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Year 7

Rebecca Efobi  7BA1

Isla  Hosker  7BA1

Grace Tittershill  7BA2

William Holmes  7BA2

Ella Hassells  7BY1

Hannah Heydon 7BY1

Eva Prince   7BY1   

Isla Mackie   7BY2   

Morgan Waring  7BY2   

Matthew Young  7K1

Thea Hamilton  7K2    

Sophia Marks  7K2 

Daisy Hearne  7L1

Olivia Riley   7L2 

Year 9

Lucy Antar    9BA1

Tilly Kimpton  9BA1

Evie Bradley  9BA2

Joe Harris   9BA2

Elias Wild   9BY1

Katie Seath   9BY1

Jack Christmas  9BY2

Kate Williams  9BY2

Tom Graham  9K1

Penny Martin  9K1

Maria Georgiou  9K2

Bradley Benton  9K2

Anja Miller   9L1

Charlie Lowman 9L1

Libby Keepence 9L2

Lily Monaghan  9L2

Henry Robinson 9L2

Year 8

Hannah Mercer  8BA1

Benjamin Rees  8BA2

Rosie Williams   8BA2

Lola McCarthy  8BA2

Eleanor Hollywood 8BA2

Olivia McGill  8BY2

Kiah Goyal    8K1

Chloe Priest   8K1

Jasmine Ashton  8K2

Daisy Crawford  8K2

David Hankins   8L2

Year 10

Emily Jones  10BA1 

Hayley McKean  10BA1

Holly Lee   10BA2

Emma Powell  10BA2 

Lola Latifa   10BY1

Alfie McCarthy-Hall 10BY1 

Freya Doyle  10BY2 

Nicholas Lansdell 10K1

Ambre Richards 10K2

Jac Williams  10K2

Eve Tingey   10L1

Daniel Brown  10L2 

Lucia Aikman  10L2 

Year 11

John Jessop  11BA1

Nung Sirisot  11BA1

Jennifer Thompson 11BY1

Daneel Selley  11BY1

Millie Rustom  11BY2

Michael Twist  11BY2

Daniel Skinner  11K2

Jacob Ashworth 11K2

Erin Williams  11L1

Alex McGhie  11L2

Samuel Dobson  11BA2

Form 
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2018 - 2019
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In so many ways, it does not seem 
that long since August when our 
students were anxiously awaiting 
the Summer exam results. I was 
absolutely delighted with many 
aspects of our A level and GCSE 
results, with some fantastic 
individual and collective results.

 

With over 20 subjects at GCSE now 
reporting in the new 9-1 grading 
structures, and the challenges and 
uncertainties that brings for staff 
and students alike, I was really quite 
pleased with the overall outcomes. 
I send my congratulations to all 
students on their results and every 
good wish for their future careers 
and educational choices.

 

So many of our Year 13 students 
moved to the University or 
Apprenticeships of their choice 
and it was also very pleasing to 
welcome 120 Year 11 students back 

 
into our Sixth Form to study 
A levels. The step up is often 
underestimated by parents and 
students alike but I am very pleased 
how they, together with those 
joining us from other schools, have 
settled into their studies.

 

However, time moves on and quite 
rightly, all students and teachers are 
now totally focused on improving 
individual progress. With the 
appropriate hard work, intervention 
and support, I fully expect all 
current Year 11 and Year 13 students, 

when taking external examinations 
next Summer, to achieve the best 
possible results they can, which 
will in turn, allow them to be able to 
follow their chosen pathways.  

Around 60% of our students in Year 
12 have signed up to the Extended 
Project Qualification (EPQ) and 
our Year 13 UCAS applications 
have been made, including 20 in 
Medicine and Dentistry or applying 
to Oxbridge. 

Our popular 360º Future lessons 
have again been used to prepare 
personal statements for UCAS 
applications, building CVs and for 
interview practice.  

       Headteacher’s    

 Report
Wow, another term draws to a close!
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The start of the new term was 
also an exciting time for our 224 
new Year 7 students. I have been 
particularly pleased with how well 
they have adapted to their new 
secondary school life and I feel that 
this bodes well for their future years  
at the school.

Our September Open Evening 
for Year 6 primary school children 
was particularly well attended and 
I expect that we shall again have 
more applicants than available 
places. Disappointing though 
it is for those students who are 
unsuccessful, particularly should 
they be located in catchment or 
attending partner feeder schools, 
it is testimony to the school, its 
teachers and students that so 
many wish to join the Christleton 
community.

 

It was fantastic and very pleasing to 
hear so many prospective parents 
on both the Open Evening and 
Mornings praising the school, its 
students and, particularly, their  
Year 8 Guides.

 

These events show the school in its 
very best light and my thanks goes 
to all who were involved. I was also 
very proud of our students who 
again ran the MacMillan Charity 
Cake and Coffee shops at both 
Open Morning sessions.

 

We began the Year in September 
with a full complement of staff and 
the new appointments including 
Mrs Roberts (Head of Year 12/
Maths); Miss Garner (Head of 
PE and Sport); Mr Wood (MFL); 
Mr Hodkinson (MFL), Mr Sellers 
(Physics/Science); Mr Davies (PE), 
Mrs Kennedy (Maths); Mrs Smylie 
(Health & Social Care); Miss Hallam 
(Exams Officer). They have all 
settled in well.  

We have also been busy working 
on the fabric and infrastructure of 
the school. The extended dining 
room to increase seating capacity 
and the opening up of the Gym 
during lunchtimes on wet weather 
days have had a real positive effect.  
Our Site Team have had a rolling 
programme of activities over  
this term.  We thank the CHSA 
(Parents’ Association) for their 
support with funding.

 

As a result of a successful capital 
funding bid work to improve the 
school’s fire alarm system, is well 
advanced.  I am pleased to say 
this work takes place each evening 
between 16:00 and 01:00, so as not 
to impact on teaching and learning.  

Whilst central funding remains 
very tight, we have also submitted 
bids to further improve the site to 
better ensure the security, safety 
and comfort of our students. Whilst 
there is no guarantee of us being 
successful in these bids, I sincerely 
hope that we are as I firmly believe 
that students learn best in a 
comfortable environment.
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This Year, we celebrate the school’s 
60th Anniversary when we will 
be holding a number of events, 
including a possible Guinness Book 
of World Records attempt, whole 
school photograph and hopefully, a 
CHSA organised Gala dinner.  

On Wednesday 10th October, 
we welcomed around 100 past 
students and staff to a celebration.  
The school received some very 
good feedback and it was a delight 
to see so many old 
friends and supporters 
of the school.  Indeed, 
11 students who 
attended on day 1 
back in 1958 were 
present. In addition, 
to support our 60th 
Anniversary, we have 
launched an Alumni 
group for former 
students and staff. We 
would love to hear 
from you, if this is you.

I would particularly like to thank 
Michelle Cayeux (Marketing and 
Administration Assistant), together 
with all colleagues in the Office, for 
their hard work in making the 60th 
Anniversary Event happen and in 
setting up the Alumni group.  

 

The event was attended by many 
locals still living in the village and 
I am pleased that Christleton High 
School continues to work closely 
with its community in building 
strong relationships.  

On Saturday 10th November, we 
hosted a joint Memorial with the 
Christleton Local History Group, to 
commemorate the Centenary of the 
end of the Great War 1914-18.  The 
event included drama pieces and 
readings supported by the school.

 

As I have said publicly many times 
before, I am always proud of our 
students but never more so than 
when our Combined Cadet Force 
(CCF) parade on the Friday before 
Remembrance Sunday. This Year 
was no different and my pride is not 
only in the cadets themselves but 
also in the impeccable way in which 
other students gave up their break 
to quietly and respectfully observe 
the two-minute silence.

Also in November, upper school 
students performed 4 productions 
of ‘Rent’. Despite it being a  
school edition, parental  
guidance was issued.

 

Nonetheless, it played to nearly full 
houses and I know I say this after 
every production, but I never cease 
to be amazed at just how much 
exceptional talent exists in this 
school. A full review will follow in 
the next edition of The Swan! 

A special performance for our local 
Senior Citizens was also held. We 
take our responsibilities as the 
largest single organisation within 
Christleton seriously and this  
will continue.

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
I express my huge thanks to all our 
students and the fantastic team 
behind the production, whether 
it be musicians, sound, lighting, 
front of house, back of house or 
production staff. 

To Mr Phillips...  well done again! 
We are lucky to have you and  
your team at our school!  

 

At so many of our events and 
with its own well supported Year 
7 parents’ BBQ, the CHSA, our 
Parents’ Association, provides 
refreshments and raffles designed 
to raise valuable funds. These are 
all run by volunteers and I would 
like to thank each and every one  
of them for their support.

 

At the recent CHSA AGM, the Chair, 
Mrs Mizen, and the Treasurer, Mrs 
McConnell, have both stepped 
down after a number of years’ 
service in those key roles. The 
work they have done has been 
most appreciated and the items 
purchased with the donations  
made will bear testimony to their 
hard work. I wish Mrs Dilworth 
success as she takes on the  
mantle of Chair.

Damian Stenhouse Headteacher
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By the end of term, 20 visits will 
have taken place.  Along with 
numerous sporting events, students 
have also participated in the Eaton 
Hall Charity Concert, visits to 
Chester and Edge Hill Universities, 
the Senior Maths Challenge, 
production of Blood Brothers 
and the BBC Studio Tour.  The 
Duke of Edinburgh Bronze Award 
Information Evening attracted 
more than 160 families.  We have 
updated the school’s Trips Policy 
in order to support Pupil Premium 
students financially, enabling them 
to have a guaranteed place should 
they wish to apply.  

 

15 Sixth Form and Year 11 students 
performed admirably at the Model 
United Nations Conference at 
Cheadle Hulme School in October.  
The group did very well; indeed 
Christleton was one of very few 
state schools participating in the 
event. It was very pleasing to see 
them working in sub groups and 
finally addressing an audience.  

 

I am also very pleased to be 
able to announce that the school 
has won a prestigious Young 
Chamber of Commerce Award.  
The presentation took place 
on Thursday 25th October with 
photographs, whilst video filming 
took place the previous week.  A 
huge thank you to Mrs Lawson and 
Mrs Farley for their work on this. 

It is an opportune time to thank 
each and every one of our 
Governors who work tirelessly 

to help drive the school forward 
and their on-going support and 
challenge is appreciated by myself 
and the Senior Leadership Team.

As you are well aware, Christleton 
High School is a key element of a 
Multi Academy Trust – The Learning 
Trust (formerly known as Christleton 
Learning Trust). The name has 
changed to better reflect the wider 
geographic nature of the Trust.

 

In addition, Christleton International 
Studio, as it enters its second 
year of operation, has changed 
its name to Chester International 
School. Providing a different post-
16 pathway option to A levels and 
BTECs, the numbers of students 
enrolling remain encouraging  
and its new building will open  
on the Queen’s Park site around 
Easter 2019.

 

All that remains is for me  
to remind you that the  
school closes at 12:30 on  
Friday 21st December for the 
Christmas break, re-opens on 
Monday 7th January 2019 and to 
wish you all a very Merry Christmas 
and a Happy and prosperous  
New Year!

Damian Stenhouse Headteacher

Wishing everyone a Merry Christmas from Santa and his Elf!Wishing everyone a Merry Christmas from Santa and his Elf!
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Could YOUR CHILD be entitled to   Free School Meals? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In a typical month here are 
the Top Twenty Main Meals 
that students can enjoy if 
they choose: 

Top 20 
Tasty 
Meals 
1. Stir Fry Beef with Hoi 

Sin Sauce
2. Mediterranean Chicken 

Pitta
3. Chicken & Spinach Balti
4. Cod in Batter
5. Tomato & Lentil Lasagne
6. Butternut Squash 

Enchiladas
7. Roasted Vegetable 

Roulade
8. Stilton, Leek & Potato 

bake
9. Five Bean Chilli
10. Oriental Noodles in 

Sweet Chilli Sauce
11. Firecracker Chicken
12. Homemade Burger
13. Roast Turkey
14. Meatballs in Pepper 

Sauce
15. Mixed Bean Goulash
16. Red Pepper Quiche
17. Vegetable Cottage Pie
18. Tomato & Aubergine 

Layer
19. Piri Piri Chicken
20. Roasted Vegetable 

Enchilladas 

A lot more families qualify for Free 

School Meals than you might think!
The main advantage is that students are credited 
with £11.25 a week to spend in the School 
Dining Hall on whatever they choose; this is the 

equivalent of £2.25 a day, which adds up to over £400 a year…or 
over £2 000 over the course of five years at school. 

Students receiving free school meals can choose whatever they 
wish up to the value of £2.25 a day.

Free School Meals includes an Additional Free 

Breakfast: -
Students receiving free school meals at Christleton High School 
can also choose an additional free breakfast each day. The 
school provides a popular breakfast service for all students, from 
8.15 am to 8:35am. If your child would like a free breakfast, they 
simply need to use the Cashless Catering system in the canteen. 
£1.10 of credit will automatically be added to their account to be 
used in the morning up until 8.35am, and can be used to purchase 
cereal and milk, orange juice, toast, or a breakfast bap.

Confidentiality: -
Our ‘cashless catering’ fingerprint-scanners mean that no other 
students or catering staff are aware of who receives free school 
meals, and who does not. This reduces any possible chance of 
your child being treated differently; very often a reason why some 
parents do not wish to register.

Meals available: -
For each day’s credit students can choose from: -

• Grab Bags of Sandwiches or Pasta Pots with a drink and snack

• Breakfast Baps, Wraps, and Fruit Pots

• Baked Jacket Potato with Filling

• Daily Selection of Paninis, Pizzas and Hot Pasta Pots

• A Two-course meal, including a hot main course
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Could YOUR CHILD be entitled to   Free School Meals? 

Free School Meals

How Do I Register?

The Cheshire West and Chester 
website gives you all the details. 
The registration process is not 
within the school area; we are only 
given an updated list of names, 
with no details or any criteria 
provided to us.

www.cheshirewestandchester.
gov.uk/residents/education-and-
learning/school-meals.aspx 

If your child goes to school within 
the Cheshire West and Chester 
area, is up to the age of 16 or goes 
to a school Sixth Form, you may be 
able to claim free schools meals for 
them.

Do I qualify for free school meals?

You may qualify if you are a parent, 
guardian or carer and receive one 
of the following:

1. Income Support (IS) or you are 
a student receiving the benefit 
in your own right

2. Income Based Jobseekers 
Allowance (IBJSA)

3. Income-related Employment 
and Support Allowance

4. Support under part VI of the 
Immigration and Asylum Act 
1999; or

5. Child Tax Credit (but not 
Working Tax Credit) and have 
an annual income (as assessed 
by Her Majesty’s Revenue & 
Customs) that does not exceed 
£16,190

6. The Guarantee element of 
State Pension Credit 

7. Working Tax Credit run-on - 
paid for four weeks after you 
stop qualifying for Working  
Tax Credit

8. Universal Credit

9. Children who get any of the 
above benefits in their own 
right (ie they get benefits 
payments directly, instead of 
through a parent or guardian) 
can also get free school meals.

10. You can also claim if you are an 
asylum seeker.

How you and the school will be 
notified that you are entitled:

If successful, your claim should be 
processed the same day. A letter 
of entitlement will be issued to 
you. The school will be notified of 
each child on the morning following 
the day the claim was processed. 
Claims cannot be backdated. Your 
claim will be renewed automatically, 
as they are periodically reviewed.

Claim free school meals online:

online.cheshirewestandchester.
gov.uk/CitizenPortal/formPortal.
aspx?form=3_1_2_10fsm_apply

Where else to find help: 

• Email: Benefits@
cheshirewestandchester 
.gov.uk

• Telephone: 0300 123 7021, 
Monday to Friday 8am to 7pm

• By post: Revenues and 
Benefits Department,  
PO Box 187, Ellesmere Port, 
CH34 9DB

Collect or hand in forms/
documents: At most of the 
Cheshire West and Chester offices 
you do not need an appointment 
to hand in forms. Staff will check 
and copy your documents and 
return them to you straight away. 
You don’t need an appointment to 
collect a form.

MAKE A 
DIFFERENCE 
- BECOME A 
GOVERNOR!
Are you an ex-student who wants to 
give something back to the school? 
Do you know somebody who is?

We are looking for an enthusiastic 
young person with recent, 
personal experience of education 
and training to join our team of 
Governors.

Governors work with the Senior 
Leadership Team to plan the 
school’s overall Development 
Strategy, oversee performance and 
manage the budget. We meet three 
or four times a term and also get 
involved in supporting individual 
departments and projects such as 
those featured in The Swan.

We come from a wide variety of 
backgrounds but much has changed 
in education from the days when we 
were at school.

We are looking for a young person 
with more recent experience of 
the challenges, pressures and 
opportunities facing students in 
today’s education system to help 
and advise us.

The ideal candidate probably 
attended Christleton High School 
within the last few years before 
possibly going on to some form 
of higher education - either an 
apprenticeship or a degree.

They will have direct experience of 
the ups and downs of that process 
and a strong desire to help current 
students through it.

Commitment to helping students 
be the best they can be is more 
important than any particular skill 
but some experience with social 
media would be an advantage.

If you think this might be for you? 
If you want to help young people 
while gaining valuable experience 
and adding to your cv then please 
get in touch.

Full details can be found on the 
school website or you can contact 
me direct at chairofgovernors@
christletonhigh.co.uk.

Paul Heath 
Chair of Governors

Autumn Term 2018 9



The Swan - The Magazine from Christleton High School10 Autumn Term 2018

                              Christleton High School’s Students  
                    were celebrating once again after receiving 
               another set of excellent GCSE results.

        83% of Students in Year 11 achieved 9 - 4 grades in English 
   and 78% in Mathematics. 75% of the Year group also achieved 5 or 
more standard passes.

Sheila Lister, Assistant Headteacher said “Given the curriculum changes and 
the grade system moving from letters (A*-G) to numerical grades (9-1) many of our 
Students and parents were naturally concerned.

