.

• Urban planning workshop, working with City Planners, Architects and local councils to 
design and build a sustainable city.

Subject Pathway Events: 

2017- 2018 
One of our aims this year has been for every department in the school to organise at least one employer engagement activity to 
raise awareness of future pathways related to that subject area.

The Subject PATHWAY Events Table (below and right) shows that there have been over thirty different opportunities this year for 
students to see the links between what they learn in school and where this leaning might take them in the future.

Many thanks to everyone who has helped provide such a wealth of opportunities. If there are any organisations or individuals 
who would like to help us develop further links next year please contact please contact Karen Varley by email: 
varleyk@christletonhigh.co.uk
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“Can You tell Me More 
About What You Do……?” 
Advance Notice: Careers Information 

Evening: Wednesday 7th November 2018
• Following on from really successful  
 events over the last five years, we  
 are now planning our sixth annual  
 Careers Information Evening with   
 the aim of making this event even  
 bigger and better.

• In addition to having representatives  
 from a wide range of different   
 occupations on hand to give   
 individual advice and an insight into 
 what their job involves we also   
 hope to make a selection of   
 workshops available for the   
 benefit of our students.

• The evening will be a great   
 opportunity for all students from   
 Year 7 to 11 and also lower and  
 upper sixth-formers, together with  
 interested parents, to find out more  
 about the future world of work. 

• The event is a part of our on-going 
 commitment to raising students’   
 aspirations and encouraging them  
 to think about future pathways; the  
 evening aims to inspire students to  
 find out more about the career paths  
 available and to meet people from a  
 variety of different occupations.  

• Previous year’s events have featured  
 dozens of different representatives,  
 including organisations such as   
 Airbus, Energy Innovation Centre,  
 Essar Oil, and Vauxhall Motors.   
 We are always looking to expand   
 the range of organisations involved,  
 and would welcome approaches   
 from any companies wishing to   
 take part this year.

 • Please make a note of the date 
 in your diaries. If you are able to   
 come along as a representative for  
 a particular business, company or  
 occupation, please contact Karen  
 Varley by email:
 varleyk@christletonhigh.co.uk

Subject Pathway Event

Health & 
Social Care

• Sarah Doorbar. Totalpeople.co.uk. A discussion with students, with an interest in Childcare.
• Apprenticeship and Childcare programmes offered.
• ASK apprenticeships talk.

History / Government 
& Politics / Law

• European Youth Parliament Debate.
• Meeting with Member of Parliament. 
• Work experience from entering the Political Studies Association short video competition. 
• Law Lecturer coming in to discuss value of History for those thinking of a career in Law.
• Former student talk to students about routes into Law.
• Visit to Parliament and the Supreme Court.
• Liverpool Circuit Judge within the legal system.

Mathematics

• Ministry of Defence visit
• STEM ambassador visits - to discuss jobs and careers in industry
• Visit from ex-students studying at Russell Group universities to mentor younger students.
• Essar Oil - Apprenticeships visit.
• ASK apprenticeships talk.

Modern Foreign 
Languages

• The University of Chester half-day session on the importance of languages for future 
careers and employment.

• Visit from ex-students studying MFL at Oxford.

Physical 
Education

•  BRIO leisure services; Talk with a Personal Trainer from the centre.
• Talks about career route, qualifications needed, exemplar session and career opportunities.
• Visit from former student - to discuss University.
• ASK apprenticeships talk.

Psychology 
/ Sociology

/ Religious Studies

• Former student visits to discuss Psychology Pathways.
• Visit from former sociology student and graduate from Liverpool University.
• Visit by Gareth Thomas, student of Philosophy at Reading University. Gave talk about 

Philosophy and University life. 
• Lecture from leading Christian Theologian for all Sixth Form students.
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Year 11 

Mock Interview Day
This presentable bunch had the amazing opportunity to take 
part in a mock interview day and don’t they scrub up well! 
They had sessions from the very talented Hems De Winter on 
writing their CV’s, the lovely Cat Williams on self-image and 
body confidence and last but not least Phill Jones on interview 
techniques.
 
