


Welcome to the July Edition of The Swan Newsletter; we hope that you enjoy reading it. 

In this edition, Mr Jones gives a compelling Headteacher’s Report. We also see what the 

students have been up to in the final trips of the year. Our centre pages are dedicated to 

our students and their adventures during lockdown and we thank those students who 

have contributed with their great range of talents. We hope that you are all keeping safe 

and well and would like to take this opportunity to wish you a wonderful summer break 

and we look forward to welcoming everyone back.  

 

The Swan is the official magazine/newsletter of Christleton High School Village Road, 

Christleton, Chester, CH3 7AD Tel: 01244 335843 www.christletonhigh.co.uk 

Keep in touch with Christleton High School via Website, Facebook and Twitter 

@ChristletonHS 



I cannot quite believe that I am writing my final Headteacher’s report of this academic year. It is said 
that, “time flies when you’re having fun”. Well, it certainly doesn’t seem five minutes since I was 
writing to you in last year’s summer edition of The Swan as Headteacher Designate, outlining my hopes 
and plans for the year ahead. Those plans did not include dealing with a global pandemic!  
 
I have tried to keep you up-to-date with all that has happened during our emergency school provision, 
and I don’t want to dwell on it any further in this report, other than to thank our students, their parents 
and carers and all my staff for the way in which they stepped up and supported each other through this 
unprecedented period. 
 
This mini edition of The Swan, once again showcases the amazing exploits of students and staff, many 
of which I have covered in my weekly blogs, which I hope have provided you with an insight into what 
goes on, week in week out, at our school. As this is the second ‘mini-Swan’ in a short period of time, I 
thought that in this report, I would update you on the plans we have been working on and the       
differences you will notice in the next academic year. 
 
Curriculum 
We have conducted a thorough review 
of our curriculum, particularly the     
content, structure and sequencing of 
what we do in Key Stage 3 (KS3). There 
have been some quite radical changes 
in some areas, such as English, where 
staff have planned an exciting new    
curriculum model, with new texts and 
literacy focus that also includes for the 
first time, mixed ability, rather than 
setted teaching. In Maths, we will see 
the delivery of a new numeracy         
curriculum, (for Year 7 students in the 
first instance), and we have also looked 
at the deployment of our creative subjects within the timetable. 
 
We have also remodelled our KS3 assessment framework, looking not only at how we  assess the      
progress and attainment of students, but how we monitor, track and report to parents. You will see a 
new style of parent report next year, which we hope better informs you of the academic and pastoral 
development of your children. 
 
Teaching and Learning 
Teaching staff have undertaken a lot of professional development this year which has focused on the 
science of how students learn. We have long been an advocate of the Growth Mindset movement and 
we are endeavouring to create classroom cultures that cultivate the habits and attitudes of curious, 
confident and independent learners, so that all young people, are equipped with the learning habits 
AND the qualifications to thrive in the 21st Century. This approach to learning, underpins all our        
curriculum developments and is also the focus of our new Strategic Development Plan, which you can 
now view on our website. 



Infrastructure 
The school population is growing; we have always been heavily over-subscribed for admission into 
Year 7 and four years ago, we increased our planned intake to accommodate more students in our   
local community. With growing numbers also attending our Sixth Form, there has been pressure on our 
school building.  
 
This term, we have acted to increase the number of classrooms we have available. Extending our  
building footprint is not an option, so we have had to be creative in the way we eek out more space. 
This has meant some difficult decisions and compromises, but we have secured the four additional 
classrooms that we so desperately need.  
 
I’m pleased to say that the enhanced site security work is now complete and the perimeter and         
entrances to the school are now more secure. We are currently waiting to hear whether we have      
secured funding to carry out much needed safety work in the school kitchens, but we remain         
deadlocked in our negotiations with contractors and manufacturers over the obvious faults with our 
external cladding. 
 
The remodelling of the iResearch to provide an additional classroom 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
September will also see a change to the structure and timing of the school day, and I thank those     
parents who responded to the consultation process. 
 
New timings of the school day 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Wednesdays will continue to see formal lessons end earlier at 14:00 to allow time for staff                  
development, extra-curricular sport and music, support lessons and extension work. 
 
Finance 
Whilst school finances are in good shape, we are aware of pressures ahead of us - even before the    
impact of Covid-19 on public finances.  We will continue to protect the essence of education: teaching 
and learning, but it’s fair to say there will be some tough times and tough decisions ahead. 

                              
Time 

  Duration (mins) 

By 08:35 Students should be on site   

08:40 – 09:00 Form Tutor/Assembly time 20 

09:00 – 10:00 Lesson 1 60 

10:00 – 11:00 Lesson 2 60 

11:00 – 11:20 Break 20 

11:20 – 12:20 Lesson 3 60 

12:20 – 13.00 Lunch 40 

13.00 – 14:00 Lesson 4 60 

14:00 – 15:00 Lesson 5 60 



Staffing Changes 
At the end of the school year, we will be saying ‘farewell’ to several members of staff. 