Throughout the last two years, we have increasingly focussed on identifying and meeting 
specific individual needs. I firmly believe that this approach has borne real success in their 
achievements which will bode well for the next stage in their education, work or apprenticeships.

The school is delighted for all of its Students who have worked hard to achieve their success. 21 Students 
achieved the outstanding result of five or more top grades (9-8) with 10 Students impressively 
achieving seven or more. These include Charlotte McConnell who gained an exceptional ten 
top grades including eight grade 9s. Jude Jones and Leah Parry both notably achieved the 
majority of their results at grade 9, whilst Lucy Peterson gained eight 9-8 grades.”

Commenting on the results, Damian Stenhouse, Headteacher said:

“Once again, I am incredibly proud of our Students’ success and on behalf 
of the Staff and Governors at Christleton High School, I would like to 
congratulate them. These continue to be particularly challenging 
times for young people and it is inspiring to see how committed 
and hardworking they are.

Naturally, we wish all of our Students every success in 
their future studies and careers and, following on 
from our successful Year 12 Taster Day at the 
end of last term. Head of Sixth Form, Mike 
Cosstick, is looking forward to welcoming 
not only the substantial number of 
our Year 11 Students who will be 
returning to our Sixth Form on 
September 4th, but also 
those Students who 
will be joining us 
for the first time 
from other 
schools.”

CHRISTLETON 

STUDENTS CELEBRATE 

AN EXCELLENT SET 

OF GCSE RESULTS!
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Winners of the

200 Club!

VJ Greatorex Family

PJ & RL Barnes Family

K & NJ Bailey Family
                      A warm welcome

                     to our Year 7 Students and their Parents / Guardians

We hope that you are going to take advantage of all that we offer and share our  

determination in seeing that you are happy and successful. We encourage Parents  

and Students to use the school website where you will find all of our communications  

and events. Stay connected with upcoming school events... www.christletonhigh.co.uk 

Like us on Facebook: ChristletonHS    Follow us on Twitter: ChristletonHS    

What is CHSA?

•  Parents’ Association (for Parents,   
 Teachers, Staff and Families)

•  Registered Charity: 516825

 

How does CHSA support 
the school?
All profits go to the school, your 
previous donations have provided: 

⋅  Art Department - Digital Cameras

⋅  Bike Sheds

⋅  Canteen: Extension, more tables   
 and chairs

⋅  Design & Technology Department   
 - 3D printer and laser cutter

⋅  Geography Department    
 - chromebooks

⋅  PE - Sports Kit

⋅  Residential Trips to name a few!

⋅  Science Department  
 - High Powered Microscope

What is the 200 club?
•  Join the 200 club £20 (online)   
 for a chance to win £200!  

 Visit www.chsa.org.uk/#donate

How can I contribute to 
CHSA?
•  Join the 200 Club

•  Volunteer - 3 hours per year   
 selling refreshments

•  Attend CHSA meetings

•  Buy raffle tickets and refreshments  
 at school events

•  Give through companies big and   
 small to reduce taxes

⋅  Employee Matching Gift Scheme

⋅  PAYE Payroll Giving

 

Welcome Year 7 Parents!
•  It was great meeting all of you at   
 the Barbeque this past    
 September!

•  Wine and Cheese Evenings as   
 well as Coffee Mornings are  
 coming soon…

 

Stay connected
Email:  
chairofchsa@christletonhigh.co.uk

Website:  
www.chsa.org.uk

Parents’ Association
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                      A warm welcome

                     to our Year 7 Students and their Parents / Guardians

We hope that you are going to take advantage of all that we offer and share our  

determination in seeing that you are happy and successful. We encourage Parents  

and Students to use the school website where you will find all of our communications  

and events. Stay connected with upcoming school events... www.christletonhigh.co.uk 

Like us on Facebook: ChristletonHS    Follow us on Twitter: ChristletonHS    

What is Alumni?The formative years of childhood 
are spent at school, it is where 
we meet our friends, are inspired 
by teachers and learn about a 
world beyond our experience. The 
schools we attended as a young 
person are woven into our adult 
identity. Registering as an Alumni 
member is an opportunity for past 
and present Students, Parents and 
Staff to reconnect and support 
current students and other Alumni 
members in many different ways. 
It is also an opportunity to attend 
reunions and reflect upon the 
events that have been pivotal 
in shaping the school since its 
founding. 

How will registering for 
Alumni benefit me?•  Be a mentor or offer interview   

 advice
•  Networking with other Alumni   

 members

•  Inspire students with advice and   

 talks about your career path•  Reconnect with classmates by   

 attending reunions•  Keep updated with news and   

 opportunities to help enhance   

 your CV
Alumni is an opportunity for past and 

present Students, Parents and Staff to 

reconnect and reflect upon the events 

that have been pivotal in shaping the 

school since its founding. 

How do I register?•  Go to:   networks.futurefirst.org.uk/register
•  Scan this QR code to register
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60 YEARS YOUNG
Christleton  
High School 
celebrates an 
important milestone!

Earlier this term, Christleton High celebrated its 60th 
Anniversary by welcoming nearly 100 past students 
and staff to a Birthday celebration to commemorate 

the opening of the school in October 1958

Many more were unable to join us but 
sent their apologies and best wishes. 
The gathering, blessed by glorious 
October weather, included 11 members 
of the original ‘Class of 1958’ and two 
of the school’s past Headteachers.
 
That’s 60 years of making a difference 
to the lives of more than 12,500 
students from Chester and the 
surrounding area who have passed 
through our doors since the school 
was opened 1958.
 
Throughout those years, a large 
number of passionate, committed 
teachers have worked tirelessly 
to deliver priceless education 
and provide all the support, 
encouragement and pastoral care 
whenever it was needed.
 
All of this has been overseen by 
just five Headteachers. The school’s 
first Headteacher was the late and 
much missed, Les George, OBE, he 
was followed by Phil Hodges, Geoff 
Lawson, Tony Lamberton and most 
latterly by current Headteacher, 
Damian Stenhouse.
 
Each have brought their own 
individual, distinctive and differing 
styles, enthusiasm and commitment 
to the role and have contributed 
significantly in their own way to  
the school’s continuing success  
and reputation.

Christleton High has been well 
known for the maxim that for many 
years underpinned our approach to 
creating a thriving community with a 
shared desire for excellence: ‘Happy, 
hardworking and courteous’.
 
Keeping these values at its very heart, 
this has recently been amended, to 
make it more modern and become 
more relevant for today’s students, to 
‘Bringing aspirations to life in a ‘Happy, 
Hardworking and Caring Community’. 
These are not just words but true 
values which drive the actions of all 
the staff and students
 
On opening, the new school building 
including landscaping and equipment 
cost a mere £160,000 and was ready 
for its opening on 1st September 1958, 
although it was “officially” opened on 
October 3rd by Sir Edward Boyle, a 
Minister of State.
 
Initially, there were just 476 pupils 
and 18 staff. By 1972, there were 
800 pupils on roll. It was renamed 
as Christleton County High School in 
1974. Having become an Academy 
in 2011, as it reached its 60th 
Anniversary, there are 1350 students, 
140 staff and the Headteacher 
is Damian Stenhouse.
 
It is rightly proud to 
be one of the most 
oversubscribed schools 
in Cheshire, reflecting 
the staff’s commitment 
to helping each student 
to be the 
best 
they 
can 
be 

regardless of academic prowess, 
background or circumstances.
 
The sustained levels of academic 
excellence are evidenced by the 
consistently impressive examination 
statistics.
 
The school isn’t just a beacon of 
success for the academically gifted.  
The school is recognised for its 
standards of pastoral care for its 
students and for the life chances that it 
creates to help young people of a less 
academic nature to excel and achieve 
within their own abilities and talents.
 
Whilst there have been many changes 
in its history during those 60 years, 
the commitment to teaching, learning 
and the future success of students has 
been unwavering and pursued without 
compromise.
 
The school’s leadership has been 
particularly successful in seeking out 
new sources of funding to improve 
facilities and the school environment 
for the benefit of the whole school 
community.
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Over the last decade alone, 
more than £10 million 
has been sourced and 
invested in creating a raft 
of improvements, including 
all windows being replaced, 
re-facing of the buildings 
and a complete redesigning 
of the front of the school, 
set off with striking copper 
frontage, adding to a new 
iResearch Centre.
 
The school also has the 
joint use of facilities with 
the adjacent Leisure Centre, 
with new indoor swimming 
pool and 3G pitch.
 
The school is now a 
central part of the newly 
created Multi Academy 
Trust (The Learning Trust). 
This is an exciting time 
in the development of 
Christleton High School as 
it collaborates with Queen’s 
Park High School, and the 
new Chester International 
School on the Queen’s Park 
Campus in Handbridge 
to improve and bring new 
opportunities for all the 
students.
 
Commenting on the 
celebration, current 
Headteacher, Damian 
Stenhouse said:
 
“To see so many former 
students and staff at 
the event is a fantastic 
testament to the special 
place the school holds in 
the hearts of all of those 
who have attended the 
school or have had the 
privilege to teach the 
superb young people who 
have passed through its 
doors.

 
I am so very proud 

to have been 
one of just five 

Headteachers 
to have led 
this great 
school 
and am 
genuinely 
excited at 
what the 
future 
holds.”
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“Christleton High School’s first Headteacher was Mr. Les 
George. Initially there were 476 pupils and 18 staff. By 1972 
there were 800 pupils on roll. It was renamed as Christleton 
County High School in 1974.
 
By 1976 there were 1340 pupils and 74 members of staff.  
In 2018 as it reaches its 60th Anniversary there are  
1350 students, 140 staff and the Headteacher is  
Mr. Damian Stenhouse.
 
In the 1950s, Christleton was situated in the 
administrative district of Ellesmere Port and Chester 
Rural, an area stretching from Ellesmere Port to 
Malpas, and skirting the eastern edge of the Chester 
City boundary. (It should be noted that at this time 
Chester had its own Education Authority and Schools).  
 
At the age of 11, “higher” ability children from the rural 
district would travel to Ellesmere Port Boys and Girls 
Grammar Schools for their secondary education, and  
a new school planned for Christleton would cater for 
the remainder.
 
This Secondary Modern and Secondary Technical School 
was designed to cater for the needs of pupils in the 
developing areas of Vicars Cross, Guilden Sutton, Mickle 
Trafford, Barrow, Waverton and Christleton, but also took in 
many other parts of the rural district, an area of 75sq miles.
 
The initial pupils came from over twenty feeder primary 
schools including Oldfield, Cherry Grove, Huntington, 
Saighton, Barrow, Waverton, and Christleton, each, with 
their distinctive teaching styles and traditions.
 
The brief for the new school reads; The Christleton County 
Secondary & Technical School will provide a general course 
of education for pupils in their first two years of English, 

Mathematics, History, Geography, Science, Art, Music, 
Religious Instruction, Physical Education, Woodwork  
and Domestic Science.
 
According to their aptitudes 
and interests the children 
are selected at 13 years old 
for one of the following. 
Technical course for Boys. 
Mathematics, Science, 
Woodwork, Metalwork, 
and Technical Drawing. 
Technical course for 
Girls. Housecraft, 
Needlework, Art & Craft 
Commercial course for 
Girls. Shorthand Typing, 
Mathematics & Accounts, 
Geography & History. 
Rural Studies course, 
Horticulture, Agriculture, 
Livestock Keeping, 
Rural Science, Practical 
Course, Woodwork, 
Needlework and Gardening.
 

The new building 
including 
landscaping and 
equipment cost 
£160,000 and 
was ready for 
its opening on 
1st September 
1958, although 
it was 
“officially” 
opened on 
October 3rd 
by Sir Edward 
Boyle, a 
Minister of 
State.

The Swan asked local historian and long time 
friend of the school, David Cummings, for a brief 
history of the key milestones in the school’s 
history and some of his own recollections:
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It was a three form entry school, catering for 
children aged 11 to 16 years. Initially there were 490 
pupils, and 18 staff, the pupils coming mainly from 
the areas described above. The impact of the school 
on the village was made mainly through the effect of 
transporting pupils to and from school. The efforts 
of staff, pupils and parents however made up for the 
problems that existed then, and still exist between 
8.15 and 8.45am and 3.00 to 4.00pm each day.
 
The “family” atmosphere created between school 
and home soon achieved many new experiences 
for the pupils. Enthusiastic parental support raised 
£4,000 in the first four years to provide an open 
air swimming pool, and I’m sure this led to the 
founding, later, of the very successful High School 
Association, which has supported and purchased 
so many things for the school over many years.
 

The Local Authority provided the Joint-Use Sports 
Hall in 1974, and the upgrading of the swimming 
pool has been a welcome recent development.
 
The school’s reputation grew rapidly in many fields, 
but it was mainly through the excellent school drama 
productions, that brought it much local and even 
national acclaim.
 
Here was a comparatively small school achieving 
a very high profile through the combined efforts 
of all the school staff, its talented pupils, with 
the enthusiastic support of parents and the local 
community, which was already well known through 
the drama productions of Christleton Players.
 
Many of these were staged at the school, including 
a hilariously funny village pantomime written by 
Headteacher, Les George.

All aspects of staging plays and musicals including 
acting, direction and sets, costumes, make up, 
props, sound and lighting were developed. High 
standards were expected and achieved, and during 
the first ten years, school productions included, The 
Marriage of Figaro, The Magic Flute, A Midsummer 
Night’s Dream, The Merchant of Venice, The Taming 
of the Shrew, Twelfth Night, My Fair Lady and Oliver.
 

 
The latter two were produced in the same year in 
1958, an extraordinary achievement for the school. 
The production of Oliver by Lionel Bart was in fact 
the first production by an amateur group, outside 
the West End.
 
Later in the 1970s the musicals The Boy Friend, West 
Side Story and Half a Sixpence were performed as 
well as three productions written and produced by 
school staff, Alice in Wonderland, Love in Idleness 
and Jason & the Argonauts.

In the 1980s came Jesus Christ Superstar, Larkrise 
to Candleford and Godspell. This tradition continues 
today with shows like Joseph & His Amazing 
Technicolor Dreamcoat, Mary Poppins, Beauty &  
the Beast, The Lion King and Billy Elliott.
 
These continued successes, together with high 
profile achievements in Art, Design, Technology,  
and in many other curriculum areas, has enabled  
the school to grow in strength and reputation,  
where pupils of all abilities achieve academic, 
sporting and social success undreamed of in the 
early days of the school, and achieved through the 
teamwork which began with the establishment of 
the new school in 1958.
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The influence of each of the five Headteachers, Les 
George, Phil Hodges, Geoff Lawson, Tony Lamberton and 
Damian Stenhouse with their different styles, enthusiasm 
and commitment, has added to the school’s success. The 
thousands of pupils, who have attended the school since 
its inception, have spent their days in a beautiful village 
environment.
 
There is no doubt that this environment has added to the 
success of the school. The reputation of the school, and the 
contribution of the pupils to village and local events, has 
greatly enhanced the name of Christleton, making it still a 
much sought after place to study and live.
 
The school was originally divided into four houses. 
Badgerette was the local name for small copse on 
what is now the top playing field of the school. Bythom 
and Ketlan were the names of the people who owned 
land upon which the school was built and Lawns was 
the name of the area of ground upon which the school 
was actually built.
 

Whilst the house system does not apply today the names 
live on in the way in which each year is taught… Badgerette 
& Bythom for BaBy and Lawns & Ketlan for LaKe.
 
The current school crest was designed by Phil Hodges 
and the images of the swan, lions and sheaves represent 
Christleton. Cheshire and England.
 
In recent times the school has undergone a number of 
major refurbishments, and in the last five years all windows 
have been replaced, buildings refaced and a complete 
resigning of the front of the school has been set off with 
striking copper frontage, adding to a new iResearch 
Centre. The school also has the joint use of facilities with 

the adjacent 
Leisure 
Centre, with 
new indoor 
swimming 
pool and 3G 
pitch. These 
are available 
to staff and 
students 
during the 
day.

 
There are strong links to the community with Senior 
Citizens invited to the school on a regular basis, and also 
recently through the “Christleton Great War Stories” project, 
with young people from the school being invited to lay the 
wreath on 11th November each year on the Cenotaph in 
Whitehall in recognition of the school’s achievements in the 
World War Commemoration.
 
The School is now a central part of the newly created Multi 
Academy Trust (The Learning Trust). This is an exciting 
time in the development of Christleton High School as it 
collaborates with Queen’s Park High School, and the new 
Chester International School on the Queen’s Park Campus 
in Handbridge to improve and bring new opportunities for 
all the students.”

TOTALLY TROPICAL!
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The Last Day of School in July was an 
explosion of colour with the theme 
being “Tropical”.

For a small donation of £1, Sixth Form 
had many activities for the students to 
enjoy. As per the Student’s request, 
the proceeds of £1652.75 was donated 
to two different charities CRY (Cardiac 
Risk in the Young) and Oaks (Overseas 
Aid for the Kids of Sierra Leone).

Some of the activities were Face 
Painting, Tuck Shop, Mocktails, 
Soak the Teacher, Penalty Shoot-Out, 
Volleyball Tournament, Beat the Tennis 
Pro, Limbo, Assault Course, Gladiator 
Dual, Rodeo Bull, Bungee Run, Sumo 
Suits, Games/Reading & Computing, 
Film Show and Slush Machines.

last day of school...

Well Done Sixth 

Form you did an 

amazing job!

(
TOTALLY TROPICAL!
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The Great W
ar

Commemoration Evening  of

            The Great War
A Celebratory Evening to 
Commemorate the Centenary of 
the end of the Great War 1914-1918 
was held in school on Saturday 10th 
November, in conjunction with the 
Christleton Local History Group. Mr 
David Cummings gave an insight into 
the Christleton Great War Project, using 
archive material about life in the Parish 
of Christleton in WW1 with stories of 
some of the men who were lost and 
the work of the women of Christleton 
to support the war effort. Students 
performed items of drama and poetry 
and the Combined Cadet Force carried 
in the flags for the Parade of Standards. 
The evening ended with a service  
of Remembrance.
 