This then prepared them for the big day where they made their 
own way across Chester to have an interview with prospective 
employers, all of them performed amazingly, we couldn’t have 
been more proud of them! After reflecting on the day some of 
the pupils involved had this advice for their fellow pupils:
 
Callum Acott:
1. Good eye contact
2. Give a firm handshake
3. Make sure you ask them some questions at the interview
 
Kyle Moulton:
1. Have confidence in yourself
2. Ask questions, it shows you are interested
3. Dress smart

Charlie Rudd
1. Research the company
2. Be yourself!
3. Ask questions

Oxbridge 
Roadshow
In March, twenty five of our 
Year 12 students attended the 
Oxbridge Roadshow held at 
Aintree Racecourse in Liverpool. 

Held annually, the two universities 
of Oxford and Cambridge provide 
lecturers who bring up-to-date 
information about courses, 
the application process and 
admissions procedures at both 
universities. 

Students were able to attend 
sample lectures and ask questions 
about studying at Oxbridge. 

We actively encourage students 
with the right academic profile to 
apply to Oxbridge and currently 

quite a few ex-
Christleton students 
are studying 
at Oxford or 
Cambridge.
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“School is about grit as well as grades” 
This statement sums up the thinking behind the launch of our 
360º Futures programme in the Sixth Form.

The Rationale: According to Mr Cosstick, Head of Christleton Sixth Form.
“Our vision is that all our students will leave Christleton Sixth Form, having the 
skills, knowledge and behaviours necessary for skilled employment in their chosen 
field, as well as the transferable skills that are needed in any career”

Update: Over 90 students presented their Extended Project Qualification on 
Wednesday 15th March.
• 40 students have reached the final stage of their Duke of Edinburgh’s  

Gold Award.
• 25 students set up their own business in their Young Enterprise Project – 

winning numerous prizes and awards along the way to the regional finals.
• 10 students have already really enjoyed their University Survival Cookery 

Course – this means that at least 20 Year 12 students will not live off  
take-aways at university next year!

• 15 students have taken part in the Model United Nations debating course.  
This is designed to help students with an interest in history, politics  
and current affairs.

• 20 students have done a BBC Journalism course alongside the English Department.
• 15 students have undertaken work experience or volunteer/charity work under the  

supervision of the social sciences.
• 40 students have gone the “Extra Mile” by researching and preparing for the very rigorous  

Oxbridge, Medicine and Veterinary Science application process.
• This is the start, we hope, of a unique and successful programme that provides all of our students with a 

fulfilling and meaningful programme which is not simply a bolt-on addition to the academic provision.

T h e   f u t u r e ’s   b r i g h t . . . 
T h e   F u t u r e s   3 6 0  !

The Sixth Form: 
360˚ Futures

Christleton High School Open evening / Mornings

Open Evening - Wednesday 26th September 2018, 
18:30 - 20:30

Open Sessions - Thursday 27th, Friday 28th 
September 2018, 09:00 - 10:30

Sixth Form Open Evening 
17th January 2019, 

17:45 - 20:00
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As a part of 360 Futures this has 
been the first year that Year 12 
students have had the opportunity 
to undertake work experience that 
they have chosen and applied for 
by themselves. The ten students 
who opted to take part all had 
a passion for the area and saw 
themselves working towards their 
future careers.

Some choices were more traditional 
and included working in a variety of 
departments ranging from the accident 
and emergency to the radiography 
department at the Countess of Chester 
Hospital or supporting children who 
have Special Educational Needs at Dee 
Banks School. However, some choices 
were more specific and unusual, for 
example guiding visitors and working 
with the collections at the Grosvenor 
Museum or photographing sports and 
fashion for the University of Chester!