 
Miss Lowe, Teacher of Maths, is leaving us to return closer to home and I thank 
her for all her efforts in the time she has been with us and wish her well for the 
future. Miss Lowe will be replaced by Miss Hunter whom we look forward to 
welcoming in September. We will also be saying goodbye, temporarily, to Mrs 
Farley, our Head of Business and IT, as she begins her maternity leave. We wish 
her and her family all the best and look forward to welcoming Mr Williams as 
her temporary replacement. There will also be a new member of the Science 

staff as Mrs Perkins joins our Biology team. 
We are also losing two members of our music peripatetic staff.  Mrs Cowley, our Piano teacher will be 
retiring after many years’ service to the school – she also had to endure the 
honour of my predecessor’s efforts to learn to play the piano and for that, she 
deserves a special award! We also wish a fond farewell to Mrs Comfort who 
has been an instrumental Music teacher for several years. My thanks to both 
for their services to our students. 
At the time of writing, we have no clear guidance from the government as to 
what the Autumn term may look like for our students. The uncertainty and 
contradictions from our national leaders are not helpful, but whatever ‘plan’ 
eventually emerges we will do our best to ensure the needs of our students 
and their families remain at the forefront of our thinking. 
The summer holiday is upon us. It will be a different summer break, but a needed one for students, 
their families and staff, who have all worked incredibly hard over the last few months and I know that 
we all need a break. 
I am massively indebted to the support of my leadership team and staff body for helping me navigate 
the school through some very choppy waters. They have quite simply been magnificent in the way they 
have dealt with the situation and with all I have asked them to do, often at short notice – they have 
been the embodiment of our values. 
Finally, I want to thank our students, parents and carers for all they have done to cope with such an  
unprecedented situation.  
To juggle child care with home learning, and in many cases working from home or having to deal with 
your own struggles after losing work or being furloughed, puts tremendous pressure on family life and I 
want to praise the efforts of all parents and carers. 
For our students, I want you to know that you have been missed. I’m heartbroken that your education 
has been interrupted and that your wellbeing has been undermined. When you are back at school, we 
will do all we can to fix that and to help you move forward so that you can fulfil your potential. It’s 
been a tough path for you to navigate and it is a privilege for us to walk alongside such amazing young 
people. 
On behalf of all of us at Christleton High School, thank you for your support.  We sincerely hope you are 
all able to enjoy your summer break and we look forward to working with you again in the next         
academic year. 
My very best wishes 

 
DP Jones 
Headteacher 



Despite fears that Storm Dennis would ground the 
entire trip, 55 Year 10, 11 and 12 students (with a 
brave team of teachers!) headed off to the Land of 
Fire and Ice in February half term.    
Despite the threat of storm force winds, we  landed 
in snow covered Iceland safely and headed off on 
our adventure to  experience some of the most   
extreme weather and geography our world has to 
offer.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
As we reached the bridge between the continents, 
we experienced the real power of the weather with 
strong winds stealing hats off heads and making 
everyone glad they had their winter coats on!  
The first night was truly wonderful, as we              
experienced the magic that is the Blue Lagoon at 
night, a truly memorable experience and thanks to 
the rejuvenating face masks and warm waters we all 
left feeling relaxed, recharged and looking ten years 
younger (a fact the teachers were very pleased 
about!) 
After a good night’s sleep at our hotel in Reykjavik, 
we headed off to the southern part of the Island, 
crossing wide volcanic plains covered in snow and 
taking in the spectacular views.                                       
We were heading out for our Glacial trek to explore 
the frozen glacier tongue of  Solheimajokull.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

This was a truly wonderful experience; we got kitted 
out with our crampons, safety ice equipment and 
(carefully) carried our ice axes and headed up on to 
the glacier to experience a wonderland of ice   
sculptures and deep crevasses and spectacular 
views.  
The experienced glacier guides taught us how to use 
all of our equipment, to use our Ice axes to take a 
glacial ice cube to drink and how to navigate the 
unique environment. Despite some nerves at the 
start all students agreed that it was a truly         
memorable and sensational experience. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
We also visited Reynishverfi where we walked along 
the black volcanic beach to see magnificent basalt 
cliffs and caves, the waves were huge, as Iceland’s 
next land mass south is Antarctica, the fetch created 
some truly powerful waves and we all kept a sensi-
ble safe distance!!! 



Our final visit of the day was to the Hellisheidi         
Geothermal Power Station, which gave a  fascinating 
insight on how Iceland has used the power of the 
earth to become one of the cleanest and most energy 
efficient countries in the world . 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
A much-needed rest and recharge was essential after 
this busy day and we were all grateful to get the 
amazing hotel in Hella, which was very luxurious, the 
only disappointment being that the promised     
Northern Nights did not show but we did have     
snowfall instead! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Our next day involved an amazing day taking in the 
sights of the Golden Circle taking in sights such as 
Gullfoss, one of the world’s most spectacular          
waterfalls and visiting Geysir a spouting hot spring 
that gave its name to all the world’s geysers.           
Although it doesn’t often spout nowadays, its      
neighbour ‘Strokkur’ erupts every 10-15 minutes 
reaching a height of around 30m. One of the trio of 
natural wonders on the Golden Circle route.  
We finished our Circle tour at Þingvellir.  This National 
Park is where Iceland’s parliament was established in 
930AD.  

The site straddles the Mid-Atlantic Ridge, its rift valley 
forming where the Eurasian and North American   
tectonic plates pull apart at an average of 3cm a year.  
We walked among the rifts and saw ropy pahoehoe 
lava from a shield volcano eruption, as well as      
learning about how this unique place shaped          
Iceland’s early history.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
After another geography filled day of Volcanoes,    
waterfalls, rift valleys and Geysers everyone was  
looking forward to their dinner at the Hard Rock Café 
and to see the sights of Reykjavik to celebrate their 
final night on this amazing Island. 
The staff would like to thank each and every student 
on this trip for their truly exceptional behaviour and 
attitude throughout all of the trip, they have never 
had so many compliments from so many people 
about how fantastic the students were; even the se-
curity staff at Manchester Airport said they were the 
best school they had ever seen!!!  



Pathway to a Career in Environmental Engineering 

As part of the recent Geography trip to Iceland, GCSE and A-level students were able to visit ON Power’s   

Hellisheiði Geothermal Energy Plant and discover more about the opportunities in this rapidly growing        

industry. 

Iceland‘s unique position at the meeting place of the Eurasian and American tectonic plates has enabled it to 

take advantage of this renewable form of energy production, and more and more countries around the world 

are looking to harness the earth’s power in this way. 

