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Christleton 
Help 
And 
Referral 
System

What is CHARS?

CHARS stands for Christleton 

Help and Referral System

We understand that there is a lot of 

pressure on our young people and 

that it can be hard for them to share 

concerns and worries with parents, 

teachers and even sometimes friends. 

However we also recognise that it is 

vital that they get the help and  

support needed.

CHARS is a way of safeguarding our 

young people and allowing them to 

access support online and through 

referring to appropriate staff.

Students can access 

the system via a tile 

on the intranet page 

in school.

This takes them to 

a home page where 

they can select an 

issue that they may 

be dealing with 

such as bullying, 

wellbeing issues or 

physical abuse.

Each issue is explained and a number 

of self-help steps are recommended 

to be followed which includes links to 

websites with strategies and support.

Students can then report a concern to 

their Head of Year or the Safeguarding 

Team using an online referral system. 

Students can report a concern about 

themselves or a friend.

We felt that it was important to develop 

this system as a response to requests 

made by students via the school  

council to have a way of contacting  

staff confidentially. Assemblies  

have taken place to explain to  

students how to use the system.

Lynsay Lawson & Rachel Harding 

Safeguarding Lead
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I find it hard to 

believe that we are 

coming to the end of 

the Autumn term – it 

is the longest term 

of the academic year 

at fifteen weeks, 

but it seems to have 

flown by. It’s been 

a great term, and 

I’ve been delighted 

with the calmness 

and atmosphere of 

helpful co-operation 

between all our staff 

and students which 

enables purposeful 

work, great learning 

and a strong sense of 

community to prevail.

The term started with a celebration 
of the fantastic achievements of our 
young people in Year 13 and Year 
11 in their summer examinations.   
It was wonderful to watch them 
receiving their results with all their 
hard work coming to fruition. We 
are delighted that so many of our 
Year 11 students have chosen to 
stay with us in our Sixth Form, 
together with nearly 40 students 
from other schools; it is our largest 
enrolment into Year 12 for a 
significant number of years.

When the data checking took place 
earlier in the term, we saw that 
our results put us at the top end 
of our expectations with a GCSE 
Progress 8 figure of +0.37. This 
means that on average, students 
in Year 11 achieved a third of a 
grade more in every GCSE than 
similar students across the country; 
this value added outcome is a 
great testimony to the hard work 
and dedication of all concerned, 
students, staff and parents!

The term also saw the 
beginning of secondary 
school education 
for our 224 Year 
7 students 
and what an 
excellent 
start they 
made; now 
fully fledged 
members of 
the Christleton 
family. I am 
really pleased to 
see how well they 
have settled in and 
participating in the many 
activities on offer to them. 

The school has undergone a 
programme of refurbishment. All of 
the corridors and many classrooms 
have been re-painted, with new 
carpets laid, new furniture and over 
100 new lockers in place.  I am 
pleased to report that the new lift to 
the Art corridor is now operational, 
providing disability access to upper 
floors. We are very grateful to the 
Marjorie Boddy Charitable Trust 
and the Ursula Keyes’ Trust in fully 
funding this particular improvement 
in our infrastructure.

Unfortunately, we are experiencing 
ongoing issues with the new 
external cladding on some 
sections of the building. You may 
have noticed that some of the 
brick cladding has come away 
from the fascia. Whilst there are 
no safety issues, it has left us 
with an unsightly façade.  We are 
negotiating with the contractor and 
manufacturer to rectify the situation.

Despite this, the school is looking 
really smart, a modern, bright and 
positive, teaching and learning 
environment for our students  
and staff.

One of the frustrations 
expressed by parents 

in the parental 
survey held 

earlier in the 
year, was 
the lack of 
information 
about what 
we do on a 
daily basis. 

Many parents/
carers find the 

transition from 
primary school, 

where they are 
perhaps more involved  

       Headteacher’s    

 Report
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with the daily school life of their 
children, to secondary, as daunting 
as their children do!

There can seem to be a 
detachment from their child’s daily 
life, because of the complexities of 
secondary school. I am determined 
to break that barrier down.

I firmly believe that education is 
a partnership between school, 
student and parent/carer and 
that when we work together, we 
can achieve so much more. In 
that respect, we are determined 
to improve our systems of 
communication between  
school and home.

The weekly Headteacher’s Blog is 
a first step. In the new year, I will 
also be hosting a series of ‘Meet 
the Headteacher’ coffee mornings, 
to provide parents/carers with an 
opportunity to pop in for an informal 
chat, to share concerns and ideas 
about school life in general.

I would also like to mention our 
Twitter and Facebook accounts, 
both of which are used as vehicles 
to communicate with you and to 
celebrate the incredible talents of 
our students. If you have a Twitter 
or Facebook account, please do 
follow us. However, any enquiries 
or concerns should still be directed 
to the enquiries email address 
(enquiries@christletonhigh.co.uk), 
rather than through social media.  
You can also follow me on twitter  
at @HeadteacherCHS

The opportunities afforded to 
our students, go way beyond the 
classroom and this term has seen a 
huge variety of activities that build 
the cultural capital of our students. 
I have highlighted many of these in 
my weekly Blog, but as a reminder:

• Year 12 - ‘Freshers Fair’

• Young Enterprise

• Duke of Edinburgh 

• EPQ

• Revision workshops

• UCAS workshops

• Visits by our local MP and 
representatives from UN 
mission to South Sudan

• 27 curriculum trips including  
to the theatre, Cadbury,  
Toyota and many more!

 

Our commitment to the arts and 
creative subjects remains at the 
heart of what we do; there are 
many pressures on schools to 
narrow the curriculum and focus on 
the core subjects and the EBacc.

We take great pride in promoting 
and enhancing the creative 
elements of our curriculum, whether 
it’s ‘Washing Line Week’ when 
every Art student in the school will 
have a piece of work displayed in 
the school Hall, to the DT exhibition 

displaying students’ coursework, to 
our wonderful school productions.

These are the things that build 
character, these are the things 
that are not measured in league 
tables, or data, but to us, are just 
as important at the academic 
outcomes we achieve, and will 
continue to be at the heart of 
our offer to our students, so that 
they can become well-rounded 
individuals, with an appreciation  
of their role in a multi-cultural 
modern Britain.

The CHSA plays a key role 
in school, not only providing 
refreshments for school events, 
but also organising social events 
such as the BBQ and earlier this 
year, the 60th Anniversary Ball. The 
team need more volunteers to help 
run these events, which raise vital 
additional sources of income for 
the school; money that in recent 
years has paid for new bike parks, 
photographic equipment, wellbeing 
training for students and additional 
seating and tables for the canteen. 
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If you can spare some time to help 
out, they would love to hear from 
you.  Please contact Mrs Rachel 
Rees-Hughes in the school office 
(reeshughesr@christletonhigh.
co.uk)

At the time of writing, Year 11 Mocks 
are to take place in December. 
These are a vital staging post in the 
preparation for the ‘real thing’ in the 
summer. The ‘mocks’ fully replicate 
the processes and procedures of 
the actual exams, and will help 
students acclimatise, hopefully 
reducing their anxiety levels. They 
are also crucial in helping staff  
and students understand what  
still needs to be done in the  
final months of the year.

We have also seen, this term, the 
launch of the Duke of Edinburgh 
expeditions. We have one of the 
largest Gold cohorts we have 
ever had, with over 60 students 
signing up. Bronze and Silver 
awards also have large numbers 
attending. I wish them all well in 
their endeavours, and you will see 
reports of their progress throughout 
the rest of the year. 

Our students have performed 
exceptionally well in a range of 
sporting activities this term. Ciara 

McNicholas and Aoife Higgins went 
to Budapest in October to compete 
for Wales in an international gym 
competition.  They competed in 
‘acro trio’ and came second  
– well done to both students!

The Sixth Form boys pulled off and 
amazing 10-1 win in the first round 
of the Cheshire Cup. A fantastic 
display of teamwork and motivation, 
working hard right up to the end in 
a determined effort to get to double 
figures.  Well done lads!

Our Year 7 football team have won 
3 of 3 matches so far this year, 
scoring a total of 26 goals in the 
process! They face Bishop Heber in 
the 3rd round of the National Cup 
in November. The Year 8 boys also 
scored goals galore as they beat 

Bishops’ Bluecoat 9-0 to reach the 
Quarter Final of the Chester and 
District competition.

Year 8/9 Girls Football team are 
also into the 3rd round of the 
National Cup after a late 2-1 win 
against St Hilda's C of E school, 
and they also agonisingly finished 
runners up in their 7-a-side 
competition as they lost the  
final 1-0 to the very last kick of  
the game after a brilliant 
performance all tournament. 

During the term we have welcomed 
several new members of staff. In 
English, Mrs Connell has joined as 
maternity cover for Mrs Bradshaw 
and Mrs Aura has joined the RS 
department as maternity cover for 
Miss Binyon. Joining our support 
staff is Mr Owen who will be part 
of out site team. In the New Year 
there will be several changes in 
the MFL department, when the 
new head of department, Mr Herd, 
will be joining us.  This means 
that Mrs O’Malley, who has been 
acting head of department, will be 
returning to her role as assistant 
head of department and we will be 
saying farewell to Miss Jones who 
has been with us this term as cover, 
we thank her for her work and 
wish her well in her future career. 
As well as welcoming several new 
members of the teaching staff, we 
also welcome a new governor in 
Dr Kathryn Melling. We wish them 
good luck in their new roles.

The financial position of the 
school remains stable; we closed 
the last year with a small surplus 
and have a balanced budget 
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D P Jones Headteacher

for the year ahead. The 
financial outlook however, 
remains tough, despite the 
public proclamations from 
government about extra 
funding per student. We are 
committed to protecting our 
core purpose: teaching and 
learning, but it’s fair to say 
that things are not easy in 
the present climate.

Our school remains an 
incredibly vibrant place with 
much activity and enrichment 
supplementing the academic 
diet of our students.  Many 
of your children will have 
benefited from the variety of 
extra-curricular activities run 
by the school, and supported 
by our team of volunteers, 
and I thank them for their 
commitment to our school.

To finish, I believe the school 
is in a brilliant position 
with significant capacity to 
improve further.  It is a lovely 
place to learn and work.   
The last day of term is 
Thursday 19th December, 
and students finish at 12:40.

Can I take this opportunity to  
wish you a Happy Christmas,  
and send my very best 
wishes for the New Year.

Edulink One allows our parents  
and carers to communicate and 
access information about their  
child in one place.

All new parents will have 
automatically received a password. 
If you have not received an email or 
would like to access Edulink One, 
please contact us at  
edulink@christletonhigh.co.uk

Further information can also be 
found on the 'Track My Child' 
section of the school website.

We have received some fantastic 
feedback from parents already 
utilising Edulink One. Initially, 
it was introduced as a way of 
communicating lesson monitor 
scores with parents but has so many 
more additional uses and benefits, 
which we are looking to make the 
most of over the coming months.

Many parents and carers  
currently use Edulink One to  
look at attendance, behaviour  
and achievement points and  
we are looking to provide  
even more information.

We are moving towards a paper 
free report system and in January 
we are trialling the production of 
electronic reports only for Year 7, 
which will be available through 
Edulink One. Currently, interim 
reports are published on Edulink 
One a few days after paper copies 
are sent home. We would value 
your feedback on your experiences 
of reporting and recording once the 
interim reports are available.

A record of any detentions that 
have taken place will also be made 
available; in future staff will record 
all lunch and break detentions.

xIn addition, Edulink One allows 
teachers to attach work when 
setting homework and this will  
make completion far easier for 
students. We appreciate that  
there are currently many IT  
systems that both parents and 
staff use and we are looking to 
streamline as many of these as 
possible over the coming year.

Given how much information is 
available via Edulink One, it is 
vital that all parents and students 
register as we anticipate that this 
will be our main communication  
tool with you in the future.

It is also vital that the school holds 
correct email addresses for all 
parents and carers, so please 
update your personal information 
via Edulink One.

We strongly believe that providing 
you with more information about 
your child's attendance, homework 
and behaviour is key to ensuring 
the very best outcomes.

Mr K Smith Deputy Headteacher

1
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Could YOUR CHILD be entitled to 
Free School Meals? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In a typical month here are 
the Top Twenty Main Meals 
that students can enjoy if 
they choose: 

Top 20 
Tasty 
Meals 
1. Stir Fry Beef with Hoi 

Sin Sauce
2. Mediterranean Chicken 

Pitta
3. Chicken & Spinach Balti
4. Cod in Batter
5. Tomato & Lentil Lasagne
6. Butternut Squash 

Enchiladas
7. Roasted Vegetable 

Roulade
8. Stilton, Leek & Potato 

bake
9. Five Bean Chilli
10. Oriental Noodles in 

Sweet Chilli Sauce
11. Firecracker Chicken
12. Homemade Burger
13. Roast Turkey
14. Meatballs in Pepper 

Sauce
15. Mixed Bean Goulash
16. Red Pepper Quiche
17. Vegetable Cottage Pie
18. Tomato & Aubergine 

Layer
19. Piri Piri Chicken
20. Roasted Vegetable 

Enchilladas 

A lot more families qualify for Free 

School Meals than you might think!
The main advantage is that students are credited 
with £11.25 a week to spend in the School 
Dining Hall on whatever they choose; this is the 

equivalent of £2.25 a day, which adds up to over £400 a year…or 
over £2,000 over the course of five years at school. 

Students receiving free school meals can choose whatever they 
wish up to the value of £2.25 a day.

Free School Meals includes an Additional Free 

Breakfast: -
Students receiving free school meals at Christleton High School 
can also choose an additional free breakfast each day. The 
school provides a popular breakfast service for all students, from 
8.15 am to 8:35am. If your child would like a free breakfast, they 
simply need to use the Cashless Catering system in the canteen. 
£1.10 of credit will automatically be added to their account to be 
used in the morning up until 8.35am, and can be used to purchase 
cereal and milk, orange juice, toast, or a breakfast bap.

Confidentiality: -
Our ‘cashless catering’ fingerprint-scanners mean that no other 
students or catering staff are aware of who receives free school 
meals, and who does not. This reduces any possible chance of 
your child being treated differently; very often a reason why some 
parents do not wish to register.

Meals available: -
For each day’s credit students can choose from: -

• Grab Bags of Sandwiches or Pasta Pots with a drink and snack

• Breakfast Baps, Wraps, and Fruit Pots

• Baked Jacket Potato with Filling

• Daily Selection of Paninis, Pizzas and Hot Pasta Pots

• A Two-course meal, including a hot main course
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  Free School Meals

How Do I Register?

The Cheshire West and Chester 
website gives you all the details. 
The registration process is not 
within the school area; we are only 
given an updated list of names, 
with no details or any criteria 
provided to us.

www.cheshirewestandchester.
gov.uk/residents/education-and-
learning/school-meals.aspx 

If your child goes to school within 
the Cheshire West and Chester 
area, is up to the age of 16 or goes 
to a school Sixth Form, you may be 
able to claim free schools meals for 
them.

Do I qualify for free school meals?

You may qualify if you are a parent, 
guardian or carer and receive one 
of the following:

1. Income Support (IS) or you are 
a student receiving the benefit 
in your own right

2. Income Based Jobseekers 
Allowance (IBJSA)

3. Income-related Employment 
and Support Allowance

4. Support under part VI of the 
Immigration and Asylum Act 
1999; or

5. Child Tax Credit (but not 
Working Tax Credit) and have 
an annual income (as assessed 
by Her Majesty’s Revenue & 
Customs) that does not exceed 
£16,190

6. The Guarantee element of 
State Pension Credit 

7. Working Tax Credit run-on - 
paid for four weeks after you 
stop qualifying for Working  
Tax Credit

8. Universal Credit

9. Children who get any of the 
above benefits in their own 
right (ie they get benefits 
payments directly, instead of 
through a parent or guardian) 
can also get free school meals.

10. You can also claim if you are an 
asylum seeker.

How you and the school will be 
notified that you are entitled:

If successful, your claim should be 
processed the same day. A letter 
of entitlement will be issued to 
you. The school will be notified of 
each child on the morning following 
the day the claim was processed. 
Claims cannot be backdated. Your 
claim will be renewed automatically, 
as they are periodically reviewed.

Claim free school meals online:

online.cheshirewestandchester.
gov.uk/CitizenPortal/formPortal.
aspx?form=3_1_2_10fsm_apply

Where else to find help: 

• Email: Benefits@
cheshirewestandchester 
.gov.uk

• Telephone: 0300 123 7021, 
Monday to Friday 8am to 7pm

• By post: Revenues and 
Benefits Department,  
PO Box 187, Ellesmere Port, 
CH34 9DB

Collect or hand in forms/
documents: At most of the 
Cheshire West and Chester offices 
you do not need an appointment 
to hand in forms. Staff will check 
and copy your documents and 
return them to you straight away. 
You don’t need an appointment to 
collect a form.

Helping  
The Hospice 
of the Good 
Shepherd 

When Mr Stenhouse announced 
in January that he intended to 
retire from Christleton High School 
as Headteacher in the summer, 
students decided to do something 
very special to mark the occasion.

Mr Stenhouse has always felt that, 
following the care given by the 
Hospice to his late wife during her 
illness and subsequent passing, 
thirteen years ago, he and his family 
continue to feel indebted to the 
Hospice for their support through a 
particularly difficult time.  

As a result, students raised an 
amazing £4,000 in aid of The 
Hospice of the Good Shepherd.

The Student Council discretely held 
fund raising activities from January 
of this year and were pleased to be 
able to inform Mr Stenhouse and 
the whole school community, of 
their accomplishments, at the end 
of term.  

Commenting on the donation, Mr 
Stenhouse said:

“I am deeply touched by the 
generosity of the students and am 
really impressed by the work they 
have done to raise the money for 
such an excellent cause.  

In particular, I want to thank Nung 
Sirisot, Year 11, for leading the fund 
raising throughout the school.

I sincerely hope that the money 
raised will go some way to allowing 
The Hospice to continue to provide 
the love, care and support that they 
do for many other families at such 
difficult times.”

The picture shows Nung Sirisot 
and Mr Stenhouse presenting the 
cheque to Justin Caroe, Fundraiser 
for The Hospice, on Thursday 22nd 
August.
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Our surprise venue was at St David’s Hotel. It was very unique  

and modern. Our entrance to the venue was laid with red carpets  

and photographers were at the front snapping our photos - it made  

us feel really welcome. Everyone was looking smart and glamorous.

The night went by so fast. We danced the whole night (even the  

teachers!!) A definite highlight of the night was the photo booth.  

We even ended up using all of the paper!

Prom is something everyone should go to because after all our  

hard work for our GCSE’s it was great to be able to celebrate our  

5 years at Christleton High School surrounded by friends.

‘Prom was really special 
and one of the best 
experiences ever!!’
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A group of 4 students, Eleanor Hollywood, Sophia Marks, Grace Tittershill & 
Jack Robinson, on 18th October, went to The Kings School with Mrs Sweet 
to go to the Junior Stretch and Challenge Event. The Junior Stretch and 
Challenge is based on 4 different topics which included interactive  
activities and debate.

The first activity was a lecture called, Justice, Truth, Beauty and Maths. 
Here is a quote which describes the meaning of all of these equalities, 
“Punishment is widely accepted and practiced to achieve ‘justice’. Children, 
adults, institutions and even whole countries can be punished in the name 
of ‘justice’. But what is justice and does it exist?”

This session explored the difficulties of achieving agreement about justice 
and ask what was the point of punishment, and what was it supposed to 
achieve. We also used contemporary examples to illuminate the complexity 
of other areas such as human knowledge, beauty, maths and art. 

Our second topic was called ‘Do animals feel pain and is it ok to kill and eat 
them? During this topic we were randomly put into 20 groups, mixing all the 
schools who attended together.

In our groups, we were given 9 questions to share our opinions on, after 
some discussion we all gathered and shared our findings. We then fed back 
to the whole lecture theatre and, came to a conclusion where the majority 
of us agreed that animals feel pain to some extent and that we should not 
do experiments that aren’t health or research based e.g. cosmetic products.

The third topic was about Genetics, Epigenetics and Transhumanism. This 
was about who we are and why we act the way we do. We learnt that we 
get a lot of our likes, dislikes and personality from our genes some of the 
genes don’t always show through.

One of the experiments used was on rats. One of the rats cared for its child 
while the other didn’t. When the child rat grew up, it acted the same as its 
parent. This showed that a rat’s actions is based on its genes. In the next 
test, the rat children switched families and the child grew up and acted like 
the rat that raised it, not its biological mother. This was a very interesting 
session that got is thinking about the ‘nature vs nurture’ debate.