The students who took part in the work 
experience all applied for the positions 
themselves, and were then able to 
experience what it would be like to 
achieve their dream career. They gained 
skills in using their own initiative, gaining 
confidence in their own abilities, working 
as a part of a professional team as well 
as developing a  
better understanding of the  
wider Chester area.

Feedback from students who went 
out on work experience includes the 
following:

‘Working with children who have 
different needs to us really made me 
realise how rewarding it is to help 
others and not to see the differences 
but the similarities between people.’

‘Working at the Countess has been 
amazing! I got to work as a part of the 
hectic A&E team and also spent time 
shadowing doctors. I found that there 
is so much variety at a hospital it would 
never get boring.’

U-Explore... 
Students Explore Their Future Pathways

We are very pleased that so many students are continuing to make 
effective use of U-Explore, the online interactive careers education 
site that the school is fully subscribed to.

Here is a reminder of what U-Explore can offer and how you can make 
best use of it: -

U-Explore can be used to find more about:  
· Careers, Information, Advice and Guidance
· Year 9 Pathways
· Work Experience preparation
· Post 16 Options
· Apprenticeships, BTECs and other vocational qualifications

U-Explore focuses on the main industry sectors of work, linking 
students to the business community and also providing an 
insight into different working environments, through 360° 
virtual, interactive tours and video clips.

U-Explore really helps to raise awareness of what 
opportunities are available in a particular sector and what 
skills and qualifications students will need to get a job in that area.

U-Explore has videos of real people working in their 
chosen fields and practical tips on how students can 
reach their goal.

Students and Parents: 
How to Sign Up in Five Simple Steps...

 
                              1.     Go to www.uxplore.com and 
                           click on Login and then U-Explore 
                        Online Login
 
                    2. Click REGISTER WITH US and select 
                 Cheshire West; Chester; Christleton High School
 
            3. Type in the School Registration Code (40329)
 
       4. Type in the brief details About You and create your 
     Login Information
                                                                                 
           5. When redirected to the start page enter your login 
              information and click Go!
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Learning for 
Work

Year 11 Students 

Enjoy College 

Placement 

Success

As part of the Year 10 and 11 Learning for 
Work option, students have been enjoying 
a full day placement at Reaseheath 
College every week for the last two years. 
This has given students the opportunity to 
experience the world of work by learning 
the skills of particular skilled trades and 
occupations which are always in demand, 
such as construction, hairdressing or 
motor vehicle maintenance, or to really 
get involved in a practical area of interest 
such as agriculture, animal care or equine 
management.

The feedback from college tutors about 
the progress the students have made over 
the last two years has been really positive, 
so congratulations to all involved! As the 
table below shows, at least six of the ten 
students are planning to continue on at 
Reaseheath College next year…
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Here’s what some of them think 
about their experiences…

“I chose to do the course in 
Motor Vehicle Maintenance. I am 
interested in this because what I 
want to do in my career requires 
vehicle maintenance. During the 
first week or two, we started off by 
learning the safety of the course. 
Since then I have learnt how to 
change tyres and work safely. 
The PPE (Personal Protective 
Equipment) we have to wear, is 
goggles, overalls and steel cap 
boots. This is because there is a lot 
harmful equipment that could do a 
lot of damage to your body so we 
wear these to keep us safe.”
Brian McEwen Year 11BY1
 
“I chose to do the course in 
Construction. I am interested in 
this because I want to learn how 
to brick lay and join. During the 
first week or two we started off by 
having tour and learning to saw. 
Since then, I have learnt 

how to saw and chisel. The PPE 
(Personal Protective Equipment) 
we have to wear is overalls and 
steel cap boots. This is because 
if we drop something on our feet 
it won’t damage our feet. The 
thing I enjoy the most is chiselling. 
I would recommend doing this 
course to anyone who wants to be 
a bricklayer or joiner when they’re 
older.”
Kyle Moulton Year 11K1
 