 

Students learned that Iceland has a total of seven geothermal power plants which produce 30% of the      

country’s electricity from geothermal, the remaining 70% coming from hydro-electric power, another          

renewable source. 90% of houses in Iceland are now heated from geothermal energy and this figure is rising 

every year. 

To have a future in this exciting industry, students can study several subject areas after school, including     

degrees in: - 

Civil Engineering 

Environmental Engineering 

Renewable Energy  

Environment and Natural Resources 

It is becoming increasingly popular for UK students to study some of these areas at overseas universities, in-

cluding those in Iceland.  

More information, including the University of Iceland Guide for International Students can be found at:  

http://english.hi.is/sens/faculty_of_civil_and_environmental_engineering/front_page 

                          

http://english.hi.is/sens/faculty_of_civil_and_environmental_engineering/front_page


In November, a selection of sixth formers were trained by the Children’s Mental Health Service over two 
days in order to gain a qualification, which enabled them to support other students within school with 
their mental health.  
Since the training, over twenty Year 12 students have actively supported their peers through one to one     
mentoring sessions; daily lunch time drop in sessions in the hive and through whole year group               
assemblies. 

“I was given the opportunity to participate in a mental health first aid   
training course, I thoroughly enjoyed the experience and found it            
extremely informative. My peers and I were assigned students to mentor 
who we are working closely with to help guide them through various       
situations they are facing. We are finding this experience rewarding due to 
the skills we have learnt such as understanding and sympathising with how 
they feel. We work with our mentees on skills such as resilience and       
persistence in order to enable them to deal with situations efficiently.”  
Lottie  

“This first aid course covered subjects ranging from self-esteem to suicide. It opened up the reality 
of mental health. The course was two days long and is set out to have more support for mental 
health for students and the general public. Day One we started off discussions about what mental 
health is. We came up with positive and negative words to say about mental 
health. We shortly found out we could think of many more negatives due to 
when we think of mental health, we forget it can be positive.  
Anxiety was the first main subject. We learned how a person can feel due to  
anxiety to support us with helping a student who is anxious or stressed. An    
activity we did was the stress bucket, this is where we theoretically put all our 
stresses and anxieties into a bucket, and we see what good or bad things we can 
do to release and cope with stress and anxiety. This led onto the topic of self-
harming, which is when a person intentionally damages or injures themselves. 
The trainers, who were nurses from CAMHS, told us ways they wean someone 
off self-harm.  
On day two we spoke about depression. We were shown a video that was meta-
phorically showing depression as a black dog. This opened our eyes as             
depression isn't taken as seriously as it should. We followed on to speak about 
suicide. We read suicide notes which pulled on our heart strings. We were taught 
that anything which can harm them, or others can't be kept confidential. We also discussed the 
physical and emotional characteristics that are apparent due to the mental health disorder.  
Overall, the two-day course provided us with in depth information in order to support others in the 
school and community.” Chiquita  

“As someone that has seen people in my life struggle with various mental 
health problems, I wanted to be one of those people who could help and    
understand what that person was going through. I want to be someone who 
can support those who may be struggling so much that they need extra help 
from someone who has trained in what they may be struggling with. That's 
one of the main reasons why I chose to do this.  
 
I wanted to be trained to help people because I would much rather see people 
happy compared to seeing people upset. The two days of training was worth it 
because I now understand mental health better. This is especially important as 
understanding and supporting mental health is more important than ever. The 
two days training also introduced me to more of the people that want to help 
those who may be struggling.” Aeryn  



Many students from across the Year groups have 

been carrying out practical investigations at home 

and the science department have been so impressed 

with the initiative and creativity that students have 

shown towards their learning. Students have been 

modelling osmosis, diffusion, DNA and cell organelles 

as well as looking at acids, alkalis, reactions and 

more. Here are some examples of the fantastic work 

and photographs that have been sent in. 

We have also included some of the winners from the 

Year 7 “specialised animal and plant cell                 

competition”. The winners were Finlay Hover 7By1, 

Annie Gill 7Ba2, Charlotte Rattigan 7By2, Joshua   

Bibby 7Ba2, Phoebe Rustom 7Ba2 and Lottie Blake 

7K1 





Joshua  

Charlotte  



As part of their B10 topic on The Nervous System, 10.A rose to the challenge whilst working remotely 

and produced some wonderful 3D models of the human eye. The 3D representation of the shape and 

organisation of the different anatomical structures of the eye is a crucial step in the learning process of 

how the eye functions. 

Well done 10.A -  I really enjoyed receiving photos of your models. Mrs Parker 



We hope all the current Year 6 children joining us in September are well and we are looking forward to 

meeting you all as soon as we can.  

This is an important time for Year 6 children who are moving on to  secondary school in September, and 

we do understand that there will be a mixture of feelings with a combination of excitement and perhaps 

some anxiety too. 

Inevitably our usual programme of transition activities has been affected by the lockdown restrictions and 

guidance on social distancing. The government has advised against Year 6 children visiting secondary 

schools at the moment. We also appreciate that only a proportion of Year 6 children may be going into 

their primary schools over the next half term, and that this will vary from school to school.  

Due to these restrictions, our New Intake Day and Evening for families scheduled for July cannot now take 

place. We have, however,  put in place a revised programme which we hope is helping with the             

transition for Year 6 children and families. Our updated programme has included:  

1. Transition talk to children: a virtual presentation provided for children to view at home which we have 

sent out to all families. We hope this goes some way towards helping those children we are not able to 

see. 

2. New Intake talk for families: this virtual presentation replaces our New Intake Evening and has been 

sent to all families this half term. 

3. Transition Newsletter: this will give helpful updates and useful tips in preparing for September and has 

been issued fortnightly. 



4. SEND / Vulnerable children: Suzanne Ashman our school SENDCO has been making contact with Year 6 

teachers / SENDCOs over the last few weeks so we have a clear understanding of the needs of particular 

students and their families, and how we can support these. 

