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                          we would like to do,      
                     and as with so much of 
       our extra-curricular provision,
we rely on our teachers' goodwill,
dedication, and professionalism to
provide the extra input required to
ensure our students are ready for
those summer exams.

In late November, I was very
moved to present to Ethan Slater
his new mechanical stand-up
wheelchair. It was a couple of
weeks before the anniversary of
his dreadful accident and it was a
very emotional time for him and
his family, and for all those
affected by it. The wheelchair
enables Ethan to stand at the
same height as his peers, as well
as maintaining his leg muscles,
ensuring he keeps his strength; it
also aids circulation and breathing
exercises. I want to thank
everyone who contributed to
raising the £11,500 – to the Steve
Morgan Foundation, to the CHSA,
to the kind parent who donated
her £200 first prize 
in the draw to the fund, and 
to our amazing students 
and staff, for their 
fundraising 
endeavours – you
have all made a 
huge difference 
to this young 
man’s life – 
and I thank 
you from the 
bottom of 
my heart.

It is 
starting to 
feel like 
our school 
again. Things are 
far from ‘normal’, 
but there is a buzz about the place 

Headteacher's
Report 

The festive season is upon us, and
the Autumn term draws to a close.
Like so many others, this school
term has again been affected by
the Covid-19 pandemic. In
October, we spent four weeks
under the direction of the CWAC
Public Health team, and I want to
publicly thank them for their
support, especially in arranging
the on-site PCR testing, which was
carried out over four days. At its
peak, the outbreak affected about
80 students at any one time; we
have had over 300 positive cases
since the start of term. Daily
student cases are now down to
single figures, but staff cases have
placed a significant burden on 

operations this half term. Supply
cover has been tough to source,
and I am immensely grateful to all
staff for pitching in and covering
lessons for absent colleagues.
Despite that, it has been a busy
Autumn term, and at times I am
pleased to say that it has felt ‘quite
normal’! 

Our extra-curricular offer has
resumed, and despite Covid-19
restrictions, we were delighted to
see the return of so many extra-
curricular events: sporting fixtures
are back in full swing (I was
delighted to watch our Year 8 boys
beat Blacon High School 2-1 in the
first round of the Chester Cup), Art
competitions, (see the winning
design for this year’s school
Christmas card on the cover),
Science clubs are back, Performing
Arts, Enterprise events, not to
mention hosting a Cheshire Cross-
country event and two primary
school seven-a-side competitions,
have added vibrancy to this term
that is very welcome.

Mrs Humphries has started her
introductory presentations to new
cohorts of Duke of Edinburgh
students, and we expect nearly
100 students to have signed up
this year. Field trips have also
returned, with the Sixth Form
geography visits to Liverpool and 

                                         Formby beach; our                              
                                                                                                                                                                                                                          KS5          Photography
                                                                                                                                                 students, acting as the
                                                                        sports photographers at      the
                                                                                  recent Chester Parkrun and
                                                                                                                                      Year 12 Maths students
                                                                                                     attended masterclasses at
                                                                                                                                                                                Liverpool university! 

In the recent Governor-Parent
survey, one of the issues fed back
by parents and carers was the lack
of information some felt they had
about what students were
studying at school and how
parents could help support at
home. Whilst all this information is
on our website:

https://www.christletonhigh.co.uk/
curriculum/assessment-and-
reporting.php

it’s clear that we need to do more
in this area to keep parents and
carers informed. We hope the
recent parent webinars and the
new Curriculum Booklets for
parents in Year 7 and 8, help to
address this issue, and we are also
looking at the information we add
to the student reports. You will see
a full update on the results from
the parental survey on our
website shortly.

We are currently working on three
potential building renovations.
Progress on dealing with the
cladding issues is extremely slow,
tied up in legal procedures, now
that the construction company
that installed it has gone into
administration. We are hopeful
that the manufacturers will come
to our aid. In late summer, we
were awarded a grant by the DfE

to update our heating system.
Students will tell you that in the
summer, the 1970s block that
houses MFL, Geography, Art, and
Science is like a greenhouse, and
in the winter, an ice house! Work
will begin later this year to install a
new, environmentally friendly
system, allowing us more control
over the heating to moderate
those two extremes. 

Having viewed the minutes of the
Christleton Parish Council
meeting, you may be aware that
we are also negotiating with CWAC
to address our overcrowding
issues caused by raising the
admission numbers several years
ago. I need to make clear that any
capital build will address our
current accommodation shortages
and will not see any further
increase in admission numbers. I
will update you further once we
are at the design stage; at this
point in time, we are still looking at
the feasibility of potential works.

Our recovery/catch-up programme
is taking shape. We have now
identified all the students in Years
11 and 13 whom we consider to be
in need of additional support
/tutoring: the mock exams
currently taking place, will add
more insight. Mrs McNally is
leading on this and has put
together an intervention timetable
that runs from January to May. We
are now in the process of using
the outcomes from recent KASH
data drops, to identify students in
other Year groups who need
similar support. We have received
only £17,000 in funding from the
DfE, so you can appreciate that it
will not be able to fund all that 

as many of our everyday
routines, extra-curricular
activities and relationships
are restored.

I want to thank all students
and staff for their continued
resilience, good humour
and dedication to our
school. No matter how you
celebrate the festive season,
on behalf of the staff,
students and governors of
Christleton High School,
Happy Christmas and best
wishes for the New Year.

Nadolig Llawen!

Check out our new
Christm

as
tree

outside
reception.

https://www.christletonhigh.co.uk/curriculum/assessment-and-reporting.php


launch a new, more modern,
crisper look that retains all the
elements of our previous badges        
                                      but modernises them for a                                  
                                                new decade.           