Last but not least, schools were given the question on whether they believe 
that science has replaced God. To start off the debate, an adult started to 
say about how we believed that God had made the earth. Then we found 
out about the big bang theory and that changed people’s belief, however, it 
wasn’t just up to the adults to talk as they asked the children to share their 
opinions in front of the group.

Somebody from every school came up and told a side of the story. 
Viewpoints put forward included, “no it has not because many people 
believe in God and God gives them faith that there is life after death and 
good in all so it may not exactly be true yet it is helpful”. Whereas other 
thoughts included, “yes it has because the religions were made along time 
ago and it has been proven in other ways that make more sense including 
science. It was a really interesting debate to end a long but fantastic day! 

Junior Stretch  
& Challenge 

Event
at The  

Kings School

Teacher’s Pets
Teachers’ pets are beginning to look 
a lot like Christmas. Not only are the 
staff and students looking forward to 
Christmas but so are our pets. Read 
the Swan to find our fury friends:

1. Mr Jones’s dog Jasper enjoying 
playing in the snow. 

2. Miss Lowe’s dog Sweep. He is 
16 and a half years old and he 
is a cross between a Springer 
and a Cocker Spaniel. He likes 
swimming, cups of tea and 
getting plenty of cuddles in his 
old age! His favourite song is 
currently 'Paradise' by George 
Ezra. 

3. Mrs McNally’s french bull dog 
Gennady is looking forward to 
Christmas this year. He loves 
curling up by the fire after a belly 
full of hypoallergenic treats or 
causing chaos with his festive 
toys. Who can resist a squeaky 
sprout!

4. Miss Hallam’s dog Barney is all 
snuggled up ready for a white 
Christmas. 

5. Miss Davies puppies looking very 
sweet. Miss Davies has a 7 month 
old brown Border collie called 
Lucie and she loves playing with 
my parent’s collie Meg who is 1. 
When they get together they are 
as thick as thieves and love to 
chase each other around! 

6. Hector is the Miller family pet (Mr 
Miller and Miss Woolley). He's a 
real Mummy's boy and follows 
Miss Woolley wherever she goes 
but it's Mr Miller who has the 
most photos of him. Loves a good 
walk, likes to paddle, but HATES 
swimming...he's fallen into the 
River Dee and the River Thames!!! 

7. Mrs Wong’s lovely girl Mouse is 
all snuggled up ready for a white 
Christmouse, doesn’t she look 
fabulous in her dress? She will be 
watching White Christmas on TV 
after Christmas dinner. 

8. Our very own Comfort Dog, Ted 
the Norfolk Terrier, is dreaming 
of a white Christmas, where he 
can play in the snow and then 
go Rockin' Around the Christmas 
Tree! 

9. Christmas would not be complete 
without a Christmas donkey, Mrs 
Johnson, in the office, is pleased 
to introduce her donkeys Fluffy 
and Alice. Fluffy and Alice love 
Christmas especially all the treats! 

Wishing you a very Merry 
Christmas and Happy New 
Year from all the Staff and 
their fury friends.
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CHSA continues to go from 
strength to strength, and last 
year has been no exception. 
We supported several school 
events throughout the year 
including the Christmas, Spring 
and Summer concerts, the 
Open Mic night, the Musical 
productions and the Year 7 
BBQ, to name but a few. 

The reason for all our efforts is 
simple - raising funds for new 
equipment and enhancements 
that improve student’s learning 
opportunities, and providing 
some ‘little extras’ that really 
can make all the difference. 

We at CHSA are very grateful to 
all our volunteers who give their 
time to support us in person 
throughout the year at events. 
But there are other ways you 
can help CHSA - including 
Employer Match-Funding 
schemes, Your School Lottery, 
the 200 Club and the Christmas 
Raffle. Every penny raised by 
CHSA goes to support our 
students, as you can see on the 
following pages. We need your  
help to make that difference. 

Rachel Rees-Hughes 
CHSA - Chair 

A very busy year for CHSA 
 Christleton High School 
 Association

On 
Saturday 13th 

July 2019, CHSA 
hosted a Fundraising 

Dinner at Christleton High 
School, to celebrate the end 

of the school’s 60th birthday 
year.  

Some 100 guests turned out in their 
finest attire to celebrate the academic 

anniversary in style. The evening was a 
huge success. A delicious three-course 

meal was prepared by Mellor’s Executive 
Chef and his professional team, which 
was served by some of the school’s own 
students, who would have given more 
experienced waiting staff something to 
worry about.  
 
Entertainment was provided by the 
fantastic On The Mark Youth Theatre, who 
performed a selection of numbers from 
their upcoming production of the Magical 
of the Musicals.  

Attending the event were parents 
of current students and alumni, 

celebrating the school’s successful 
journey though the last six 

decades. Guests returning to 
the school included several 

former staff members 
who have been part 

of the school’s 
60-year 

journey, 
including 
former Head 
Phil Hodges. They 
were joined by current 
staff members and school 
Governors.  

“It was a lovely evening with 
parents, friends of the school and 
the local community to commemorate 
Christleton High School’s 60th 
Anniversary,” commented Head Teacher 
Mr Stenhouse, after the event. “It was 
good to see our students volunteering 
on the night, with entertainment provided 
by On the Mark Youth Theatre. I was 
delighted that the event, organised by 
CHSA, raised over £2,000.”  

Additional funds were raised on the night 
through the well-supported Raffle and 
Silent Auction. The wonderful selection 
of prizes had been donated by a wide 
range of local companies, to whom 
CHSA is very grateful.  
 
The night drew to a close with music 
and dancing. Guests made their 
way home with new memories 
of a school, 60 years young, 
that is providing the very 
best opportunities for 
its students, with the 
continued support 
of CHSA.

Website  
www.chsa.org.uk

Email  
chairofchsa@ 

christletonhigh.co.uk 

Facebook  
www.facebook.com/

ChristletonHighSchoolAssociation

Twitter  
@ChristletonCHSA 

 
 

“Thank you 
to the CHSA 

for our three 
new 3D printers! 

Not only have they 
been appreciated 

by the Design and 
Technology department 
and their students, but 
they have also been 
extremely helpful for the 
Science, Technology, 
Engineering and 
Mathematics club - 

who have recently 
entered a national 

competition that 
is very based 

around the 
three-

dimensional 
printing and 
designing of 
products. The 
entire school has 
benefited from this 
gracious donation 
as, with technology 
becoming increasingly 
more advanced, it’s 
wonderful that we have 
the opportunity to use 
cutting edge tools like 
these.”
 
Rosie Broughton & 
Kathryn Gornall 
Year 10

Fa
nt

as

tic
 fu

ndraiser to celebrate Christleton High School’s 60th anniversary
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“The Art 
Department 

is very grateful for 
additional resources 

provided in the last 
round of CHSA funding.  

 
The donation of an extra 

camera, and good quality 
lighting will allow us to now 

deliver the following: · increased 
flexibility in A Level Photography 
photo shoots · photography in 
simultaneous lessons · fashion 
photography in A Level Fine Art 
· student experience of a new, 
more up-to-date Nikon camera 
model All of these possibilities 
were desirable prior to receipt 
of our new pieces of kit, and 
now they are a reality. We are 

able to set up shoots in two 
locations at the same time, 

share cameras between 
two classes more 

adequately, and our 
Y12 Fine Artists 

are building 
up to    

a 
fashion 
photography 
module. It is 
highly desirable that 
students remain up-to-
date with new equipment, 
and our most recent Nikon 
DSLR camera, awarded by 
CHSA, allows our students 
to use and understand new 
camera settings and functions.  
 
In addition to the photographic 
equipment that CHSA has given 
to the Art Department, we are 
very grateful also for a very 
good quantity of basic and 
specialist paper cutting knives. 
These knives are allowing us to 
develop our three-dimensional 
work and the contemporary 
skill of paper cut art work. 
Bravo and thank you 
CHSA!”

Mrs Ruth Pritchard 
Head of Art 
Department 

 
“Firstly, 

we watched 
some videos 

on how to deal 
with a young infant 

choking, the videos 
showed as real life 

experiences that anyone 
could have been through.  

 
We watched ‘heart start’ 
and it really helped 
the understanding of 
CPR. After watching the 
documentaries, the class 
and I had a go ourselves 
on a dummy.  

 
Mr Hollywood 

demonstrated how 
to do CPR before 

we tried doing 
it ourselves, 

the 

lesson 
was really 
fun and it 
taught us about 
real life situations. 

When we were doing 
CPR training for infants 
and small children we 
looked at and watched 
‘heart start’ videos to learn 
about how to mouth to 
mouth, etc. So now I know 
how to save a baby’s life.
Mr Hollywood’s CPR lesson 
really helped me and now 
I know what to do when 
someone is choking.” 

Rebecca Efobi 8BA1  
& Jemima Maynard

“During 
the summer 

term of 2019, the 
history department 

received the fabulous 
news that we were 

successful in gaining funds 
from the CHSA to purchase a 

set of chrome books. Even for 
the teachers the chrome books 

have been incredibly useful as 
they now offer us opportunities 
to work together more effectively, 
adapting department documents 
and spreadsheets during meetings 
and sharing valuable information as 
we develop new ways of working.  

The greatest impact has however 
been on the students themselves. 
They have really helped individual 
students who have suffered 

injuries to their hands to help 
ensure they can access their 

studies in every lesson while 
they recover. In addition 

to this, the fact that 
the chrome books 

are now much 
more easily 

available 
also means 
that it has also 
helped individual 
students who require 
regular use of chrome 
books in lessons. 
 
Year 12 and 13 students 
who study politics have also 
enjoyed the flexibility of being 
able to research up to date 
political case studies as well as 
coordinate group presentations. 
Isaac Wild commented that 
“The chrome books meant my 
A-Level politics class could have 
students presenting ‘google sheet’ 
documents that we had made in 
class during that lesson.” With 
Euan adding that they “really 
helped to speed up group work.” 
Thank you to our CHSA in 
supporting us with purchasing 
this really valuable 
resource!”
 
Mrs Jen O’Hare  
Head of History 
Department

Fa
nt

as

tic
 fu

ndraiser to celebrate Christleton High School’s 60th anniversary
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“Star Cloth and Follow Spot dazzle at school performances”

 
 

“For our 
previous school 

production of Annie, 
we had a really nice 

backdrop; it was a black 
cloth and had little lights 

on that looked like little 
stars. It was so great to have 

this because it really set the 
scene and made the stage look 

really pretty, like a night sky 
full of stars. We think this really 
made the scenes look perfect and 
complete. The star cloth was a 
great addition to the set in Annie. 
It added so much to the show 
and made it lot more realistic. We 
are really lucky to have amazing 
sets and the star cloth will give 
us so much more flexibility to 

be able to do future shows 
and make them just as 

great. We are so grateful 
to have the funding to 

help enhance the 
shows every year. 

Thank you 
CHSA”

 
Lily 
Rackham & 
Grace Monaghan  
Year 8

“New LED spotlights hit 
the mark “Thanks to the 
CHSA’s investment in new 
followspots we’ve been able 
to step up the quality of the 
lighting for the school shows. 
The new lights have a much 
brighter LED light source making 
them quieter and more power 
efficient as well as meaning they 
can change colour. They can 
also be controlled remotely in 
time with the rest of the lighting, 
making it much easier for the 
team of younger followspot 
operators to get stuck in. 
We are very grateful to the 
CHSA!”
 
Oliver Hynds & Robert 
Bradshaw  
Year 12

Employer Match Funding

 
Did you 

know that 
many companies 

offer employees the 
chance to boost their 

fundraising efforts by 
‘matching’ the money they 

raise? Does yours?  

At CHSA, we are always 
looking for new ways to help 

the students at Christleton 
High School. Match funding is a 
simple way you could help CHSA 
raise funds to help them, with the 
help of your employer.  

What it means is that your 
company could pledge to 
match a sum of money that 
you have helped CHSA raise 

– in effect doubling the 
money CHSA has to give 

Christleton High School 
and its students. 

Many of our local 
employers 

support 

match 
funding 
schemes – 
here are just a few 
examples: 
Bank of America, Marks 
and Spencer plc, Bristol-
Myers Squibb, Lloyds 
Banking Group, Unilever, 
Debenhams plc, Barclays 
Bank, Vodafone, Boots, 
BAE Systems, Merrill Lynch, 
Stagecoach Group plc, Halifax, 
Bank of Scotland, Royal Dutch 
Shell, Tesco plc. 
 
Remember that this list is by no 
means definitive. Why not ask 
your employer if they operate 
a similar scheme? If you are 
interested in donating through 
the match funding scheme, 
please check with your HR 
department and contact 
us at chairofchsa@
christletonhigh.
co.uk. We’d love 
to hear from 
you.

MF
L D

oantion – Kerboodle subscription

The 
CHSA 

provided 
funds to 

the MFL 
department to 

extend Kerboodle 
through KS3, to 
the benefit of all 
language students. 
Kerboodle is the 
digital, interactive 
system currently 

in use for 
GCSE and 

A-Level 

students, 
which has 
made great 
improvements 
in student 
engagement. 
Weaving this 
into the KS3 
curriculum will 
ensure continuity 
throughout 
the school. 
Additionally.

3
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Armistice 
Commemoration 
2019

On 11th November, at 11.00am, 
our students from the RAF cadet 
force (CCF), participated in 
the Armistice commemoration 
parade here at CHS. The morning 
began with us all outside doing 
re runs of the parade and also 
checking that uniforms were 
well presented and in pristine 
condition for the occasion.  

At the start of the service I 
noticed that the school field  
was abundant with both staff  
and students who along with  
the cadets observed a two 
minute silence whilst the last  
Post and revile was played by  
our very own Mr Ryan (student 
music teacher).  

It was resounding that the whole 
school became captivated by 
the importance and poignancy of 
the occasion, particularly as our 
contingent continues to develop 
and multiply.   The integrity and 
dignity of all involved and the 
overwhelming support of the 
whole school made me feel 
proud to be part of it.

A collection of words from the 
Remembrance Day service at 
Chester Cathedral back in 1989 
still touches me to this day…

“How hateful is the panoply 
of war?” “For reconciliation 
between the nations that all 
people may together, live in 
freedom, justice and peace.” 
“Forgiveness is at the heart of 
being able to reconcile.”

These words humble me and I 
shed a tear, because I feel that 
is what we all should be about.  
That is why I volunteered to be a 
reservist for the RAF cadets. 

 

Flt Lt Ian Hollywood 
Section Commander.  RAF AC
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On Wednesday 26th June, the 
new Year 10 music class were 
met with a celestial challenge. 
They analysed the music from 
Holst’s Planets Suite and soon 
realised one very big omission; 
there is no music for planet Earth.

So began “Operation Earth”, 
where the students had to work 
with their new class to fulfil the 
brief. They had to communicate 
and work as a team of composers 
create a short piece the 
represented planet Earth  
as they saw it.

The results were as fascinating 
and diverse as our world, while 
the students learnt what it was 
like to work with others on a  
joint musical project, to a  
tight deadline.

    Music 
Challenge

Snowdonia
During Futures Week Year 8 had the opportunity to bring their learning 
from the classroom into action, with a trip to the Snowdonia National 
park on an investigation into glacial landscapes and Tourism.  

They visited the stunning Cwm Idwal, identifying Darwins’s Erratic, 
Ribbon Lakes and Corries, using their geographical skills to explain 
how these impressive glacial features were made.  

          They then became geography investigators establishing  
             the impact that tourism has had on the beautiful village  
                   of Bwets-y-coed.
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Places 
of 

worship 
trip

Visit to Liverpool 
Anglican Cathedral

What surprised me?

‘How high the roof was.’  
Kirsty Cowell 8L2

‘That it took 74 years to build 
and it is the largest cathedral in 
Britain.’  
Evie Bebbington 8L2

‘It surprised me how recently the 
cathedral was built (1978) and 
how young the architect was 
(22).’ Isabel Barnes 8L2

‘The cathedral itself is  
absolutely huge, it was  
bigger than I expected.’  
Hinano Thomas 8L1

‘The sheer scale of the  
building made me gasp.’  
Daniel Orme 8L1

 

What did I like?

‘I liked the beautiful coloured 
windows with the different 
pictures. I especially liked the 
Creation window.’  
Holly Suckley 8L2 

‘The stonework, the intricacy of 
it, and the design of the ceiling.’  
Cally Evans 8L1

‘The sheer size showed the  
awe and amazement of God.’  
David Hankis 8L2

What did I learn?

‘I learned that the organ is  
used for worship and has  
10,267 pipes.’  
Hinano Thomas 8L1

‘The sheer scale of the cathedral 
surprised me - the manual work 
that so much intricate carving 
must have required is incredible. 
I liked the ornate designs on  
the stained glass windows,  
and how they can depict  
so many things at once.’  
Loki Konstant-Hambling 8L1

 

Visit to Princes Road 
Jewish Synagogue  
What surprised me?

‘I was shocked by all the vibrant 
colours, it was beautiful.’  
Bethany Mitchell 8By1 

‘I was very surprised when I 
walked into the synagogue, 
the colours and the Bimah 
(the reading desk) were very 
impressive.’ ‘‘It was symmetrical 
on the inside. Everything was 
the same on either side (lamps, 
benches, candles, windows.’) It 
was very beautiful.’  
Holly Alexander-Barker 8By1
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What did I like?

“The synagogue walls were 
beautifully and intricately 
painted.’  
Evan Cox 8By1 

‘We visited a beautiful Jewish 
place of worship. The man 
talking to us was lovely and has 
taught me some new fun facts.’  
Nieve Evans 8By1

 
I think it is cool how men and 
women have their own different 
roles within the religion.‘  
Daniel Cakir 8By1

 
‘I thought the synagogue was 
really beautiful. I loved the use of 
pomegranates in the decoration 
to symbolize the 613 rules in the 
Jewish religion.’ (the number of 
seeds in a pomegranate!)  
Cally Evans 8L1

 
 

What did I learn?

‘That men and women are not 
allowed to sit together in an 
Orthodox synagogue, because 
they distract each other.’  
Emma Bowdler 8By1

‘They keep the Torah scrolls in an 
Ark covered by a curtain.’  
Rachel Lynch 8By2

‘I didn’t know a synagogue has 
an everlasting light. I do now!’ 
Charlie Fletcher 8By1

‘Only boys need to wear 
something to cover their heads.’  
Aleesha Miller 8By1 

‘The person showing us around 
the building explained everything 
well, for example that the Torah 
was written in Hebrew, which is 
written from right to left.’  
Jake Mayers 8By1

I didn’t realize how long the Torah 
was. If the scroll was opened out 
it would be as long as the whole 
synagogue.’  
Reuben Colhoun 8By2

Visit to the 
Metropolitan 
Cathedral of  
Christ the King

What surprised me? 

The Cathedral was surprisingly 
modern, it isn’t how I picture 
a cathedral, but it is full of 
extremely interesting things.’   
Loki Konstant-Hambling 8L1

‘I think it’s interesting that it  
only took 5 years to build.’  
Evie Bebbington 8L2

 

What did I like? 

‘The Catholic Cathedral was 
so large and open, which let in 
lots of light and made me feel 
happy and bright. I learnt that 
this cathedral had many chapels, 
which signified important events, 
people and beliefs in Christianity.’  
Holly Suckley 8L2

‘The circular shape was really 
cool and I liked how calm it felt. 
The architecture was amazing.’  
Harley Luckhurst 8L1

‘The Catholic cathedral was full of 
colour and it felt very welcoming.’  
Fern Goodwin-Evans 8L2

‘I thought that the way the 
windows made the light change 
colours was interesting.’  
Lily Russell 8L2

 

What did I learn?

“More than 2000 people can  
fit in the Catholic cathedral.’  
Fern Goodwin-Evans 8L2

‘In 1933 the architect Edwin 
Lutyens designed a grand 
cathedral for Liverpool, but 
due to sky high costs the work 
was cancelled. A few years 
later a different cathedral was 
designed and completed. Yet 
the old Lutyens’ Crypt below the 
Metropolitan Cathedral can still 
be accessed, giving us insight 
into what Liverpool’s Catholic 
Cathedral could have been. I was 
so intrigued by the Crypt below 
that I waill definitely be coming 
back for a closer look.’  
David Hankins 8L2
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In Futures Week, Year 9 prospective 
Art students were asked to walk 
in the shoes of the stage make-up 
artist and to participate in, and direct 
photoshoots using various items of 
unfamiliar photography and studio 
equipment. These creative thinkers 
were asked to create the character 
of the carnival using a set of make-up 
resources and, importantly, their  
own ingenuity.