5. Virtual Tour / Map of the school: these can be used to help familiarise children with the layout of the 

buildings. Children can try to follow the route on screen on the map, pausing / rewinding the film as ap-

propriate. This has already been sent to Year 6 teachers and families. 

6. Teacher Photo Montage: a short presentation created for by existing students showing many of our 

teachers during the lockdown period...and some of their animal friends!  

7. Transition 'Escape Room': this interactive game can also be used by Year 6 children and aims to en-

courage creative thinking and problem-solving linked to a new school environment.  

8. Message from Form Tutor: information that Year 6 teachers are sending us is used to help decide the 

composition of our eight new Form groups. Once the Form groups are finalised we will let children and 

families know who their new form tutor will be and provide a message of welcome and introduction.  

9. Transition Induction Day in September: as our New Intake Day in July cannot now take place we are 

planning a special day just for our new Year 7 students, in September, when they can meet their new 

Form tutor, our key members of staff, tour the school, focus on well-being, and take part in some            

ice-breaking activities all without any other Year groups in the school, which hopefully will help to reduce 

some anxiety children may be feeling. 

We hope that this revised programme will help reassure you all and look forward to meeting our new 

Year 7 students in person as soon as we can. 

Mr A J Francis                                                   Mrs J Monaghan 

Assistant Headteacher                                  Head of Year 7 



A lovely blanket made by Natasha 

for her baby cousin born in 

lockdown 

A beautiful picture taken by Faye 

Congratulations to Sophie for 

mastering skateboarding during 

lockdown 



Dear Readers of The Swan, 

 

I am writing to you today to outline the goings on of the Christleton High School Community in lockdown as of the 
publishing of this Swan newsletter since the beginning of lockdown on the 23rd of March. This letter will include the 
various activities pursued by the many students in my Year; all the way from smaller activities involving my  fellow 
students to large charity fundraisers undertaken by individuals and groups of students. 

 

Lockdown began with a struggle, there was panic across the country and in our local communities. Despite this 
however, as a country we sought unity in this tough time; one specific example of this was the undertaking of the 
555 challenge by numerous students in Year 12 and across other Year groups. For those who do not know; this 
challenge allowed a participant to run 5km, donate £5 and nominate 5 people to do so as well. I was nominated for 
this challenge and I would like to say that my local community was enlightened by my attempt at running, but I di-
gress. All of the efforts by people in our Year culminated in a lot of money being raised for the NHS, as well as a 
stronger community spirit in Year 12  which will follow us into Year 13. Another positive brought across by this         
fundraiser was the fact that some of my fellow peers continued pursuing exercise which has led to a handful of 
charity start-ups; most notably biking4blacklives and marathonforblacklives, which have both raised £2583 and 
£400 respectively for charities that help combat racism domestically and across the Atlantic as of writing. 

 

After the hectic last two weeks of the spring term we were all treated to a well-deserved Spring break. I myself 
used this time to further my “running” , I also utilised this time to read some books on economics including The 
Economics Book and The Worldly Philosophers which are authored by DK and Robert Heilbroner for those         
wondering. Others used this time to also read up on their subjects of choice at university, some undertook online 
courses and others focused this time on mindfulness. Some teachers used this time to enjoy gardening, exercise 
and other passions. This time was also used to learn a new skill, I myself have learnt Danish for 80 days using       
Duolingo which has been fantastisk, others have learnt: Russian, knitting and baking. 

 

Following on from the relaxing Spring break, we were introduced to our first full term in lockdown. At first to myself 
and many others, surviving a full term in lockdown whilst doing schoolwork was a frightening thought. Contrary to 
this however, there was tremendous support from staff members. The support included a Mindfulness classroom 
which helped numerous people during this lockdown. The support also included resources that have proved       
incredibly beneficial to myself and other students which has included links to online resources as well as the       
recording of a power-point in some circumstances. 

 

Continuing on, we now find ourselves in our current term. We have now been invited back with provisions in place. 
I would like to say a massive thankyou for the teachers who have assisted us all in lockdown with their unlimited 
support and encouragement which has ranged from emails all the way to a phone-call from our form tutors at the 
beginning of this term. I would also like to end this letter with a huge congratulations to all the students in my Year 
who have achieved tremendous things in this lockdown and I look forward to seeing you all in a limited capacity 
soon. 

 

To those reading remember: Stay Alert, Control the Virus, Save Lives. 

Kind Regards 

Ralph.L.Warrell - Current Year 12 Student 

 



While the country has been in lockdown, the Maths Department 

has been trying to encourage people to read about Maths for      

leisure. A weekly Maths Book Club was started on the Christleton 

Maths Twitter account (@ChristletonMath).  

Students/Followers were   

encouraged to make the most of their local  library’s ebook  

facilities. As this time where it is not possible to get to the     

library, the books selected were either on a very good offer on 

the Kindle or in online bookstores or there was an equivalent 

free digital resource. We wanted people to stay home, stay safe 

and not spend a lot of money. 

These are our book recommendations for the first eight school weeks of lockdown. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Maths Twitter feed also features bad maths jokes,   

celebrations, activities and opportunities for people to 

get involved in maths. Why not follow us? 