Over 100 guests attended the event, 
including members of the History 
Group, local residents, students, 
governors and staff. Light refreshments 
were served during the interval at this 
informative and very memorable event.
 
There was a collection at the end of 
on behalf of The Royal British Legion, 
£346.22 was raised as well as £50.00 
to Help the Heros.
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Social Treat 
One hundred members of our community came into school for the  
afternoon on 21st June 2018, to watch a production of Mary Poppins.  
The GCSE Food Preparation and Nutrition group prepared some delicious 
cakes and served drinks to our guests.  Students helped to meet and greet  
and look after everyone. 
 
I really enjoyed seeing everyone having such a good time including 
Students and Staff.  I liked meeting the people when they arrived 
and showing them to their seats.  I also helped with setting up and 

clearing away. This year I made the first prize hamper for the raffle 
and assisted Mr Stenhouse who had the nice task of presenting 

winners with their prizes. 
 

I hope that we can have many more of these events in 
the future as it so nice to see everyone together 

enjoying a fantastic afternoon at our school.
 

Nung Sirisot Year 11BA1
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Christ leton Sixth Form
Students and staff at Christleton Sixth 
Form were once again celebrating 
after receiving another excellent set 
of results in this year’s examinations, 
with a 98.3% success rate across all 30 
subjects taught. Over 67% of the 119 
students who studied A levels achieved 
one or more A*- B grades, with 16 
students gaining at least three  
grade As. Overall, 46% of all  
grades were A*- B.

After many months of hard studying and 
weeks of nervous anticipation, it was 
a day of happiness and relief for the 
students for whom today marked their 
first step on the way to university life, 
full-time employment, apprenticeship  
or internship.

Many students were delighted that 
they have been successful in their 
applications to prestigious universities 
and will be taking up new challenges at 
institutions around the country.

Those enjoying exceptional success 
at A level include: Matthew Parkinson 
(A*A*A*), Jakub Cybulak (A*A*A B), 
Graeme Mochrie (A*A*A), Matthew 
Jones (A*A*A), Cameron Bradley 
(A*AA), Spencer Mitchell (A*AA), James 
Robinson (A*AA), Sophie Runciman 
(A*AA), Mark Goldthorpe 
(A*AB + A at AS level), 

Jack Clerkin (A*A), Hannah Jones 
(AAAB), Adam Baines (AAA + C at AS 
level), William McKenzie (AAA), Jack 
Shotton (AAA), Cerys Taylor (AAA), 
Jess Thomas (AAA), Kit Tillotson (AAA), 
Tom Wyatt (AAA). In addition to their 
outstanding A level results, both Jack 
and Jess achieved distinctions in their 
BTEC examinations.

Head of Christleton Sixth Form, Mike 
Cosstick, was fulsome in his praise 
for the students’ achievements, 
commenting:

“The Sixth Form Team, despite the 
uncertainties associated with the linear 
A level programmes, had high hopes for 
this Year group and this excellent set of 
results has more than met them.

All young people today are under 
tremendous pressure to perform and 
such results can only be achieved by 
a great deal of hard work, a strong 
positive mental attitude and real 
resilience.

Therefore, it was fantastic to 
see so many happy faces as 
our students opened their 
results.

We have watched our students grow 
and develop in the last two years and it 
has been a pleasure to work with them. 
So many have consistently contributed 
a great deal to the everyday life of the 
school and today is the real reward for 
all of their efforts to be the very best 
they can be.”

Headteacher, Damian Stenhouse, 
added:

“I am extremely proud. On behalf of 
everyone in school, I would like to  
take this opportunity to congratulate 
each and every one of our students  
on their achievements.

The combination of their own efforts, 
great teaching and strong support  
from parents, has meant that so many 
of our students have achieved what 
they fully deserve.

A large number of our students have 
once again secured places on highly 
desirable courses at top universities 
or jobs with reputable companies.  
We wish them happy  
and successful  
futures.”

ONCE AGAIN, CHRISTLETON SIXTH FORM STUDENTS ACHIEVE GREAT RESULTS!
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Join us at our Open Evening,
Thursday 17th January 2019
17.45 - 20.00

01244 335 843
www.christletonhigh.co.uk

Christleton Sixth Form

What are you
waiting for?

Christ leton Sixth Form

ONCE AGAIN, CHRISTLETON SIXTH FORM STUDENTS ACHIEVE GREAT RESULTS!

Chester 
University 
Visit
One hundred and forty one 

intrepid Year 12 students travelled 

to Chester University campus on 

the 14th September 2018 to enjoy 

a day of team building, fun-filled 

activities and to hear informative 

talks from university staff. The 

day was a fantastic success with 

many of our students jumping at 

the chance to meet new friends 

and to compete with each other 

in numerous entertaining, if rather 

bizarre games.

Joe, one of our external applicants, 

who is new to Christleton Sixth 

Form said “The day really helped 

me settle in and meet my new year 

group. I was a bit worried that I 

wouldn’t know anyone but it was  

a brilliant day”.

Mrs Roberts, the Head of Year 12,  

was very impressed with the 

attitude and enthusiasm of his new 

year group. “It was fantastic to see 

so many students getting stuck in 

and enjoying themselves. I was so 

pleased that the day was useful 

and that the Sixth Formers really 

made the most of this opportunity”.

This was the first, of what we hope 

will be, many successful trips that 

the Sixth Form run this year.

Mr M Cosstick
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Careers Conference   
& Mock Interview Day 
4th & 5th July 2018

Christleton Sixth Form’s annual 
Careers Conference was a 
great success this year! During 
day one, students all had the 
opportunity to hear talks from a 
host of professionals ranging from 
computer programmers to retail 
managers; from CEO’s to surgeons.

These talks provided students with 
a real insight into what these jobs 
entailed and, most importantly, how 
our students can get into the career 
they are interested in.

Day two was our Mock Interview Day. Students arrived at 
the school suited and booted ready to be interviewed by 
our guest professionals. This was their opportunity to show 
off what they had learnt the previous day, while at the same 
time getting a real taste of what competitive interviews are all 
about. The professionals did not hold back but our students 
performed exceptionally well with many of our guests saying, 
had it been a real job, our students would have been hired.

A huge thank you to all of those people who gave up their 
valuable time to come into school and help prepare our Sixth 
Form students for the future. Without them the day would 
not be possible. I would also like to say how proud I was 
of our students who conducted themselves with maturity, 
confidence and enthusiasm across the two days. 

Mr Rose
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Sixth Form Mock 
Interview Day 
2018
Over 150 Year 13 students experienced 
the highs and lows of the interview 
process on Thursday 5th July 2018. 
Every one of our Sixth Form students 
had to write a CV and apply for one 
of seven jobs representing various 
sectors of the workplace.
 
They then had to prepare example 
answers to interview questions and 
face the panel of experts on the 
other side of the table. The students 
were very lucky to be interviewed by 
experienced professionals, governors 
and members of the Christleton alumni.
 
Our prospective Oxbridge and medical 
candidates also received admissions 
test advice and support from university 
tutors and post-graduate students.
 
The Sixth Form team would like to 
thank all of the interviewers who 
gave up their time and energy to help 
support and mentor our students. 
Particular thanks should go to the  
NW Chamber of Commerce who  
sent eleven local business leaders  
to help out.
 
Feedback from the interviewers was 
glowing with many of our students 
being offered work experience 
opportunities or apprenticeship offers 
as a result of their endeavours. The 
students too were effusive in their 
comments about the day;
 
“It was so good to be interviewed for 
real. I did not know just how scary the 
whole process would be. I feel much 
more prepared for any interview I face 
in the future now” Beth
 
“I got such practical advice from the 
lawyer I spoke to. I understand what 
work experience I need to find and 
also what skills employers are  
looking for” Stephen
 
“I managed to keep my nerves in 
check and I got some excellent 
feedback from the university tutor 
about personal statements and  
my CV” Grace
 
We hope that all of our students 
benefitted from the opportunity and 
that they use the feedback to help 
them on their future pathway.
 
Mr M Cosstick

U-Explore... 
Students Explore Their Future Pathways

We are very pleased that so many students are continuing to make 
effective use of U-Explore, the online interactive careers education 
site that the school is fully subscribed to.

Here is a reminder of what U-Explore can offer and how you can make 
best use of it: -

U-Explore can be used to find more about:  
· Careers, Information, Advice and Guidance
· Year 9 Pathways
· Work Experience preparation
· Post 16 Options
· Apprenticeships, BTECs and other vocational qualifications

U-Explore focuses on the main industry sectors of work, linking 
students to the business community and also providing an 
insight into different working environments, through 360° 
virtual, interactive tours and video clips.

U-Explore really helps to raise awareness of what 
opportunities are available in a particular sector and what 
skills and qualifications students will need to get a job in that area.

U-Explore has videos of real people working in their 
chosen fields and practical tips on how students can 
reach their goal.

Students and Parents: 
How to Sign Up in Five Simple Steps...

 
                              1.  Go to www.uxplore.com and 
                           click on Login and then U-Explore 
                        Online Login
 
                    2. Click REGISTER WITH US and select 
                 Cheshire West; Chester; Christleton High School
 
            3. Type in the School Registration Code (40329)
 
       4. Type in the brief details About You and create your 
     Login Information
                                                                                 
           5. When redirected to the start page enter your login 
              information and click Go!
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“School is about grit as well as grades” 
This statement sums up the thinking behind the launch of our 
360º Futures programme in the Sixth Form.

The Rationale: According to Mr Cosstick, Head of Christleton Sixth Form.
“Our vision is that all our students will leave Christleton Sixth Form, having the 
skills, knowledge and behaviours necessary for skilled employment in their chosen 
field, as well as the transferable skills that are needed in any career”

Update: 
•  Over 65 students, in Year 12, have begun their Extended Project Qualification.
•  The Duke of Edinburgh’s Gold Award – is launching for all students who have   
 gained the Silver Award in November 2018.
•  This year 3 separate groups of students are setting up their own business in   
 their Young Enterprise Project.
•  A record number of students have taken part in the Model United Nations   
 debating course. This is designed to help students with an interest in history,   
 politics and current affairs.
•  14 students are undertaking a BBC Journalism course alongside the  
 English Department
•  30 students are undertaking work experience or volunteer/charity work under the   
 supervision of the social sciences.
•  25 students have gone the “Extra Mile” by researching and preparing for the very rigorous Oxbridge,   
 Medicine and Veterinary Science application process.
•  9 students are taking German GCSE in a year.
•  22 students are taking a course in Mindfulness, designed to help exam stress, anxiety and promote  
 inner wellbeing.
•  30 students have now trained as Mental Health First Aiders in cooperation with CAMHS
 This is the start, we hope, of a unique and successful programme that provides all of our students with  
 a fulfilling and meaningful programme which is not simply a bolt-on addition to the academic provision.

T h e   f u t u r e ’s   b r i g h t . . . 
T h e   F u t u r e s   3 6 0  !

The Sixth Form: 
360˚ Futures
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Freshers’ 
Fair

Christleton High School welcomed 
an enthusiastic and dedicated 
cohort into its Sixth Form this year. 
Students have been settling in well 
to their new lessons and getting  
to know both their teachers and 
fellow peers.

On Wednesday 12th February 2018 
Christleton Sixth Form launched 
its annual Freshers’ Fair, where 
students could opt for a range of 
extra-curricular activities (as part 
of the Sixth Form “360˚ Futures” 
programme).

Our vision is that all our students 
will leave Sixth Form having the 
skills, knowledge and behaviours 
necessary for skilled 
employment in their 
chosen field, as well 
as the transferable 
skills that are 
needed in  
any career.

The activities 
on offer were: 
Gold Duke of 
Edinburgh 
Award, Young 
Enterprise, 
Model United 
Nations, 

Mindfulness & Wellbeing, 
Journalism with the BBC, GCSE 
German in a year, the Extra Mile 
(Oxbridge/Medics course) and 
work experience.

The event was a great success and 
students really engaged with the 
different stalls to find out which 
activity would most suit them.

After a fun and interesting 
afternoon, the students have 
made their choices and lessons 
began on 25th September 2018. 
The “360 Futures” programme will 
provide students with a host of 
transferable skills, 
which will bolster 
both employment 
    and university 
       applications! 

        Mr M Cosstick
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As we come to end of the first 
term at Christleton Sixth Form 
we asked a number of Year 
12/13 students to give us their 
views on what makes this 
place so special...
 
“I like the increased freedom and 
independence you get by joining 
Christleton Sixth Form. You are treated 
like an adult and given extra privileges 
like having your own common room and 
being able to drive your car to school. 
We also wear our own clothes and have 
our own social events. This makes us 
feel special and different to the rest of 
the school” Joe 

“Christleton Sixth Form allows us to 
develop our leadership skills across 
so many different areas. The Gold 
Duke of Edinburgh Award, mentoring 
younger students and through the 

360˚ Futures Programme. I think that 
these opportunities will help me gain 
the transferable skills needed to be a 
success in my chosen career” Sophie 

“Coming to the Sixth Form was hard 
but in reality it was like I never left. All 
my friends came here too and all of 
the things I loved in Year 11 were still 
here only better. I still have amazing 
teachers, that I know will support 
me and I am still involved with the 
Orchestra and musical productions that 
I love. Why would I have ever left when 
the Sixth Form offers so much” Abi 

“The Sixth Form team are great as 
they always push 
us to achieve 
our potential. It 
doesn’t matter 
where you want 
to go, or what 
you want to be, 
there is always 

someone to help guide you on your 
way. The Sixth Form is about learning 
new things and hard work but it is also 
about finding about yourself and trying 
new things. I have loved challenging 
myself to be the best that I can be” 
Joseph 

“I have made so many new friends since 
starting Year 12. Everyone is friendly, 
kind and caring. It is like one big happy 
family. The Sixth Form leadership group 
are great and put on loads of charity 
events, fundraisers and social activities. 
I am really looking forward to going to 
the Snowball in December” Meg 

“If you want to do science, engineering 
or medicine the Sixth Form at 
Christleton is fantastic. We get loads of 
support from our teachers and there is 
a great history of students going on to 
study medicine and veterinary science 
at this school. We are already part of 
the MACH group which is designed to 
help us achieve our goals of studying a 
STEM subject” Ellie 

The view from 
The Sixth Form
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“Can You tell Me More 
About What You Do……?” 
Advance Notice: Careers Conference 

Wednesday 3rd July 2019
•  Following on from really successful  
 events over the last three years,   
 we are now planning our fourth   
 annual Careers Information Evening  
 with the aim of making this event   
 even bigger and better.
 
• In addition to having representatives  
 from a wide range of different   
 occupations on hand to give   
 individual advice and an insight into  
 what their job involves we also   
 hope to make a selection of   
 workshops available for the  
 benefit of our students
 

•  The evening will be a great   
 opportunity for all students from   
 Year 13 to find out more about the  
 future world of work.
 
•  The event is a part of our on-going  
 commitment to raising students’   
 aspirations and encouraging them  
 to think about future pathways; the  
 evening aims to inspire students to  
 find out more about the career paths  
 available and to meet people from a  
 variety of different occupations. 

 

•  Previous year’s events have featured  
 dozens of different representatives,  
 including organisations such as   
 Airbus, Energy Innovation Centre,  
 Essar Oil, and Vauxhall Motors.   
 We are always looking to expand   
 the range of organisations involved,  
 and would welcome approaches   
 from any companies wishing to  
 take part this year.

 • Please make a note of the date  
 in your diaries. If you are able   
 to come along as a representative  
 for a particular business, company  
 or occupation, please contact  
 Jenny Brown by email:  
 brownj@christletonhigh.co.uk

Well done to all our Year 13 
students who listened to 
advice, proactively sought 
help and used the feedback 
to create such impressive 
applications. 88 of our 
students have left to go to 
university this year and 4 
others have started higher 
level apprenticeships.

Notable successes include;

Matthew Parkinson
Medicine and Surgery 
at Newcastle University

Graeme Mochrie and  
Lucy Osborne: 
Medicine at Manchester University

Jakub Cybulak: 
Bath University to study 
Mechanical Engineering

Cameron Bradley: 
Edinburgh University to study 
Economics and Politics.

Eva McGee: 
Studying Psychology 
at Bristol University.

Will Mackenzie: 
Law at Bristol University

Tom Wyatt: 
Management at Leeds University

Kit Tillotson: 
Physics and Astrophysics 
at Manchester University

Sophie Runciman: 
Chemical Engineering at 
Birmingham University

Matthew Jones: 
Management and Marketing 
at Manchester University.

Isabella Cornwell: 
Biological Sciences 
at Edinburgh University

For all this year’s Year 11 and 
12; follow the example of these 
successful students:
In the run up to your exams.

1) Set yourself a goal

2) Put in place achievable targets  

     to achieve that goal

3) Work hard!

4) Revise smartly!

5) Enjoy exam success!

6) Relax! And enjoy the summer

Let’s make sure that this is a record 
year, with everyone achieving their 
goal, whatever that may be.

Up! Up! and Away! – Student Destinations 2018
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      Year 13 Leavers’ Ball
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“Cadets also went on a ‘Cadet 
Aviation Familiarisation Course 
at RAF Woodvale.  11/11/2018, 
to learn about Air Traffic 
Navigation and control. They 
also spent 45 minutes in a flight 
simulator taking the aircraft 
controls and also learning 
about the principles of flight.”

On the 9th November, at 11.00am, 
our Students from the RAF cadet 
force (CCF), participated in the 
Armistice Commemoration Parade 
here at CHS. 

The morning began with us all 
‘buddying up’ and checking that 
uniforms were well presented 
and in pristine condition for the 
occasion.  At the start of the 
service i noticed that the school 
field was copious with both 
Staff and Students who along 
with the cadets observed a two 
minute silence whilst the last 
Post and revile was played.  It 
was resounding that the whole 
school became captivated by 
the importance and poignancy of 
the occasion, particularly as our 
contingent continues to develop 
and multiply with over 40 cadets 
on parade.   The integrity and 
dignity of all involved and the 
overwhelming support of the 
whole school made me feel proud 
to be part of it.