The Gatsby Charitable Foundation 
was set up in 1967 and one of 
the areas the Foundation activity 
supports is the Arts. In 2013 the 
Foundation commissioned an 
investigation into good careers 
education and one of the outcomes 
was the set of 8 Gatsby Benchmarks 
which have been adopted by the 
Government. The motivation for  
our work-related Futures Week 
activity was in line with the  
following two benchmarks:

• Addressing the needs of each pupil 
– in our case Fine Art students with 
creative aspirations

• Linking curriculum learning  
to careers – in our case stage  
and character make-up and  
portrait photography

Here’s are some of our students’ 
reflections on their work-related 
experience:

We were asked to use face paints 
to create a carnival make-up look 
on our classmates. This was our first 
task as a GCSE group going into Year 
10. We used bright colours and other 
materials to portray a very dramatic 
and extravagant new person and 
look!  Eloise Jenson

We split into small groups within our 
new Year 10 GCSE class to create a 
carnival themed make-up look on a 
chosen person. Face paints, feathers, 
gems, neon face paints and glitter 
are some of the materials we had to 
use. The activity we did prepared us 
for GCSE Art as well as showing us 
what creative work can be like.  
Elize Selley

 We were put into groups of 2-4 to 
create carnival make up on someone 
in our group. This session helped us 
towards our GCSE Art and gave us  
a taste of team working under 
pressure in a job role.   
Erin McDonnell

   In Your Face
Stage Make Up!

The 
Year 7 students  

had an amazing time  
at the Chill Factore. For  

most it was a familiar  
experience for others it was  

a new adventure. Whilst  
one group accelerated down  
the toboggan run and snowy 

slides, the others had a  
group skiing lesson  
where they could  

enhance their  
skills.
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Our task was to create carnival-inspired make-up in 
groups. We decided to create a dark, leopard-themed 
character to portray the motif of nature. This work-related 
experience will help us towards our GCSE Fine Art.  
Jodi Bemand & Sienna Morris

We had so much fun making and creating an imaginative 
carnival look for a friend. My group focused on two of the 
conflicting personalities of Mother-Nature: sea and fire. 
This was a wonderful introduction to our GCSE course 
and we are really looking forward to our course! If stage 
make-up was our every day job we could imagine waking 
up excited to create something new and extravagant 
all day long. It was a challenge- but one 
we were very happy to take on.   
Madeline Wrigley &  
Molly Evans

We were split into small groups within our 
new Year 10 GCSE group and were asked to create  

carnival face paint with feathers, gems and bright face 
paint! I think that this task was really good because you 
got to express your fun ideas and share them with your 
friends whilst learning about working in stage make-up.  
Shannon Cayeux

In my opinion this lesson will have some great impacts on 
students like me as we discover what we can do if we take 
art to another level. Many people think that art is limited to 
lessons but I think that art can make your future brighter, in 
various types of jobs. Art is the best!   Nicole Govoni

I think it would be really cool to be a stage make-up artist 
as you would get to do all sorts of different types of make-
up depending on the context. You could do things such 
as: natural makeup, gory makeup, glamorous makeup, 
carnival make-up; basically anything at all! That is why I 
think it would be really great to be a stage make-up artist.  
Lily Monaghan

When I first heard what we were doing in Art in Futures 
Week, it didn’t sound like a thing that I would usually 
enjoy, and stage make-up was not something that I would 
naturally choose to do. When we going, though, we started 
to really enjoy it and it turned out to be a great activity. I 
enjoyed it very much with my friends.  Jacob Mullineux

In my opinion I think that being a stage make-up artist 
would be very challenging because of the standards 
required and the pressure of time limits and deadlines. 
However, as a Futures Week activity, this was fun.   
Alex Parry & Louis Jones

4
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Oscar Pepler
I liked camp because 

of the amazing activities 
even when I found times 

hard they encouraged me 
and I kept going, my favourite 
activity was motor boating 
because we got to find out 
how motors work and got to 

steer the boat. Our food 
was also really nice!

Lilly Pilling
At year 7 camp me 

and my dorm got to do 
loads of great activities , 

my favourite activities  was 
raff building and high ropes 
because it was loads of fun 
and we got to learn new 
skills.  We also got to have 

an amazing time around 
a fire and play 

games.

 
Tom Parker

I think camp was a 
very good experience 
with nature and wildlife 
. my favourite activities 
were high ropes and 

the king swing.

Hannah Heydon
When we first arrived, we 

received a warm welcome and went 
straight into activities. My group started 

with raft building with our instructor Richie. After, 
we had enough time for everyone to shower, clean 

and also get to know the people in our dorms which 
I think helped us in activities as it was those people in 

our dorms would be who we would spend the most time 
with. We then had a filling dinner which was then followed 

by night time activities which we could choose from. The next 
day, we got up early and had breakfast. We then headed down 
to the woods where we did archery and high ropes. After, we 
went long boa sailing and it was my favourite activity as it was 
very therapeutic and calming. Next, we did fire building which 
was one of our last activities of the day. Then, we had our 
campfire where we sang, told jokes and played into the 

evening. This was many people’s favourite part as we 
could all relax. The next day was the last one so we 

had two quick activities which were the king swing 
and team building too. Then, we left for the 

coach and left for Christleton. I would say 
it is an overall positive experience.

Thomas Ardeshir 
The YMCA center was nice 

and warm with amazing food and 
comfortable beds. The activities were 

good with a nice variety of them from super 
scary to comfortable, where you were never 

forced to do anything outside of your comfort 
zone but the staff did ask you to. The staff were 
kind, comforting and resourceful  along with 
the YMCA staff the UKMS (made up of Richie, 
Wayne, Bobby, Charlie and Terry) staff did 
a great job of making our stay as good as 

possible and making sure we weren’t in 
danger even though they may have been 

stern. There was also a tuck shop and 
vending machines which were 

good for gifts and sweets.

Those of you with older children in the school will 
know that Year 7 residential has traditionally involved 
camping in either Delamere or Shropshire. Whilst we all 
loved the ‘getting back to nature experience’ this year 
we decided to raise our game!

To help us navigate and support our new 
experience we asked Wayne Forsyth, Sam Taylor 
and the team at UK Military School to plan our 
week. What an amazing week we had!

Students spent 2 nights at the brand new 6 
million pound YMCA Lakeside taking part in 
challenging activities such as King Swing,  
raft building, sailing, fire building and lots 
more. Returning to our en-suite facilities 
certainly helped to ease the strains of  
our physical days.

The food was amazing too! No one-pot wonders 
this time! Breakfast was full English, toast, cereal, 
lunch and dinner were three courses including 
soup. Some belt adjustments needed to be made  
at the end of the week!!

The two other days were spent skiing or in the 
snow park at Chill Factore and bouncing around on 
inflatables and canoeing on the Mersey at Liverpool 
Watersports Centre.

You can read what some of the Year 8’s thought 
of their experiences below but Mrs Sweet and I 
are really excited about going again this year 
and can’t wait to see what new experiences UK 
Military School have planned for us next year!

I would also like to take this opportunity to thank 
all the staff who supported the residential trip 
this year. I am very grateful for all your help and 
support and am very aware that you give up your 
own free time to support such activities. Special 
thanks to Mrs Sweet, Wayne and the team at UK 
Military School.

Watch out Year 7 you’re in for a great time!!

Mrs Monaghan

Seven Go 
      on an 
Adventure
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Hugo Grace
I liked camp 

because of the amazing 
activities even when I found 

times hard they encouraged 
me and I kept going, my 
favourite activity was motor 
boating because we got to 
find out how motors work 

and got to steer the boat. 
Our food was also 

really nice!

 
Daisy Blythin

At year 7 camp we did 
lots of amazing activities, 

my favourite activities was 
the raft building and the high 
ropes. I had loads of fun with 
my year and in my dorm. 

The food was really nice 
and I enjoyed every 

meal.

Laurent Beech
The YMCA centre was nice 

and and comfortable, especially 
the beds. The activities were fun, some 

of which included: High ropes, King swing, 
Raft building, Long boat sailing, Archery, Fire 

lighting, Free time, Team building and a Quiz. My 
favourite out of all the activities was High ropes and 

Raft building. The food was pretty decent. I think the 
hardest thing to do was the Team building because we 
had to work together and I don’t really like working in 
large groups so it was quite difficult. The military staff 
were quite nice if you do what they ask you to do. The 
staff did a good job on making sure we were safe and 
not in danger. In raft building it floated thankfully but 
we jumped in anyway. There was a small tuckshop 

for souvenirs and things to remember Lakeside. 
When we had the campfire we were allowed 

to relax by the campfire, play football, 
go for a walk and more. It was an 

alright experience.

Eva Prince
When we got to YMCA 

Lakeside residential we 
immediately noticed how close to 

nature the whole place was. From the 
canteen windows- the wall was made from 

glass- we could see vast landscapes and 
the beautiful lake reflecting the blue sky. My 
favourite activities were the ‘King Swing’, a 
giant swing hanging from trees that the rest of 
our teammates pulled us up to, and, our final 
adventure, sail boating. The person in charge 
let us all try steering, and sometimes a big 

gust of wind would come and tip the big 
boat on its side! We never capsized, 

however one time we did get a 
bit of water in the boat. I 

loved it all!

Evie Davis
Year seven adventure 

was really fun because we did 
loads of amazing activity’s when 

we were there. The activity I enjoyed 
the most was the high ropes and the raft 

building because we all worked together 
as a team to try and make the raft as stable 
as possible. We also worked as a team 
to row the raft in time with each other, at 
the end we all jumped in to the middle of 
the raft. When we were doing the high 
ropes we had to do a challenge on the 

highest beam, the challenge I had to 
do was huge the beam and roll 

over and hang on to the 
beam with my feet.

Alice Rose
Year seven adventure 

was an amazing experience 
and I got to learn new skills. My 

favourite activity was raft building 
because we worked well together 

as a team and had lots of fun when 
we jumped in. All of the instructors 
where nice and helpful. I also liked 
high ropes as it was very fun and I 

liked jumping of the edge to try 
and hit the ball. It was a really 

good trip and I would go 
again.

Harry Masher
The activities were 

really fun, and they 
included high ropes, sailing, 

archery, raft building, team 
activities and the king swing. 
The food was very good, and the 
staff were helpful. The rooms 
were very spacious and the 
beds were comfy. As a whole 

i would recommend it to 
others and definitely 

go again.

Alex Mcleod
When we first arrived we 

were greeted with a structured 
and organised atmosphere. Our first 

activities were team building and king 
swing. After that we had our first meal, 

dinner. Dinner was chicken burgers and 
fries. The next morning we woke up at 7:00 
and lined up outside at 7:05 .We had breakfast 
and did two more activities. In the evening we 
had a campfire with varied levels of singing 
abilities. My favourite activities were the two 
on the last day, team building and longboat 

sailing. My favourite member of staff 
was Mr Coker because he was fun 

and entertaining so I would 
definitely recommend him.

 
Alex Whitaker

This is are group that I 
went with and this was the 

end of the football game. This 
is my room and the group I did 
my actives with. It was very fun 
at yr 7camp and the things 
we did where good, the 

people where nice if 
you showed them 

respect.
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Ella Hassells
I loved year seven 

camp! My favourite activities 
were sailing and the king swing. 

The time spent together as a school 
was so much fun especially around the 

campfire. It was a breathtaking place to 
stay! We learnt a lot about teamwork and 
what we could do when we cooperated, 
with the UKMS leaders. The food was all 
nice and ,as we were the first to stay, 
our dorms and  canteen/common room  

were  really awesome! I think that 
everyone worked really hard and 

we were able to have an 
amazing residential.

Lilia Ziar
The YMCA lakeside was 

a beautiful site with wonderful 
landscapes, we were very lucky 

to have stayed there and be the first 
ones as well. The activities were all 

amazing but my personal favourites were: 
raft building, king swing, high ropes, and 
sailing. It wasn’t just the place that made 
it enjoyable it was the UKMS that had to 
deal with our not so polite behaviour (at 
the beginning) for 3 days. They got us 

all bright and up for the day and made 
sure are rooms were clean, made 

us change our behaviour for the 
better they deserve a huge 

‘thank you’ from us. 

Jack Williams
On the first day of 

camp I thought it would of 
been one of those regular camps 

like sleeping in a tent but what i 
didn’t know that it was like an army 

camp but it was still fun like high ropes 
was quite high and a little scary also 
archery, king swing, sailing, raft building 
then we had a big campfire  going on 
the teachers had marshmallows and 

we went back to our rooms. On 
the next day our leader for the 

team we went for a run and 
stopped for some 

exercises.

Toby Challinor
I liked the activities 

because the were good 
and fun. The activities are 

that we did were called high 
ropes,king swing,raft building,long boat 

sailing,archery,team build,fire lighting,free 
time and quiz. The food was nice on the 
first night we had burgers and on the 
second night we had meatball, carbonara, 
mac n cheese. The leaders I met were 
called Charlie, Bobby, Richie, Terry 

and Wayne. There was a tuck shop 
and it was small. I will remember 

YMCA lakeside.

Grace Douglas
When we arrived at the 

YMCA residential my group 
went to the king swing so we had to 

pull each other up and then when you 
were at the point you wanted you would 

pull a black leaver and then you would start 
swinging. My favourite activity was either 
king swing or raft building when we were on 
the rafts we played a game called around the 
world so one person would go round the back 
and everyone else would move forwards 
and across and so on. But overall i think 

if i had the chance to go again i would 
and we were so lucky to have the 

chance and experience to go to 
the accommodation.

Sam Baxter
The YMCA Lakeside 

Windermere is an amazing 
place to camp or even stay. My 

favourite activity was High Ropes 
because I really wanted to push myself 

and I definitely did also I liked helping 
people to climb up the high ropes by 
pulling the rope. I also thought that the 
food  was gorgeous and the variety of 
food was really good. My favourite 
experience that I will remember for a 

long time is the campfire because 
we were singing,dancing and 

just having loads of fun.
Thank you YMCA.

Eliana Ashley
The activities I enjoyed 

most were the king swing 
and the high ropes. I enjoyed 

these activities because you always 
had something to do, even when 

you were not swinging or climbing you 
had to control the rope for whoever 
was swinging/ climbing. I also liked how 
the man who was in charge of the sail 
boating let us all have a go at steering. 
The food was nice and there was a 

good selection. Overall I think it 
was a great trip and I would 

definitely stay again.

Natalie Whitlock
I really liked Yr 7 camp. It 

was very fun and we did many 
different activities. One of my favourite 

activities was raft building because we 
had very good teamwork and we got to go 
into the water. The UKMS staff were very 
fun to be around but they were also strict 
when they were meant to be. Although the 
best activity I think was the king swing 
because it super fun and so amazing. On 
the last day I was really sad to go home 

but I really enjoyed it. I hope future 
years do the same things that 

we did and even more.

Alex Barrowcliff
The activities were really 

fun apart from the team 
building which was boring. It 
was a structured camp but the 
instructors were way to shouty 
and annoying when we were 
waking up. The food and 

hospitality were good 
as well.

5
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Year 10 Work Experience 
In the summer of 2019, 204 
brave Year 10s embarked on a 
week’s work experience. This 
is designed to; help them gain 
an insight into the world of 
work, teach key transferable 
skills and also give them an 
idea about what their future 
might hold.

We asked some of Year 11 to 
reflect on their placements:

“I worked at Tarvin pre-school and 
really enjoyed helping the children 
learn and try new activities. I helped 
them with their spelling and reading. 

I enjoyed it as it was practically 
based and I was always busy which 
I enjoyed. The staff at the pre-school 
were very welcoming as they allowed 
me to get involved in many different 
activities. It opened up the possibility 
of working with young children as I 
really enjoyed it” Ben

“I did my work experience placement 
with a solicitors firm in Chester. I was 
given tasks including, researching 
cases, learning about different types 
of law and shadowing the solicitors. 
This really helped to decided which 
type of law I am interested in and that 

I have an ambition to be a lawyer 
when I finish school” Ellie

“My week at Warrington Hospital 
was inspirational. Although I was 
too young to do too much work with 
patients some of the midwives taught 
me how to take a patient’s blood 
pressure. The best thing about the 
placement was being a completely 
new environment and seeing how 
each part of the ward helped people. 

It has inspired me to become a 
midwife and it looks great  
on my CV” Freya

“I worked at the local MPs office 
in Chester. I did work for the local 
council and took part in a local crime 
meeting which was interesting. I also 
went to parliament in London for 
two days and watched the House 
of Commons in action. I would have 
liked to spend more time with the 
Chester against Business Crime Team 
as this was the best part of my work 
experience. It has given me an insight 
into how politics works and I now 
know that I want an interactive job in 
the future” Cerys

“I worked with my dad’s mate who 
was a plumber. I actually worked with 
him for two weeks instead of one. I 
helped fit boilers, learnt how to use 
some of the tools and how to order 
goods and products from Plumbase.  

It was really useful in helping 
me decide that I want to do an 
apprenticeship in a trade, such as, 
building, plumbing or electrics” Louis

“I worked alongside a vet at 
Cotebrook Shire Horse Centre, to 
scan horses and check their overall 
health. I also worked alongside a 
farrier. I worked with the vet doing 
ultrasounds on the mothers and 
rode a quad bike to feed the horses 
twice a day. It was a great learning 
experience and made me realise that 
I want to work with animals when I 
leave school” Josie

“My placement was with an 
engineering firm called Vital Energi 
in Blackburn. Over 5 days I was 
set multiple tasks and worked on 
many different projects including, 
mechanical and electrical 
engineering. I discovered lots  
about future jobs I could do and  
got to talk to many different 
employees about what engineering 
really is like” Alfie

“I gained experience at Ty Pawb, 
which is an art gallery. I helped 
prepare for different events, 
supported workshops, and market 
stalls that were held at the venue. 
The job was very interactive, which I 
enjoyed and it gave me an insight into 
what it is like to work in a gallery or 
museum” Emma

The most important meal of the day might be 
even more important that you might think…

A study (published in Frontiers in Public Health) 
has found that children who skipped 

breakfast scored the equivalent of nearly 
two grades lower at GCSE, The Times 

newspaper has reported (20.11.19).

There are good reasons to believe 
that having breakfast could 
sharpen your thinking. “Glucose 
is fuel for the brain. Breakfast 

provides energy for neuronal 
activity” say the authors of the study.

At Christleton High School we provide 
a popular breakfast service for all students, 

from 8.15 am to 8:35am where students can 
purchase toast, juice, breakfast baps, and so on.

An initiative open to Pupil Premium students at Christleton 
High School is a free breakfast. Any Pupil Premium children 
who would like a free breakfast can use the Cashless 
Catering system in the Dining Hall. Credit will automatically 
be added to their account to be used in the morning up 
until 8.35am, and can be used to purchase cereal and milk, 
orange juice, toast, or a breakfast bap.

If you are interested in the link between eating breakfast 
and exam success you can read more here: -

Associations Between Habitual School-Day  
Breakfast Consumption Frequency and  
Academic Performance in British  
Adolescents:  
www.frontiersin.org/articles 
/10.3389/fpubh.2019 
.00283/full

Mr A J Francis 
Assistant Headteacher

Eating Breakfast is a recipe for good grades...
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Futures week 2019 in the art 
department was all about Carnival! 
Groups designed and created 
carnival inspired make-up looks 
using face paint. Photography was 
used to document our designs, 
using both the photography studio 
inside school, and photography 
equipment outside, in the  
school grounds.

These photos have assisted us 
in creating our first selection of 
design sheets which are a key 
feature in our coursework. This is 
extremely beneficial because it 
has enhanced our other artwork 
and given us a head start with our 
GSCE coursework. 

We have now moved on to 
develop our designs even further. 
Experimenting with composition, 
using Photoshop to edit the 
images. Photoshop has enabled us 
to create a range of designs that 
show development in our Carnival 

project, and incorporate the  
face painting we did during 
Futures Week.

ICT rooms were booked for us 
to use during art lessons, which 
allowed us to experiment, and 
create any composition of our 
liking. This gave us freedom to 
practice and play around with 
all of the features in Photoshop, 
and learn a variety of editing 
techniques.

Futures Week was an incredibly 
valuable experience for all GCSE 
Fine Art students, in our opinion. 
We developed a lot of creative 
skills, which we have incorporated 
into our GCSE Art course. We 
have also developed important, 
transferable learning skills such as 
resilience, imagination, creativity 
and perseverance.

Evie Bradley & Sophie Benton  
Y10 Fine Art Students

Working as team on a 
production line –  
making 
Passive 
amplifiers

Carnival in Fine Art
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Year 9 students who had chosen to 
study GCSE D&T were put into their 
GCSE classes for the first time. For 
some this meant meeting  
and working 

with students from the other half of the 
year they had never spoken to before.