UKMT 
There has been plenty of competition 
throughout this year in the Maths     
department! We have had two team   
challenges and three individual chal-
lenges.  
First off, in November a team of Year 12 
and 13s went to The Bishops’ Blue Coat 
to compete against ten other Sixth Form teams. The team was placed seventh overall and       
congratulations to Leah, Sam, Calvin and Hannah.  
Next it was the turn of the younger Years. Four students from Years 8 and 9 competed at          
Birkenhead School against 17 other teams. The team were simply astounding and came 11th! 
Well done to Lewis, Caira, Daisy and Anna.  
UKMT Senior Maths Challenge RECORD BREAKING Results! (Years 12 and13) 
A massive well done to all students who competed.  22 out of 27 students achieved a certificate 
of merit! 
Bronze 
Caitlin McDonnell, Dan Attwater, Hannah Ritson, Hugo Cottee, Kate Holden, Lincoln Miller, Patrick 
Sykes and Robert Bradshaw. 
Silver 
Alex Bell, Ariane Parkinson, Daniel Skinner, Daniel Sunderland, Emily Page, Oliver Hynds, Piers  
Nyhan, Samuel Parsonage, Thomas Chappell. 
Gold- and through to Senior Kangaroo 
Calvin Edwards; Edward Dunford - Best in Year 12 and Best in school; Leah Parry - Best in Year 
13; Tamsin O’Keefe. 
Certificates for the Intermediate Maths Challenge (Year 9 to 11).  We had a whopping 44        
students earn certificates in this Challenge.  
Gold  
Josie Bingham  - Best in Year and Best in School. 
Silver  
Charli Caswell Perry , Daisy Crawford, Samantha Dentith, Toby Griffiths, Loki Konstant-Hambling, 
Ciara McNicholas, Ben Roberts, Lewis Russell, Tom Rustom, Grace Levitt—Best in Year; Arush  
Tandon, Ben Ward, Sophie Pleavin and Gio Muratori  - Best in Year. 
Bronze  
Louis Bird, Jacob Grace, Beth Hynds, Abigail Nixon-Crompton, Benjamin Rees, Isabel Barnes,    
Jason Bishop, Cally Evans, Mark Hannay, Lucas Johnson, Ethan Slater, Tomos Smalldon, Holly  
Suckley, Liam Wakfer, Jodi Bemand, Ayo Kadiri, Susannah Rhodes, Jaden Crump, Hollie Davis, 
Victoria Jones, Nathanael Maynard, Ellie Morrey, Mia Scholes, Rod Simoes, Isaac Tait, Libby Clark, 

Rebecca Timms, Rebecca Duffy and 
David Toma 
This year the Junior Maths       
Challenge went ahead online on 
the 29th June.  Certificates for the 
Junior Maths Challenge (Year 7 
and 8) will be published in the 
next issue of the Swan.  

NSPCC Number Day 2020 
On the 7th February the Maths department engaged with the NSPCC      
National Number Day.  During the course of the day the students went on a 
scavenger hunt around the school asking various staff questions about 
themselves.  In order to work out the answers the students had to answer a 
calculation.  Winners were rewarded; the students had an excellent day.   

Pi Day 2020 
Pi day is celebrated on March 14th (3.14 in American date for-
mat). The Maths department organised a range of events for 
the students to take part in from pin the decimal point on Pi to 
a competition on reciting the digits of Pi. Over 90 digits of Pi 
were correctly recited!!! The main 
event was the Pi related bake sale. 
We had cakes covered in digits of 
Pi, Pi shaped cookies and of 
course PIE! The bake sale raised 
£64 for Claire House Children’s 
Hospice. 



Maths Inspiration 2020 

In March 2020, a group of Year 10, 11 and 12 students went to The Storyhouse in Chester to see the 

Maths Inspiration talk. This series of maths education shows tours the country every year with a variety 

of hosts and speakers from the world of maths education and popular science. 

Host 

Our host was Prof. Jennifer Rogers, who is currently the Head of Statistical 

Research at PHASTAR and a former Associate Professor in the                 

Department of Statistics and Director of Statistical Consultancy Services 

at the University of Oxford.  

In her introduction she talked about her 

work in the field of statistics and     

medicine. She also revisited one of her television appearances where 

she fact checked RyanAir’s customer satisfaction survey results. It was a 

prime example of consumer and fact manipulation. RyanAir claimed 

that 92% of customers were satisfied with their flight experience. 

Sounds great, until you look at the question options – you couldn’t   

disagree with any question. 

Maths on the back of an envelope 

Rob Eastaway is the Director of Maths Inspiration and has facilitated a 

national programme of interactive lecture shows in theatres that has 

reached over 100,000 teenagers in the last ten years. He has written 

many books and appeared on television and on podcasts/radio promoting 

confidence and fluency in Maths, including Radio 4’s “More or Less”.  

The focus of the talk was that accuracy in calculations depends on        

context. Rob said a standard mathematicians joke is: what is the value of 

Pi? Students say 3, maths teachers use 3.14, Engineers use 10! 

When writing about big stadium events, people 

want to know to the nearest thousand – the smaller figures aren’t relevant. 

Looking at medicine doses the small values are critical – a slip of the decimal 

point could be a life or death matter.  

Increasingly abstract problem-solving tasks are becoming part of job and      

university interviews, for example: “How many ping pong balls could you fit in 

a Boeing 747?” (real interview question!). The interviewer is looking for the 

candidate to be able to estimate and manipulate data, justifying their           

reasoning. Who would have thought all that simple rounding numbers work 

could lead to this? Rob also highlighted the benefits of studying any Maths 

post-16, not just A-level Maths but courses such as Core Maths.  



Maths in a Spin 

Dr Hugh Hunt works at Cambridge University in the area of    

Mechanics Research. His current area of interest is in               

Engineering Dynamics and Vibration. He is the man               

responsible for the maths/physics behind Guy Marten’s “Wall 

of Death” record attempt (and success).  

His talk on “Maths in a Spin” was by far the most dramatic of 

the afternoon. From spinning bicycle wheels to gravity defying 

objects, you never knew what was coming next. The front row 

looked distinctly worried when he began rocking a tray, balanced with a glass of water, from a string. 

Even rotating the whole tray and glass upside down left the front row dry. The power of physical forces 

in action.  