A collection of words from the 
Remembrance Day service at 
Chester Cathedral back in 1988 
still touches me to this day… 

“How hateful is the panoply 
of war?” “For reconciliation 
between the nations that all 
people may together, live in 
freedom, justice and peace.” 
“Forgiveness is at the heart of 
being able to reconcile.” 

These words humble me and I 
shed a tear, because I feel that 
is what I am about.  That is why I 
volunteered to be a reservist for 
the RAF cadets.

Flt Lt Ian Hollywood
Section Commander
RAFVR (T)

Armistice Commemoration 2018
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We went on a trip to RAF Gibraltar 
On 10th July 2018. We departed 
from London Heathrow, after 
watching the flyover of the Red 
Arrows which was in celebration 
of the 100th anniversary since the 
formation of the RAF.

We arrived in Gibraltar later that 
afternoon. The next day we hiked 
up the rock, it was very hot, so lots 
of water was needed! On the walk 
we saw lots of wild Macaques,  
who stole food, water and  
mobile phones!

The view across the straits to Africa 
from the peak was spectacular, 
the history of the rock was very 
interesting and we had a  
fantastic time.

Throughout the week we also 
visited the WW2 Tunnels built 
within the rocks.

We went on an animal safari, 
dolphin watching, visited a  
  water park, as well as snorkelled  
    and visited the Maritime Police  
    Department for Gibraltar.

It was a very busy week with great 
friendships made; filled with sun, 
excitement and experiences I will 
never forget.
 
Cpl Wright

RAF 
Gibraltar 

2018
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We went on a field trip to RNAS 
Inskip, a retired airfield and current 
radio transmission station up 
in Lancashire. This trip was an 
opportunity for us first year cadets 
to pass our part one qualification.  

The newly recruited Cadets were 
given an insight into military life; 
the training involved and the 
experience of living at a RAF 
Station. Whilst we were at Inskip 
we took part in the following 
activities:

• Abseiling

• Low Ropes

• Adventure Training

• Camouflage and Concealment

• Shooting

• Leadership

• Repelling and Climbing

• Paintballing

• Room clearance

• Drill training

• Cooking with military ration packs

The abseiling consisted of a 30 
meter wall which we had to scale 
and abseil down.  Working as part 
of a team on this particular activity 
was a great achievement.  

All the activities were led by 
instructors and assisted by the 
older, Part 2 and 3 Cadets/NCO’s. 
In the evenings the NCO’s were in 
charge of providing activities for 
the new recruits to finish off a great 
day of outdoor training.  It was a 
two day venture, both gruelling  
and enjoyable. 

We all had a fantastic time, what 
a great start for the new Cadets 
- we all passed our ‘part one’ 
qualification.  We all look forward to 
many more future trips.

Cadet Jamie Farrall
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Assessed Expedition - August 2018

 

As the summer of hot weather 
started to break, the 36 Gold 
students were packing their 
rucksacks and making final 
changes to their checklists.

 

This set of Gold Teams 
had worked hard on 
their navigation skills and 
fitness levels in the lead up to 
the expedition and were the best 
yet. Getting up early and arriving 
in good time at the campsites, 
allowing plenty of recovery time to 
repeat the next day.

 

The first night challenge was a 
‘Come Dine With Me’ to produce 
an authentic, imaginative camp 
meal for the team. There were 
a variety of recipes with mixed 
tastes, the 
tacos looked 
good but 
the winners 
were a dish 
with fresh 
ingredients, 
was  
it the 
chocolate 
brownies  
which swung the judges?

 

The following days saw a high 
up in the clouds day, requiring 
precise navigation, amazing views 
of Snowdon and a number of 
campsites with 2 and 4 star  
ratings. Teams spent one very  
wet day 3 exploring the hillside  
in full waterproofs, with no let  
up from the rain and seeking 
shelter at camp.

 

All teams successfully finished at 
Betws-y-Coed, tired, sore but very 
proud and feedback from DofE 
Dave was very positive. Well done, 
see you all at the Palace!
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Team 2 
We all got on well, we didn’t forget 
to bring anything, we got ourselves 
un-lost.

Just keep smiling.

Sometimes the smallest things 
on the map are the biggest 
things you notice.

Team 4 
Managing time is key.

It was a mental and physical 
battle but the sense of 
achievement is worth it.

Never be scared of a wild 
wee.

Team 6 
Learned the value of teamwork 
especially in trying circumstances.

Learned to be resilient.

When map reading get everyone’s 
opinion, cos getting lost just drains 
your energy.

Team 7 
For me DofE is 10% physical  
and 90% mental.

You’re smarter than you think, stronger 
than you seem 
and most of all 
braver than 
you believe. 
Your friends 
will keep you 
warm in your 
tents, come 
rain or even 
snow.

If you believe 
you will 
achieve always.

Team 8 
Easy bits are the hardest.

Keep your patience.

Face yourself so it is more enjoyable.

Team 11 
Difficult-very-but worth it.

Exhausting and challenging  
but rewarding.

I enjoyed it mostly but it was  
hard at times.

Team 12 
Amazing experience and a good 
challenge for me to face.

It tested my mental endurance. 
However the people and the  
view was incredible.

Improved leadership skills and  
tested my map reading.

I thought that the walks were 
challenging. Good times at camp.
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Team 1 
DofE has made me learn to manage my  
emotion when hungry and tired so I don’t  
affect the morale of the group.

DofE has helped me handle myself when tired 
and hungry and see how far I can push myself.

Team 2 
I enjoyed DofE because it gave 
me a chance to push myself and 
step out of my comfort zone.

DofE was so much fun! I cannot 
wait to do silver.

Team 3 
I’ve enjoyed DofE and I mainly 
liked doing my volunteering,  
skill and physical.

I enjoyed the pretty views and 
the amazing feeling when  
you’ve finished.

Team 4 
I enjoyed doing DofE because of the  
sense of achievement at the end.

I enjoyed Bronze DofE because we  
stayed positive.

I enjoyed the challenge, walking succeeding  
and atmosphere.

I enjoyed DofE because of the laughs you  
have with people on the way.

Team 5 
Helping each other if 
needed.

Working as a team 
and eating  
together in the 
evening.

Pushing each other 
to each checkpoint.

Good teamwork = 
fun time.

Team 14 
I enjoyed it and felt 
very independent.

I enjoyed DofE, but the weather made it a lot 
harder.

I had fun and learnt endurance.

Team 10 
Bronze DofE was good because many funny 
memories were made.

It was very hard and challenging and the weather 
was very hot but I am proud and happy that I 
completed it with my team.

Team 11 
It was really hard but once you finished  
it felt amazing.

I learnt stuff I wouldn’t learn before.  
It has been a great experience.

Team 12 
Things we did well

● Worked as a team 
● Stayed together 
● Good navigating skills 
● Evenly shared jobs 
● Good campsite skills 
● Good team morale

Team 16 
I have improved my organisation and map  
work skills.

I have improved my packing and I have learnt 
how to orientate the map. I have improved my 
organization and problem solving.

I have improved on organization and leadership.

Team 17 
Top tips

● Always use the compass. 
● When you’re lost go back to where 
you last knew where you were. 
● Work as a team. 
● Completing not competing.

Team 18 
I really enjoyed spending all this time 
doing my Bronze DofE, it was very fun 
but a lot harder than I thought.

I enjoyed this experience it was 
definitely a challenge, 
but I’m  
glad I did it.

Loved this experience, 
definitely doing silver! 
Learned loads, thank  
the staff

Thank you!

Team 19 
I’ve worked really hard to  
keep up team spirits and  
I’ve really enjoyed myself.

I’ve learnt to pack efficiently.

Team 21 
I have achieved a massive 
improvement in my navigation.

I have achieved a massive 
improvement in my perseverance  
and map reading skills.
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No need for a spoonful of sugar with this production: it was a pure 
tonic! I grew up avidly reading the P. L. Travers’ novels as a child and 
was mesmerised by the 1964 film, when it was first released. Returning 
to this production was both nostalgic and very exciting. The comings 
and goings at Cherry Tree Lane sprang to life with extraordinary 
vividness, thanks to the excellent performances by everyone on stage. 

The Prologue created the 
undercurrent of tension that casts 
a shadow behind some of the 
action. Marvellous use was made 
throughout the production of 
the animated backgrounds, but 
the dark London skyline and the 
impressive presence and singing 
of the company at the opening 
grabbed our attention. 

As Bert, Archie Pytches was 
outstanding. Forget Dick van Dyke 
with his dodgy Cockney accent 
and saccharine cheerfulness, 
this Bert was mercurial in the 
way he moved from his chirpy, 
positive persona, to becoming 
a commentator on the darker 
aspects of the drama. His total 
commitment whilst on stage 
to acting, singing, dancing and 
supporting his fellow actors was 
truly professional. 

Meanwhile, back at Cherry Tree 
Lane we were introduced to 
the rather dysfunctional Banks 
family. Jaden Crump played the 
very buttoned-up and 
Victorian father, 
George Banks, 
whose motto of, 
“Precision and 
Order” was 
suitably stiff-
mannered as he 
barked orders 
to staff, wife 
and children, 
alike.  However, 
Jaden made it 

possible 

for us to understand the pressures 
upon George from both his past 
and his present situations and 
eventually empathise with him. 
When he reached his moment of 
triumph, having saved the bank 
rather than caused its collapse, by 
recognising the value of people 
rather than profit, his sudden 
explosion of movement and facial 
expression as he danced his 
way across the stage, singing, 
“Supercalifragilisticexpialidocius” 
showed real comic timing. He was 
well supported by Mia Scholes 
as his wife, Winifred. She was the 
proof that behind every great man 
is an even greater woman! Daily, 
she had to run the household and 

try to support her husband’s 
social-climbing by hosting 

parties for snobs who 
didn’t even turn up! Mia 
portrayed a loving and 
much put-upon wife and 
mother who quietly and 
effectively got on with 
it. Mia has a lovely voice 
with clarity of diction. As 
for the children in much 

need of a nanny, Tori Taylor 
and Dan Boulton were both 

wonderful. They were 
believable as 

quarrelling 
siblings 

and 
each 

Mary PoppinsJUNE 2018

Performing Arts
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created their own personality. 
Tori as the bossy older sister and 
teenage rebel was feisty and 
engaging. Dan’s move to a principal 
role was well-deserved. His cheeky 
and infectious enthusiasm on 
stage often made him the focus of 
our attention. Both Tori and Dan 
danced and sang well, acting with 
an assured emotional range. Before 
leaving the 
household, 
mention must 
be made of 
the clumsy, 
useless 
servant, 
Robertson Ay, 
well captured 
by Daniel 
Sixsmith. He is 
a great team 
player and his 
exaggerated 
looks of 
astonishment 
made the most 
of his role. 
As Mrs. Brill, 
Kathryn Gornall 
was the long-
suffering servant who not only had 
to deal with Dan’s character, a job 
in itself, but she proved that she 
too had wonderful comic timing in 
some of her sharp asides.
 
We must now turn to Mary Poppins, 
herself. Victoria Jones took on this 
daunting, iconic role making it her 
own. Yes, she attempted the crystal-
clear diction associated with Julie 
Andrews’ portrayal, but she brought 
a warmth and knowing humour, 
too. As this is her first principal 
role, it’s an outstanding debut. She 
acted, danced, sang and showed 
a generosity to other performers 
on stage. In the words of her own 
song, she was, “Practically Perfect”!
Mention must also be made of 

several other contributors to 
the show’s great success. Ben 
Rackham as both Neleus, Principal 
Dancer and Chimney Sweep 
proved his talent as both dancer 
and singer. He not only showcased 
his dancing ability, but also showed 
that he has a fine voice. I look 
forward to seeing and hearing him 
in future productions. Katy Hall as 

Miss Andrew 
or “The 
Holy Terror”, 
nanny to 
George 
Banks, 
relished the 
opportunity 
to play such 
a nasty 
piece of 
work. She 
acted and 
sang the role 
with gusto. 
She was a 
real dose of 
“Brimstone 
and 
Treacle”! 
The 

Bird Woman who gets to 
sing, “Feed the Birds” one of 
the show’s famous songs, 
was played by both Vivian 
Hammerton and Katy Snape. 
Both girls brought a clarity 
and simplicity to the part. 
Vivian had a clean, clear 
voice which added to her 
vulnerability and Katy had 
a rounded warmth to her 
portrayal which suited the 
character’s compassion. 
Emma Hall as Mrs. Corry 
was a firecracker of a 
cameo. Geraint Rees-
Hughes was a suitably 
stuffy Bank Chairman and 
Rod Simoes and Joe Harris were 
well-cast as the unsavoury profiteer, 

Von Hussler and “good man” John 
Northbrook.

The production was slick, fast-
moving and made excellent use of 
minimal props and animated back-
projections so that we could move 
from interior to exterior 

Performing Arts
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scenes almost instantaneously. I 
loved the creative invention in the 
Park Scene where Dancers wearing 
white costumes with leaf patterns 
became the statues. Birds flitted 
across the London skyline during 
“Feed the birds” and panoramas 
gave us the feeling of being on a 
roofscape for scenes between Mary 
and Bert and the show-stopping 
“Step in Time” sequence. In the 
time I have been reviewing the 
shows, I have never known the 
technical aspects of lighting and 
sound to be so perfectly integrated. 
Alternating colours to enhance the 
battle between Mary Poppins and 
Mis Andrew, the gold bars of light 
suggesting the bank but also the 
imprisonment of institutions that 
place profit over people, knowing 
the cost of everything but the 
value of nothing. The lighting 
was used to enhance the 
big production numbers like, 
“Supercalifragilisticexpialidocious”, 

“Let’s Go Fly a Kite” and 
“Step in Time”. Sound 
levels for spoken 
dialogue as well as 
singing by individuals 
and large groups was 
sensitively handled.

Quite how the 
backstage crew 
managed to move 
props so seamlessly 
between scenes whilst 
so many costume 
changes were taking 
place at the same time 
was extraordinarily 
professional. I suspect 
if we turned the stage 
around, so we just 
saw what happened 
backstage, it would 
have made an equally 
entertaining show! 
As for the multiplicity 
of costumes to cover 
all Victorian London 
from smart middle-
class households to 
chimney sweeps and 

city banks, the range was amazing 
and looked the part. The bee 
costumes and the whole staging of 
“A Spoonful of Sugar” was witty and 
very entertaining. A word of praise 
too, to the make-up teams who 
created the different looks, from 
sooty chimney sweeps to prim and 
proper nannies. 

It is always a thrill to see and 
hear a large chorus on stage as 
well as watch a group of gifted 
and talented dancers. This show 
certainly gave opportunities to 
enjoy the work of the “The Mary 
Poppins Chorus” and “Mary 
Poppins Dancers”. In the large 
ensemble numbers, this meant 
that there were well over 55 
artists, not including the Principals, 
all moving, singing and some of 
them dancing, all at once! Does 
Health and Safety allow for this? 
There were no worries because 

everyone had been expertly 
placed and directed. It was good 
to see the choreography in the 
extremely capable hands of former 
student, Annie Howarth, who 
has done several CHS shows, 
with the assistance of Michael 
Dean, who first made a very 
impressive appearance on stage 
in “The Lion King” in 2015 and has 
continued to dazzle us since. For 
me, the stand out number which 
combined all these amazingly 
skilful students was ”Step in Time” 
set on the rooftops of London. 
That is not to say I didn’t enjoy the 
spectacular closing of Act One with, 
“Supercalifragilisticexpialidocious” 
or the wonderful, “Let’s go Fly 
a Kite”. What marked all these 
ensemble pieces out was their 
exuberance and focus. Everyone on 
stage was working incredibly hard 
to make it look so easy and each 
performer was clearly enjoying 
every minute of it. 

I’ve mentioned backstage and 
onstage, but a huge thank you 
also needs to go to the front of 
house team for their positive 
energy in meeting and greeting 
the hundreds of people who have 
enjoyed the show during its run. A 
word of appreciation too, for the 
professional programme which 
was hugely enhanced by Kate de 
Winton’s astonishing photographic 
skills.

Much of the credit for all of this 
success, lies with the tireless 
energy and commitment of Simon 
Phillips -“The Holy Terror”, oh, sorry, 
wrong character! His ability to 
draw such mature and professional 
performances from a cast of 
students who are 14 years old or 
younger, is truly remarkable.

Mary Poppins may have blown in 
and out of the story, but this CHS 
production blew us away!

Howard Kane

A review of RENT will feature in 
the next edition of The Swan
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Creative Futures Showcase 

Art Department
We were invited as Art Hot Scholars to an event 
in our Lecture Theatre on 6th June 2018. The 
event was called the Creative Futures Showcase, 
and it involved six guest speakers who came in to 
give us an insight into their art experiences, plans 
and businesses. They were Freya Bowerman, 
Loren Somerville, Jane Mann, Matthew O’Brien, 
Abi Stevenson and Sophie Clark. They told very 
different stories but they were all linked by the 
same message which was to always do what you 
are passionate about because, instead of your 
working career feeling like work, your daily efforts 
will feel like a pleasure. They went on to tell us to 
not be afraid to step outside our comfort zones in 
order to achieve our dreams.

The first speaker was a current Sixth Form student 
who showed us that you can begin to achieve 
your dreams whatever your age. The next was 
the owner of the Cheshire Art Hub who was 
commissioned to decorate two life-size horses for 
the Bolesworth International Horse Show.

There was a Photographer who gave up her 
accounting career to follow her passion in 
photography, two university students told us what 
they had been up to since leaving school, and 
how art was involved in their journeys. The sixth 
person to speak was a fashion designer who has 
won major awards for lots of his designs, and  
who has been featured in Vogue Magazine.  
Over all this event was an amazing experience 
that encouraged us to follow our dreams no 
matter what!