The students were challenged 
to work in teams of 4 to replicate a 
production team as in the workplace. 
They had to organise themselves based 
on their strengths to ensure they could 
work effectively.

Each team had to produce 
5 identical Passive Amplifiers (speakers 
requiring no power!) to fit the majority 
of mobile phones. They had instructions 
to follow for each section to limit errors 
but still had to be responsible for quality 
control and time management. 

At the end of the time limit the teams 
were judged on team efficiency, 
innovation and accuracy.
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Food Styling 
Workshop

During Futures Week the new GCSE Food 
Preparation and Nutrition students took 

part in a workshop to practise how food 
styling is done in the food industry, 

particularly more exclusive restaurants. 
Food styling is the art of arranging 
food so that it looks attractive, tasty 
and fresh. They spent the first part 
of the workshop experimenting with 
sugar work, piping and chocolate 
work and then they were challenged 
to present a teacake in an attractive 
and innovative way using a variety of 

available ingredients.  The examples 
shown are some of the varied and 

interesting ways in which the students 
used their new skills.  They were 

experiencing techniques which are 
learnt in college courses or in 

apprenticeships within the food 
industry. I was impressed by 
their skill and ideas.
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NEVER FORGET THE AMAZING EXPERIENCE!

ONE NIGHT WE MADE DELICIOUS CREPES!

REALLY ENJOYED CANOEING! 

MADE MANY MEMORIES AND NEW FRIENDS 

AN AMAZING TRIP 

NAVIGAT ED OUR WAY THROUGH A TOWN  
BY ANSWERING QUEST IONS IN FRENCH!
DURING THE WEEK, WE DID LOTS OF ACT IVIT IES, LIKE GOING TO TOWNS AND  
MARKETS, GOING TO A CIDER MUSEUM, AND VISIT ING MONT-SAINT MICHAEL!

YUMMY FOOD EVERYDAY!
BY JASMINE ASHTON

N 
O 
R 
M 
A 
N 
D 
Y

During Future’s Week, 40 Year 8 students made 
the annual trip to Normandy accompanied by Mrs 
Bradley, Mr Wood and the two Mrs Jones’.  During 
the week, students stayed at Château du Tertre, a 
PGL centre in Mayenne.  

Students participated in a range of visits and 
activities during their stay which challenged 
them to develop and use their French language 
skills. We learnt a new word, une canicule, which 
is the French for heatwave, as we sweltered 
in temperatures of over 30 degrees and even 
experienced an electrical storm.

Throughout the week, students visited Mont St 
Michel, interviewed French people in the street, 
went shopping in the market, learnt how to  
make crêpes and took a tour of a cider farm.   
We rounded off our final day of a fabulous  
week with snail tasting and an evening  
canoeing trip down the river.
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Earlier this year in June, we took 39 
students to Belgium and France to 
visit the battlefields of WW1.  After our 
coach and ferry journey, we arrived at 
our lovely accommodation at the  
Peace Village in Messines.  

During our tours of Belgium and France 
over the following days, several of the 
students were able to find memorials 
and graves of their relatives - making 
the trip all the more special!  Jack 
Christmas, who was the first member 
of his family to visit the grave of his 
relative grave at Perth (China Wall) 
cemetery said “It was really fun to 
piece together the information we had 
and then be able to locate his grave.   
It was nice that I was the first person  
to be able to visit him”.

Both Charlotte Mercer and Susannah 
Rhodes were able to find memorials 
where their relatives had been 
commemorated.  Both of the girls 
found the experience very moving.  

In addition to finding the memorials 
and graves of students relatives, we 
also found the memorial of A R Cooper, 
a Christleton soldier who died at only 
age 22.  Our students found him 
amongst the 35,000 names at the  
Tyne Cot memorial who have no  
known grave.

The group photograph was taken at 
the (very impressive) memorial at Vimy 
Ridge in France which commemorates 
the loss of 11,169 Canadian soldiers 
sacrificed during WW1.  This 
photograph was taken at the end of a 
very busy day exploring the trenches of 
the Somme, The Ulster Tower memorial 
and the Newfoundland battlefield  
and memorial.

Other trip highlights included attending 
the service at the Menin Gate in Ypres, 
the ‘In Flanders Fields museum’ and 
of course, the chocolate shops of 
Belgium!  This trip was made even 
more special as it was the last time 
Miss Russell was able to join us!  Also, 
huge thanks to Miss Olijnyk, Mr Rose, 
and Mr Hollywood for helping to make 
this trip an amazing experience for all!

Battlefields 2019
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JAGUAR 
LAND 
ROVER
On 11th June 2019, 30 Business Studies 
AS Students participated in a trip to  
the Jaguar Land Rover (JLR)  
factory experience.

During this trip students were given 
information on Jaguar Land Rover 
including how their upcoming vehicles 
and specifications are being altered to 
meet customer needs and wants,  
as well as new 

government legislation. Students were 
then able to ask any questions they 
had which were answered by the very 
helpful and informative Jaguar Land 
Rover staff.

After this we were able to walk around 
the factory itself. First it was to the 
press machine, where we watched how 
a robot pressed a piece of metal into 
the required shape. JLR staff informed 
us about how some of these where 
used during their production and 
how others were outsourced to other 
factories they had around the UK.

Next it was to the welding robots, 
where we watched how one robot 
pick up 

one part of the car, welded it to another 
part and then move it onto the next 
robot. Whilst walking around the factory 
and stopping at different stations, 
the JLR staff were constantly using 
business terminology and questioning 
the students about what this meant.

Lastly, it was off to the assembly lines, 
where students were given information 
about the incredible apprenticeships 
that JLR offered! Students were then 
able to see the extensive quality 
checks that JLR put in place, before 
seeing the finished product. Students 
really enjoyed the experience and 
loved to see what they learn inside the 
classroom in action.

Cadburys 
World Trip
On 11th September 2019, 61 of our 
Year 11 students made the trip to the 
Cadbury’s factory in Birmingham.

On this trip students were able 
to explore: the history of the 
production of chocolate, the 
background of Cadbury, the 
production methods used, the 
market research Cadburys use to 
meet customer needs (the students 
did a lot of taste testing), the 
promotional methods used and 
Cadbury’s USP.

After their factory tour, students 
then received an educational talk 
based on Cadburys 4 P’s and 
their competitors. This trip was a 
great learning experience for the 
students, having been given the 
opportunity to apply their theoretical 
knowledge and understanding to a 
real life Business. 

6
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Make it 
Enterprise 
Challenge 
& Grand 
Final 
On 20th June 2019, 22 Year 9 students 
participated in the ‘Make It Enterprise’ 
challenge at Cheshire College. The 
Challenge was a one-day event 
supported by a host of business 
partners including BAE Systems, 
Survitec, Kellogg’s and McBride.

On the day, teams from a number of 
schools set up their own business and 
compete to create a new product. 
Students were judged on their 
understanding of the design brief, the 
successful completion of key tasks and 
their enterprising skills and qualities.

It was an excellent achievement that 
Phoebe Elgin, Charlotte Rewhorn, 
Shannon Cayeux, Nicole Govoni, 
Charlotte Mercer, Cassie Tyson and 
India Roberts were the runners up on 
the day which enabled them to be 
invited to the Grand finale.

On 10th October 2019 the Grand Final 
took place at Old Trafford Football 
Stadium, their reward for being  
runners up at the Cheshire and  
West Cheshire heat.

In the final, the students had to: design, 
finance, market and present, to agreed 
specification around the subject of 
aerospace. This event was a great 
learning experience for the students, 
having been given the opportunity to 
apply their theoretical knowledge and 
understanding to real life situations in a 
competitive environment.
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Battle of Hastings

At the end of the first October half 
term the whole of Year 7 re-enacted 
the  Battle of Hastings. The BABY half 
of the year group were the Saxons 
and LAKE were the Normans. In the 
battle Mr Costick played the part of 
Harold Godwinson and Mr Rose was 
played the part of William Duke of 
Normandy.
 
As the Saxons waited on the field, 
the Norman army marched from 
the junior yard to the senior yard 
and chanted as they went towards 
them. The Saxons created a strong 
shield wall, which did not let any 
arrows through. However, half way 
through the battle, the Normans had 
a cunning plan which was to pretend 
to retreat so that the Saxons would 
follow them off the hill and leave their 
shield wall. The Normans used this 
trick three times with equal success.
 
The cavalry (played by members of 
LAKE linking arms together) charged 
towards the weakened shield wall. 
Harold Godwinson (Mr Costick) 
then got an arrow shot into his eye 
and this was the end of the battle. 
This day was very entertaining and 
we had lots of fun we also enjoyed 
making the shields.
 

Daniella Rewhorn &  
Fatima Ahmad 

7k1
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In October this year Mr Cosstick and I were lucky enough to take 23 Year 
12 and 13 politics students to London for the day.  The busy schedule 
firstly involved visiting the Houses of Parliament, where we were met by 
Chris Matheson, our local MP - who very generously gave up his time to 
enhance the experience for our students during the tour.  

Our guided tour took us to both the House of Commons and the House 
of Lords before the students were treated to a workshop on electoral 
systems, and then a separate Q & A session with Chris Matheson.  Patrick 
Gorry commented “Things I have read and learned about became a reality 
– it brought politics alive for me.”

A short lunch time walk over Westminster Bridge gave students the 
opportunity to see politics in action as they witnessed members of 
‘Extinction Rebellion’ gather on the bridge and block the road to traffic.  

All the students showed a real interest in this protest as it links with 
their study of how different types of pressure and protest groups try to 
influence parliament. “The trip was really good – we got to see the  
climate change protests in action.” – Harry Proctor

The UK Supreme Court was our next destination as we were once again 
treated to a guided tour and even had the opportunity to sit in one of the 
court rooms to discuss some of the more controversial judicial rulings 
made in recent years!  Despite increased security during our visit we  
were still able to access Downing Street and have a group photo  
taken outside Number 10!

London Politics...
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Chrome
 books
During the summer term of 2019, 
the history department received the 
fabulous news that we were successful 
in gaining funds from the CHSA to 
purchase a set of chrome books.

Even for the teachers the chrome 
books have been incredibly useful 
as they now offer us opportunities 
to work together more effectively, 
adapting department documents and 
spreadsheets during meetings and 
sharing valuable information as we 
develop new ways of working.  

The greatest impact has however been 
on the students themselves.  They 
have really helped individual students 
who have suffered injuries to their 
hands to help ensure they can  
access their studies in every  
lesson while they recover.  

In addition to this, the fact that the 
chrome books are now much more 
easily available also means that it  
has also helped individual students 
who require regular use of chrome 
books in lessons.

Year 12 and 13 students who study 
politics have also enjoyed the flexibility 
of being able to research up to date 
political case studies as well as 
coordinate group presentations.  

Isaac commented that “The chrome 
books meant my A-Level politics class 
could have students presenting ‘google 
sheet’ documents that we had made 
in class during that lesson.”  With Euan 
adding that they “really helped to speed 
up group work.”

Thank you to our CHSA in supporting 
us with purchasing this really  
valuable resource!

Year 12 ‘Model United Nations’ students and ‘Extra Mile’ 
Students were very privileged to have a talk by Lt Col 
Mark Hughes on 21st October. Lt Col Mark Hughes 
works as part of the Security Council in South Sudan 
and he spoke to his students about the UN and its role 
in general and then focused on his role in particular in 
South Sudan. It was a fantastic opportunity for the students.

In June, 12 
students 
attended a 
Model United 
Nations 
Conference 
at Withington 
Girls’ School. 
Our students 
were 
representing 
the 
delegations 

of Jordan and Vietnam.  All students did really well and many got special 
mentions. This was David Hankins’ in Year 8 first conference and he won 
‘Best young Delegate’ in his committee.
 
David Hankins - 'This was my first Model UN conference and I loved it.  
It was really interesting. I can’t wait for the next one!’

In October, 
9 students 
attended a 
Model United 
Nations 
Conference 
at Cheadle 
Hulme. This 
time our 
students were 
representing 
the delegation 
of Kuwait. The 
classrooms 

at the school were transformed into UN committee rooms and students 
debated on wide ranging topics from the Problem of ‘Plastic in the Ocean’ 
to the ‘Issue of chemical Warfare’ and ‘The issue in Syria’. Students had a 
fantastic time and developed valuable key skills.

Sarah Davies Year 13: I really enjoy Model United Nations. It has been one 
of the favourite things I have done in The Sixth Form. I love going on the 
trips and debating on all sorts of topics’

Autumn Term 2019 35



A group of our Year 11 
students visited Poland 
for four days. During 
the visit, they visited 
Podgorze (Jewish ghetto) 
and the Schindler Factory 
Museum.  This gave the 
students an idea of how 
the Jewish population 
were treated once the 
Nazi party took control  
of Poland.

A group of our Year 11 students 
visited Poland for four days. During 
the visit, they visited Podgorze 
(Jewish ghetto) and the Schindler 
Factory Museum.  This gave the 
students an idea of how the Jewish 
population were treated once the 
Nazi party took control of Poland.

The second day gave the students 
an insight into pre-war Jewish life 
in Krakow.  It was at the Galicia 
Museum that the girls met Monika 
Goldwasser, an incredible woman 
who survived the Holocaust by 
being smuggled out of the ghetto 
to a convent; and went on to be 
adopted by a Polish family and 
brought up unaware of  
her heritage.

The tour of the notorious Auschwitz 
concentration camp the following 
day was a powerful experience for 
all students and really reinforced 
the chilling experience that so 
many prisoners faced.

The visit proved to be very 
beneficial for the students’ 
progress, as well as giving  
them a chance to sample the  
Polish culture with a trip to the  
main town square, shopping  
and trying the local cuisine.

“The trip to Poland was amazing, 
yet surreal.  It made us realise that 
we should be grateful for what 
we have in life and to respect all 
human beings.”  Year 11 student.
Mr Hollywood, Head of Citizenship 
& PSHE added:  “It was a pleasure 
to take this group of students to 
Poland, not only did they gain 
a better understanding of the 
Holocaust, but it also embedded 
the Social, Moral, Spiritual and 
Cultural values that we embrace  
as part of our ethos and curriculum 
at Christleton High School.”

Krakow 2019
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While we were on the school trip to 
Krakow, Poland, we visited Auschwitz 
for a day. Auschwitz is split into 
three camps, two of these are called 
Auschwitz and Auschwitz Birkenau, 
both of which we went to.

In the first part of the day we were 
shown Auschwitz. This is the area of 
the camp where the entrance gate 
reads, “Work Makes You Free,” and  
the people were forced to live in  
old army barracks.

At first glance, this area of the camp 
is surprisingly beautiful in the way it is 
set out and the nature grows around 
the buildings. However, once you step 
inside the buildings you face the harsh 
reality of what really happened.

Inside the different buildings there are 
rooms dedicated to certain artefacts. 
These rooms include one full of two 
tonnes of human hair, one full of shoes, 
one full of suitcases, one full of pots 
and pans, one full of brushes, one full 
of prosthetic limbs, etc.

Most of these possessions were never 
used by the people imprisoned in 
Auschwitz once they arrived at the 
camp. Some of the buildings are also 
set up to look like what they would 
have been like at the time.

There were “beds” of cloth sacks 
packed with straw strewn across the 
floors, with a few of the rooms having 
actual beds and their own toilet (these 
were for people that the Nazis thought 
would be helpful to them and gave jobs 
to that would keep them at the camp a 
longer time than the others).

Some rooms were the toilets, where 
there were lines of small pots against 
the walls and barriers that people 
would only have been allowed to use 
twice a day. Some of the rooms were 
wash rooms, where long troughs had 
been placed in a similar way to the  
pots in the toilet rooms.

These buildings also had the photos of 
people taken into Auschwitz lining the 
walls of the corridors, each one framed 
with the person’s name and number 
(and sometimes their occupation) 
written neatly beneath the photo.
In the second part of the day we had  
a tour around Auschwitz Birkenau. 

This is the part of the camp where the 
prisoners lived in wooden huts and 
worked doing pointless labour. Most of 
them worked themselves to death.

Some people on arrival at Auschwitz 
Birkenau were sent straight to the 
gas chambers after being assessed 
by doctors. They will have arrived by 
train, which is why a long piece of train 
track runs straight through the centre 
of the camp, dividing the women and 
children’s area from the men’s area.

On the far side of the camp there is 
a monument honouring those who 
died written in all the languages that 
they will have spoken between them. 
There are also the remains of the gas 
chambers, and the basic structures 
of the huts (with a few of them having 
been reconstructed so that you can  
see the conditions in which people 
were living).

The part of Auschwitz as a whole that 
shocked me the most was the size of it. 
In Auschwitz Birkenau, when standing 
in the control tower, you could only just 
about see the monument at the other 
end of that area, but you couldn’t quite 
see the border. This was the same 
either side of the control tower.

The most upsetting part of the visit was 
going into the buildings in Auschwitz 
and seeing all the faces of those that 
were killed in the Holocaust. If you 
looked at their eyes you could see  
the sadness and the lack of hope  
they had for themselves.

The Nazis had shaved their heads and 
they were all so thin and fragile that 
they did all look very similar, which 
would’ve made it easier for the Nazi 
soldiers to kill because they couldn’t 
see them as individuals.

 I would say that visiting Auschwitz is 
extremely worth it because you can 
only really appreciate what happened 
and the scale at which it happened if 
you’ve seen the place.

By just reading through textbooks and 
watching videos, it’s hard to grasp that 
the Holocaust actually happened.

Seeing the artefacts and buildings turns 
the numbers that we get so used to 
seeing into actual people that we  
can relate to.

Trip to Auschwitz 
October 2019

Autumn Term 2019 37



Krakow continued...

On the 27th of October a group of 
50 students travelled to Krakow, in 
Poland. After arriving we explored 
the square to find a place for lunch.
We then had time to go into the 
hotel and we were allocated our 
rooms. Then, we met a tour guide 
who guided us around the city  
and the ghetto.  

This was very informative and 
shocking because we learned 
about how the people were  
treated, and we stood in the  
square of the ghetto where 
thousands were killed.

After this, we went to Shindler’s 
factory, which was a museum 
dedicated to the efforts made  
by Oscar Shindler. In the evening, 
we went to the square where we 
had our meals.

The next day, we visited the salt 
mines and went down to the 3rd 
level. Massive sculptures of salt 
were made down in the chambers 
which were extraordinary.  

After a short lunch we travelled to a 
museum where we met a Holocaust 
survivor. This was extremely 
interesting to listen to her story  
and then ask her any questions  
we had. We then had more free 
time to either stay in the hotel  
or go into the square.

On the final day, we went to 
Auschwitz Birkenau. This is the 
largest concentration camp that 
was made in World War II, the  
sheer size of it was overwhelming. 
Some of the barracks were 
reconstructed after the Nazis  
tried to hide the destruction.

We got to enter some of the 
barracks where the people slept, 
washed and worked. Then we 
walked further into the camp till we 
reached where the gas chambers 
stood before being bombed.

One them remained a pile of rubble 
whilst the other was rebuilt into a 
memorial to commemorate all the 
innocent people killed here.  The 
stone writing is put into over 20 
different languages of the people 
who were brought into the camp 
over the years.

Personally, we believe that this 
trip has opened our eyes to such 
massive scale destruction of 
human lives and has taught us that 
it cannot happen again. Although 
some of the things we witnessed 
were distressing, the trip also 
allowed us to have fun in a  
new environment with our  
friends and peers.
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Book Talk Event

7

Nine Year 8 Christleton High students who have shown great 
enthusiasm as readers and library monitors were invited to 
attend the Cheshire School Book Awards 2020 launch event 
to announce the nomination shortlist and hear a talk  
by author of Payback, Martin Griffin.

M.A. Griffin 

Along with our librarian Miss Cowley, we set off to Windsford 
Academy High School, the location of the talk, by minibus at 
4pm. When we arrived we had time to settle in, buy books 
and get them signed – and eat some cake!

The talk, by Martin Griffin, began at 5pm. He took us through 
the initial steps of writing a book, using Payback as an 
example, did a Q and A session and then helped  
announce the shortlist.

For the stages of writing, we played a game of person, place, 
and problem. In the game there was a grid of twenty boxes 
filled with interesting people, places and problems and you 
had to choose one from each to piece together a story idea.

We really enjoyed the chance to meet Martin, listen to him 
talk and go on a library trip. The talk really inspired us to 
get into writing, along with great tips on how to do it. Martin 
Griffin was an amazing author to meet as he was very friendly 
and fun.