Although we were safely in the balcony, we didn’t escape the fear factor when he launched a boomer-

ang several times. It always returned to his hand. If you are interested in finding out more about boom-

erangs, or making your own, you can visit this web page: http://www2.eng.cam.ac.uk/~hemh1/

boomerangs.htm 

The Sacred Geometry of Chance 

Ben Sparks is a mathematician, musician, and public speaker. He gives 

maths talks and workshops around the world, to students, teachers, and 

the general public. He is based at the University of Bath and also works 

with the Advanced Maths Support Programme (AMSP). If ever there was 

a deterrent to gambling, this talk was it.  

Ben looked at card games and other games of chance, explaining how 

the odds are always stacked against you. He even explained how the 

different winning hands in poker are ranked. The audience were used to 

demonstrate the “Birthday Paradox” – where you only need 23 people in a room to have a 50% chance 

of two people having the same birthday. It took far fewer than 23 people.  

The mathematics behind it is so logical, the paradox comes from human perception. He finished with 

some maths related music – “The shape of my heart” written by Sting. If you are interested in hearing 

more from Ben, check out the Numberphile channel on YouTube. 

 

The feedback from both staff and students was very positive. We all learnt new things and it really 

opened our eyes to where studying Mathematics can take you. 

Ms Pitchford, Mr Sewell-Davies, Mrs Day 

http://www2.eng.cam.ac.uk/~hemh1/boomerangs.htm
http://www2.eng.cam.ac.uk/~hemh1/boomerangs.htm


Hotel Group Photo 



On a sunny Friday in March, a team of staff from the German and History     
departments were delighted to embark on a weekend trip to Berlin with a 
group of 36 students from Year 10 and Year 11. With a busy schedule planned, 
levels of enthusiasm and excitement were high, with everyone keen to explore 
everything Berlin had to offer. 

 

Upon arriving at the hotel, we had a 
quick turnaround and headed to our 
first major attraction of the weekend 
- the first of many! Students had the opportunity to visit the iconic 
Reichstag building (German Parliament) and take in the sights of 
Berlin by night.  

 

The next morning, and with a rather wintery chill in the air, we set 
off to see the Berlin War Memorial followed by the Jewish Muse-
um. Students took in the sombre events of WWII and were keen to 
engage in meaningful discussion. After a thought-provoking morn-
ing, we set off to ascend the TV Tower, which dominates the Berlin 
skyline, in order to see the city by day. In the evening, there was 
no better way to unwind than a surprisingly competitive session at 
the bowling alley. 

 

It was an early start on Sunday in order to reach our next destination: the                 
Sachsenhausen concentration camp. This provided students with a genuine insight into 
the mechanics of the Nazi regime. We then headed for a tour of Berlin’s Olympic     
Stadium, another relic of the Nazi period, where students had access to VIP suites and    
exclusive behind-the-scenes areas.  

 

We ended the day at a typical Bavarian restaurant and tucked into a traditional meal. 
On our final day, we ended with a trip to the East Side Gallery to see the impressive 
artwork and murals so often linked with Berlin’s image, before making the journey 
back to a rather rainy Chester. 

 

The students were commended on their exceptional behaviour, and their keen interest 
at every point was clear for all to see. it was a real pleasure to accompany them. A big 
thank you to staff, parents, and all the students, who made this trip a huge success! 

Concentration Camp 

Group Photo 

Sachsenhausen concentration 

camp 

Holocaust Memorial 

Berlin War Memorial 



A student’s perspective: 

 

The Year 10 and 11 trip to Berlin was amazing. We got the opportunity to go to so many historical landmarks 
and famous sites. On our first evening we got to go to the German Parliament building, the Reichstag. Whilst 
there we learned the history of the beautiful building and got a great view of Berlin. My highlight of the     
second day was the Fernsehturm (Television Tower), which towers over Berlin at 368m tall. When up there 
we saw fantastic views across the whole of Berlin which were absolutely breath-taking. My favourite part of 
the entire trip was the tour of the Olympiastadion (Olympic Stadium). I loved the gorgeous and impressive 
architecture and was extremely impressed by the chapel that had gold walls. Although I had already been 
there before, my other favourite was the East Side Gallery. It was so spectacular, and my favourite was ‘test 
the rest’. We were very lucky with the timing of the trip as we went into lockdown a couple of weeks later! 

                    Anja, Year 10 

Group Photo at the Olympic 

Stadium 

East Side Gallery 

Reichstag Dome 



 

Art Department 

Spring Term Sketchbook Competition Winners 

Y9 1st Place 
Charlotte Edwardson 
Loki Konstant-
Hambling 
 
Y9 2nd Place  
Hannah Mercer 
Joe Roberts 
 
Y9 3rd Place  
Jemma Doherty 
Mikkel Holm 
 
 

Y8 1st Place 
Rosie Bembridge 
Alex Cartmill 
 
 
Y8 2nd Place 
Poppy Slater 
Riley Davies 
 
Y8 3rd Place 
Carys Evans 
Alex McLeod 
 
 

Y7 1st Place 
Leah Done 
Sam Roberts 
 
 
Y7 2nd Place 
Florrie Creighton 
Oliver Wilson 
 
Y7 3rd Place 
Phoebe Rustom 
Joe Baillie 

Y8-10 Signboard Photography  
Competition Winners 2020 

 
WINNERS 

Maddy Wrigley 10K2 
Jasmine Ashton 9K2 

Grace Tittershill 8BA2 
 

2nd Place 
Finley Williams 9K1 

Grace Monaghan 8Ba2 
 

3rd Place 
Lana Dawson 8BA2 

 
Runners Up 

Ciaran Inchley 8L1 
Connie Davies 8K2 

Douglas Parkinson 8L1 
Eve Haley 8L1 

Well Done Everyone! 



 

 

Could YOUR CHILD be entitled to Free School Meals? 

 A lot more families qualify for Free School Meals than you might think!  