Leila Oakley & Sophie Benton  
Year 8 Art Hot Scholars

I think the presentation was a wonderful 
experience. I liked how there were a range of 
different artists with different pasts and jobs 
who spoke, which was brilliant. Matthew was an 
inspiration because he showed that even though 
everyone else is doing something predictable 
it doesn’t mean you have to stick to the same 
path; you should listen to intuition and make your 
dreams happen. I also specifically loved the talk 
about the Cheshire Art hub and I now already 
been to a workshop there following this event.        

Sophie Penk Year 9BY1 
Former Art Hot Scholar

I really enjoyed this Art event. It showed the 
different pathways art may lead to, and how you 
can create a business out of a passion. It was 
intriguing to hear the story each presenter had to 
tell, and it opened the eyes of art lovers who are 
unsure what career to follow. It was interesting 
to learn from Sophie Clark that Art may lead to a 
variety of unexpected careers, and to hear how 
she is using her background in art as a creative 
base for her television work at Media City. I also 
really liked how Freya Bowerman’s presentation 
showed how you can do photography outside 
the professional environment to learn things like 
getting in weird positions to get good camera 
angles. Overall I think the presentations were 
a good opportunity to see a wider range of art 
beyond drawing and painting.

Yasmin Sutton Year 9

Along with my fellow Art Hot Scholars I was lucky 
enough to be invited to an amazing Art event 
with speakers from the creative industries. These 
were people who started off doing something 
they loved, and who are now achieving their 
dream. The other Art Hot Scholars and I, have 
been discussing how motivational all of the 
people were. We were particularly excited by the 
way Mathew O’Brien started out, and how scary 
it was for him to become a fashion designer at 
such a young age. He was 15 when he first started 
making and designing clothes. Now, still only 
in his twenties, he has achieved many amazing 
things, like creating a dress for Rihanna, getting 
his designs in Vogue Magazine, and hosting high 
profile fashion shows. I now realise that you can 
venture towards your dream, no matter how old 
you are, or what gender you are, and you can 
accomplish it.

Tanya Norwood Year 9 Art Hot Scholar

This event 
definitely 
opened 
my 
eyes to 
different 
options 
and ways 
to get 
myself 
out there. 
I found 
each talk 
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useful for making 
it in art and the 
creative industries. 
All of the speakers 
gave individual 
messages and lots 
of different advice 
that could be 
really beneficial to 
anyone wanting to 
get a job in art or 
fashion. 

Freya’s and Jane 
Mann’s talks were 
about photography 
and I gained lots 
of great advice 
about the technical 
aspects, as well 
as how to just 
get yourself out 
there and start. I 
think photography 
is something I’d 
definitely like to 
get better at.

Matthew’s talk was very interesting and helpful 
because it was about something I hadn’t 
considered before.  His talk showed how to make 
your way into the very competitive fashion industry. 
His story showed me that there are so many  
ways to get yourself known, whether  
through social media, friends, advertising  
or entering competitions. 

Loren’s talk was all about her gallery in Cheshire, 
called The Cheshire Art Hub. The story about how 
she created it was very interesting. It showed 
how you don’t always need loads of money or 
connections to start up a business. The gallery 
itself looks great and I would like to go there. I 
really like how it’s multipurpose and there are 
courses for loads of different types of art on offer. 

Sophie’s talk was about how she got into TV and 
radio. She is able to do such a diverse range of 
things including TV, adverts, radio and music 
shows. I found it really cool how she has been able 
to work behind the scenes of many famous TV 
shows, and how having a variety of technical skills 
has really helped her.

All in all, I found the talks really helpful and there 
are many things that I’ve been able to take away 
and think about. 

George Davies Y9 Sketchbook Competition Winner

Here is what some of our GCSE  
students thought of the event:
I found these talks very interesting and I enjoyed 
finding out how people are making businesses out 
of art. Holly Andrews

I think that the lectures and experiences were very 
inspiring because they demonstrated that you can 
create a business of your own and do things you 
enjoy, regardless of what school you went to, or 
what level of experience you have. I found Matthew 
O’ Brien was inspiring because he was someone 
who started with no experience at all, but when he 
worked hard he came very far and now has his own 
fashion company. Isaac Colhoun

I have been very intrigued about how exactly I can 
make a sustainable business in the art world, and 
have tried to make a business selling my artwork 
and doing commissions. Despite this, I have still 
had trouble creating an online presence along 
with issues identifying my demographic. Every 
speaker who talked to us helped my understanding 
immensely on this topic, due to all of their 
experience, even though two of them were still 
students building a portfolio. I gained an in-depth 
insight into the world in which I plan on working 
when I get older, and have learned many skills 
which will definitely help my artistic ventures in the 
future. Sarah Efobi

As someone who is studying Art and Media, and 
would like a career in that creative industry, I found 
it really interesting hearing from a student currently 
studying in Media City. She shared how taking Art 
really helped her succeed in Media, and how useful 
it is to have a creative background. I found this 
very motivational for my Art studies. I also enjoyed 
hearing from people that had started their own 
businesses as I got to know how much hard work 
went into it. I think we all could learn something 
from this talk. Ellie Mort

I found the art talks that we attended extremely 
helpful as I have deliberated about whether or not 
to go to University, and these talk really gave me a 
clear view of how I could pursue art after attending 
University and, also, how I can achieve my goal 
without going to University. The people who talked 
to us also showed the many aspects of art in the 
working world, and how you can make it in the 
creative industries. Georgia Thomas

I really enjoyed 
the talks from all 
of the visitors. 
Matthew O’Brien 
really intrigued 
me and inspired 
me about the 
fashion world. I 
found his story 
very interesting, 
along with the 
other people 
who came. I’m 
grateful that I had 
the opportunity 
to listen to them 
all, and I took 
an important 
message 
away with me 
which is to be 
confident. Abby 
Westerman

I really enjoyed the talks from all of the people that 
came into school. It was very inspirational, and 
taught me that you don’t have to settle for a boring 
job doing what you don’t want to do. If you work 
hard enough you can get a job doing things you 
like, and have fun doing your job. Also, it taught me 
that business can happen everywhere. Matthew 
O’Brien started his business while he was still at 
school, and while everyone was buying hoodies 
that he had made, no one knew they were his 
products. Will Nuttall

creative futures
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     Jackie Hallmark 

During our art lesson on 6th June, 
we had the pleasure of being visited 
by the talented local illustrator, 
Jackie Hallmark. After a morning 
of interesting, enlightening art talks 
in the Lecture Theatre, it was a 
wonderful experience to have the 
opportunity to listen to and interact 
with somebody who is successful in a 
field that I, and many others studying 
art, take an interest in.

Jackie Hallmark is an illustrator 
from Chester who creates original, 
personalised images, which make 
perfect gifts for family and friends. 
She has written, illustrated and 
published her own children’s book 
which reflects her individual and 
unique art style. Jackie has worked 
for nearly five years to get to the 
point she is at now, and represents 
the perseverance and hard work that 
is required to access a career path 
like the one she is following.
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     Jackie Hallmark 
In the lesson, Jackie talked to us 
about various elements of her life 
as an illustrator; she explained how 
she made it her full time job, where 
she draws inspiration from, and the 
process which commissioned art goes 
through before being completed. She 
also explained that an illustration is 
a picture which conveys a message 
or story, and not all illustrations 
have to be aimed towards children. 
Furthermore, she was able to speak 
to students individually about their 
own artwork and a possible artistic 
career path they may be pursuing.

Whilst I may not be interested in a 
career in illustration specifically, I took 
a lot from the experience, which was 
also thoroughly enjoyable. I found 
that it put a lot into perspective- even 
though an artistic career requires 
resilience and a lot of work, it is  
not completely unrealistic and  
can be achieved.

After the talk from Jackie Hallmark, 
our class was put to the task of 
creating our own illustrations, drawing 
from our GSCE project and our own 
personal style. With it being such 

ambiguous homework, there was 
a vast range of artwork across the 
class, however all had a link to the 
Africa project we have been working 
on over this year. To make my 
illustration fit into the project, I drew 
inspiration from the film “The Lion 
King” as well as using pencils to draw 
an African landscape. I think this task 
brought something fresh to our GSCE 
project, as it allowed everybody to 
bring their personal style to the table 
as well as showing versatility in the 
types of art we can create.

Naomi Wallace Year 11 

Our class was extremely lucky 
to have the opportunity to talk to 
Jackie Hallmark and learn about the 
profession of illustration. The books 
and resources that she brought in 
were interesting to read and helped 
us to understand her inspirations, and 
where we could find inspiration for 
our own work. I also enjoyed talking 
to Jackie afterwards about how she 
creates her personalized illustrations 
and the techniques she uses.

Raimi Harrison Year 11

I found the talk from Jackie Hallmark 
very inspirational. She gave us an 
insight of what it’s like to be an 
illustrator and how she got into her 
business. In my opinion, being an 
illustrator looks relaxing, fun and can 
allow you as an artist to be creative 
and have your own style.

Bethan Johnson Year 11

WASHING LINE ART EXHIBITION
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Five Year 12 Students 
volunteered to be sports 
photographers at Chester 
Parkrun on 10 November.

The students got up 
early, braved the cold, 
encouraged the 301 runners, 
and captured some great  
sports shots using zoom and 
35mm lenses.

After the event, their next 
step was to go through all 

of the pictures, in order to 
share the best ones with 
the event organisers so that 
they could then be shared 
with the runners.

In A Level Photography, 
students have to experience 
professional practice, 
and the students who 
participated at parkrun did 
very well indeed with this 
aspect of their course.

     Photography Students Volunteer 

    at Chester Parkrun as

 
    Sports Photographers
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Last term, our A-Level 
Photography group visited the 
studio of a Chester based Portrait 
Photographer Jane Mann, who 
specialises in family and baby 
portraits. Jane set up her studio 3 
years ago and was kind enough 
give us a tour of her workspace 
and provide us with morning and 
afternoon practical workshops.  

During our morning tour, Jane 
showed us her various coloured 
backdrops, baby clothes, cameras 
and lenses and lighting as well as 
a range of quilts, rugs, accessories 
and miniature props she uses in 
her work.

We began our practical work by 
doing some baby photography 
of Mr Hornby’s daughter, Nina. 
Jane taught us the best ways to 
capture perfect shots of babies 
using different poses, lighting and 
camera techniques. 

She showed us her cots, 
blankets and how she has heated 
floors to make sure the room isn’t 
too cold for the babies to ensure 
they are relaxed.

We placed Nina in a cot a then 
took photos of her from various 
angles to capture her, both when 
she was asleep and when she 
woke. We did some shots of her 
on Mr Hornby’s shoulders as well, 
which Jane later edited.

After Nina went home we each 
did a self-directed portraiture 
photo shoot with topics ranging 
from Gay Pride and fashion to our 
relationship with technology.

Jane let us use her equipment to 
get the best possible outcomes 
for our projects.

We really enjoyed the day and it 
allowed us to experience what it 
was like working in a professional 
studio. Emma Cresswell, Tess 
Bowman, Molly Smith and  
Emily Black.

Some quotes about the day: 

“Our hearts melted when baby, 
Nina, was introduced into the 
equation, and we got to use the 
studio along with some of the 
miniature props. What I really 
liked was the fact that Jane Mann 
helped us all as much as she 
could and got very into all of our 
own projects - but at the same 
time didn’t try and steer any of us 
in a direction that we didn’t want 
to go in. It was an insightful and 
enjoyable experience.”  
Tess Bowman

“We spent 
hours experimenting with Jane’s 
industry standard equipment, 
most of which simply could not 
afford at school. This was a very 
valuable experience for us as 
we got a taste of professional 
practise while still being able to 
use equipment we haven’t used 
before. If you are someone who 
is interested in photography, I 
would highly recommend visiting 
a professional photography 
studio. This really helped me to 
understand what needs to be 
done to get into professional 
Photography.” 
Molly Smith

“It gave us the opportunity to 
understand the atmosphere of 
a professional photographer’s 
studio.”  
Emily Black

Jane Mann Studio Trip
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A Life in Engineering 
Stem Talk...
Around 100 keen mathematicians 
from Years 10 to 13 gathered in 
the hall for a careers event on 
28th September 2018. During this 
event, a STEM ambassador called 
Alfie Nield discussed some of  
the practical applications of  
maths in engineering.

He gave a very thorough and 
interesting talk to the students 
about his long career in 
engineering.

Everybody was captivated by 
stories of his experiences- 
particularly his time spent building 
a telescope in high altitude 

Hawaii. Also, Alfie brought in a 
range of items from throughout his 
career which he proudly displayed 
to us. We learnt about many of the 
exciting projects that he’s worked 
on over the years and got an idea 
of what our futures could hold.

Overall, Mr Nield provided the 
students with an insight into the 
busy and varied life of a talented 
engineer. We’d like to thank 
him for giving up his time to 
give a helpful and inspirational 
presentation. 
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A level Biology Field trip to 

Betws-Y- Coed

Tom 
Burns

The field trip was good 
as the outdoor work 

helped me to see what 
was going on around me, 
which has enhanced my 

understanding of the 
ecology topic.

Tommy 
Cowan

The centre was nice; our 
tutor Dan was good & taught 

us well in the both the class room 
and on the field sites. I particularly 

enjoyed designing required 
practical 12 because we had 

choice and were able to 
take ownership of the 

investigation. 

Fidha 
Parottil

This was my first 
time staying away from 
home so I was a little 

apprehensive before we 
went. However, I need not 

have worried because I 
was fine. The food was 
nice and the tutor Dan 

was friendly and he 
motivated us to 

do the work.

 Arabella 
Wagner

I thoroughly enjoyed our  
trip away to Betws-y-Coed.  

The experience allowed us to 
venture through various habitats 

and learn new techniques for 
collecting data. Personally, I was 

most interested in the coastal 
practical work as it allowed 

me to bring out my inner 
Attenborough...

Freya Bowerman
My favourite part of the trip 

was exploring the rock pools 
on Penmon point – I enjoyed 

identifying the coastal species that 
I hadn’t previously seen such as 

luminescent soft orange coral. I liked 
being able to choose , plan and carry 

out my own investigation on the 
last day because I could apply all 
the skills we had learnt over the 

past year to something that 
interested me.
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The Swan - The Magazine from Christleton High School58

Year 8  

Materials 
Testing 
in D&T
The Year 8 and 9 D&T 
Materials students have been 
experiencing a GCSE style 
‘theory’ lesson learning 
about the properties of 
hardness, toughness and 
malleability.  Students 
experimented with a variety 
of different materials during 
the lesson to test for the 
mechanical properties.  
Students commented 
that it was a great way of 
learning through doing!
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GCSE Food 
Practical 
Exam 2018
All GCSE Food Preparation 
and Nutrition students have to 
complete a three hour practical 
exam. This year they had to 
cook food for either a coeliac 
diet or to encourage young 
children to eat more fruit and 
vegetables. Here are just a few 
of the amazing dishes they made. 
Congratulations and thank you  
for your hard work.    

Mrs Kelly
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• BUSINESS 
   • GEOGRAPHY 
      • HISTORY
         • ICT
            • MEDIA 
               • POLITICS

Model 
United Nations 
The United Nations is an 
international organization 
founded in 1945 and 
committed to maintaining 
international peace and 
security; developing friendly 
relations among nations; 
promoting social progress, 
better living standards and 
human rights.

18 students from Years 11-13 attended 
Cheadle Hulme School in Manchester 
for a Model United Nations 
Conference on 6th and 7th  
October 2018.

The classrooms at the school were 
transformed into United Nations 
Committees. Our School was 
representing Australia, Bahrain and 
South Africa. The aim of the weekend 
was to debate through topics ranging 

from Terrorism to the issue of Plastic 
and the use of Chemical warfare.

Students spent the weeks leading up 
to the conference researching their 

country and the topics in order to 
debate with conference. They were 
extremely well prepared and all of 
them stood up to speak in  
the debates.

All students were commended for 
their efforts and their resilience over 
the weekend and are looking forward 
to the next trip.

If you are interested in joining United 
Nations Club or in going on any of 
the trips, please come and see Miss 
C. Olijnyk in Room 15 (History). The 
club will now be open to Years 8-13.

‘It was an incredibly interesting 
experience, daunting definitely, 
however I enjoyed being pushed out 
of my comfort zone and learning so 
much’ Alice Watkinson 11KE1

Model United Nations trip 
to Withington Girls’ School
In June selected Year 12 students 
attended a Model United Nations 
Conference hosted at Withington 
Girls’ School. 

It was a fantastic day with the 
classrooms being transformed 
into United Nations committees. 
Christleton students were given 
Thailand and Myanmar to  
represent. They had to debate 
various issues from the perspective 
of these countries.

The issues in question ranged 
from the issue in Syria to the Issue 
of plastic in the ocean. Special 
commendations were given to  
Robin Fowles and Nick Broughton  
for their excellent debating skills  
in the closing ceremony.
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Edge Hill 
University 
Debate 
Should 16 – 17 
Year old Students 
be given the right 
to Vote?

10 Sixth Formers were given 
the opportunity to visit Edge 
Hill University for an afternoon 
focused around Politics on the 
4th October 2018. 

On arrival, they had a tour of 
the Campus  accompanied by 
a University student. They were 
given the chance to ask about 
life at University and see 
what facilities the University 
had to offer.
 
Students then went into 
workshops, where they had to 
debate over whether or not 16 
and 17 year old Students should 
be given the right to Vote. All 
of our students got involved in 
this and put their points across 
confidently. They worked with 
other Students from other 
schools to plan the debate.
 
After a dinner in the canteen 
at the University, Students 
went into a Lecture Theatre to 
hear the guest speaker, Nicky 
Morgan (MP for and ex education 
sectary) speak on the History of 
Suffrage in the UK and the fight 
for Women’s Rights and a 50/50 
Parliament. Our students were 
then given the opportunity to 
ask her questions.
 
This was a fantastic opportunity 
for the students who attended 
and they were fantastic 
representatives for our school.

      Girls in Computing
Technology is changing our 
world, diversity in computing is 
lacking, with this in mind, the 
BITE Department has ran another 
successful Girls In Computing 
event. This involved 20 Year 
9 girls who spent the morning 
doing a range of computing 
challenges both in teams  
and individually.