“I chose to do the course in Motor 
Vehicle Maintenance. The thing 
I enjoy the most is learning new 
things about cars and how to 
fix them, if it is what I want to do 
after school, then I know what it 
will be like. Reaseheath College 
is good because it gave me more 
freedom than high school and I got 
to experience new things. I would 
recommend doing this course to 
anyone who would like to work 
with cars in the future because it 
showed me what it is all about.”
William Wright Year 11BA1
 
“I chose to do the course in Animal 
Management. I am interested in 
this because I would love to work 
with animals as my future career, 
and protect animals from extinction.  
The thing I enjoy the most is 
interacting with the animals. During 
my time there I have got to know 
the other students on the course. 
Reaseheath College is great 
because they enable me to interact 
with animals. The people there are 
friendly.  I would recommend doing 
this course to anyone who would 
like to work with animals as a future 
career.”
Charlie Rudd Year 11BY1
 

“I chose to do the course in Equine. 
I am interested in this because 
I have horses myself. The thing 
I enjoy the most is handling the 
horses and grooming them. During 
my time there I have got to know 
new people. Reaseheath College 
is wonderful because I learn new 
things. I would recommend doing 
this course to anyone who likes or 
has horses, you don’t have to know 
about it because you will learn.”
Mia-Lily Rees Year 11K1
 

“I chose to do the course in 
Agriculture. I am interested in 
this because my family are dairy 
farmers in Cheshire and I would like 
to work on the farm when I’m older. 
During my time there I have got to 
know how to do a risk assessment.  
I would recommend doing this 
course to anyone who is interested 
in farm animals or who would like 
to work on a farm when they are 
older.”
Thomas Gibbon Year 11BY1

Name Programme Area Planned Destination Next Year Course

Callum Acott Animal Management West Cheshire College Game Design

Joshua Davies Construction Reaseheath Construction / Plastering

Thomas Gibbon Agriculture Reaseheath Agricultural Engineering

Luke Gorst Motor Vehicle Maintenance
Reaseheath or  
Apprenticeship

Motor Vehicle Maintenance

Brian Mcewen Motor Vehicle Maintenance Reaseheath Motor Vehicle Maintenance

Kyle Moulton Construction Reaseheath Construction / Plastering

Marcus O’neill Construction West Cheshire College Game Design

Mia-Lily Rees Equine Reaseheath Equine

Charlie Rudd Animal Management Reaseheath Animal Management

William Wright Motor Vehicle Maintenance West Cheshire College Mechanical Engineering
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FOOTBALL
It has been 

another busy and 

successful term 

for Christleton 

High football 

teams, with cup 

final games and 

fixtures against 

international 

touring schools. 

After a difficult first season, 
Year 7 students faced LFC 
Japan and Dubai English 
Speaking College in their 
final games of the year. They 
excelled against LFC Japan, 
beating them 8-2, before 
going on to earn a very 
hard fought draw against 
the team from Dubai. The 
team acquitted themselves 
extremely well and should be 
proud of their achievements 
this year as they have the 
talent and potential to be 
very successful together! 
The U14 girls’ team also 
faced Dubai English Speak 
College and came out 
comprehensive winners after 

fantastic performances from 
Jade Bennett, Holly Lee and 
Charlotte Rewhorn. 

In April we also hosted 
Marist Eastwood and St 
Leo’s Schools from Sydney 
Australia. Both schools 
brought two boys teams 
to play our Year 10 and 11 
students whilst St Leo’s 
also brought a 5-a-side girls 
team. All of the games were 
well matched and highly 
competitive and provided 
a great experience for the 
players to play against foreign 
opposition with different 
styles of play. 

Domestically we saw success 
in both Cheshire and Chester 
competitions. The Year 10 
team continued their four 
year unbeaten record in 

the Chester and District 
competition by beating Kings 
3-1 in the final. A goal from 
Matthew Pollitt and two from 
Sam Turner secured victory. 
The same week saw the Year 
8 boys follow their success 
at the 7-a-side competition in 
February, with 3-1 victory in 
the Chester and district final 
against Bishop Heber. 