 The main advantage is that students are credited with £11.25 a week to spend in the School Dining Hall 

 on whatever they choose; this is the equivalent of £2.25 a day, which adds up to over £400 a year…or 

 over £2 000 over the course of five years at school. Think what that money could be spent on instead! 

 Students receiving free school meals can choose whatever they wish up to the value of £2.25 a day.  

 Free School Meals includes an Additional Free Breakfast: - 

 Students receiving free school meals at Christleton High School can also choose an additional free 

 breakfast each day. The school provides a popular breakfast service for all students, from 08.15 to 

 08.35. If your child would like a free breakfast, they simply need to use the Cashless Catering system in 

 the canteen. £1.10 of credit will automatically be added to their account to be used in the morning up 

 until 08.35, and can be used to purchase cereal and milk, orange juice, toast, or a breakfast bap. 

 Confidentiality: - 

 Our ‘cashless catering’ fingerprint-scanners mean that no other students or catering staff are aware of 

 who receives free school meals, and who does not. This reduces any possible chance of your child being 

 treated differently; very often a reason why some parents do not wish to register. 

 Meals available: - 

 For each day’s credit students can choose from: - 

  Grab Bags of Sandwiches or Pasta Pots with a drink and snack 

  Breakfast Baps, Wraps, and Fruit Pots 

  Baked Jacket Potato with Filling 

  Daily Selection of Paninis , Pizzas and Hot Pasta Pots 

  A Two-course meal, including a hot main course 

 In a typical month here is a Top Twenty Main Meals that students can enjoy if they choose:  

 

Top Twenty Tasty Meals: 

  
Stir Fry Beef with Hoi Sin Sauce 

Mediterranean Chicken Pitta 

Chicken & Spinach Balti 

Cod in Batter 

Tomato & Lentil Lasagne 

Butternut Squash Enchiladas 

Roasted Vegetable Roulade 

Stilton, Leek & Potato bake 

Five Bean Chilli 
Oriental Noodles in Sweet Chilli Sauce 

  

  
Firecracker Chicken 

Homemade Burger 

Roast Turkey 

Meatballs in Pepper Sauce 

Mixed Bean Goulash 

Red Pepper Quiche 

Vegetable Cottage Pie 

Tomato & Aubergine Layer 

Piri Piri Chicken 

Roasted Vegetable Enchilladas 

https://www.google.co.uk/imgres?imgurl=http://goodtoknow.media.ipcdigital.co.uk/111/00000cdae/07a9_orh412w625/Baked-potato-with-tuna-and-spring-onion.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.goodtoknow.co.uk/recipes/537828/baked-potato-with-tuna-and-spring-onion&docid=wOV9SI


 How Do I Register? 

 The Cheshire West and Chester website gives you all the details. The registration process is not visible to 

 anyone at the school; we are only given an updated list of names, with no details or any criteria provided to 

 us. 

 

  

 
  

Cheshire West and Cheshire: Free School Meals 
  
https://www.cheshirewestandchester.gov.uk/residents/education-and-learning/school-meals.aspx 

  
If your child goes to school within the Cheshire West and Chester area, is up to the age of 16 or goes to a school sixth 
form, you may be able to claim free schools meals for them. 

Do I qualify for free school meals? 
You may qualify if you are a parent, guardian or carer and receive one of the following: 

1. Income Support (IS) or you are a pupil receiving the benefit in your own right 

2. Income Based Jobseekers Allowance (IBJSA) 

3. Income-related Employment and Support Allowance 

4. Support under part VI of the Immigration and Asylum Act 1999; or 

5. Child Tax Credit (but not Working Tax Credit) and have an annual income (as assessed by Her Majesty’s Revenue and 

Customs) that does not exceed £16,190 

6. The Guarantee element of State Pension Credit 

7. Working Tax Credit run-on - paid for four weeks after you stop qualifying for Working Tax Credit 

8. Universal Credit 

9. Children who get any of the above benefits in their own right (ie they get benefits payments directly, instead of 

through a parent or guardian) can also get free school meals. 
You can also claim if you are an asylum seeker. 

How you and the school will be notified that you are entitled: 

If successful, your claim should be processed the same day. A letter of entitlement will be issued to you. The school will be 
notified of each child on the morning following the day the claim was processed. Claims cannot be backdated. Your claim 
will be renewed automatically, as they are periodically reviewed. 

Claim free school meals online: 

  
https://online.cheshirewestandchester.gov.uk/CitizenPortal/formPortal.aspx?form=3_1_2_10fsm_apply 

Where else to find help: 

Email: Benefits@cheshirewestandchester.gov.uk 

Telephone: 0300 123 7021, Monday to Friday 8am to 7pm 
By post: Revenues and Benefits Department, PO Box 187, Ellesmere Port, Cheshire, CH34 9DB 

  

Collect or hand in forms or documents: 

At most of the Cheshire West and Chester offices you do not need an appointment to hand in forms. Staff will check and 
copy your documents and return them to you straight away. You don't need an appointment to collect a form.  

https://www.cheshirewestandchester.gov.uk/residents/education-and-learning/school-meals.aspx
https://online.cheshirewestandchester.gov.uk/CitizenPortal/formPortal.aspx?form=3_1_2_10fsm_apply
https://online.cheshirewestandchester.gov.uk/CitizenPortal/formPortal.aspx?form=3_1_2_10fsm_apply
mailto:Benefits@cheshirewestandchester.gov.uk


This year, 33 students in Years 8 & 9 have    
supported the PE Department in several       
activities in school. They have performed many 
roles such as; Match Official, Referee, Marshall 
and Team Leader in delivering sport             
competitions and charity events.  

Through their passion and commitment to 
sport they have enabled competitions and   
fixtures to be hosted at Christleton High School which have included events for students from their own 
school to challenge each other and tournaments for High School and Primary School teams and athletes 
from across the Chester & District Sports Associations. 