Activities ranged from assessing 
driverless cars to future app 
ideas, we were also lucky enough 
to have Mrs Elvey attend, who 
was in charge of the cyber 
security police department  
for Cheshire until she  
recently retired.

The girls loved hearing the exciting stories of intercepting criminals 
and have given them some career options for the future. The 1st prize 
of the day was awarded to Kelsey Hooper and in 2nd place came 
Rebecca Beauchamp – Congratulations girls! We hope these sessions 
will inspire more girls to think about a career path in Computing! 
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Save energy, 
save money, 

save the planet! 
We all know that it’s important to 
save energy, but it’s also not as 
easy as it sounds. We wake up in 
the morning, turn on the kettle for 
a cup of tea, perhaps the television 
and already we have negatively 
impacted our planet. The fossil 
fuels that need to be burned for us 
to enjoy, the little things we take for 
granted from one day to the next, 
are running out; and once they’re 
gone, they’re gone!

Experts think that in 40 years, 
all our oil will be gone and coal 
another 100 years after that. 
Topped with the fact that only 1% of 
energy used in the UK comes from 
renewable sources like solar power, 
we need to act fast.

This year the Geography hot 
scholars will taking a closer look 
at this issue and trying to find 
ways for the school and for you at 
home to save more energy. During 
Earth Hour in March, we will be 
encouraging you to join millions of 
people across the world and switch 
off all appliances to help the planet. 
And in a few weeks we will be 
joining schools across the country 
in our campaign to help cut down 
energy used in schools.

But change must start now, so 
in the meantime, we wanted to 

leave you with a few useful tips 
you can take away to help make a 
difference. And they’re really simply 
and easy to do:

1. Switch off appliances at the 
socket, between 9-16% of energy 
used at home is powering 
appliances left in standby.
 
2. Replace old burnt out light 
bulbs with energy saving versions, 
it could save you money as well as 
being better for the planet.
 
3. Switch to washing clothes in 
cold water, your clothes will be 
just as clean and you won’t have 
used as much energy.
 
4. Choose a shower over a bath. It 
might take 25 gallons of water to 
fill a bathtub compared to just 7 
for a quick shower.
 
5. Lastly, don’t forget to turn a 
light off when you leave a room. 
It sounds simple, but it saves the 
planet and your money!

These are just a few easy things 
you can start doing to reduce your 
impact on our planet. Over the 
year, we will be sharing a few more 
useful tips with you and helping you 
to understand why this is such an 
important issue. But just to finish 

with a fact; over a quarter of the 
CO2 produced in the UK comes 
from the fuel we use in our homes. 
So even if it feels like a small thing, 
by switching off a light, you can 
make a difference!
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United 
Nations Day
Christleton High School 
celebrated United Nations 
Day on 24th October 2018, 
by welcoming in Lt. Col. Mark 
Hughes, who works for the 
United Nations in South Sudan. 

Mr Hughes spoke to the 360 
Degree classes for Model 
United Nations and Extra Mile. 
He gave an explanation as to 
what his role is, what it is like 
to be working in South Sudan 
and how the UN operate in 
the country. Mr Hughes is very 
experienced and was able to 
give students an insight into 
careers in the UN for the future. 

Students were also given 
the chance to ask questions 
afterwards. This was a valuable 
experience had by all, and we 
look forward to welcoming  
Mr Hughes back to visit in  
the future!

Seven Year 9 pupils attended the Plastipak Make It Enterprise 
Challenge in Ramada Plaza Wrexham on Wednesday 20 July 2018.
 
During the day the task was to create, finance, market and prepare 
logistics for a recyclable water bottle and explain the process of 
how they could reward potential customers for recycling it.  
Great leadership, teamwork and presentation skills were  
shown throughout the day.

Business – Enterprise 
Challenge in Ramada

Autumn Term 2018 65



Empowering Women
Engaging high powered women inspiring Year 10 girls
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Empowering Women
Engaging high powered women inspiring Year 10 girls

DON’T HATE

THE MEDIA

THE MEDIA.

BECOME

Get Creative - 
GCSE Media 
Studies 
Coursework
This quote reflects the work done by the current 
Year 11 Media students who are creating their 
own media products based on the coursework 
briefs sent by the exam board.  The coursework 
is worth 30% of their overall GCSE grade and is 
photographed, filmed and edited by the  
students themselves.

Students have created a range of products from 
Lifestyle Magazines and new TV programmes, 
to DVD covers and film posters. This gives 
them the opportunity to use their imagination 
but also requires technical editing skills and 
organisational skills. All of the photos used in  
the products have to be their own as does  
the filming on moving image texts.

Here is a selection of some of their work  
from this year.
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D
ebate C

lub...
On Thursday 11th October the 
motion, ‘Is Socialism Immoral?’ was 
debated between the proposition: 
Mrs O’Hare and Mr Cosstick, and 
the opposition: Mr Rose and  
Miss Russell.

The discourse began with Mr 
Cosstick reciting his team’s opening 
statement beautifully, making 
strong reference to the demolition 
of citizens’ lives under socialist 

regimes in nations such  
as Venezuela and North Korea.  
A strong argument is made by  
the proposition.

This is responded by the 
opposition’s opening statement, 
in which Miss Russell stands and 
begins to dismantle the flaws and 
merits, in capitalism and states 
that socialism forms the basis of a 
progressive society that is needed 
more than ever in today’s world 
where most of the global wealth  
is owned by so few.
 
The free flowing debate begins.  
Mrs O’Hare begins with the 
argument that socialism 
suppresses talented individuals in 
accomplishing their ambitions. Mr 

Cosstick supports Mrs O’Hare’s 
argument in making the sweeping 
statement that socialism is indeed 
legalised theft- and he continues 
by using a colourful analogy about 
Mr Rose and the robbing of his 
wallet to depict what socialism does 
to a nation. A mixture of gasping, 
laughter and clapping erupts in 
the audience in reaction to the 
Libertarian ‘matter-of-fact’ utterance 
vocalised by Mr Cosstick.
 
Mr Rose and Miss Russell sharply 
respond with a comment about 
the mechanical excellence of the 
NHS in the UK as debate chair and 
speaker, Eduardo Simoes, attempts 
to quieten down the ferocious 
crowd. Mr Cosstick wittingly replies 
with the idea that “the NHS was 

Cyberstart Elite 2018

HackingEvent
Cyber Discovery is an 
online ethical hacking and 
cyber security competition. 
After completing a series 
of online qualifying rounds, 
two students - Ben Griffiths, 
Robbie Bradshaw were 
selected to be in the top 200 
participants in the UK, and 
was invited to a two-day  
face-to-face hacking event!
 
THE QUALIFIERS
To be selected to go to CyberStart 
Elite, you first had to complete 
a series of online rounds, which 
involved practical thinking, 
coursework, tests, and immersive 
situations, where you were tasked 
with finding the vulnerability in a 
website. For example, there was a 
round where you had to hack into  
a defence network, or another, 
where you had to decrypt an 
encrypted code.

CYBERSTART ELITE
DAY ONE
The final round in the Cyber 
Discovery program is called 
CyberStart Elite and is a face-to-
face hacking competition, which 
also has talks about network 
security and practical challenges 
such as lock-picking. On the first 
day we arrived and got registered. 
We were given our teams and 
brought into the main event hall. It 
was really dark in there, and they 
had coloured lights lighting up the 
building. We then had three talks, 
including “How I Rob Banks” from 
FC, and “Social Engineering” from 
Redacted Firm.
 
After the talks, we had a break 
where we were given cake and 
plenty to drink. After the break, we 
had the “Hack-a-Bot”, where we 
had to hack a robot arm that was 
in the centre of the building. I can’t 
reveal much, but I can say that it 
took our team of 4 over 2 hours 
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created with Liberalist foundations 
by William Beverage, who was 
himself a liberal”. Mr Cosstick has 
done his Ben Shapiro research I 
think to myself, amused by his US 
Republican-styled response.
 
Mr Rose responds equally as sharp, 
professing that Mr Cosstick and Mrs 
O’Hare have their definitions and 
semantics of socialism completely 
mixed up. Another roar is projected 
from the entertained crowd. Mrs 
O’Hare reals in the facts, stating 
that socialism is immoral as it is 
taking away money that could be 
used for more effective and direct 
purposes through the 160,000 
independent charities.
 
The timer goes off for the end 

of the free flowing debate. The 
questions from the audience to the 
debaters follow. The toughest part 
of a debate in my opinion. I myself, 
dare to question the intellectual 
might of Miss Russell and Mr Rose 
by stating that human nature is 
best pushed through competition, 
not sharing. I am swiftly ‘shutdown’ 
by Mr Rose and Miss Russell as 
they explain to me the inequalities 
in labour payment and the lack of 
provisions for homeless people  
in the UK.
 
Closing statements from both teams 
follow with an elegant summary of 
each of their arguments.
 
The vote follows...
Mr Rose and Miss Russell - (arguing 

that socialism is NOT immoral) - 
won the vote for ‘who agrees with 
the motion’.
Mrs O’Hare and Mr Cosstick - 
(debating that socialism IS immoral) 
- won the vote for ‘who debated 
best’.
 
Although most of the crowd 
believed that socialism is moral, 
there was an impressive proportion 
of staunch opposition to the victory, 
who disagreed with the fairy tales 
of socialism.
 
Overall a fantastic debate, many 
thanks to the staff who agreed to 
debate and give up their free  
time to do so.
 
Nick Broughton 
CHS Debate Club

to finish it. My team came second, 
and only two out of fourteen teams 
finished. Next on the agenda was 
lunch! After that, we were given 
our hackable badges (Which are 
awesome!) and 3 more talks. Then 
we had dinner, and were given 
teams for the ENIGMA challenge. 
Again, I can’t say much, but what 
I can say is that it involved all 
the teams working together and 
solving many different puzzles. 
All feeling tired after our long (but 
amazing) day, we headed onto the 
coach they had provided, ready for 
the trip to our hotel room.

 
CYBERSTART ELITE
DAY TWO
After a short coach journey back to 
the venue, we were given another 
talk, “Blind Hacking” by Chris Dale, 
and learned how to Lock Pick, 
presented by BT (It’s surprisingly 
easy!), we all settled down for the 
CTF (Capture The Flag), a series of 
challenges in which the aim is to 
hack into a system and retrieve a 
“flag”, the team with the most flags 
would win.
 
For the first 45 minutes, Ben’s team 
was 6th. In the next two and a half 
hours, they really put it all in and 

got so many flags that overall they 
came second. It was very tense, 
as in the last minute they were 
winning, but the other team just 
scored in the last 2 seconds.
 
Then it was time for the prize 
giving. Ben’s team won Best Team 
Overall, the prize for which was 
a free SANS course, valued at 

£6,250! They also won the second 
place prize in the CTF, a Binary 
Ninja license £200).
 
Overall, the entire event was 
fantastic and has really made us 
consider a career in Cyber Security. 
It was an amazing and enjoyable 
weekend. 2019 Cyber Discovery 
starts in November 2018.

Year 10 
Field Trip 

Loggerheads
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The whole of Year 7 re-enacted 
the Battle of Hastings on the 
school field on the 23rd October 
2018.  This marked the 952nd 
anniversary since the actual battle, 
which was a massive turning point 
in British History.

Year 7 had spent the first half term 
in their History lessons learning 
about the events of 1066. They 
had all been given the task of 
creating their own shields at home 
to be used in the re-enactment, 
which looked fantastic on the day! 

The year group also spent some 
History lessons practising the 
different battle strategies and 
techniques in order to ensure  
that they were fully prepared  
for the battle.

On the afternoon of the battle, 
Harold Godwinson (Mr Rose) met 
his troops, who were the Saxons 
(acted out by 7BA1, 7BA2, 7BY1 
and 7BY2) on the Junior Yard 
and addressed them with an 
inspirational speech. William Duke 
of Normandy (Mr Cosstick) also 
did the same to his troops, 
who were the Normans 
(acted out by 7LA1, 7LA2, 

7KE1 and 7KE2). 

They then marched around the 
school to the school field, where 
the battle was to take place. There 
were some great banners and 
lots of chanting by both sides. 
The two sides fought furiously 
throughout the afternoon, which 
saw advances of cavalry and  
infantry from the Norman army 
and a strong shield wall held out 
by the Saxons.

Eventually Harold was shot with 
an arrow in his eye and the Saxon 
army were too weak to hold 
against the Normans and the 
battle was officially over. When 
the battle was over, Mr Stenhouse 
rewarded those who had given an 
exceptional performance with a 
special knighthood.

This was a fantastic afternoon 
had by all. Well done to Year 7 
Students for their enthusiasm  
and fantastic performance at  

the battle. 

Also to the History Hot Scholars 
and Year 9 Students who acted as 
archers and helped to organise 
the two armies.

We Tweeted some of the pictures 
from the Battle and even got a 
retweet and reply from Historian 
Dan Snow and from English 
Heritage, making our Battle a 
national success!
 
“I really enjoyed the Battle of 
Hastings re-enactment.  The 
feeling of marching into the battle 
made me think of a real battle.  
The best bit mation when  
they threw paper balls at us.”  
Jasper Scheuber 7BY2
 
“The best part was getting into 
formation like a shield wall  
and a tortoise.” Lewis Lumb 7BY2
 
“It was fun because everyone 
looked like they were having fun 
and everybody was a part of it 

and I learned so much.”
Emily Wynne-Jones 7BY2
 
“I enjoyed everything but 
it helped me learn more 
about the battle.  Also it was 

so much fun.” Laura 
Krzyzanowska 7BY2

            Year 7 Battle of Hastings 

Re-enactment
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E N R I C H M E N T
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At only 19 years old, Aimee 
Thomas shot to the public eye 
when her Instagram fashion 
modelling career sparked 
the attention of the online 
community. Since claiming her 
place in the spotlight, she has 
used her platform to inspire 
warriors across the globe to 
join her in a battle to end the 
mental health stigma once 
and for all. 

The work she has done 
to educate young people 
around the topic continues to 
pave the way for a brighter, 
more accepting society. 
Despite this, there is still a 
long way to go, and Aimee 
shared what she believes to 
be the next steps in fighting 
stigma in modern society with 
AURORA’s editors. 

It is very easy to forget 
that influencers like Aimee 
can come from a place of 
deep personal struggle 
themselves. After facing 
the crushing pressure of 
the glare of publicity, she 
shares that there were points 
in her journey where her 
mental health was so bad 
that she almost gave up on 
everything. Although she 
now believes herself to be 
stronger because of her 
past, she reassures us that 
mental illness does not define 
who you fundamentally are. 
“The most important thing 
to remember is don’t be 
ashamed of your story,” she 
reminds us, “it will inspire 
who are highly susceptible to 
developing eating disorders 
or other mental illnesses. 
“They present themselves 
as these powerful women 
who have built an empire 
from virtually nothing,” she 
points out, “but rather than 
empowering other young 
women they contribute 
to the risk these girls are 
already facing. It’s extremely 
dangerous.” 

She also acknowledges that 
individuals are not wholly 
to blame for a problem built 
by society. Moreover, she 
explained that the root of 

the problem is ignorance. 
“Big organizations like the 
Government, the NHS and 
Schools need to step up to 
the fact that this is a crisis that 
they need to face.” 

Aimee has taken part in 
multiple campaigns about the 
importance of mental health 
education. She declares that 
she believes a brighter future 
is coming soon. “We just need 
to keep fighting, speak out, 
and remember that mental 
health is an illness like any 
other. The future should be 
stigma free.” No- the future is 
stigma free.”

Aimee’s testament is an 
inspiration to many; however, 
she insists that fame does 
not dictate whether you play 
a part in eradicating stigma. 
Even before she gained her 
large following, she strived 
to vocalise her views on 
stigma whenever she had the 
opportunity. “The complicated 
aspect to the issue is that 
social media is both the cause 
and the solution. I think the 
key is finding the strength 
to disconnect yourself from 
the negativity online and 
instead immerse yourself in a 
community that will support 
you.” Aimee states.  

Whilst she uses her platform 
for good on the daily 
basis, she admits that she 
is concerned about other 
celebrities’ effects on mental 
health. Specifically, she 
mentions stars such as the 
Kardashians, who persistently 
use their social media profiles 
to promote weight loss 
products including appetite 
suppressant lollipops and 
waist trainers. Aimee says 
she feels alarmed about the 
others.”

YOU ARE NOT ALONE 
Model and activist Aimee Thomas on 
fighting stigma in the modern world.

MEDIA STUDIES
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E N R I C H M E N T

Bikeability Cycle Training is designed 
to give young people the skills 
and experience to cycle safely and 
confidently. It is Cycling Proficiency for 
the 21st century and involves cycling in 
both an off-road environment and on 
roads around the vicinity of the school.

Students enjoy cycling and of course 
it brings many health benefits, 
develops confidence and gives them 

independence. Young people who 
have been trained are much safer and, 
in addition, tend to cycle more.

The training has taken place on a 
number of different school days during 
the period January / February 2018.
Level 2: 11 students in Year 7 and 8

Students received a two hour Level 
One refresher in the School grounds 
before being taken onto the roads.  
Level Two takes place on local 
streets, giving students a real cycling 
experience. Trainees learn how to deal 
with traffic on short journeys such as 
cycling to school or the local shops.

Students learn how to: -
• prepare for on-road cycling
• start and finish an on-road journey
• recognise typical hazards
• let others know what you  
  are about to do
• know where to ride on the road
• pass parked vehicles and side roads

Congratulations to those students 
who successfully complete the Level 2 
training.

Pupils from Christleton High School 
have learned advanced cycle safety 
skills thanks to a scheme funded by 
Cheshire West and Chester Council.

Nationally qualified ‘Bikeability’ 
instructors from ‘Cycle Experience’ 
provided Bikeability Level 3 training 
sessions for students in Years 7 and 8.

The Bikeability Level 3 course teaches 
students the advanced skills to tackle 
more challenging roads and traffic 
situations, including busier streets, 
queuing traffic, complex junctions  
and roundabouts.