The Year 7 girls’ 5-a-side 
team easily progressed 
through the Cheshire finals, 
which were held as an all-day 
tournament at Moss Farm 
in Northwich. After a slow 
start, the girls played with 
great teamwork and ability 
and managed to reach the 
final against Hartford High 
School. The game was a 
tense affair with Hartford 
unfortunately just managing 
to win at the end. Still, to 
reach the Cheshire final and 
to become the 2nd best team 
in Cheshire in their first year 
at Christleton is an amazing 
achievement. 

Better tomorrows come from hard work today!

Year 7 

Year 10

Year 8
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Finally, our Year 11 football 
team finished off a fantastic 
five years of football at 
Christleton by reaching the 
last 16 of the ESFA National 
Cup. They beat Everton 
Free School, Priory School, 
St Edmund Arrowsmith, 
Sandbach and Sandwell 
Academy, before being 
knocked out by the eventual 
overall winners Calday 
Grange. To be amongst the 
best 16 schools out of 544 
that entered is incredible and 
a success that they should be 
very proud of. We wish them 
all the best with the next 
step in their education and 
futures. 

Year 11

ROWING
Get on the boat & pull Strong!
18 Christleton students were selected to participate in an ‘Introduction to 
Rowing’ session with Grosvenor Rowing Club member Robert Audas On 
Wednesday 9th May 2018.

Two sessions were delivered, one to Year 9 and one to Year 10 boys 
groups as this is their current target area for recruitment. Trying 
out different timed challenges as well as learning about the correct 
techniques, the boys really enjoyed their time and registered their 
interest with the club afterwards.

Robert will be back to the school in the Autumn term looking to get more 
people interested and involved in rowing, so if this floats your boat – 
make sure you take up a place and ask Mr Clark for more details.
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This year I have been coaching Year 
8 and 9 netball teams. They have 
both had a lot of success during the 
year which both Mrs Price and I have 
been very proud of. Throughout 
the season both teams have had 
many friendly matches against local 
schools, which in the main they have 
comfortably won. 

On the 10th of March the Year 8 
netball team (Charlotte Harrison, Erin 
McDonnell, Tara Faulkner, Sophie 
Grainger, Ailidh Jones, Klara Webster, 
Becca Beauchamp, Issi Durrant, and 
Evie Bradley) entered the County 
tournament at Whitby High School. 
After an early start the girls had a 
fantastic few matches, winning three 
in a row out of their group. They then 
faced two more difficult matches 
which the girls fought through well, 
sadly losing by only a few goals and 
drawing one. 

This put the girls 2nd in their division, 
moving them through to the semi-
finals. After a close match where the 
girls finished the match by drawing 
and then having to go into extra time. 
The girls won by one goal, putting 
them into the final. The final was a 
tough match in which all the girls put 
their best efforts into, however they 
sadly lost after a very tense and close 
12 minutes. 

They finished 2nd in the Cheshire 
County tournament overall which is a 
massive improvement from last year’s
tournament in which they came 5th.  
The girls had a very successful day,
for me, the player of the tournament 
went to Becca Beauchamp for her 
outstanding effort and very accurate 
shooting throughout. 

The Year 8 netball girls also played in 
the County and District tournament 
on the 6th of March, in which they 
won all of their matches in the first 
round. Going into the final against 
Kings Chester, our usual rivals. The 
girls successfully won 4-2, winning 
the tournament overall putting them 
top in the Chester district. Well done 
girls! 