The reveal of the Cheshire School Book Awards shortlist was 
exciting and gave us lots of recommendations for new books 
to read. We look forward to the results ceremony!

Ella Hassells 8BY1
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Heather Jones Now an apprentice lawyer at Eversheds in London

“I came from a different school and I chose Christleton because of the breadth of 
subjects that were available. I wanted to do politics and economics which simply do not 
run at other schools”

“I also valued the fact that subject specialists are delivering A Level content to you. I feel I can 
really trust the teachers with such an important part of my life”

“The school has been so supportive since I came and has allowed me to choose my own path”

“The careers guidance, UCAS preparation and 1-1 mentoring has really helped tailor my 
applications and become a much stronger candidate”

Maciek Cumberford Gap year before applying to an apprenticeship

“I felt it was such a natural progression from Year 11 into Year 12. There was nothing to 
worry about as I felt it was just like starting a new school year”

“The biggest difference is in the nature of the subjects you choose. I get to study what I want, focus 
in depth on the areas I enjoy and work, debate and collaborate with others who think that way too”

“It’s the extra freedoms and the extra responsibilities of being a sixth former which 
I love”

Joseph Ritson  
Now studying Modern European Languages at Nottingham University

”I knew what to expect: A quality learning environment and a fun one too”

“The school is always there for you”

“The extra language sessions with the visiting Erasmus students every week has had a 
huge impact on my accent”

Matilda Miller French Law at King’s College London

“I came from a school in Scotland and have loved the huge number of subjects 
available and the masses of extra-curricular activities which we can do” 

“Teachers are so friendly and I feel that they always go above and beyond to help me”  
“There’s more to the Sixth Form here; more than just great grades, they care too”

Sophie Bridgewater  
Now studying Medicine at Birmingham University

“I have known since a young age that I wanted to go into medicine and the school have 
been so supportive of my dream.” 
“I have always felt that everyone of us is working towards the same goal”

“I never even considered going to another Sixth Form when I knew my 
grades were in such safe hands”

“Results are so important and Christleton was the only place that I trusted 
with my future”

“High achievers are given a lot of support and are really taken the 
“Extra Mile” by a special team of dedicated teachers, governors and alumni”

Why I chose 
Christleton6th Form

    Christ leton Sixth FormWelcome to...
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Freya Bowerman 
Now studying an Art Foundation Course in Manchester

“In some schools the creative subjects are seen as second best, but at 
Christleton they are embraced and championed by everyone”

“I looked elsewhere, but kept coming back to the fact that Christleton was the 
best place for me to be. Why would I spend a year worrying about transport, 
travel, making new friends and settling in elsewhere when I knew I would have a 
great time here”

Rebekah Day Now studying a Fine Art degree at Leeds University

“I love the enthusiasm and passion displayed by all of my art teachers. They show me every day what it takes to be a great 
artist. We are encouraged to make individual choices and to think deeply about our futures. I must have spoken 
to at least 4 or 5 different teachers, the careers advisor, visiting speakers and our UCAS lead before making my mind up 
about an Art Degree”

“It’s the opportunities that made my mind up to come here. I now work as an art technician, getting paid for 
doing brilliant work experience on school premises. It’s the flexibility and personalised nature of the school that always 
makes me glad to have come here”

Chumisa Dornford-May  
RADA – Career as an actor, wants to go to drama school

“ I was nervous about moving from South Africa but from the very first visit Christleton just 
felt right: lovely, welcoming and a real community”

“The best thing about the Sixth Form is the mutual respect that you have with the teachers. They 
treat you like an adult and as a result the depth and interest in your subjects is much 
greater”

“I had heard about the fantastic musical productions at Christleton and I was thrilled to 
get the lead role in this year’s production of RENT”

Matthew Clough Now studying Maths at Durham University

“Further maths was a big draw – amazing teaching with a passionate and outstanding 
mathematician – I wouldn’t have got the same opportunities and genuine challenge 
elsewhere”   
“There’s definitely a sense at Christleton that it is a place that people apply to Oxford from.” 
“I know now that early applicants are given a lot of time and attention. The school really helps 
dreams become reality.”

Seraphina Astbury Midwifery

“I felt I could finally fulfil my potential here”

“I tried another Sixth Form but it didn’t work out – Christleton was different”

“They gave me a second chance and I am fully embracing the opportunity”

Livin Dinu Social Work - University

“I wanted to start afresh somewhere completely different to my old school”

“From day one I found the Sixth Form welcoming, accepting of new faces and I have 
made lots of new friends”

“It was great as a new student that so many others were in a similar position to me. The 
school made me feel like I was really valued and did lots to check I was OK in the first 
half-term”

“I feel valued as an individual here, not just as an exam grade”

We thank all of our students for their comments and wish them well in their future career hopes!

Joe Williams  
Now studying International Business at Manchester Met University

“I knew that this was the place for me and the reputation of the school played a major role 
in my decision to come here”

“Life is about attitude and having the skills to be the best – I feel that Christleton really wants 
everyone to be leaders, team players and confident individuals”

This is the best thing that Christleton has to offer”
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6
Sylvia’s 
                 Selection
Websites are wonderful – 
updated with the blink of your 
eye and covering everything you 
want to know.  However some 
information is difficult to find no 
matter what you put into the search 
box! Can I introduce you to the 
websites I use daily?

Really good careers database 
with additional articles covering 
everything you need to know eg 
choosing Options for Year 9, 16, 
18 finding employment, going to 
university,  writing a CV etc.  
www.careerswales.com

Apprenticeships – the National 
Apprenticeship Scheme covers 
everything you need to know - 
information for pupils, parents and 
employers as well as vacancies – 
www.apprenticeshipguide.co.uk  

Leaving school? Well this is the one 
to look at – post 16 and 18 options, 
what can you do with GCSE or A 
levels,  vacancies, writing CV and 
Covering letters, top 40 employers 
etc - www.allaboutschoolleavers.
co.uk

Not Going to University?  – 
covering alternatives to Higher 
Education – GAP Year, College 
of Further Education courses, 
employment, school leaver 
programmes, distance learning, 
sponsored degrees and much more 
www.notgoingtouni.co.uk

GAP Year – covers all you need to 
plan your GAP year and where to 
get valuable information to help you 
get organised -   
www.prospects.ac.uk/jobs-and-
work-experience/gap-year

Volunteering – really difficult 
to choose from three good 
websites.  My favourite as it covers 
opportunities within a mile; people 
find volunteering opportunities 
every 45 seconds!    
www.do-it.org.uk

Our yearly Cook Cup football 
competition between Year 12 and  
Year 13 was, as always, an epic  
struggle for pride and bragging  
rights for the rest of the year.

Both teams came out well drilled, 
organised and ready for what must 
have been the game of their lives. The 
Year 12’s looked shaky during the first 
half against a larger, older and more 
confident Year 13 team.

Tommy Vicary dominated 
the mid field with 
physicality seldom  
seen in a friendly. 

This physicality described by Tommy 
himself as ‘the only thing I have to play 
with’, was outshone by an exceptional 
curling free kick by the midfield danger 
man that would not be out of place in 
the Champions League.  

Dylan Bevan Jones scored again for 
the Year 13’s ensuring they had a well-
deserved lead at the break.

After a team talk by Mr Rose, that 
was completely ignored, the 

Year 12’s came out to try 
regain some of their dignity. 

Keiye Williams, Year 12 
keeper, could be 

heard 

screaming in an attempt to ‘motivate’ 
his team and made a few important 
saves only to be beaten by a two on 
one he could do nothing about.

All seemed lost for Year 12 until Reg 
Wyatt scored a free kick from distance 
which shook the confidence of the Year 
13 keeper Adam Roberts. When asked 
about the incredible shame saving goal 
after the game Reg confirmed ‘it was 
complete fluke, I meant to cross it’.

The game ended 3-1 
to the Year 13. A true 
Cinderella Story with 
the underrated and 
less fit older students 
taking the glory 
unexpectedly.

The COOK CUPThe COOK CUP

The Swan - The Magazine from Christleton High School42 Autumn Term 2019



U-Explore... 
Students Explore Their Future Pathways

We are very pleased that so many students are continuing to make 
effective use of U-Explore, the online interactive careers education 
site that the school is fully subscribed to.

Here is a reminder of what U-Explore can offer and how you can  
make best use of it: -

U-Explore can be used to find more about:  
· Careers, Information, Advice and Guidance
· Year 9 Pathways
· Work Experience preparation
· Post 16 Options
· Apprenticeships, BTECs and other vocational qualifications

U-Explore focuses on the main industry sectors of work, linking 
students to the business community and also providing an 
insight into different working environments, through 360° 
virtual, interactive tours and video clips.

U-Explore really helps to raise awareness of what 
opportunities are available in a particular sector and what 
skills and qualifications students will need to get a job in that area.

U-Explore has videos of real people working in their 
chosen fields and practical tips on how students  
can reach their goal.

Students and Parents: 
How to Sign Up in Five Simple Steps...

 
                              1.  Go to www.uxplore.com and 
                           click on Login and then U-Explore 
                        Online Login
 
                    2. Click REGISTER WITH US and select 
                 Cheshire West; Chester; Christleton High School
 
            3. Type in the School Registration Code (40329)
 
       4. Type in the brief details About You and create your 
     Login Information
                                                                                 
           5. When redirected to the start page enter your login 
              information and click Go!

Up, up and Away!
What an amazing year. Well done!  
To all of our students who gained  
at place at University, college,  
an apprenticeship or job.

Some more notable successes include;

Molly Ellis Engineering Degree 
Apprenticeship, Royal Navy

Mollie Garnett Digital Marketing 
Apprenticeship

James Sleddon-Plant Gap year  
then Military Police

Charlie James Gap year teaching 
snowboarding in the Alps

Osian William English Language  
and Literature, Trinity College, 
University of Oxford

Sophie Bridgewater Medicine, 
University of Birmingham

Joe Powell Medicine,  
University of Liverpool

Beth Layder Modern Languages, 
University of Nottingham

Max Freeman Artist Blacksmithing, 
Hereford College of Arts

Nick Broughton Royal College  
of Music, London

Zuzu Walker Politics, Philosophy  
and Law, University of Warwick

Sydney Barker Psychology,  
University of Chester

Matt Clough Mathematics,  
Durham University

Rosanna Roskilly Materials Science, 
Mansfield College, University of Oxford

James Ashfield Columbus State 
University, USA

Edward Reynolds Dartmouth, USA

Keane Harrison Kansas City University, 
USA

Congratulations to all of our  
students on their achievements!

This is the first step  
in the run up to exams.

1)  Set yourself a goal

2)  Put in place achievable targets  
 to achieve that goal

3)  Work hard!

4)  Revise smartly!

5)  Enjoy exam success!

6)  Relax! And enjoy the summer
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Sarah 
Davies, 
Pembroke 
College 
Oxford 
Essay 

Competition    
Winner!
The Pembroke Essay competition is an 
annual Oxford University essay writing 
competition that ran in June 2019. There 

were three categories for young people to choose 
between; Science, Humanities and Social Science, each with 5 

essay titles to choose from each.

Budding writer, Sarah Davies in Year 13 chose the title “Not only is equality 
impossible to achieve but it is also a sub-optimal outcome - Discuss” from 
the social sciences category.  Sarah wrote about her opinions surrounding 
how equality could be achieved and how she feels many deeply-
rooted cultural issues could be remedied through the abolition of social 
constructs such as race and gender.

The essay writing competition is a national competition with many entrants 
from a variety of schools and settings, Sarah didn’t expect to win when 
she entered so she was overwhelmed when she received the news that 
she had won 1st prize – what an achievement!

Sarah attended the award ceremony where she had the privilege of 
attending a lunch with a Philosophy and Mathematics lecturer in The Great 
Hall at Pembroke College; Sarah reported it was an amazing experience.  
Sarah’s prize also included a £100 book token and claims she had to 
reinforce her book shelves at home to support the new additions!

Well done Sarah!  This is such an  
incredible achievement to support  
applications to Universities this year.  

Sarah hopes to read  
Philosophy at University  
after finishing her  
studies in Year 13.

Oscar Doran’s 
Golfing Success 
Oscar Doran, Year 13, joined Christleton Sixth 
Form at the start of Year 12.  Since he joined, he 
has been an active member of the year group 
and has balanced studies and a very successful 
golfing career behind the scenes, which has 
recently led to some very exciting news! Last 
month, Oscar was selected to play for The 
England Boys Team for the 2019 /20 season.

Oscar started playing golf at 4 years old 
when he joined Delamere Forest Golf Club 
and gradually progressed winning local 
competitions and by the age of 14 was playing 
off a handicap of one (he currently plays off 
plus 2).  

By the age of 14 he was Cheshire Under 14 and 
Under 16 Champion and representing Cheshire 
at Under 16 level before breaking into the Boys 
Under 18 team as well.  He had his first big 
national result at 14 finishing 9th in the English 
Under 14’s Open (3rd ranked English Player).  
Aged 15 he was the youngest player that year 
to qualify for the English Mens Open

A lot of good finishes and local victories 
followed but in 2019 he finished runner up in 
the County Mens Matchplay and established 
himself as a regular for the County Mens Team.  
He finished 9th in the McEvoy Trophy and 
then finished 5th in The Carris Trophy (English 
Boys Open) and got through to the match play 
rounds of The British Boys Open.  He placed 
6th in the Danny Willet Salver Mens event. 
These performances culminated in selection 
for The England Boys Team for the 2019 /20 
season.

Currently Oscar is training and preparing for 
next season which is his last season in Under 
18s golf.  He will be representing England in 
individual and team events around Europe as 
well as competing in leading Boys and Mens 
tournaments through the season.  He will 
also be playing for the Cheshire Mens Team 
and when time permits competing at Royal 
Liverpool and Delamere where he is a member.

At the end of the season (end of August) Oscar 
will fly to Arizona to join the team at Grand 
Canyon University (GCU) where he starts a 4 
year degree course and golf scholarship.  GCU 
play in the top college division in America 
and Oscar will be competing in events across 
America and playing as far afield as California, 
Colorado and Hawaii.  He has already passed 
the SAT entry exams.

Oscar is a credit to himself and the school.  
His superb achievements demonstrate his 

professional attitude and ambition 
to succeed.  We look forward to 
continuing to support and follow 
Oscar’s successes in the near 
and distant future in the world  
of Golf!  Well done Oscar!
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Year 13 is an incredibly exciting 
period of time for Sixth Form 

students at Christleton High 
School. Students thrive from 
gaining a deeper understanding 
in their chosen areas of study 

and they relish the independence 
that Sixth Form life offers.  

However, we recognise that many 
students find it daunting when they are 

required to consider the many post 18 pathways that 
will be available to them once they have completed 
their A level studies.

Our most popular Post 18 Pathway option for students 
is University or Higher Education.  If students choose 
to apply to University, they will have a full support 
package including a dedicated personal referee, 
support with writing personal statements and access to 
ongoing support through the application process.  

Many of our students opt to apply for an 
apprenticeship, with numbers increasing each year.  
Not only have students already had the opportunity 
to attend the National Apprenticeship Show in Bolton, 
earlier in October, but students will have access to 
Apprenticeship Workshop support through PSCHE 
lessons and dedicated support through the  
application process.  

In addition to this, students will also have a dedicated 
personal referee to support them in writing their 
personal statement in preparation for applications  
later in the year.

For those students who are choosing not to apply to 
either of the above, they will obtain support from their 
form tutor, personal referee and the Sixth Form Team in 
outlining a detailed plan to carefully structure their post 
18 pathway.  

All students will be required to complete a personal 
statement, no matter which pathway they choose to 
take.  Students can seek support in writing personal 
statements through our weekly Personal Statement 
Workshops, held every Monday afterschool in the 
Leake Charlton Suite.

We have a wealth of support available to students 
to support them through the post 18 pathways 
process –from support in organising work experience 
placements to outlining detailed plans for gap years.  
We are here to help!  We encourage students to  
start researching and making use of our support  
as early as possible.

Each year we are so proud of our students and their 
destinations.  We are excited to see what the future 
holds for the current Year 13 cohort!

    Careers Evening... Careers Evening... Careers Evening... Careers Evening... Careers Evening... Careers Evening...

Christleton High School was very 
pleased to welcome guests from 
over 45 different professions to our 
careers evening on Wednesday 6th 
November. The event was not just 
four our students from Christleton 
High School, but also those 
students from Queens Park  
High School and Chester 
International School.

Students from all three schools, 
Year 9 and upwards, were able 
to come and ask questions about 
the professions and education 
establishments enabling them  
to make informed decisions  
about their future.

Students had the opportunity 
to learn about more than forty 
different occupations including 
areas such as: 

• Occupational Therapy

• Sports Science

• Psychology

• Medicine

• Police

• Accountancy

• Human Resources

• Architecture

• Sports

• Law

• Teaching

• Engineering

•  Vets

• Hairdressing

• Beauty

There were also a number 
of education providers, so 
that students could discuss 
opportunities in further  
education, including: 

• Cheshire College South & West

• Edge Hill University

• Loughborough University

• Reaseheath College

• University of Chester

•  Apprenticeship Companies

The students had a really enjoyable 
and informative evening. Many 
thanks to all of the professionals 
who gave their time to help  
the students. 

We are looking forward to  
next year.
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Good Sites to visit:
www.amazingapprenticeships.com
www.findapprenticeship.service.gov.uk/apprenticeshipsearch

employability
10Top

skills

ABILITY TO  
LEARN AND ADAPT 

 learn new things

 learn from successes and failures

 adapt and do things better

HOW I CAN DEVELOP THESE SKILLS:
 think how to make your work even better 
 put yourself forward when there are  

chances to learn new skills
 share your ideas and use feedback  

to improve your work

4

5
COMMUNICATION AND 
INTERPERSONAL SKILLS
 explain and present what you mean clearly,  

whether written or verbal 

 do your best to understand others

 HOW I CAN DEVELOP THESE SKILLS:
 do a presentation or speak with an audience

 take part in debates
 give instructions  

to others

6 TEAMWORK 
 understand how you and  
others work best together

 get things done when working  
with people with different skills,  
backgrounds and personalities

HOW I CAN DEVELOP THESE SKILLS:
 plan ahead when working with others
 take account of how your team are  

feeling when you work together

7
NEGOTIATION SKILLS

 think about what you and others want and need

 ‘give and take’ fairly when working with others

HOW I CAN DEVELOP THESE SKILLS:
 look for ideas that benefit others as well 

as yourself
 carry out a school/college enterprise or 
STEM project that involves agreeing prices
 ask a favour of someone, supported  

by offering something in return

8

VALUING  
DIVERSITY AND 

DIFFERENCE 
 respect others 

 value the skills and experience  
that different people have

 show consideration for the  
needs of different people

HOW I CAN DEVELOP THESE SKILLS:
 work with people who have different skills

 make sure everyone is involved in  
conversations and activities 

9
PROBLEM  

SOLVING SKILLS
 identify key issues in a problem 

 use your knowledge and experience  
when tackling problems

 develop and test possible solutions

HOW I CAN DEVELOP THESE SKILLS:
 design objects and materials in  

design and technology
 plan a STEM Club project

 analyse results in maths or science
 evaluate evidence in science  

or humanities

2
ORGANISATIONAL 

SKILLS
 plan your work to meet  

deadlines and targets

 organise your own time and  
coordinate with others

 monitor and adjust the progress of  
your work to stay on track

HOW I CAN DEVELOP THESE SKILLS:
 help organise an event or project
 plan your revision timetable
 calmly change plans if you run  

out of time, or something  
unexpected happens

1

USING  
INITIATIVE AND BEING 

SELF-MOTIVATED
 follow instructions, making sure you do not 
always have to be told what to do and when

 put forward your own ideas

 see something through to the end,  
and not be put off by setbacks

HOW I CAN DEVELOP THESE SKILLS:
 finish work without being asked
 work without help – but know  

when to ask for it
 suggest new ideas

3
WORKING UNDER 

PRESSURE AND  
TO DEADLINES
 meet deadlines and targets

 handle the pressure that comes with  
meeting deadlines and targets

 ensure that you are seen as a reliable person

HOW I CAN DEVELOP THESE SKILLS:
 finish work before the deadline, using that  

time to check and improve it
 plan and make the most of available time 
 prioritise your commitments inside  

and outside school or college

10NUMERACY  
AND IT SKILLS

  use numbers and data to support  
your work and obtain meaningful information

  apply your valuable IT skills

HOW I CAN DEVELOP THESE SKILLS:
 use numerical evidence in a science practical,  

STEM project or business idea
 help your family with budgeting or  

other money decisions
 learn new IT skills such  

as coding 
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 use your knowledge and experience  
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HOW YOU WORK 
WITH OTHERS

HOW YOU THINK

SHOW ALL
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Year 12 &13—We have spaces left for the engineering apprenticeship workshop 
on 4th Dec. If you would like to attend please see Mrs Lawson or email:  
lawsonl@christletonhigh.co.uk

www.allaboutstem.co.uk/2019/09/ 
new-event-engineering-your-future-chester/

Also don’t forget the personal statement  
workshop every Monday 3.30-4.30pm  
in the Leake Charlton Suite or see  
your Head of Year.