Despite the typical wintry weather 
conditions, all students showed great 
commitment and enthusiasm to take 
part and learn how to identify and 
manage all hazardous situations. The 
instructors commended them on their 
positive attitude, good preparation  
and enthusiasm.

The Council’s Cabinet Member for 
Environment, Councillor Karen Shore 
said: “Over three weeks a total of 78 
students completed the course and 
achieved Level 3 accreditation.

“This not only means that they have 
learnt some important safety and 
confidence-boosting skills, but also 
that they are now recognised by the 
school as accredited cyclists who can 
put their new skills to work and cycle 
to school in a safe manner. Well done 
and congratulations to everyone.”

Steve Kyriacou, Regional Manager 
– Cycle Experience added: “All 
the students were a joy to teach, 
displaying excellent cycling skills and 
achieving all Level 3 outcomes – they 
were a credit to their school and big 
thanks to everyone involved for their 
superb assistance.”

Pupils 
learn 
advanced 
cycle  
safety skills
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Camping Trip
As a Year 7 myself, I feel that 
camp is a great opportunity to 
step out of your comfort zone and 
try something new. You are never 
forced to do anything but you 
should always try your best in  
each activity.

What happens? 
When you get there, on the first day, all of your 
bags are unloaded from the coaches and carried 
to the sight. You don’t even haven’t to carry them 
a short way! From there, there’s a short walk 
to the campsite where you will be staying for 
the week. A little while later, everyone comes 
together to find out their group, instructor and 
activities for the day. On my first fun-packed day, 
I did: archery, low ropes and Tyrolean (building a 
bridge between 2 trees).

Activities
In forest camp you do many exciting and mind 
boggling activities like…
Raft Building, High Ropes, Nightline (in the day!), 
Team Building, Orienteering, Bush Craft, 
Canoeing, Paddle Boarding, Archery, Climbing, 
A Mini Expedition, Night Activities, Low Ropes and 
Sports&Games. 

For every activity you must arrive 5 minutes 
before the scheduled time just in case of  
late comers!

Mealtimes
All mealtimes at camp take place on site but 
there are a few differences. Breakfast is always 
at 8am sharp, lunch at around 12.30 and dinner 
at 5.45. During breakfast you will also be making 
your own sandwiches for lunch. Every meal time 
is always something different, from bacon and 
beans at breakfast to Spaghetti Bolognese for tea.

Night time at camp
At year seven camp you don’t just have a packed 
day but a fantastic evening too! Some of the 
evening activities include: free time, tuck shop, 
egg drop and of course campfires! Although it 
might not seem late, 10 O’clock is time for bed. 
After all, you will have had a tiring and crazy day 
and then you’ll have to wake up at 7am!

The last day at camp
Believe it or not the last day comes flying by 
at camp. However, in the morning, you have to 
pack all of your bags, clean out your tents, then 
breakfast! My biggest tip is …. the night before, 
just get out Fridays clothes and pack everything 
as you have lots of time at night. After breakfast 
you will make your lunch then go on one activity. 
My final activity at camp was the mini expedition, 
where you find your way around a walk outside  
of camp!

Hannah Mercer 7BA1

FUTURES WEEK
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We had a busy week, speaking lots 
of French and taking part in a range 
of activities both on site at the PGL 
centre and out and about.
 
During their stay, students 
had to compete numerous 
French language tasks, 
such as interviewing 
people in the street, finding 
out information about a local 
town and shopping for lunch in the 
market.  They learnt how to make 
croissants and pain au chocolat 
at a local bakery and visited 
a crêperie to test out their 
ordering skills.
 
We visited the lake at 
Bagnoles sur l’Orne, the 
market at Evron, the 
historic medieval town 
of Fougères and the beautiful 
Mont St Michel.
 
On site, we enjoyed campfires, 
evening entertainment and cooled 
off by canoeing along the river.
 
Our students were a credit to our 
school and clearly learnt a lot from 
the experience.

Year 8 
visit Alton 
Towers

Alton Towers is the UK’s No. 
1 Theme Park! Alton Towers 
Resort is home to Britain’s 
most loved theme park with 
great attractions; ground-
breaking, white-knuckle 
roller coaster rides; special events and much, 
much more. Students were allowed to explore 
the theme park for the day in friendship 
groups.

Bright Futures aim to inspire 
young people, make them 
aware of the opportunities 
available to them, help 
develop the essential life 
skills which build self-
confidence and make the 
most of any situation. The 
mission is for individuals 
to have Bright Futures 
through taking control 
of their own lives. Bright 
Futures programmes explore 
hobbies and interests, 
help identify strengths and 
weaknesses and reinforce 
positive experiences, so that 
young people can grow in 
self-confidence, and have 
a competitive edge and a 
better start in life. 

Year 8 students will undertake an investigation to identify how the glaciers 
of our past have shaped our present. They will visit the stunning Cwm Idwal 
in the Snowdonia National Park and discover the features that have been 
created. They will also investigate the impact the tourism has upon the 
beautiful National Park Village of Betws-y-Coed. Students will be applying 
their Ice Worlds learning and practicing their fieldwork skills. 

University 

Students toured Liverpool Hope and 
Chester University which gave students a 
feel for university life whilst meeting some 
of the current students. 

Visit
VisitIn June, we took thirty nine students from 

Year 8 to Château du Tertre in Normandy.

Snowdonia Trip

FUTURES WEEK

Autumn Term 2018 75



Destination:

In this day of all things space, students took part in a workshop delivered by 
Techniquest where they controlled a robotic arm, designed a circuit system for 
the International Space Station and investigated the best materials to solve 
a carbon dioxide emergency. Students experienced a star dome show during 
which they explored the universe. They investigated the planets in our solar 
system, the life and death of stars and the large scale structure of space were 
out of this world! 

The Great W
ar

FU
TU

R
ES W

EEK
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College Visit
South & West Cheshire College are 
specialist Further Education Colleges, 
offering learning opportunities, 
including Apprenticeships and full-time 
programmes, to young people aged  
14 to 19. 

Students visited both West and South 
Cheshire Campuses where they found 
out about the full-time courses and 
Apprenticeships on offer and took a  
tour of the spiral-shaped building in  
the Ellesmere Port campus. 

National 
Enterprise 
Challenge
The Ryman National Enterprise 
Challenge was a full day enterprise 
programme open to all secondary 
schools in the UK. Working in teams 
of six the students worked on real life 
business challenges, which are set by 
real life businesses. 

Battlefields

• 1

914 - 18 •

The Great W
ar
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Work Experience Week

“I went to Mill View Primary School and really learned 
that I enjoy working with children. I found dealing with 
the reception children fun and it made me understand 
the importance of education in the early years. The 
best thing about the placement was actually feeling 
like I was able to help and make a difference.” 

“My placement at Call-Credit in Leeds was great. I did 
a whole range of activities and jobs, from working in 
the café, to booking travel and appointments on the 
reception desk. I also shadowed the health and safety 
inspector and found out about their procedures in 
case of fire, earthquake or fold. I really enjoyed the 
challenge and the chance to do something  
completely different than school.” 

“Stonegate – marketing and social media management 
was a brilliant place to do work experience. I was 
tasked with seeing if local businesses were handling 
their social media content and campaigns properly and 
also reviewed their sales, revenues and profits for ten 
different businesses. I really learnt the role that social 
media plays in business and how to keep up to date 
with events and marketing. I liked the fact that I could 
wear my own clothes and be more flexible with my 
hours than at school.” 

“Barclays Technology in Radbrooke was a technology 
scheme where groups of students were given the 
chance to see different departments and be taught key 
skills, interview techniques and review client projects. 
I learnt a lot about the different career options that can 
be undertaken at Barclays and also got lots of advice 
on applications, interviews and CVs. The best things 
about the placement was giving a presentation about 
what we had learned and visiting transformations.” 

“For my work experience placement I went to work 
with Red Row who build new homes. I was able to use 
the computers to do 3D drawing in CAD; measuring 
houses to be able to design and make my own house 
to scale. I developed useful skills in CAD and I also 
learnt that I do not want to do an office based job in 
the future as it was not for me. The best thing was 
being shown how computers and technology can help 
in the creation of new house building projects”. 

“I went to Essar Oil’s refinery in Stanlow for my work 
experience. I was able to sit with different workers 
within the company at meetings and was able to take 
part in engineering projects such as stripping a pump. 
I learnt a huge amount about the oil industry and jobs 
within that sector. I got a much better understanding  
of what engineers do on a daily basis and also 
gained lots of information about chemical plants. 
The best thing about the placement was physically 
experiencing a real job and seeing what it was really 
like to work at Essar Oil.” 

- 26th to 30th June 2018
“Work placements have been 
a fantastic success”!

Year 10 students enjoyed a really successful 
work experience week last term and the 
feedback from the employers involved  
has been extremely positive.

Here is what some of our students  
thought about their placements:

Naomi

Alex

Josh

Daniel

Jacob

Oliver

A massive thank you to all the 
companies and organisations that 

assisted and congratulations to all our 
Year 10 students!

Thanks also to Mrs Varley for her help 
in keeping things running so smoothly.
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Careers Information Evening: 
Wednesday 7th November 2018

With over fifty representatives from a vast array of different occupations on 
hand to give individual advice and an insight into what the job involves, our 
sixth annual Careers Information Evening was a great success.

•   Aaron & Partners LLP - Solicitors
•   Airbus - Apprenticeships 
•   AstraZeneca - Research Scientist  
 - Biology - Apprenticeships 
•   Bentley - Apprenticeships 
•   Callcredit Info Group, Software  
 Engineering, IT operations 
•   Careers Advisor
•   Cheshire College South and West 
•   Civil Aviator (Flying)
•   Coleg Cambria                       
•   Detective Sergeant & Serious  
 Crime Investigations 
•   Donald Insall Architects &   
 Construction
•   Edge Hill University             
•   Escalla - Digital Marketing 
•   Fairy Pants - Entrepreneur 
•   Glyndwr University - Psychology
  - Occupational Therapy   
 - Podiatry and Speech & Lang
 - Sports Coaching 
 - Physiotherapist
•   Hair Café - Hairdressing  
 & Beauty Therapy 
•   Homesale & Homelet  
 Estate Agents
•   HR Consultancy &   
 Recruitment
•   Ipsen    
 Pharmaceuticals  
 - Science 
 Engineering 
•   IT/Data Science,   
 Insights and 
 Predictive Analytics
•   Loughborough   
 University 
•   Medicine    
 - Doctor (General 
 Practice)
•   NHG - Interior Designer &  
 Interior Architect 

•   Reaseheath College             
•   RSM Chartered Accountant 
•   Sci-Tech Daresbury    
 - The Innovation Centre, Science,  
 Engineering & Business 
•   STEM     
 - Science Engineering Careers 
•   The British Army
•   The Royal Air Force
•   The Royal Navy & Royal Marines
•   The University of Law             
•   TTE - Apprenticeships
•   UCFB Etihad Campus  
 -  Football   
 Campus 

•   University of Chester   
 - Institute of Policing
 - Psychology
 - Cyber Crime and Online Safety 
 - Health & Social Care and   
 Midwifery
 - Nutrition - Exercise Science   
 - Nutrition and Dietetics 
•   Vets4pets     
 - Vet and Veterinary Nursing

There was a great turnout of students 
from Years 9, 10 and 11 alongside many 
interested sixth-formers and parents. 
This meant a busy night for all involved.

As part of our ongoing commitment 
to raising students’ aspirations and 
encouraging them to think about future 
pathways; the evening aimed to inspire 
students to find out more about the 

career paths available and to meet 
people from a variety of occupations.

Sylvia Wood, our Pathway Careers 
Advisor was also on hand, and was able 
to help with a wide range of general 
and specific enquiries.

Feedback from students, parents, 
governors and exhibitors was 

unanimously positive and many of 
our students left with a real sense of 
purpose and direction about where their 
futures might lead.

Many thanks to Mrs Varley and Mrs 
Rees-Hughes for all their hard work in 
organising and ensuring the success 
of the night. The following were 
represented on the night:
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Work Experience: Monday 24th to 
Friday 28th June 2019

• The last week of June is Work 
Experience week; this means 
that Year 10 students will be 
off-timetable for the week 
and be able to get valuable 
experience of the world of 
work and a possible  
future career.

• Research continues to show 
that in a highly competitive 
jobs market relevant work 
experience can make a 
huge difference to students’ 
employability. Work Experience 
also helps with future decision 
making about careers; 
students can understand work 
likes and dislikes better, learn 
about an occupation and 
decide whether it is for them. 

• So that students are able to 
gain a placement that best 
matches their interests and 
possible future career pathway 
it is usually best if students 
are able to arrange their own 
placements, with the help 
of parents and any contacts 
through friends or family  
that may exist. 

• A list of some possible 
placement options is available 
on the PATHWAY section of our 
school’s website; this shows 
over 120 different employers 
who have been happy to host 
placements in previous years. 

• In the meantime students are 
encouraged to make use of 
the ‘Search’ facility through 
U-Explore (www.u-xplore.com) 
to find all about the Related 
Job Roles that different 
interests and aspirations can 
lead to.

• The most useful placements 
are those that have some 
relevance to a possible 
future career, so it is worth 
considering carefully what 
is most appropriate. Any 
students who may have 
difficulty finding something 
appropriate should contact 
Mrs Karen Varley on varleyk@
christletonhigh.co.uk, our work 
experience coordinator in the 
school office as she should be 
able to help with making some 
suitable contacts.

• Further details regarding Year 
10 Work Experience will be 
given to students next term 
but it is never too early to start 
thinking about what provide a 
really great experience. 

“Our aim is to ensure that all 
students are given the best start 
for a rewarding future career 
during their time at Christleton 
so they can move on to 
a secure working 
future, whether 
it be at age 16, 
18, 21 and 
beyond.”

Work Experience week is 

Calling all 

Year 10 

only 8 months away!

UCAS 
Conference
On Wednesday 13 June 2018 
the Year 12 students all went off 
to Liverpool University for their 
annual UCAS conference. This 
yearly event provides students 
with an exciting opportunity to 
learn about different options 
available to them after Sixth Form. 

Students…

There were a number of lectures on 
a vast variety of topics ranging from 
student finance to apprenticeships 
in addition to stalls from a huge 
variety of Universities and 
employers. 

Days like this help inform our 
students of the plethora of 
opportunities available to them  
and currently many of the (now  
Year 13) students are pursuing  
these opportunities.

As always, our students threw 
themselves into this chance with 
many making insightful decisions 
based on the information they 
received. 

With the UCAS deadline fast 
approaching many of our students 
have now applied to a University 

course and are anxiously waiting 
to hear back. I would like to take 

this opportunity to wish them all 
the best of luck.

Mr Rose Head of Year 13
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Urban Land Institute
Workshop Event

Students in Year 12 had the opportunity 
to take part in a five-hour Urban Plan 
Workshop Event which took place in  
early November. 

This event was a great opportunity for 
anyone interested in a future career in 
Architecture, Planning, Finance, Marketing, 
or Environmental Management, as well as 
providing useful material for students of 
Geography (e.g. Managing Diverse Places) 
and Business Studies (e.g. Budgeting, Costs and 
Investment Decisions). 

The 52 students involved were mostly 
Geography and Business Studies students, 
but also included anyone else interested 
in these career areas. They were able to 
work as members of ten different property 
development companies to create and 
present tender proposals for redeveloping a 
city centre site. 
A team of facilitators and industry experts were 
on hand to help students understand the many 
complex factors, often in tension with one another, which 
shaped their creative and financial response to the tender brief. 
The event culminated with each of the ten teams giving a formal 
presentation to a panel of these industry professionals. 

After a closely fought contest the winning team was declared 
as Forming Futures, who go on to enjoy a special prize trip to 

London during the summer term. 

Congratulation to the winning students: 
Daisy Baker, Jessica Burns, Leah Ogunyemi, Imogen O’Neill and 
Olivia Pittard-Wheeler

This is the fourth year our students have had the 
opportunity to take part in this event. Last year’s 

winning team was made up of the following six 
students: 
Lotti Parry, Mollie Garnett, Megan Fowles, Hania 
Arthur, Danielle Lukins and Jasmine Pinkard

Their prize was an all-expenses-paid trip to London, 
visiting the Norman Foster-designed City Hall, adjacent 

to Tower Bridge for a winners’ lunch event, followed by 
an afternoon’s sight-seeing. 

Here’s what Lotti Parry (now in Year 13) thought of 
the experience: ‘We thoroughly enjoyed the Urban 
Plan day; we had to work in groups to problem-
solve and design a new city thinking about lots 

of variables like social and environmental factors.  
We developed lots of great skills that has enhanced 

my CV and UCAS application and it was amazing to 
finally win the trip to London.  We got the opportunity to 

network with leading business consultants and architects 
and then see the sights of London!  It was a great day!”

Many thanks to the Urban Plan team for providing such a 
fantastic opportunity for our sixth form students.

Mr A J Francis
Assistant Headteacher
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The importance of 
informed choices 
Young people need good quality careers information 
and advice and support with making their decisions.  
Research and inspection findings suggest that too many 
young people are still ill informed about the subjects, 
qualifications, grades and experiences they need for 
careers and higher-level studies.

in year 8 and 9

The process of helping young people to choose well 
involves empowering them to develop and test their 
personal career ideas and explore alternative routes 
to achieving their goals.

Part of their development during Year 8 and Year 9 is 
the choosing of their GCSE subjects and these will have 
an effect on the careers they wish to do in the future.   

Preparing for GCSE Options
Students should consider these factors when choosing 
their options:
• What they enjoy or might enjoy - making choices 

for the right reasons. 
• What they dislike or might dislike
• What they are or might be good at
• What interests or does not interest them
• How an option may help them in the future
• What options are available
• The places involved
• Any extra costs – for example, for field trips, visits 

and study materials.
• Some students make choices based on things that 

aren’t so smart. For example, choosing a subject 
just because their friend is doing it. But that means 
making a choice based on what’s right for your 
friend instead of what’s right for you. Friendships 
come and go over the years anyway, and the 
consequences of your choices will last longer than 
a lot of your school friendships. Choose what’s 
right for you and your future.