On the 14th of March the Year 9 
netball team (Ella Maltby, Sophia 
Wade, Amelia Williams, Emma Wood, 
Cerys Wojtan, Rebecca Duffy, Nicole 
Ball, Poppy Lewis, Alice Bailey, Lucy 
Proctor, and Lydia Rumney) had their 
County and District tournament at 
Bishops Blue Coat High School. 
After easily winning their group stage, 
the girls made it to the semi finales. 
The girls won their match against 
Queens School, after a very tense 
match in which they had to play into 
extra time after drawing at the usual 
finish time. The girls won by one goal 
putting them into the final against 
Kings Chester, as usual. Unfortunately 
the girls lost this final match, after 
fighting hard. 

Both the Year 8 and 9 netball teams 
have played some fantastic netball 
throughout the season, and hopefully 
this will continue into next year and 
only get better. 
Emma Cresswell (Year 12.2) 

NETBALL
Reaching high keeps a player on her toes!

U12 Chester 
& District 
Netball 
Winners
A huge congratulations to the U12 
Netball squad who this year won 
their Chester & District tournament. 
The event which was held at 
Kings on the 8th March was the 
girl’s first competition of the year. 
The squad which includes Katie 
Gwyther, Olivia Lanceley, Amalie 
Barwise, Lucy Durrant (c), Grace 
Fisher, Charlotte Edwardson, Sally 
Gwyther, Eliska Skinner and Amy 
Walton have shown great progress 
throughout training, all have been 
very committed.

On the day of competition the girls 
successfully won their pool, beating 
local teams including Catholic High, 
Bishops Heber and Abbeygate. In 
the final, Christleton came up against 
Tarporley who had proven touch 
competitors in pool A. The girls 
played fantastically well with the final 
score being 15-6. Well done girls!
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U12 County Netball Champions

U15’s Cheshire County Netball Tournament

U15s Chester & District Netball Winners

Two days after winning the Chester & District tournament at Kings the U12 were 
in positive spirits going into the County tournament, which was held at Whitby 
High School on Saturday 10th March. The girls arrived early, showing great 
preparation and mind-set in the hope that they could be winners… AGAIN.

The U12 tournament was split into two sections, overall 12 teams were 
competing in the hope of being crowned county winners. Christleton were 
in section 2, alongside Lymm, Wilmslow, Bridgewater, Helsy and Kings 
Macclesfield. We started the competition with a few nerves, Lymm were very 
strong and counteracting on the mistakes we made. The final score finished 4-3 
to Christleton, the girls were now feeling more relaxed and focused for the next few games ahead. Comfortably, the 
girls went on to win every game in their section; 8-1 against Helsby, 10-6 against Kings Macc, 11-2 against Bridgewater 
and 4-3 against Wilmslow. In the semi-finals Christleton faced Fallibroom and won 6-4 which secured them a place in 
the finals. Christleton faced Lymm again in the finals, the girls new they had to show strong defensive skills to limit the 
opposing teams attacking play. 

They united and held it together with the final score being 5-2. A fantastic achievement by the U12 I’m super proud of 
their success this year.

Saturday 7th October 2017 at Whitby High School

It was a wet and windy start to the U15s county tournament but the girls were prepared and in good spirit. In a 
round robin format the competition this year was of a really good standard with matches lasting only 6 minutes 
each way. Christleton were scheduled to play eight matches; coming up against teams like Grange, Wilmslow, 

Queens, Helsby, Upton, Alderley, Lymm, Culcheth and Lymm. 

On points, Christleton successfully finished in 2nd position to Helsby who 
won all of their games. They were our toughest competitors on the day but 
I’m proud of the girls for being crowned the second most successful team 
in Cheshire. A huge congratulations to Holly Worthington, Abbie Shaw, 
Hannah Ritson, Charlotte Parkinson, Raimi Harrison, Tamsin O’Keefe, 
Sophie Thompson, Emily Bolton, Alice Watkinson, Emily Roberts and Holly 
Grainger.