Social Media Tips:
• Employers will ALWAYS  

check applicants social  
media so spend some time  
thinking about what image your  
social media says about you!

• Follow potential employers career  
accounts on social media to see when  
opportunities arise and research what  
the companies are about.

CHS Apprenticeship Pathways 
What is an apprenticeship? 
An Apprenticeship is practical on the job training whilst studying. An apprentice 
is an opportunity to:
• Work alongside experienced staff
• Gain job specific skills
• Earn a wage and get holiday pay
• Be given time to study relate to their role
• Contribute to society

What levels are there? 
Apprenticeships allow students the opportunity to learn on the job as well  
as gaining qualifications. Some apprenticeships also require an assessment  
at the end of the programme to assess a students ability and competence  
in their job role.

NAME LEVEL EQUIVALENT EDUCATIONAL LEVEL

Intermediate 2 5 GCSE passes at grade A* - C or 9 - 4

Advanced 3 2 A-Levels passes

Higher 4,5,6 and 7 Foundation degree and above

Degree 6 and 7 Bachelor’s or Master’s degree

What can students earn?  
This information is correct as of April 2019 
The national minimum wage for apprentices is £3.90 per hour for those under 
the age of 19 or aged 19 or over and in the first year of their apprenticeship. 
Apprentices over the age of 25 and not in their first year of their apprenticeship 
will be entitled to minimum wage.

YEAR 25 or Over 21 - 24 18 - 20 UNDER 18

April 2019 £8.21 £7.70 £6.15 £4.34

The National 
Apprenticeship 
Show, Bolton. 

We recently visited the National 
Apprenticeship Show in Bolton 
with 50 pupils, what a fantastic 
opportunity to learn more about 
local businesses and career 
pathways.

There were businesses which 
ranged from Coco-Cola to 
Mercedes Benz, all of them  
with a range of apprenticeships  
at varying levels.

Every half term an apprenticeship 
newsletter will be available which 
highlights top tips, companies that 
are recruiting and how to search  
for your dream apprenticeship. 

If pupils would like more 
information or help with 
apprenticeship applications  
then please email:  
lawsonl@christletonhigh.co.uk 
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In June, all Year 13 students attended the UCAS Convention 
in Liverpool.  The convention gave students the opportunity 
to speak too many of the Universities and Colleges offering 
post 18 education and training through the UCAS application 
programme.  

The event hosted over 150 Universities and Colleges and 
students took time to collect prospectuses, find out more about 
various campus options and speak to University representatives.  
During the day, students also had the opportunity to listen to 
talks about Student Life, Student Finance, Personal Statements 
and many more.  

Students found the event inspiring and motivation as it allowed 
them to have face to face conversations with different types of 
Higher Education Institutions to find out more about what skills, 
experiences and subject choices they looked for in potential 
candidates.
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All students in Year 12 have had the opportunity to 
take part in a five-hour Urban Plan Workshop Event 
which took place in early November.

This event was great opportunity for anyone 
interested in a future career in Architecture, Planning, 
Finance, Marketing, or Environmental Management, 
as well as providing useful material for students of 
Geography, Business Studies and Economics.UR
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The 60 students involved were able 
to work as members of ten different 
property development companies to 
create and present tender proposals 
for redeveloping a city centre site.

A team of facilitators and industry 
experts were on hand to help students 
understand the many complex factors, 
often in tension with one another, 
which shaped their creative and 
financial response to the tender brief.

The event culminated with each of the 
ten teams giving a formal presentation 
to a panel of these industry 
professionals, a mix of Architects, 
Lawyers, Planners and Sustainability 
Professionals from a range of  
FTSE 100 companies.

After a closely fought contest the 
winning team was declared as Lynk 
Construction, who go on to enjoy a 
special prize trip to London during  
the summer term. Congratulation  
to the winning students: -

• Tom Fisher

• Will Harrison

• Eddie Lancely

• Louis Mullineux

• Matthew Pollitt

• Max Wade

The runners-up in the nail-bitingly close 
competition were Live Design: -

• Ella Davies

• Olivia Hughes

• Abbie Shaw

• Emily Taziker

• Emily Watkins

• Holly Worthington

This is the fifth year our students have 
had the opportunity to take part in this 
event. Many thanks to the Urban Plan 
team for providing such a fantastic 
opportunity for our sixth form students, 
particularly our two professional 
facilitators Richard Alexander and 
Osian Edwards, and the industry 
volunteers Andrew Pannell,  
Heather Standidge, Robert Deacon  
and Lee Parker.

Mr A J Francis  
Assistant Headteacher

The Swan - The Magazine from Christleton High School48 Autumn Term 2019



The Year 12  
Annual Careers Conference  
& Mock Interview Day 
 

The annual Year 12 Careers Conference took place 
on Wednesday 3rd July and Thursday 4th July.  This 
fantastic event is unique to Christleton Sixth Form 
and it enables all students in the year group to 
access dedicated and supportive career  
pathway advice.  

Preparation and guidance for the event was issued 
through Pathways lessons which were timetabled for 
all students during the summer term.  The Pathways 
sessions also allowed students the opportunity to 
students in write/update their own CV, which they 
could submit in readiness for the event, if they 
wished to do so.  

Students were asked to attend in smart/business 
dress for the Careers Conference; they all looked 
incredibly smart and made a great impression on  
all staff and visitors at the event.

The conference ran over two days, detailed below.

Day 1 - Careers Conference

Utilising links forged with The Young Chambers of 
Commerce, Governors and local professionals, a 
carousel of sector specific talks ran in the morning 
for all students to attend.  Students were able to 
choose what talks to attend and they listened to 
a presentations from visitors focussing around 
careers to date, what their jobs entails and key skills 
required to enter a particular profession.

Year 13 students also had the chance to ask valuable 
questions in each sessions.  During the final session 
of the day all students were supported in logging 
onto UCAS.co.uk for the first time and starting  
their personal statement.

Day 2 – Mock Interview Day

The second day of the Careers Conference 
consisted of a Mock Interview Day.  This event  
gives students the opportunity to have a formal 
mock interview with local professionals.  This  
proved to be an invaluable experience.  

All students can now feel confident whilst entering 
interview situations and it also ensures that our 
students can answer interview style questions 
with ease. This was a hugely successful day with 
students receiving outstanding feedback from 
interviewers.  Some students were even offered 
work experience, paid employment or interviews  
for apprenticeships as a result.

This event would not be possible without the 
support from our local professionals, Governors and 
school links.  Sixth Form students here at Christleton 
High School are lucky to be able to access a range 
of support in preparing for Post 18 options, launched 
through this event.
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After our exceptional GCSE summer 
results Year 12 students arrived in 
September excited to embark on 
their next challenge. These first 
two months have been excellent 
with a range of events that have 
highlighted why Christleton Sixth 
Form is such a special place.

Our students continuing on from 
Year 11 have been very welcoming 
to those from outside the school 
and have ensured a smooth, 
enjoyable start for everybody.

This was best seen during our team 
building day at Chester University. 
Students in the year group had 
to compete against each other 
throughout the day by competing in 
a range of activities, while learning 
about how to research and prepare 
for university applications. Friends 
were made and firm rivalries 

created in what was a fun, sociable 
event that our students really threw 
themselves into.

The new cohort also got to 
experience the much coveted 
Christleton Fresher’s Fair. During 
this event students were able to 
see all of the opportunities the 
school has to offer, ranging from 
our excellent shows to the  
Cadet Force, from the Duke  
of Edinburgh Award to our  
mentoring programme.

It also enabled students to pick 
their elective option for the 360 
Futures curriculum. This year 
they had the choices of Model 
UN, Business Enterprise, In the 
Spotlight, Extra Mile, Sport,  
Lead Mentors, Mindfulness  
or Work Experience.
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Welcome 
to Year

The idea behind these sessions 
are to allow students to pursue a 
passion of theirs outside of their 
academic subjects, whilst gaining 
valuable experience needed for  
life after Christleton.

I would also like to publicly thank 
our external speakers that came to 
the Fresher’s Fair to introduce the 
varied opportunities and support 
available to the students outside  
of school.

It has certainly been a busy and 
exciting start to the term for Year 
12, full of activities, celebrations 
and experiences.

Throughout this time the year 
group have been exceptional 
ambassadors for the school and 
made an excellent start in their 
academic studies. It looks all set 
to be another very happy and 
successful two years for the cohort. 
Well done Year 12!

Mr Rose  
Head of Year 12
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Graphic Design+Print Management
• Print  • Promotions • Creative Graphics

Cheshire’s Creative Social Enterprise, part of The NeuroMuscular 
Centre charity, all profits go towards supporting our vital work.

Contact Alison Evans 01606 863464 alison-evans@nmcentre.com

nmcdesignandprint.com
Proud publishers of The Swan

“School is about grit as well as grades” 
This statement sums up the thinking behind the launch of our 
360º Futures programme in the Sixth Form.

According to Mr Cosstick, Head of Christleton Sixth Form.
“Our vision is that all our students will leave Christleton Sixth Form, having the 
skills, knowledge and behaviours necessary for skilled employment in their chosen 
field, as well as the transferable skills that are needed in any career”

Update: 
•  Over 100 students presented their Extended Project Qualification in year 12.
•  40 students have reached the planning stage of their Duke  
 of Edinburgh’s Gold Award.
•  20 students set up their own business in their Young Enterprise Project –   
 hopefully winning numerous prizes and awards along the way to the 
 regional finals.
•  30+ students have taken part in the Model United Nations course: debating   
 issues with other schools and defending their opinions against other schools.   
 Look out for exciting opportunities coming this term.
• 30 students are being trained as Lead Mentors and working 
 with other students to help them be the best that they can be.
• 15 students are being supported and guided to gain work experience 
 and voluntary positions to help with their Post-18 aspirations
•  18 students have undertaken a mental health wellbeing and mindfulness course     
 designed to help with exam stress and the pressures of teenage life. 
 They are being trained as Mental Health First Aiders.
•  25 students have gone the “Extra Mile” by setting off on a journey into 
 Medicine, Dentistry, Veterinary Science or Oxbridge.

 This is the start, we hope, of a unique and successful programme that provides all of our students with  
 a fulfilling and meaningful programme which is not simply a bolt-on addition to the academic provision. 

T h e   f u t u r e ’s   b r i g h t . . . 
T h e   F u t u r e s   3 6 0  !

The Sixth Form: 
360˚ Futures
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Life in the Sixth Form:
What’s next?

Alex: “Plan your 
time effectively 

and make sure you 
stay on top of your work. 
Using your study periods 

effectively is the 
key to success at 

Christleton…”

James: “If you 
don’t know what you 

want to do in the future 
go and try out as many 

things as you can. Go on Open 
Days, visit universities and 
speak to people who have 
been through the UCAS 

process. It really  
does help”

Lucy:  “The best piece of 
advice I can give is to listen 

to your teachers. They know the 
exams and they know what it 

takes to be a success.”

Ellie: “The Sixth Form 
is more than just grades. 
Join the leadership team, 
run for the school council 

and get involved. I have loved 
organising events and being 

part of a great social 
scene”

What’s it like to begin the 
transition process from A Levels 
to post-18 options?

We asked some of our current 
Year 13 students for their 
opinions and what advice they 
would give Year 12 students 
thinking of the decisions ahead…
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Who Wants to Be a Mathematician 
is an annual international 
mathematics contest aimed 
at secondary school students, 
particularly Sixth Formers. It 
has been running since 2001 in 
America and for only a few years 
in the UK. It is organised by the 
American Mathematical Society in 
America and Good Thinking here 
in the UK. 

The competition takes place over 
several rounds. After Round 3, 
regional winners in America and 
the national winner for the UK 
are flown to the United States 
and provided with two nights 
of accommodation in Colorado. 
There is a prize of $5,000 for the 
winner of the American Grand 
Final & $5,000 for their school.

Year 12 and 13 mathematicians 
were invited to take part in Round 
1 of the competition on 26th 
September. This took the form of 
ten challenging (non-calculator) 
multiple choice questions to be 
completed in just fifteen minutes.

Here is an example of a question:

Let (x) = 5x3(2x + 3)4 and 

g(x) = 50x5(8x− 4)2.

Which of the following is 

closest to f(106) ÷ g(106) ?

a. 0.025  b. 0.25   c. 2.5   d. 25

Leah Parry in Year 13 and Calvin 
Edwards in Year 12 both achieved 
entry into round two. Round 2  
had the same format as  
Round 1, except there was  
no multiple choice.

This is an example of the difficulty 
of the questions:

The integers 3, 4, 5, 6, 12, and 13 
are arranged, without repetition, 
in a horizontal row so that the sum 
of any two numbers in adjacent 
positions is a perfect square 
(square of a positive integer). What 
is the sum of the first and last 
numbers in the arrangement?

Given the incredible difficulty of 
the questions, Calvin and Leah 

should be congratulated for 
their achievement.

Will we have better luck next 
year? Mathematicians don’t 
believe in luck!

You can find out more at:

Good Thinking Society: 
Encouraging curious minds and 
promoting rational enquiry

www.goodthinkingsociety.org

American Mathematical Society 
www.ams.org

K. Pitchford

Let (x) = 5x3(2x + 3)4 and 
g(x) = 50x5(8x-4)2.
Which of the following is closest to f(106) ÷ g(106) ?

Who wants to be a Mathematician?
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Everyday 
approximately 8 
million pieces of plastic 
pollution find their way into  
our oceans.

The Hot Scholars in Geography and Science have 
spent much of last term focussing on the big issues 
affecting our planet, and this was one more thing they 
were determined to make a difference in.

They decided to do a community litter clean as they 
knew they could do something to reduce this number.

They started on a wet Saturday morning at the River Dee 
band stand, moved onto the Meadows (where “Friends 
of the Meadows” already do an amazing job of keeping 
the area litter free), got the Ferry boat to Sandy Lane 
Park and eventually got back to the Grosvenor Park.

Here they were treated to a hot drink or an ice cream for 
all of their hard work.

And they did work hard…..After a 4 hour litter clean they 
managed to collect 6 full bin bags of recyclable plastics 
and 8 full bin bags of general rubbish. These were all 
then disposed of correctly.

Many members of the public complimented the students 
and thanked them for giving up 
their time for such a good cause. 
They even met a “Friends of  
the Meadows” volunteer who  
was very appreciative of their 
hard work.

The Hot Scholars are hoping to 
do this activity more often and 
are asking the Swan readers to 
suggest other local areas that 
could do with a litter clean.

They are very keen to have 
a positive impact on our 
environment and I think we 
would all agree they have 
already made a  
very positive start!
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Biology Field Trip

Before the October half term, the Year 
13 Biology group enjoyed a field trip 
to The Drapers Field centre in Betws- 
y-coed. The centre is set in the beautiful 
landscape of the Snowdonia National 
Park, and is a fabulous environment for 
A-level Biology students to apply  
their classroom learning to  
field-based investigations.

First up was a river study. Dressed in 
our waterproofs and wellington boots 
we collected water samples at several 
different points along the river. The 
students brought their samples back  
to the centre and began to examine  
the variety of invertebrates that live  
in the river.

We were all amazed (and a little 
horrified!) by the tiny worms and other 
creepy crawlies that we found in the 
water samples.

On day two we set off early in the 
morning for the coast at Anglesey to 
investigate the varying size of limpets 
along a rocky shore. Students had 
to work very efficiently to avoid the 
incoming tide! Their hard work was 
rewarded with a well-earned ice-cream 
in the Autumn sunshine.

On the third and final day students 
carried out their independently planned 
investigations that are a requirement 
of the A-Level course. Armed with 
clip-boards, quadrats, tape measures, 
and a selection of electronic measuring 
devices we walked to a local woodland.

Students investigated relationships 
between factors such as light intensity, 
soil pH, and wind speed on the 
abundance and diversity of woodland 
plants such as moss, grass, and ferns.

Back in the classroom, students 
analysed their findings using statistical 
tests and discussed the outcomes of 
their investigations. Staff were very 
impressed by the level of organisation 
and the scientific skills displayed by the 
Year 13 students.    

Students worked very hard over the 
three days to collect data in three 
different environments and to analyse 
their findings using statistical tests.

Staff at The Drapers Field centre 
commended the excellent work ethic 
and positive attitude of the Christleton 
Students. Overall the trip was a 
valuable learning experience, and a 
very enjoyable field trip!

Eleanor Perkins 
Trainee biology teacher
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RAF  
STEM  
Trip
10 Year 9 girls 
attended an RAF 
themed STEM trip 
at The University 
of Chester Science 
and Engineering 
faculty at Thornton 
Science Park. This 
was intended to 
promote girls interest 
in the STEM subjects 
beyond that of GCSE studies.

Students were tasked with 
building remote controlled 
devices to both fling ping 
pong balls as far as possible 
and build remotely controlled 
airships designed  
to carry  
provisions  
to a flood  
affected area.  
Students said  
that they found  
the experience  
useful and  
enjoyable.
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ArtsArtsPerformingPerforming

In the summer term of 2019, Christleton film fans got the 
chance to audition to be Young Reporters for the Into Film 
educational charity. The opportunity become a Young  
Reporter comes along only once every two years  
and it is open to all UK students aged 12-19.

Year 10 student Kathryn Gornall was one of the students who 
put together an audition tape this year, for which she reviewed 
two of her favourite movies, Pride and Source Code.

Kathryn has experience speaking in front of a camera, having 
previously taken part in BBC School Report and received 
honourable mention for the Poetry by Heart scheme.

Her confident and eloquent delivery served her well as  
Kathryn was one of the top fifty students invited to  
London for the live auditions.

By August she was delighted to receive the good news that 
she was one of only 26 students selected to be a Young 
Reporter from 2019 until 2021. At fourteen, Kathryn is also the 
youngest of the new intake of Into Film reporters.

In October, Kathryn received her first assignment to interview 
one of the stars of the 2019 documentary Coming Out On 
Youtube. The film is comprised of a montage of compelling 
breath-taking videos posted on the Internet by young gay, bi, 
lesbian and transgender teens.

The audience experiences their ground-breaking moments 
of coming out, after which their intimate and social lives are 
forever changed.

The Into Film producers said of Kathryn – “We’re very excited 
to be working with her as one of the new faces of our ‘Get 
into Film’ channel and we were impressed by her journalistic 
insight and her ability to explore the themes of Coming Out 
and make them relevant and accessible to her peers, while 
exploring the films impact for a wider audience. She showed 
great enthusiasm for exploring new stories and we are looking 
forward to applying her curiosity and insight to future projects.”

Kathryn’s first interview can be viewed on the ‘Get Into Film’ 
youtube channel and is only the first of many more to come!  

Filmclub ReporterFilmclub Reporter

Kathryn G
ornall:

Kathryn G
ornall:

Christleton 
High School win 

the secondary 
category of the  

2019 annual 
Childnet Film 
Competition 

winners !
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ArtsArts

Christleton High School attended a 
showcase event at the British Film 
Institute in London on the 2nd July, 
where a film created by their pupils was 
shown at a private screening. Their film 
was judged by industry experts, as one 
of three finalists within the secondary 
category of the tenth annual Childnet 
Film Competition. 

Founded in 2010, as a way of asking 
young people to focus on the positive 
use of the internet, the Childnet Film 
Competition invites schools and youth 
organisations from across the UK to 
capture their internet safety messages 
in a short film.  For 2019, the Film 
Competition invited young people to 
think about how we can all make a 
positive difference online by supporting 
young people to think about their vision 
for a better internet.

With over 120 entries across from 
across the UK, Christleton High 
School’s film ‘New Tools, Better 
Outcomes’ won the competition with 
a perfect score. Judged by a panel of 
experts from BAFTA, the BBC, BBFC 
and the BFI, their film will now be  
    used as internet safety resources  
          to educate other young  
            people about how to  
            use the internet.

This year BBC Own It will also 
showcase the finalists’ films, providing 
a unique opportunity for the young 
people to reach even more of their 
peers with their online safety messages.