On Friday 13th March, Year 7 were invited to ‘Challenge the Teacher’ in aid of Sport Relief. The Sport Hot 
Scholars hosted a variety of sports activities where the Year 7s 
could donate to challenge their ‘favourite’ teacher.  

Challenges ranged from Basketball to Netball, Table Tennis to 
Hockey and the money raised in school contributed to the 
massive £40.5m raised by Sports Relief across the UK. 

Testimonies from our Sports hot Scholars: 

“I have enjoyed being a Sports hot Scholar because I 
have been involved in many activities. The two that I have enjoyed the most were: 

Football - I helped out in the girls Years 3-4 Football Tournament. It was at Christleton 
on the astroturf during periods 4-5. I timed some of the matches and also refereed some 
as well. When I was doing it I felt sort of nervous when I was refereeing because I was 
scared that I would get it wrong. However, I felt fine when I was timing it.  

I helped the people running the tournament because they needed less staff to run the 
games because we were doing it for them. 

Hockey - I started off as the person who collected the scorecards. I had to take the 
scorecard from the team coaches and give them to the person keeping the score up-
stairs. This event was at Christleton in the Sports Hall. It was held for Years 7 and 8 girls. 
Sometimes I collected the scorecards and the coaches had forgotten to write the score 
on them so we needed to go up to them and ask for the score.  

We helped the sports staff who run this event because they would need extra staff to do 
this if we weren't there.” EC (8L2) 



“I have really enjoyed being a Sports Hot Scholar this year.  

Even though we haven’t done as many things as we would have liked to because of the current situation, 
we have still been able to support a range of events.  

The first activity I helped with was the Chester & District High Schools Cross Country Competition. This 
was probably my favourite event. I loved it so much because as there were lots of different schools; it was 
nice to know that I was representing my school in something I really enjoyed. It was a really enjoyable           
experience to cheer everyone on because even if they weren’t from Christleton, you knew they were here 
for the same reason.  

The second event I helped with was a Chester & District Primary School Football Competition.  

I really enjoyed this because I felt like I was sharing my love of sport with younger people and it was really 
nice to see how good they were. It was a great experience to referee a game, even though it was primary 
schools it was crazy how under pressure you feel to make the right decisions.  

Overall this year I have loved being a Sport Hot Scholar and sharing my passion of sport with other people.  

It has considerably benefited me to see how events are set up and I would love to do it all again. 

It was frustrating that I was absent from school due to the Covid 19 restrictions and missed the Sport    
Relief challenges”  KC (9La2) 



 
 
The CHSA has always contributed generously to Christleton 
High School and continues to do so through these unfamiliar 
times. This support is often known to be developments such as 
the bike sheds and funding for school trips, but what many do 
not know of is the fundamental role the charity plays in    
Christleton students’ education, through funding of essential 
equipment such as chromebooks as well as adaptations to the 
school such as the recent canteen extension. 
 

 
These contributions have costs, which is where the CHSA            
fundraising comes into play. I interviewed the chair of the CHSA, 
Rachel Rees-Hughes, who stated “We have the usual running costs 
of running a charity”, something that many forget. Funds are       
provided through several outlets; holding and supporting events, 
match-funding and the school lottery. Covid-19 has meant no 
events and no match-funding, making the lottery more important 
than ever. Signing up through the school lottery website is a 5-
minute process, helping the CHSA in their support, including a     
current “fund to support children going back into school”. 

 
 
The CHSA also provides events with volunteers. Mrs  Rees-Hughes 
talked about how it is built up of a “strong committee of eight”, 
which works to organise events and distribute finances. Although 
they put all their effort into CHSA, sometimes this may not be  
sufficient, and more volunteers are required.  

 
The CHSA also provides events with the help of volunteers.  Mrs 
Rees-Hughes talked about how the CHSA is built up of a "strong 
Committee of eight", which works to organise events and            
distribute finances.  Although the Committee members put all their 
effort into CHSA, sometimes this 

may not be sufficient and more volunteers are required. 
On average, the CHSA has twenty regular volunteers, consisting of 
staff, parents, and students. Willing volunteers are always             
welcomed; any commitment or help received, whether volunteering 
or signing up for our school lottery can make a huge impact in       
improving education for Christleton students. 

 
By James Barnes Year 12 



Early in the lockdown, as stories were flying around in the press 
about the lack of PPE available for frontline health workers, the 
D&T Department set to work to try and help. 
 
Having received an email from one of our Christleton parents       
enquiring if we would be able to help with the supply of visors to 
GP practices, Mrs Stewart and Ms Hillier put into motion a plan.  

 
Mrs Stewart quickly managed to source the materials that would be 
needed to produce the visors and work began in A8 during the Easter 
break.. 
 
With both laser cutters* working at full capacity a 
production line was set up. The production         

involved laser cutting the polypropylene headbands, punching holes 
in the acetate, cleaning each part with antibacterial solution and    
assembling all the components together. 
 

It took 3 days (with the socially distanced support of Ben in 
Year 12) to manufacture all 645 visors.  This ensured each 
GP practice had around 20 visors available to them.  
 
At the same time, at home in lockdown Mrs Kelly and Mrs Spencer were also 
busy producing PPE.  Mrs Spencer produced 50 scrub bags for Wirral and     
Chester NHS and Mrs Kelly manufactured 290 scrub bags and 
54 headbands for Warrington General hospital!  

 
Mrs Spencer also worked with children at school in the Textiles 
room to manufacture scrub bags for key worker family members 
at home, which I’m sure you’ll agree look amazing! 
 
Well done Team D&T! 
 
*As an extra note, we would never have been able to manufacture this PPE     

       without the kind donations from the CHSA which allowed us to purchase our  
laser cutters. Thank you CHSA!  