On 15th March 2018, the U15s competed at Bishops Bluecoat in their Chester & District 
tournament. For the last four years the U15s have dominated this tournament, winning 
successfully and playing exceptional Netball as a team. In a round robin format, Christleton 
faced Bishops Heber, Upton, Queens, Catholic High, Abbey Gate and 
Bishops Blue Coat. Winning each match comfortably, players were able 
to swap in and out of their preferred positions without the standards of 
play dropping. I am extremely proud of Alice Watkinson, Emily Bolton, 
Charlotte Parkinson, Holly Worthington, Holly Grainger, Hannah Ritson, 
Raimi Harrison, Emily Page, Abbie Shaw and Sophie Thompson for 
being crowned Chester and District champions once again. Well done 
girls!
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FENCING
Cheshire High School Fencing Team Competition

Christleton High School fencers 
successfully competed at the 
annual Cheshire High School 
Fencing Team Competition on 
Saturday 10 February 2018. 
They were the only school 
represented by two teams. 
Christleton Team One, won Silver 
medals and Team Two won Bronze 
medals.

Team 1 was represented by 
Alexandar J B Rex, Isaac Dunford, 
Will Lawrence, John Jessup, Lucas 
Duthie and Stanley Jessup. 
Team 2 was represented by 

Joe Harris, Charlie Flood, Luca 
Catherall, William Pinkard, David 
Hankins and Luke Hankins. 
Their commitment to the sport and 
hard work during training paid off. 

They are a credit to their families 
and school showing great team 
spirit and support to each other as 
well as excellent sportive behaviour 
and attitude. 

Valerijs Scipanovs, Fencing Coach 

KICKBOXING
I started kickboxing when I 
was 10 years old, I followed 
after my brother. I went to 
training continuously and got 
better because I stuck at it. 

I started to grade and work my way up 
the belts which gave me a sense of pride 
and accomplishment. After a few years of 
training my instructor Alan, asked me if I 
wanted to start competing. I then started 
to go to squad training with all the other 
people who competed.

Training with them was hard at first but 
I’m glad I stuck with it, because now I can 
spar with them and stand up for myself. 
With all of this my confidence started 
to grow more and more, that helped 
especially with starting high school. At the 
moment I am 2x Welsh champion and 1x 
British champion in my height category, 
age doesn’t matter just height. 

Winning those trophies has been some 
of the best feelings I have experienced 
so far and I wouldn’t go back and change 
anything. 

Being part of a squad, a team, is a great 
feeling because you get encouragement 
and you feed off each other’s wins and 
energy and it’s an incredible feeling and 
atmosphere. I am incredibly great full for 
all the support from my family and from 
the school with this, and I am hoping to 
go to the world championships next year.

By Sophie Foster (Year 10L1)
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Valerijs Scipanovs, Fencing Coach 

This is the Greatest Show
This year’s Gym and Dance show took things to another level, as Ciara 
McNicholas almost touched the ceiling in her balance with Aoife Higgins 
and Lillie Fisher. 

With performances from all year groups, this was an event that had it all. 
Different genres, different styles, different music; the students did themselves 
proud.

The release of ‘The Greatest Showman’ was a clear and obvious hit around 
the nation, and the students responded with a large number of routines 
made to the songs in the musical. The evening’s opener, ‘The 
Greatest Show’ saw none other than PE’s Mr Clark revealed as 
the curtains were pulled apart with the dramatic music starting. 
In what is believed to have been the first ever ‘Gym and Dance 
and Sing’ performance in these shows, Mr Clark took to the 
microphone to belt out the now-famous song, starting with 
the words that rang true of the night: “Ladies and Gents, 
this is the moment you’ve waited for.”

Delivering everything this show promised to be 
an exceptional feat by all the students involved. 
Many thanks go out to Year 
13 leavers Hannah Lathaen 
and Naomi Davies for their 
artistic direction, and Ellie 
Brickland and Michael Dean for 
their choreography in several 
performances. The technical 
team of Nung Sirisot, John 
Jessop, Oliver Hynds and 
Rob Bradshaw also worked 
incredibly hard to ensure the 
smooth running of what really 
was a fantastic show!
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