Will Gardner OBE, CEO of Childnet, said:

“Over the last 10 years we have seen 
some amazing films entered in the 
competition, and it is so exciting to 
see how these have changed over 
the years. The 2019 Film Competition 
has seen some really inspiring entries, 
which show creative skills and a 
real passion for online safety and 
educating their peers. Each year we 
run this competition we have had 
great support, including from our 
excellent team of judges.

We have seen the impact that 
these films can have, with many 
schools across the UK using them as 
educational tools. The event today 
was a great opportunity for the young 
people to see their films on the big 
screen at the BFI and to celebrate their 
creativity and achievements.”

Arun Oakley (Year 7), Leila Oakley, Alyssa Hill, Mia Kelly 
and Lowri Sadler (all in Year 9), together with Lainey 
Evans and Nicole Ball (both in Year 10), are Childnet 
Competition winners!

What a brilliant day!  Our students workshopped about 
internet safety and had a glamorous screening before 
topping the day off with a fantastic win! They did us 
proud by discussing the topics and explaining the 
process of filming, and then teaching everyone  
about neurons and filming techniques.

David Austin OBE from the BBFC commented that  
“Every day is a school day” when he learned from  
the Christleton High School film that neurons do  
not directly touch.

One of the judges, Lisa Prime from BAFTA, is an ex-
Christleton High School student and she has been 
invited to visit the school if she is ever in the  
Chester area.

Each student received an extensive goody bag  
due to the event being sponsored by Disney.

Well done and congratulations to all involved.
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        Success is  
        Habit  
Forming!

Here was another phenomenal 
triumph in the list of CHS smash 
hits. It was a divine revelation of the 
heavenly host of talent that brings 
these shows to life.

There may have been quite a few 
prayers said in the build up to the 
performances, but every one of 
them was answered in this slickly 
choreographed, exuberantly sung and 
staggeringly staged production.

The set beautifully suggested 
both the night club venue 
and the architecture of the 
convent through its curved 
arches and stained-glass 
patterns. 

It’s Christmas Eve 
1977 and the 
show’s opening 
number “Take 
Me to Heaven” 
certainly did, 
as Deloris Van 
Cartier (Chumisa 
Dornford May), 
ably supported 
by her backing 
singers Michelle (Mia 
Scholes) and Tina 
(Ciara Golding) took 
us to the Pearly Gates 
of Mowtown aided by 
the heavenly disco 
glitterball effects.

What a tour de force opening! 
Chumisa lead, supported, energised 
and enabled everyone around her 
on stage whilst giving peerless vocal 
and dramatic performances. She 
demonstrated, throughout the show, 
her ability to play both comedy, with 
impeccable timing and gestures, as 
well as move us in the emotionally 
charged scenes. This sister has well 
and truly has got her act together.

A gangster and several henchmen 
then appear. Van Cartier's boyfriend, 
Curtis Jackson, (Archie Pytches) owns 
the nightclub. Deloris is overjoyed as 
she believes her boyfriend is going to 
introduce her to a record producer on 
that day. She soon learns, however, 
that this is not to be.

Jackson tells her he cannot join her 
for Christmas Day but gives her a coat, 
which she discovers belonged to his 

wife. Hurt and frustrated, 
Deloris goes to 

her 

backup singers Michelle and Tina and 
sings about her dreams of stardom 
and fame ("Fabulous, Baby!").

She decides to break up with Jackson 
and head out of Philadelphia to go 
fulfil her dreams on her own. When 
she happens to witness Curtis and 
his crew murder someone accused of 
'squealing' to the cops, however, she 
becomes terrified. Deloris promptly 
runs away as Curtis orders his men to 
get her and bring her back.

Some time later, Deloris runs into a 
police station and tells the desk chief, 
Eddie, (Ben Rackham) about what has 
happened. The two recognize each 
other as old friends from school with 
Deloris calling him Sweaty Eddie. 
Eddie decides that Deloris needs to go 
into the witness protection programme 
and sends her to the place he believes 
Jackson will never find her…a convent.
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It is a major feat of stagecraft to 
organise and achieve the vast number 
of astonishingly swift and fluid scene 
changes superbly achieved by student 
Stage Manager Alex MacLean and his 
amazing stage crew. They were on 
stage more often than some of the cast! 
However, their work was carried out 
with almost perfect invisibility.
When Deloris arrives at the convent, 
she is disappointed as she learns from 
the Mother Superior (Jess Thomas) that 
contact with the outside world is limited 
and that she cannot smoke, drink, or 
wear any of her less than appropriate 
clothing ("Here Within These Walls"). 
Jess has all the dignity and gravitas 
required of her in her role, added to 
which she has a beautifully clear voice 
and was a perfect foil for Deloris’ 

vocal acrobatics and they 
worked so well together.

Deloris joins the other 
nuns for dinner, is 
introduced as Sister 
Mary Clarence, and 
after 

several comedic interactions with the 
overly perky Sister Mary Patrick, Deloris 
discovers just how much is limited 
when she is a nun ("It's Good To Be A 
Nun").

This was a brilliantly witty, comedic 
number in which several of the nuns 
have cameo roles. She then asks 
them about what they're missing, and 
Mother Superior makes Deloris go on 

a fast. Meanwhile back in his 
nightclub, Curtis is frustrated 

that he cannot find 
Deloris anywhere.

He tells his 
thugs how he 
will not stop 

until he 
finds 

and kills her Archie clearly enjoyed the 
opportunity to play “the bad guy” for 
once and oozed menace in ("When I 
Find My Baby").

Back at the convent, Deloris is hungry 
from the fast. She goes across the 
street to a “shady” bar and is followed 
by Sister Mary Patrick (Mia Scudds) and 
Sister Mary Robert (Alice Watkinson), a 
shy and quiet nun.

Together, these three showed 
wonderful comedic timing. When the 
two nuns arrive, they see how fun 
things can be outside of the convent. 

        Success is  
        Habit  
Forming!
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However, Deloris recognizes Curtis’ 
men entering the bar. Suddenly there is 
a fight in the bar, giving Deloris, Sister 
Mary Patrick, and Sister Mary Robert a 
chance to escape.

Eddie and Mother Superior meet them 
back at the convent. Mother Superior 
confronts Deloris, telling her that she 
must conform to the life of the nuns. 
Eddie agrees and reveals that Curtis 
has upped the price on her head, 
so she needs to be careful. Deloris 
storms back to the convent after being 
informed that she has to wake up at 5 
a.m. and join the choir.

Eddie, now alone with only the drunks 
and homeless on the street, privately 
reflects on his desire to just let go and 
impress Deloris. Ben’s performance 
of "I Could Be That Guy" was one of 
the show’s many highlights. The vocal 
range demanded by the song didn’t 
phase him at all and it played very well 
into the beautiful mid-range of his voice. 
He is able to combine his acting talent 
effortlessly into the song’s delivery so 
that he was both heroic and vulnerable 
at the same time.

The following morning, Deloris attends 
the choir practice and realizes how 
bad the situation is. The chorus of nuns 
is one of the show’s major highlights. 
Not only can they sing badly to order, 
they can also raise the roof with joyous 
gospel energy.

Deloris offers to teach them thus taking 
over from Sister Mary Lazarus, (Maisie 

Spauls) an older nun. Maisie is quite 
remarkable in presenting this old nun 
with such believable physicality. Deloris 
teaches the nuns how to sing in key 
and on time. She also manages to 
break the quiet and timid Sister Mary 
Robert out of her shell.

That Sunday, the choir performs a 
rousing up-tempo hymn which is in fact 
a reprise of the song Deloris sang in 
the night club ("Take Me To Heaven") 
Although the church is struggling, 
the improved performance and new 
material bring an influx of donations 
and membership. Mother Superior, 
however, is horrified how the simple 
traditional choir she knew has changed 
and become modern.

In the Second Act, Mother Superior 
wants to get rid of Deloris, but 
Monsignor O'Hara (Will Lawrence) 
reminds her that the men who were 
planning to buy the church love the 
choir and have given their money to 
improve and keep the church. This 
is because the choir has become 
incredibly successful and the money 
from donations has paid for the church 
to be remodelled and fixed.

Will gives a perfect comic turn which 
contrasts beautifully with the stern 
Mother Superior. The Monsignor sees 
himself as embracing everything 
that is new and modern. "Sunday 
Morning Fever" gives the nuns, Deloris, 
Monsignor, Mother Superior and Eddie 
a chance to “strut their stuff” in an 
exuberant display of gospel fervour that 
is quite infectious”!

Later, Monsignor O'Hara bursts in 
with the exciting news that the choir 
has been asked to perform a special 
concert in front of the Pope. Deloris is 
thrilled but also regretful; Curtis and his 
henchmen have spotted Deloris with 
the choir on the television accepting 

the invitation. Curtis orders his thugs to 
get into the convent and bring Deloris 
back.

The Thugs (Dan Brown, Ben Caelers, 
William Johnson, Dylan Shone, Byron 
Sudlow and Jac Williams) discuss how 
they will do this ("Lady In The Long 
Black Dress"). These two numbers gave 
the lads a chance to shine in this high 
comedy number in which they present 
their individual “pulling” techniques that 
they think will successfully get them 
inside the convent.

It is possibly, the funniest moment in 
the show and all the boys are to be 
congratulated on their brilliant interplay 
in this number. Meanwhile, Mother 
Superior prays to God and asks why 
He has given her the challenge that 
is named Deloris ("I Haven't Got A 
Prayer"). Jess makes the most of this 
beautiful song, not only singing it with 
a purity and emotional power, but 
also acting it convincingly. She soon 
receives a call from Eddie.

Deloris is approached by the Nuns 
before they go to sleep, asking her to 
lead them in prayer for their show for 
the Pope, on the following day ("Bless 
The Show"). Mother Superior arrives 
shortly thereafter and informs Deloris 
that the court date for Curtis has  
moved up to the next day and  
she must leave immediately.

The other nuns overhear this and 
Deloris is forced to tell them the truth 
about who she really is and that she 
cannot perform with them. Deloris 
quickly runs off to get her things 
followed by Sister Mary Robert while 
the other nuns disappointingly go 
back to their rooms.

As Deloris prepares to leave, 
Sister Mary Robert begs to come 
with her claiming that she has 
been inspired to become a 
stronger person and go after 
the things she wants ("The 
Life I Never 
Led"). Alice 
Watkinson 
is truly 
memorable 
in this song 
as she acts 
and performs 
it with amazing 
skill and power.

Her transformation 
is complete from timid 
novitiate to empowered 
woman wanting to embrace 
the world rather than fear 
it. It is another wonderful 
moment in the show. 
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Deloris tells her that she doesn't need 
her to do that, and that she can do it 
all herself if she really wants to. Deloris 
runs from the convent and stays at 
Eddie's house for the night.

While there she initially is overjoyed 
that the following day she will testify 
against Curtis and his boys to go back 
to pursuing the career she's dreamed 
of ("Fabulous, Baby!"). Chumisa in this 
song not only shows her phenomenal 
ability to act and sing but totally 
engages the audience in the emotional 
truth of her character and situation. 
It is both strangely upbeat and heart-
breaking at the same time.

Feeling immense guilt for abandoning 
her sisters when they needed her, 
however, she begins to reflect on 
her life and finally realizes that the 
choices she is making will leave her 
with nothing but fame and money. 
She decides to return to the convent 
and sing with her sisters in a dazzling 
bravura display of vocal brilliance from 
everyone. ("Sister Act").

Elsewhere, Curtis thinks up a new 
way to get into the convent. Dressed 
as nuns, Curtis and his boys sneak 
into the convent. They find and chase 
Deloris. The Nuns see that, and they 
all prepare to protect Deloris. Mother 
Superior, however, is adamant that they 
stay away and call the police, which 
prompts an outburst from Sister Mary 
Robert who tells her that she won't be 
quiet anymore ("The Life I Never Led 
[Reprise]"). The other nuns agree and all 

go running through the convent looking 
for Deloris.

Deloris eventually runs into Curtis, 
leading to a final confrontation. He 
is armed and dangerous, and she is 
scared but calm. He demands that 
Deloris get on her knees and beg for 
her life. However, all the sisters and 
nuns run in unafraid; they stand in front 
of her telling him that they will have 
to go through them first ("Sister Act"). 
Jackson is about to start firing at the 
nuns when Eddie comes in and fights 
Curtis off. He arrests him and his boys.

Mother Superior and Deloris come to a 
truce and agree to accept each other 
-- warts and all. As the end approaches, 
we transition to the performance in 
front of the Pope as the nuns stand 
in unison with their voices ringing in 
harmony, led by a changed Deloris Van 
Cartier ("Spread The Love Around"). 
In the finale to end all finales, the 
costumes were outrageously  
glitzy and “camp”.

The costumes for Monsignor, Mother 
Superior and the choirboy razzle 
dazzle for Curtis and crew took the 
breath away. This Ensemble number 
got everyone to their feet on every 
performance because the sheer energy, 
commitment, brilliance of the whole 
production made everyone want to join 
in and be part of it.

The cast, crew, the onstage musicians, 
designers, costumes, choreography, 
brilliantly staged by Annie Haworth, 
lighting, designed, rigged and 
masterminded by students Oliver 
Hynds and Robbie Bradshaw all 
deserved the raucous appreciation of 
such amazing skill and talent. 

Finally, a huge thanks must go to His 
Eminence, Pope Simon Phillips the 
First for blessing the production with is 
amazing creative vision and talent. He 
clearly performed miracles – and that’s 
the gospel truth!
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Y7 1st   Laurent Beech         Aimee Wright
2nd   Cameron Darlington       Shannon Moore

3rd   Callum Baillie         Alice Craven
 

Y8 1st        Noah Freeman                  Isabel Barnes
2nd        Jack Robinson                   Beatrice Webber

3rd   Loki Konstant-Hambling  Hannah Mercer
 

Y9 1st  Archie Ford            Jodi Bernard
2nd  Charlie Lowman   Alex Parry

3rd  Ben Flint            Leila Oakley

     
     

      
      

  Sketchbook

     
     

      
      

        
    Competition

     
     

      
      

        
                       Winners
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In Year 12 Fine Art, we started the academic year by learning how to 
combine unrelated themes to make new and original ideas.

We had to combine small repeated motifs, like shells, scales, letters, 
petals and bones with artwork made in response to John Piper’s 
washy Gothic paintings. Surprisingly, we found links between things 
that, at first, appeared unrelated.

Here is some vocabulary that will give clues to the links we found 
between the artists’s church paintings and our chosen motifs – some 
of the words are familiar and some are a bit more unusual:

Ossuary  Santiago de Compostella / St James   
Graffiti Iconic cultural symbols    
Weddings Mothballing   
Seasonal 
In A Level Fine Art we have to explore and combine ideas, and these 
ideas are part of the creation of our pieces of original artwork.

As soon as we understood how to combine ideas, and our artworks 
were well underway, we were asked to share our learning with the 
Key Stage below ours by running workshops for KS4 Art students!

Members of 12A/Ar1 Fine Art

A Level Fine Art
  See One Make One Teach One
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George Davies is a GCSE Fine Art student but that’s not all! Beyond  
school, he is a prolific independent painter. He is very interested  
in painting outdoors and likes to try to convey the mood of  
special places and the character of wildlife subjects. 

He has exhibited twice in London’s National Open Art, Chester Grosvenor 
Open Art, Castle Park Open and, also, was the Society of All Artists  
Junior overall winner 2015 at age 11. 

This autumn, George had an exciting public art exhibition at Castle Park 
Arts Centre in Frodsham from 18th September – 30th October.
Well done to George for all of these achievements  
and good luck for the future!

Geo
rge D

av
ies

Year 7 Pho t o g r a p h y 
Sign Board Competition

Thank you to everyone that took part!  
The entries were fantastic. 

1st Lucy Wilson
Leah Done

2nd Lottie Blake
Lauren Evans

3rd Jemima McCormick
Louis Beddows
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Paul Shipper 
 

This year Media Studies and Art  

students from Years 9-13 got the  

chance to take part in a Skype  

call with award winning film,  

TV and advertisement  

illustrator Paul Shipper.

Autumn 2019 KS3 
Sketchbook Competition Winners 
Congratulations to…
Y7 1st    Oliver Wrigley & Marika Miller
 2nd    Amelie Lyons & Tomos Williamson
 3rd    Joshua Bibby & Alice Liversage
 
Y8 1st    Callie Evans & Matty Young
 2nd    Charlie Prime & Carys Evans
 3rd    Alfie Chomsomboon & Isla Mackie
 
Y9 1st    Zach Rowe & Lucy Reeves
 2nd    Benjamin Rees & Beatrice Webber
 3rd    Daisy Crawford & Noah Freeman 

Well done to all of the winners in the autumn sketchbook competition!  
Winners’ names go into a hat and then there is a prize draw. The  
higher your rank in the competition, the more times your name goes  
into the hat. The lucky draw winners then win prizes. There are two  
more sketchbook competition this year.

Paul spoke to students about 
a career in design which has 
seen his work used by many 
major motion picture studios and 
agencies. Having created official 
art for films, Paul had valuable 
insight to share with students 
about how to become successful 
within the creative industries.

Paul, whose niece Charlotte 
Hallam attends CHS, spoke to our 
students about the ‘one sheet’ 
posters hung in cinema lobbies 
that inspired him back when he 
was at school. He spoke about his 
love for the craft and beauty of the 
illustrated film poster. Paul told of 
how he has stayed committed to 

his vision of making art inspired 
by the posters he loves despite 
pressure to make different kinds 
of artwork.

He describes this commitment as 
‘a self-proclaimed mission to bring 
the beloved 'old school' illustrated 
movie posters I grew up with back 
to the cinema... and beyond.’
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Whilst remaining true to his 
'retro' vision, Paul ensures 
that his artwork has a 
modern appeal. Paul told 
our students about the way 
he constructs his artworks, 
detailing the ways he uses 
approaches developed in  
his traditional Art schooling 
to help him with the  
digital paintings that  
he makes today.

Paul told students about 
the changing ways in which 
people view posters and 
how this has opened up  
new opportunities for him.  
 
He also gave students 
information about how he 
has built his reputation, his 

network of clients and  
his business.  

The students who attended 
spoke afterwards about, 
not only how useful and 
informative the talk was but, 
how impressed they were 
by how down to earth and 
likable Paul was. CHS Art 
and Media Departments are 
very grateful that someone 
so successful would take 
the time to chat with our 
students and would like to 
publicly thank Paul and thank 
the Hallam family for helping 
to make this possible.

It was an invaluable 
opportunity for students to 
chat with someone in Paul’s 

position… an artist 
who has had his 
work appreciated 
and praised by 
members of the 
film industry, 
including:  

• J.J. Abrams  

• Frank Darabont  

• Bob Gale  

• Edgar Wright  

• Simon Pegg  

• Duncan Jones  

• Tom Tykwer  

• The Wachowski's 
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DT Electronics
In DT Electronics, 
we were 
challenged to 
design and 
create our own 
circuit boards. 
Everybody in 
our form had 
the choice 
whether they 
wanted to build 
a temperature 
sensor, a moisture 
sensor, a light 
sensor or a 
pressure 
sensor.

As we went through the course we kept learning 
new things, as we learnt these things we were 
then able to add new things to our circuit board.

When we first walked through the door Ms Hillier 
was very welcoming, plus we already knew her 

from the previous year. The first thing that we 
did was discuss what we were going to 
make and how we were going to do it.

On the second lesson we were straight 
in to the action of designing our boards 
on the computers. We used a designing 
programme called Circuit Wizard 3.5. 
After a few lessons of designing and 
learning how to produce a circuit board, 
everybody had to write instructions on 
how to make a jam sandwich.

This was to show us the importance of making 
sure instructions were accurate so when we programmed 
our circuits we would give them enough information to work 
properly. We then actually made jam sandwiches following 
the instructions!

When we then created our circuit boards we started  
to populate the boards. We were all independent 

and did it separately with help from our peers  
or the teacher.

I think that we have all really enjoyed Electronics 
and would love to stay, but sadly have to move 
on to our next adventure – Textiles.

Daisy Hearne 8La1

This year three students: John Jessop, 
Emily Page and Oliver Hynds, were lucky 
enough to gain scholarships through 
the prestigious Arkwright Engineering 
Scholarships programme. The 
Scholarships aim to “inspire and  
nurture school-age students to be 
the country’s future leaders of the 
Engineering Profession”. 

Even applying for the scholarship is a 
very difficult and strenuous activity. First 
there is a written application that must 
be completed not unlike a personal 
statement; detailing why the student 
wishes to pursue engineering as a career, 
what their future plans are, proof of their 
interests in Engineering out of school, and 
also details about a practical project that 
they have undertaken.