• Choosing a course because of who teaches it is 
risky. A great teacher can make a big difference 
to how much you enjoy that subject and how 
well you do in it. But your favourite teacher 
might change jobs, take a career break, move to 
another school, or retire. And if there are two or 
more different sets in your school for your chosen 
subject, you might end up in a set with a different 
teacher.

Are you considering  
going to university? 
If so, for some degree courses they will need A-levels 
or equivalent in particular subjects. That might mean 
they have to study those 
subjects for GCSE. They 
probably won’t know at 
this stage what they want 
to study at university. But 
if they’ve got some ideas 
about what they want to 
do, it makes sense to find 
out about university entry 
requirements so that they 
keep their options open.

Might they do a science-related 
course at college or university? 
There is a lot of competition to get into courses like 
medicine, dentistry and veterinary science. If they are 
thinking about applying for one of these, or a science 
subject at a top university, then it makes sense to do 
triple science at GCSE, if they can. They will study 
biology, chemistry and physics in greater depth than if 
they were to do combined science. This will prepare 
them well for the science A-levels or equivalent 
qualifications that they will need to do in the  
sixth form.

How can I keep a 
wide range of  
options open? 
If they don’t know what they 
want to do then it’s usually 
a good idea to keep their 
choices quite varied.
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• Do you want to choose a 
creative subject? Art, design, 
drama, dance or music could 
give them the chance to do 
something that is different 
from the more academic 
subjects.

• If I drop a subject now, will I 
be able to take it up again in 
the sixth form? Sometimes it 
is possible to study a subject 
in the sixth form without 
having done  
it at GCSE.

 

So how can we help 
them?

Help them to consider 
their career ideas.
Encourage and help them 
to review and reflect 

on what they already know, and 
prepare them for building new 
understanding.  For example help 
them to think about what they 
already know about their options 
in education, training and work 
and what they like and dislike 
about them.

Help them to  
research options
Help them access a 
wide range of careers 

information including ICT-based 
resources.  Websites can be found 
on the school’s website. Set up 
opportunities for them to carry out 
projects and investigations so that 
they can see if their ideas about 
these options are accurate  
and complete.

Extend their  
career ideas
Illustrate how students 
can escape stereotypes, 

broaden their horizons and 
achieve their aspirations. 
Introduce them to examples of 
individuals who have broken 
through barriers. Where to find the 
Local Market Information on job 
shortages and new careers  
(www.icould.com)

Use discussion to  
help them adjust  
their self-image
Provide students with 

individual support to deal with 
unrealistic expectations and the 
effects of chance and competition 
on choice. Support them to 
make compromises and attitude 
adjustments so that they can 
maintain a positive and realistic  
self-image.

Support them to 
identify the options 
that motivate and 
interest them

Help them to identify the careers 
ideas, subjects, activities and 
roles that interest and motivate 
them and in which they have 
ability. Offer practical examples 
of the ‘return on investment’ 
from different career choices. 
Run activities that help them to 
develop the social and coping 
skills they need to turn their 
dreams into reality.

Help them to rank their 
career preferences
Help them to sort out 
their alternatives in 

order of importance so that they 
become more focused  
without closing down  
any opportunities.

Help them to estimate 
the likelihood of 
entering a career

Help them to develop realistic 
aspirations. Support them in 
assessing supply and demand 
and how they might fare in the 
competition for places. Build their 
knowledge of the tactics that will 
help them to get to their preferred 
destination.

Support them to 
investigate and plan 
different routes to the 
same career goal

Help them to explore all their 
options and identify those that 
offer them the best chances of 
success.

Encourage them to  
test the realism 
of their ideas

Encourage them to take part 
in taster activities, visits, open 
days, enterprise activities, 
visits, open days, enterprise 
activities, work experience and 
other opportunities designed to 
allow them to have contact with 
‘experts’ who can help them check 
if their ideas are realistic or not. 
Help them to review the outcomes 
and adapt and adjust their plans 
as necessary.

Prompt them to 
justify their ideas 
and plans

Arrange for them to present their 
case to others and explain why 
they should be allowed to pursue 
their present ideas and plans.

Hopefully with research and the 
above information they will be 
able to achieve their goals.

Thank you for information from: 
Which Way Now? 
www.icould.com 
Higher Ideas programme.

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

6.
Exa

m
 C

er
tif cates

Exam Certificates 

are available to collect 

at the Exams Office. If you are 

unable to collect your certificates 

in person, we can give them to another 

family member living at the same address as 

you, if they bring photo ID and proof of address.

A younger sibling who attends Christleton High 

could also collect certificates on your behalf.

If you would like another person who does not live 

at your home address to collect your certificates, 

please send a signed letter to the Exams Office, 

in advance to authorise this. This person 

would also need to bring photo ID, (e.g. 

driving licence or passport).

Thank you 

Exams Office

7.

8.

9.

10.
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Rugby
Year 11 
were 

first 
up in 

September 
and were joined by Bishop 

Heber, Upton and Brine Leas as 
well as the hosts. With a squad of 
just 11 players, two matches were 
played with the addition of some 
spare players from other schools 
and one – the most successful – 
was played as a small sided 11 vs 11. 

After a promising start to their 
opening game against Bishop 
Heber though, Keiye Williams – the 
man who accidentally hospitalised 
somebody with a collision on the 

top of their head last year – felt 
tragedy strike himself. A trademark 
run with the ball was met by a 
heavy challenge and an awkward 
clash of legs as both players strode 
towards each other. The outcome 
was a broken tibia and left Keiye on 
crutches for several weeks. Losing 
their star man led to dropped heads 
and narrow defeats to both Heber 
and then Upton. 

A final flourish against renowned 
rugby school Brine Leas was always 
unlikely, but as Mr Clark carried 
Keiye off the field to get taken off 
to hospital, he was able to see 
2 tries from the Michaels, both 
Twist and Ozoemelam. Pace had 
undone the organised defence on 
a big pitch, and Christleton pulled 
off a dramatic draw against the 
pre-tournament favourites. Rory 
Faulkner the best performer of  
the day for his constant effort  
in the tackles.

The following week, Year 10 turned 
up only to be told that no other 
schools would be attending. No 
matter – the result was a friendly 
match between Christleton and 
Tarporley that would turn into a 
classic. Borrowing 3 Tarporley 
men to make a full 15, Christleton 
made a poor start as it was obvious 
the newcomers were not keen to 
put in the required hard tackles 
against their own mates. Finding 
themselves 3 tries down, a few 
changes were made including the 
additional players and things soon 
picked up. 

The opening half term of the 2018/19 academic   
   year saw all year groups from 7-11 go to Tarporley   
   for their annual Rugby Festival, and Christleton 

were the only school to attend all 5!

Good SportsGood Sports

Year 11

Year 9 in action

Continues overleaf...

Year 10
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Good SportsGood Sports Cross Country
English Schools Athletics Association 
Cross Country Cup Round 1
The weather stayed fair for the first 
race of the season at Walton Hall 
Gardens in Warrington. Each race 
having 70 runners on a grassy and 
wooded course. 

Teams of girls and boys for the 
Junior (Year 7 & 8) and Inters (Year 
9 & 10) arrived and nervously 
warmed up. The Junior girls 
were off first. Ruby Carlile came 
across the finishing line first for 
Christleton, 20th in her race. All the 
Junior girls completed the race in 
good spirits, finishing 9th overall.

Next out were the Junior boys, 
another fantastic effort with Aidan 
Higgins, 10th leading the team of 
6 into the finishing funnel closely 
followed by Tom Wilde (14th). A 
good 6th position overall.

A strong inter team of 6 
girls lined up, eager to get 
underway. Sophie Grainger 
attacked the course finishing 
first for Christleton and 5th 
overall. A determined effort 
by all the girls with a final  
9th overall.

The 4 inter boys nervously 
lined up. Isaac Tait took 
an early lead and finished 
the course in first place, a 
fantastic race. Henry, Ted 
and Daniels all ran a steady 
race giving the team and 
overall 5th place.

In both the boys and the girls 
competition the top 20 (District 
qualifying) and 5 (County 
qualifying) positions were up for 
grabs, so competition was high 
to represent the district and get a 
county team place.

The boys cross country teams 
visited Bishops Heber for their 
event. In the Junior race Ted 
Bolton, Henry Robinson and 
Charlie Fletcher ran a good race. 
For the inters Isaac Tait had 
another clear win leading the 
course and clinching victory.

The girls event was held at 
Christleton, both girls teams 
finished 2nd overall Ruby Carlile, 
Anna Beauchamp, Evie Davi and 
Claudia Burbage for the Year 7 
Minors team. Sophie Grainger, Jodi 
Bemand, Stephanie Jones, Abbi 
Vaughan-Richards, Abbie Shaw 
and Kathryn Gornall made up the 
Junior team.

A total of 9 students will represent 
the district at the Cheshire 
Championships event in February 
2019 and 4 students have been 
invited to represent Cheshire  
in December.

Mrs Humphries

Chester and District Cross Country
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Year 8 in action

Harry Brookfield’s pace and power 
were a constant threat down the 
wing, and joy came as tries began 
to arrive for the yellows. Towards 
the end of the game, tiredness 
crept in and tackles were getting 
missed meaning tries were being 
scored all over the place. The 
match ended a very close 5-6 
defeat, with Liam Lewis-Jones 
named the best performer for his 
defensive efforts.

Year 9’s were next to travel, 
and proved Christleton’s most 
successful year group of the term. 
2 convincing 4-1 wins against 
Upton and Catholic High showed 
confidence was high, the boys 
displaying the kind of intensity 
that saw them win every match 
as Year 7’s with the Chester and 
District competition still running. 
Daniels Jerjomins – player of the 
tournament – was causing havoc 
with his blistering pace that nobody 
could keep up with, scoring try 
after try. Tarporley managed to 
scrape a 3-3 draw, before a tired 
performance against Bishop Heber 
saw them defeated in their  
final match.

“Simple rugby” was perhaps the 
best way of describing the Year 
8’s efforts a week later. With man-
mountain Jake Mayers at the centre 
of everything, ably supported by 
other giants Harvery Jenkins and 
Joe Inglis, this Christleton side 
took some stopping when they 
got going. The size and strength 
of these 3 runners, particularly 
Mayers, proved too much as they 
literally walked over Tarporley 
in their first match. Abbeygate 

were a much more organised 
opposition and moved the ball 
extremely well in all areas, but still 
faltered when the big men came 
running. Christleton should and 
would have won the game but for 
early celebrations when Mayers 
had run through almost the entire 
Abbeygate team – only to drop 
the ball over the line! The final 
game was a closely fought contest 
against another Tarporley lineup, 
where the backs and defensive 
players were called upon more. 

Thomas Duffy, Alfie Clark, Dan Cakir 
and Owen Jones were spreading 
the ball and making big tackles on 
much bigger players, but even they 
couldn’t stop a pacey Tarporley try 
machine from winning the game.

Finally, Year 7 made the journey 
to Tarporley to also be joined by 
Bishop Heber and Upton. A strong 
and promising performance was 
on display for their first ever rugby 

fixture, and despite narrowly losing 
each time, good tries were scored 
in every game. Isaac Capes and 
Owen Currie were picked out as 
top performances for great running 
and consistent tackling. This team 
have much potential and room for 
improvement. Watch this space!

For anybody interested in rugby – 
boys AND girls – get yourselves  
to training!

Wednesdays after school for boys, 
Fridays after school for girls. See 
the Extra Curricular Activities 
sheet on the school website under 
Newsletter / Student Weekly 
Bulletin for more details.

Qualified coaches are here to 
deliver quality sessions to get you 
enjoying rugby, and we are always 
looking for more players!

Year 7

The Swan - The Magazine from Christleton High School86 Autumn Term 2018



NETBALL
U16 Chester & District Netball

Under 15s Cheshire County 
Netball Tournament

On Saturday 6th October the U16s 
competed at the Cheshire Schools 
Netball tournament at Winsford 
Academy. The pool for the U16s 
consisted of five other teams; Grange, 
Lymm, Wilmslow, Congleton and Helsby. 

The first match against Grange was a 
constant battle between both teams. 
On the final whistle, Christleton had 
managed a two point lead, winning 8-6. 
Up next was Lymm, Some of our best 
Netball was played during this game 
and the girls went on to win 13-6. 

Our third match was against Congleton. 
The game was very close from the 
off-set and at every given chance goals 
were being scored from both teams 
from their centre pass. The game 
finished 7-7.

Up next we faced Helsby, our biggest 
rival. The girls were fired up for this 
game having being beaten by them last 
year. The game started well, we were 
tight defensively in the first half but 
during the second half we made a few 
mistakes which Helsby took advantage 
off. The final score was 9-7 to Helsby. 

In the final match, Christleton faced 
Wilmslow. Frustrated from the previous 
game the girls picked themselves 
up and approached the court with a 
positive mind set. The game was won by 
Christleton, 9-8.

The overall results were calculated 
and on the day Christleton successfully 
finished 3rd in their County!

U16 Cheshire 
Schools Netball 
Tournament

On Tuesday 2nd October 
the U16 played in their 5th 
Chester & District Netball 
tournament at Kings. In the 
last four years the squad 
have successfully won this 
tournament every year 
making them one of the 
most successful teams in 
Christleton.

During the tournament, 
Christleton came up against 
five other schools in the 
district; Queens, Catholic 
High, Bishops Heber, 
Abbeygate and Bishops 
Bluecoat. The girls played extremely well together and as a result 
successfully won all five matches with their biggest win being 14-2 against 
Catholic High.

An outstanding achievement for the U16 squad who have now won this 
tournament consecutively for the last five years. Well done girls! 

The girls arrived bright and early at Winsford Academy on a cold October 
morning wrapped in blankets and dressing gowns but in positive spirits 
ready for the competition ahead. 

U15s competition was split into two groups with Christleton drawing 
Bridgewater, Kings Macclesfield, Wilmslow and Knutsford in their group. 

The girls got off to a flying start with 
wins against both Kings Macc and 
Knutsford however, Wilmslow and 
Bridgewater came down to close 
matches and although the team were 
beaten in both they managed to gain 
additional points for a high scoring 
loss. This meant that after a tense few 
minutes working out goal difference the 
girls narrowly proceeded onto 
the semi finals. 

Excitement began to grow 
and with only the Grange 
in their way the prospect of 
getting into the final began 

to feel real. Unfortunately, after a really close fought semi the 
Grange proved too strong for the U15s and they pulled away 
with an 11-8 victory leaving the girls to take 3rd place out of 10! 
Although they were disappointed I am really proud of the girls for 
their positive attitude and approach to the tournament, well done. 
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FOOTBALL
It has been 
another busy and 
successful term 
for Christleton 
High football 
teams, with 
small sided cup 
final successes, 
cup games and 
fixtures against 
international 
touring schools. In 
just twenty school 
days in October 
a staggering 19 
football fixtures 
have been played.

All the players that have 
represented the school have 
been a credit to themselves 
and to Christleton. We have 
received lots of praise and 
positive feedback from 
opposition managers and 
teachers and from officials 
and referees.

Christleton has enjoyed 
cup game and final success 

in both Cheshire and 
Chester and District Cup 
Competitions.

Champions
Year 7 boys were victorious 
in the Chester & District small 
sided cup competition hosted 
by Abbey Gate College. 
The Sixth Form team were 
Runners up in the same 
competition. 

The successful Year 11 
boys also won the Chester 
& District small sided cup 
competition, both these 
tournaments were hosted by 
Kings School.

National Cup 
Competition
In the National Under 16 
Girls Cup Competition, the 
combined Year 10 & 11 team 
overcame a strong team 

from Helsby to progress to a 
second round fixture against 
Weatherhead School, Wirral 
in November.

Cheshire Cup 
Competition
In the Cheshire Cup 
competitions, the Sixth 
Form boys team are looking 
forward to a local derby 
fixture against Kings School 
in the second round after 
defeating Neston.

The Year 11 team are 
anticipating a third round 
fixture against the winners 
of Bishop Heber and 
The Grange School after 
progressing past Ellesmere 
Port Catholic High and 
Queens Park High School.

Football, football and more football!

Year 11

Year 7B
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In the Under 16 Girls Cup 
Competition, the combined 
Year 10 & 11 team have 
progressed to a second round 
fixture against Leftwich School 
in November.

Chester 
& District 
Competition
Year 8, Year 9 and the 6th 
Form teams are now all 
looking forward to second 
round fixtures in the Chester 
& District Cup Competitions in 
November after a successful 
start to the competition. 

International 
Tours
Teams from Year 7, 9 and 
11 all acquitted themselves 
extremely well and should be 
proud of their achievements 
as Christleton High School 
continue to host international 
touring schools from Sydney, 
Australia and teams from the 
USA. All of the games were 
well matched and highly 
competitive and provided 
a great experience for the 
players to play against 
opposition with different 
cultures and styles of play. 

Cook Cup
The sixth form was divided 
Year 12 v Year 13 this month 
as the annual Charity game 
took place for the boys 
football teams.

The game was eagerly 
anticipated and played in 
a competitive manner, the 
Year 13 team made their 
experience count to end the 
day as Champions.

Year 12 & 13

Year 7

Year 12 & 13

Every Friday morning before school, 
staff and students of all abilities 
wake themselves up with a 20 
minute jog around the block. The 
weather this term has been amazing, 
we have watched the sun rise as we 
follow the canal and meander across 
fields in the local neighbourhood. 
We welcome anyone to join us, 
please meet at the changing rooms 
on Friday at 0730. You may even 
spot our own Santa Dash on the last 
Friday before Christmas.
 
The Running Club Team

RUNNING
What better 
way to start 
the day?
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      Christleton Sixth Form 
What are you 
waiting for?
Join us at our Open Evening.
Thursday 17th January 2019
17.45 - 20.00

01244 335 843
www.christletonhigh.co.uk