Next comes a 2 hour design exam, in 
which students must create several 
detailed design sheets, with a variety of 
different solutions to different problems, 
all under exam conditions. These two 
sections are assessed and marked and 
then successful students are invited 
to interview days, in which they are 
interviewed by a representative 
from the Arkwright trust and an  
industry professional.

This is, and we speak from personal 
experience, a very daunting prospect, as 
it is the first formal interview that most if 
not all students will have taken in their 
lives. After all of the interviews have 

taken place, up and down the country, 
the final emails are sent out and students 
are informed as to whether they have 
ascertained a scholarship or not.

The scholarship lasts for the two years 
that the student is in Sixth Form or 
college. The students are partnered 
up with an industry mentor who will 
hopefully be able to help them to achieve 
their goals, and also offer help with any 
projects that might be undertaken by the 
scholar as a part of the scholarship.  

There is also £600 of funding provided 
over the two years to aid in educational 
endeavours, such as projects, courses 
and materials to aid in studies.  John is 
going to put some of this money  
towards his EPQ.

Another key aspect of the scholarship is 
the events that are offered to scholars, 
every four months a newsletter is sent out 
detailing any upcoming events that are 
available to scholars, past events have 
included a Nuclear power summer school 
and “An Introduction to Lubricants and 
Chemical Engineering”.

We already have a number of Year 11s  
who have decided to apply for the 
scholarship this year, hopefully these 
students will have the same level of 
success!  If you would like to know  
more about this scholarship, please  
speak to Mrs Stewart in D&T.

John, Emily & Oliver

Introducing our Arkwright Scholars!
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Food Comments...
Jan O’Donnell • DT Food was loads of fun. 
I made the savoury rice and oaty biscuits 
again at home- they were the best! Food 
lessons really help with life situations.

Meheka Bareja • I have really enjoyed my 
food DT lessons. They are really fun and 
I’ve learnt many new skills. The teachers 
are really nice and teach you a lot of new 
skills in a fun way. The recipes are really nice 
and I will definitely make these recipes again.

Alf Crawford • Over the half term, DT food has been 
one of my favourite subjects. My favourite recipe was  
the apple crumble because it tasted very nice. Thank you  
Mrs Kelly and Mrs Johnson

Harriet Polley • I loved having Mrs Johnson for DT food because she helped us 
learn about safety in the kitchen, what to eat and how to cook safely. I liked all 
the food we cooked but the most challenging was the pizza because you had to 
get the dough perfect for it to work. I enjoyed the more challenging recipes and 
they were very tasty.

Mia Maddocks • I found my first DT food lessons enjoyable. I liked how we learnt 
new skills by just changing one ingredient like flour to wholemeal flour. It made a 
difference to how healthy the recipe became.

Bailey Pedlow • I really enjoyed the food lessons because they were really 
fun and the food we made was really good like the apple crumble and the oaty 
biscuits. My favourite practical was the pizza.

Sam Roberts-Ardolino • I have really enjoyed cooking different foods each 
lesson and learning how much fat, sugar and salt is in different food products. My 
favourite that we made was the pasta sauce because it was a challenge chopping 
the onion as it made me cry! I learnt how to cook food and now know that I need 
to eat more fruit and vegetables.

Ava Bayes Kitcher • I remember my first DT food lesson. I was really excited to do 
some cooking. My favourite lesson was when we made jam buns because they 
were delicious. My food lessons has  
made me realise how hard and  
pressurised it is to cook, 
especially if you’re a chef.  
I’m glad I had DT food in  
the first term of starting  
at Christleton. I’ve really  
enjoyed it.

Arkwright 
Scholarship
We are delighted to announce  
that three of our Year 12 students 
have been successful in gaining  
the prestigious Arkwright 
Engineering Scholarship. 

Oliver Hynds, John Jessop and 
Emily Page have worked extremely 
hard during the final months of 
Year 11 on the application process 
which involved a 2 hour exam and 
interviews at Sheffield and  
Lancaster University. 

Over the next 2 years at Sixth Form 
Oliver, John and Emily will benefit 
from the following: 

• A financial reward

• Personal development 
opportunities

• Support from their industry 
sponsor

• Industry-based engineering 
experience days

• University-based VIP Receptions

• Early notification of national 
competitions

• Networking with like-minded 
students

They will attend an awards 
ceremony in London later this 
autumn where they will officially 
receive their scholarships.
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All rucksack contents checked and minibus 
packed, the convoy set off on the A55, 
making a pit stop at a fast food outlet for the 
Last Supper before expedition. A warm and 
calm evening, tents pitched and an early 
night ready for an efficient start to Day 1  
of the Gold test. DofE Dave was up early  
to see teams off site, some teams more 
eager than others.

Come Dine With Me was the theme of the 
first evening meal. With points awarded for 
taste, presentation and originality it was a 
close competition. The winning 3 teams  
were awarded sought after food on a  
budget from a local provision which  
were consumed with great delight.

The weather had some typical North Wales 
wetness, especially at the start of day 2 

where a 30 min delay to let the downpour 
pass, proved beneficially, but low cloud 
still required some intricate navigation with 
maps, compass and bearings in low visibility.

The remainder of the expedition went 
smoothly, a few aching hips and wet feet but 
overall DofE Dave was extremely pleased 
with the skill in the teams and passed 
everyone. Expedition presentations  
were submitted by the end of September,  
the videos and powerpoints were a  
great record of the 4 days.

Not only have memories been made, 
skills learnt, opportunities had and new 
experiences encountered by all, but also  
and the chance to go to wear the Gold 
badge and go to the Palace to receive  
the certificate will soon be reality.
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Rucksacks packed with only the 
necessary items teams arrived at 
2 locations Malpas and Kelsall and 
registered with Christleton staff. 
The test route was duplicated onto 
a second map by each team, the 
instructors ensured each team was 
prepared and checked everyone  
had the right equipment.

The weather proved to be a challenge 
this weekend with sun, showers and 
torrential downpours. Camping near 
Tattenhall in a large field enabled 
teams to have more space than the 
practice and with more daylight hours 
cooking tea seemed easier and the 
menus more enjoyable.

Navigation skills were more accurate, 
although some had to correct 
themselves a few times. Teams had 
settled into their roles supporting each 
other and put together a presentation 
about their expedition, which 
Christleton staff had the delight of 
listening to and assessing.

With the expedition completed and 
all passing this section students 
can now concentrate on getting the 
other sections finished and evidence 
uploaded to edofe ready for the 
presentation evening in March with 
some moving onto the Silver level.

Silver
Two groups of teams prepared 
themselves for their Silver expedition 
assessment and with their aim in mind 
set off from two locations in north east 
Wales, knowing that DofE Dave (the 
assessor) was out and about on the 
hills remotely assessing their skills.

The weather on both expeditions was 
mixed, teams experienced sunshine 
during the day and cold evenings  
once the sun had gone down.

Teams worked well together and used 
their navigation skills ensuring they 
made the checkpoints each day.

At the end of the expedition the 
assessor gave positive feedback,  
all students passed the expedition  
and some were recommended to 
continue onto Gold.

Expedition presentations were all 
handed in by the end of the term and 
were entertaining reading. It’s now time 
for students to complete their other 
sections: volunteering, physical and 
skills, so they are ready for Gold as 
soon as they reach 16 years of age.
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This was followed by a good effort from our 
Year 9 cricketers in their first game of the 
year. However, Abbeygate College set too 
high a target with their impressive 78-1 from 
8 overs. 36-3 means a defeat by 42 runs. 

Two further great games of cricket against 
The Kings School saw good displays 
by both U15s and U13s in wonderful 
surroundings, with both narrowly losing.

Back to school and back to cricket. A close 
fought game against Upton-By-Chester 
High School was staged at Christleton 
Cricket Club, but just like England did the 
U13s team fell just short in their run chase, 
losing by 12 runs. 

A final game in was played against 
Tarporley High School amazingly, despite 
all the rain! Well done to our Year 9/10 boys 
who beat our opponents by 22 runs after a 
brilliant batting performance put the game 
out of reach! 

Our students have been 
enjoying some success 
on the cricket pitch. A 
glorious afternoon to 
started the cricket season 
off! Year 7+8 beat Abbeygate 
by 15 runs after setting the 
hosts a target of 58-1. 

Good SportsGood Sports

Cricket
With the dawn of each school year 
comes the promise of inter-school 
rugby at Tarporley High School’s 
famous weekly festivals. Not only 
that though this year, but with 
Maths’ very own Mr Holmes taking 
up a role as rugby coach on Tuesday 
afternoons, the sport has got a place 
on Christleton High School’s regular 
sporting map once more.
Year 10 to 7 all competed in the events, with Christleton High 
School and Bishop Heber High School the only schools to 
attend every festival along with the hosts. The Year 10 event 
was eagerly anticipated by many, with a strong squad that 
won the Chester and District competition in its final ever year. 
Boasting the likes of Josh Walley, Louis Jones and Archie Ford 
in their ranks, Christleton High School had a target on their back 
as the other schools wanted to topple the giants in yellow.

Bishop Heber, Tarporley and Upton-By-Chester High Schools’ 
all tried and failed to beat the Christleton High School Year 
10s though, and with the defensive heroics of man-of-the-
tournament Louis Jones largely to thank, Christleton won  
every match they played and made a strong start to the  
month of competitive rugby.

Rugby stars for the 
Next World Cup…

The Swan - The Magazine from Christleton High School74 Autumn Term 2019



Good SportsGood Sports Football Successes

All the players that have 
represented the school have  
been a credit to themselves and  
to Christleton. We have received 
lots of praise and positive  
feedback from opposition 
managers and teachers and  
from officials and referees.

Christleton has enjoyed cup 
game and final success in all 
competitions including National, 
Cheshire and Chester and District 
Cup Competitions.

Small sided 
competitions
Year 7 boys finished Runners up  
in the Chester & District small  
sided cup competition hosted  
by Abbey Gate College. 

This result was matched by the 
Year 8 & 9 girls team who were  
so unlucky to loose with the last 
kick of their Final.

The Year 7 girls enjoyed their first 
taste of representing Christleton 
High School with some fantastic 
performances in their year group 
competition, culminating with a 3 – 
0 victory in their final game.  

National Cup 
Competition
The Christleton teams entered 
in the ESFA National Girls Cup 
Competition are looking forward 
to play their next round ties in 
November. The Under 18’s are 

away at Bishop Heber High School 
in the second round and the Year 8 
& 9 team travel to play Woodchurch 
High School in the third round. 
 
The Year 7 boys team have already 
secured two fantastic victories 
against Laurus Cheadle Hukme 
(11-3) and Rainhill High School (8-2) 
and will play Bishop Heber on 12th 
November in the third round. 

The Under 18’s boys play Sandbach 
School in their second round tie on 
the 6th November.

Cheshire Cup 
Competition
In the Cheshire Cup competitions, 
the Sixth Form boys team are 
looking forward to a local derby 
fixture against Upton-By-Chester 
High School in the second round 
after defeating Neston High  
School (10-1).

The Year 10 team are anticipating 
a second round fixture after 
progressing past Lymm High 
School (3-2) overcoming both a 
competitive team and a very  
small and muddy pitch.

In the Under 16 Girls Cup 
Competition, the combined Year 
10 & 11 team have progressed to 
a second round fixture against 
Neston High School in November.
Unfortunately both the Year 7 and 
the combined 8 & 9 girls teams  
lost out to strong opponents in 
their first round fixtures.

Chester 
& District 
Competition
Both of the Year 7 & 8 girls and 
Year 8 & 9 girls teams have Quarter 
Final ties to look forward to in the 
New Year.   

Year 7 and Year 8 boys are playing 
Blacon High School in their quarter 
final ties in the New Year. Year 10 
face Catholic High School, Year 
11 have Upton-By-Chester High 
School and the Sixth Form face 
Tarporley High School.  

Year 9 are already looking forward 
to their Semi Final fixture after their 
victory over a strong Queens Park 
High School team.  

Good luck to all our teams in their 
fixtures in the Chester & District 
Cup Competitions in November 
after a successful start to the 
competition. 

Cook Cup 
The Sixth Form was divided year 12 
v Year 13 this month as the annual 
Charity game took place for the 
boys football teams.

The game was eagerly anticipated 
and played in a competitive 
manner, the Year 13 team made 
their experience count to end the 
day as Champions and retain the 
trophy for their year group.

It has been another busy and successful term for 
Christleton High School football teams, with small  
sided cup successes, National and Cheshire cup  
games and fixtures in the Chester & District Cup 

competition. In just nineteen school days in October  
10 football fixtures have been played.
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As rain delayed the Year 9 festival 
the week after, it was next the turn 
of Year 8. Taking a large squad 
of 16 across Cheshire for the 
small sided event, this was the 
biggest squad 
Christleton 
featured in any 
of the events. 

Many of the 
players were 
inexperienced; 
with some never 
having played 
competitive 
rugby before, 
but an enjoyable time was had 
by all. Having lost their opening 
2 matches against Tarporley 
High School 
and Bishop 
Heber High 
School, the 
boys in yellow 
kept their 
motivation 
high and 
battled to 
a brilliant 
draw against 
Catholic 
High School in what was a 
fantastic match. Eddie Pytches, 
Alex Woodbury and Isaac Capes 
were the top 
performers on 
the day

Year 7 followed 
7 days later, 
and in their 
first ever rugby 
match they 
scored 7 tries! 
Joe Baillie and 
Will Wilson were 
the pick of the bunch as Christleton 
High School picked off Catholic 
High School, but they soon found 
themselves against much tougher 
opponents as Tarporley High 
School took advantage of any 
complacency that may have set in, 
inflicting a tough defeat. 
In their 3rd and final match 
however, Christleton High School 
gave Bishop Heber High School 
a very competitive game and 
narrowly ran out losers, despite 
heroic defensive efforts from Jack 
Skillen – having never played a 
rugby match before.

Finally, Year 9’s rescheduled 
tournament came to pass on 
October 22nd in the last week of 
term, with passing the ball a far cry 
from the style of play implemented. 

With big runners 
of the ball on 
the field such 
as Jake Mayers, 
Joe Inglis, 
Dan Cakir and 
James Wheeler; 
Christleton High 
School had size 
and power in their 
ranks that made 
other schools 

quake in their boots.

The most well attended festival of 
them all, a total of 6 
schools were there, 
with Abbey Gate 
College, Upton-
By-Chester High 
School and Brine 
Leas School joining 
the 3 regulars. 
Having taken only 
a small squad, Mr 
Clark was delighted 

to see former 
Christleton rugby coach James 
Preston in attendance with Bishop 
Heber High School who – with his 

enormous squad 
of 23 boys – 
decided to create 
the ‘Chester 
and District 
Barbarians’, fusing 
Bishops Heber 

Year 7

Year 7

Year 8

High School with Christleton High 
School to give a full 15 man team. 

Adding experienced Bishops 
Heber High School players to the 
pure power of the Christleton High 
School boys made for an exciting 
prospect, but Abbey Gate College 
proved too well organised for the 
makeshift squad to damage. 

Next up, it was the Barbarians 
against the remaining Bishops 
Heber High School players in what 
turned out to be a very enjoyable 
match up, and despite a Bishops 
Heber High School winger scoring 
against his own school, the 
Barbarians were defeated once 
more. One final game playing just 
8-a-side was a pure Christleton 
High School squad against Upton-
By-Chester High School, which 
provided the moment of the night 
when Joe Inglis powered over the 
line to score a brilliant try.

Opportunities to play rugby at 
Christleton are growing again! Sign 
up for Wednesday afternoon CEPD 
sessions with external coaches, 
and come down to try your hand 
with Mr Holmes on a Tuesday 
afternoon! We’d love to see  
you there!

Year 9
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The weather stayed fair for the first 
race of the season at Walton Hall 
Gardens in Warrington. Each race 
having 70 runners on a grassy and 
wooded course and after several 
days of rain, very wet. 

Teams of girls and boys for the 
Junior (Year 7 & 8) and Inters (Year 
9 & 10) arrived in good time which 
meant we walked the course in 
preparation. The Junior girls were 
off first. Ruby came across the 
finishing line first for Christleton, 
5th followed by Molly, Lottie, Sylvie, 
Evie and Lara in the same race. All 
the Junior girls completed the race 
in good spirits, finishing 3rd overall, 
just missing out going through to 
the next round.

Next out were the Junior boys, 
another fantastic effort with Fin 
finishing first for the team followed 
by Aidan, Tom, James, Bailey and 
Ben, who had to retrieve his spikes 
from the mud.  A good 4th position 
overall for the Junior boys.

English Schools Athletics 
Association Cross Country Cup

A committed inter girls team 
of 6 girls lined up, eager to get 
underway. Sophie attacked the 
course finishing first for Christleton 
and 4th overall. A determined  
effort by all the girls with a  
final 7th overall.

Junior Girls L-R Lara 
(7), Evie (8), Ruby (8), 
Molly (7), Lottie (7), 

Sylvie (7)

Junior Boys L-R 
James (7), Bailey (7), 
Aidan (8), Fin (7), Ben 

(7), Tom (8)

Inter Girls L-R 
Jodi (10), Hannah 
(10), Lauren (10), 

Anna (10), Lowri (10)

Chester and 
District Cross 
Country

Success in the 
Cross Country

In both the boys and the girls 
competition the top 20 (District 
qualifying) and 5 (County qualifying) 
positions were up for grabs, so 
competition was high to represent the 
district and get a county team place.

The girls event was held at Christleton, 
the Minor girls team (Year 7) finished 
1st overall brought home by Molly, 
Sylie, Lottie, Lara and Ava. The Junior 
girls team (Years 8 & 9 ) came 4th with 
an outstanding performance by Ruby 
finishing 3rd. Sophie and Jodi ran the 
Inter girls team finishing 1st and  
second respectively.

8 athletes from these races have 
been selected to run for district team 
at the Cheshire Championships in 
February and 5 running for Cheshire 
in November. A fantastic set of results, 
well done. 

The boys cross country teams visited 
Bishops Heber for their event. In the 
Minors race Finn and James were 1st 
and 2nd, Oliver, Alfie, Alex and Max 
brought the team home 2nd overall.  
In the Inters Isaac, Henry and Ted  
all ran a good race. 

A total of 18 students will represent the 
district at the Cheshire Championships 
event in February 2019 and 6 students 
have been invited to represent 
Cheshire in December.
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Bradley Benton 
Golf U16 Golf 
Champion

Sporting

Heroes
Some of our 
students have had 
a busy summer 
excelling in a 
variety of sporting 
endeavours. 

Congratulations to 
the following:

Cerys Wojtan 
Netball Manchester 
Thunder U17 Futures

Sophie Grainger 
Cross Country  
Cheshire  
Cross Country Stephanie Jones 

Athletics Cheshire  
Long Jump Champion

Tom Goodwin 
Basketball 
Phoenix U16
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Ciara McNicolas & 
Aoife Higgins 
Acro-Gymnastics European 
Champions and Runners Up

Isabel Barnes 
Figure Skating 
National Champions

Joe Booth Ralf 
Schumacher 
National Karting 
Champion

9

Teigan Foster 
Rowing National 
CompetitionsCharlotte, Lucy 

and Will Harrison 
Netball and Football
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“Can You tell Me More 
About What You Do……?” 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Advance Notice: Careers Conference 
Wednesday 1st July 2020

•  Following on from really successful  
 events over the last three years,   
 we are now planning our fourth   
 annual Careers Information Evening  
 with the aim of making this event  
  even bigger and better.
 
• In addition to having representatives  
 from a wide range of different   
 occupations on hand to give   
 individual advice and an insight into  
 what their job involves we also   
 hope to make a selection of   
 workshops available for the  
 benefit of our students
 

•  The evening will be a great   
 opportunity for all students from   
 Year 13 to find out more about the  
 future world of work.
 
•  The event is a part of our on-going  
 commitment to raising students’   
 aspirations and encouraging them  
 to think about future pathways; the  
 evening aims to inspire students to  
 find out more about the career paths  
 available and to meet people from a  
 variety of different occupations. 

 

•  Previous year’s events have featured  
 dozens of different representatives,  
 including organisations such as   
 Airbus, Energy Innovation Centre,  
 Essar Oil, and Vauxhall Motors.   
 We are always looking to expand  
 the range of organisations   
 involved, and would welcome   
 approaches from any companies  
 wishing to take part this year.

 • Please make a note of the date  
 in your diaries. If you are able   
 to come along as a representative  
 for a particular business, company  
 or occupation, please contact  
 Jenny Brown by email:  
 brownj@christletonhigh.co.uk
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