We are also taking this opportunity
to launch a version to brand our
Sixth Form as a separate stand-
alone entity. Our new designs are
outlined here, and we hope you
like them! 

Over the next few months, you will
notice that we will gradually
introduce our new badge in digital
media and on paper-based
materials. Still, we will not look to
introduce it on our uniform until
the academic year starting 2023 or
when current stocks are exhausted
(whichever is the soonest). As an
aside, we will also be reviewing our
uniform requirements at the same
time.

We want to keep the costs down
both for ourselves but also for you,
our parents. Therefore we have no
intention of switching to the new
logo ‘overnight’ and are fully aware
that it will take time – probably
several years – for the new logo to
become the most prevalent badge
on display within and across the
school. 

In truth, we are more than happy
that our previous badges will
continue to be on display as we are
very proud of our heritage and are
more than happy to celebrate our
history!

Our NewOur New
LookLook

FOR OUR LOOMING “RETIREMENT”!

September 2023 marks our 65th
Birthday, which historically has been
synonymous with retirement!

Rest assured, we will not be retiring
any time soon and whilst we are not
planning to wind down, we will
unveil a whole new look as we
embark on the next exciting period
in our history!

The school has only had three
badges throughout its life, each
building on the previous version
and each reflecting three key
elements – three lions, three
wheatsheaves, and a swan. Those
elements did not happen by
accident – the lions represent
England, the wheat-sheaves,
Cheshire and the swan, Christleton.

However, when Mr George first
designed the original badge, he had
in his mind messages from heraldry
where the lion represents "courage
and majesty", the wheat-sheaves
"harvest of Hope”, and a swan
"poetic harmony". Those messages
are as relevant to Christleton High
School and its students today as
they were over 60 years ago!

However, as we move into an age
where digital platforms are
increasingly more prevalent, we are
taking the opportunity of our
forthcoming 65th Birthday to 

2023 - Onwards

2004 - 2023

1972-2004

1958-1972

YEAR 7 GET CREATIVE 
WITH POETRY
Year 7 English

Miss Croft’s Year 7 English class, 7BY1, have been reading
‘Wonder’ by RJ Palacio, and as part of their study, they have
been reading and writing their poems based on the theme
of kindness. Students were asked to write a poem based
on this theme which they then performed to the class.
Please have a read of some of their amazing and
thoughtful work below. 

How To Be Kind
Kindness is a wonderful thing

That everybody has
You just need to show it

Then you're all set 
To be the best you can

 
Kindness is a wonderful thing

To find it, you need to dig deep
But once you do

You’ll never regret it
And then you’ll be so brilliant and kind

 
Kindness is a wonderful thing
That just takes a little deed 
A little wave or even a smile 
Could make somebody's day

So go be kind today
By Sid Campbell and Archie Davey,

7BY1

At the beginning of the year, they also wrote
their class precepts intending to spread
kindness amongst themselves in and outside
of lessons. Each week we change the class
precepts and discuss them in lessons
alongside the reading of the novel. 

The many ways kindness can be shown.
Kindness is one’s choice,

To choose not may ruin a day
To choose may brighten ones day

 
Kindness can be shown in many ways,

In words,
In writing and 

In actions 
 

To choose kindness and to choose when to be right,
Is one of the many hard and important choices we choose between in our life.

By Ben Luxton, 7BY1

Kindness 
Kindness shall be spread around 
But sometimes it's nowhere to be

found 
It can be something small like

holding a door 
But then kindness spreads more

and more 
 

All you have to do is be a little
smart 

Kindness just needs love and
heart 

We should all learn to share 
And should all express lots of

care 
 

So now it is the time to be kind 
And put all the bad words behind 

Everyone will feel safe 
And the world will become a

better place 
By Louise Wentel, 7BY1



Photos by Samantha 
Dentith, Year 11

Welcome to the CHSA page. My
name is Eirlys Smalldon, and I
became the new CHSA Chair back in
September. I have two boys already
at the school and another who will
start in 2023. 

I joined the CHSA back in 2018 &
have enjoyed both the fundraising
and social aspect of being part of
the team. I love supporting our
young people’s education and well-
being by funding resources that the
school budget wouldn’t otherwise
cover.

I want to thank our outgoing chair,
Rachel Rees-Hughes, who helped
raise a whopping £12,000 over the
past two years.
 
For those of you that don’t already
know, here’s a quick CHSA FAQs:

Who are we?
CHSA stands for Christleton High
School Association - the school’s
PTA!

We are a team of parents and staff
members who volunteer to
fundraise money for the school.
 
It's a fantastic way to bring Parents,
Teachers, Staff and Friends together
and at the same time give
something back. If you want to be
part of it, email me at
chairofchsa@christletonhigh.co.uk

What do the school use the
money for?
In previous years, the CHSA has
funded items for many different 

departments within the school,
from Microscopes in Biology to
Atlases in Geography, from Baking
trays in Food Tech to a TV in the
Sports Dept. We aim to spend the
money raised in a way that benefits
the most pupils, providing
equipment and resources that
make a difference to our children’s
lives at school.
 
This year we are proud to have
supported three larger projects
within the school:
 
The new well-being Room
This has instantly become a
valuable resource within the school
to cope with the myriad of Mental
Health issues our young people
face. We’ve provided funding to
transform what was once the
photocopier room into a more
homely, comforting environment
for use by any pupil who is in
distress or needs additional Mental
Health support.
 
The outdoor seating area
As anyone who’s visited the school
will know, the indoor canteen
seating area is not large, and with
covid restrictions, pupils are being
encouraged to eat outdoors. The
outdoor seating options were
limited, so a new space was
designed and developed with park
benches, barked floors, and a
wooden landscaping sculpture to
define the area.

The Junior yard
This again was an area with few
resources for the younger pupils, so 

we are pleased to have funded
some picnic benches for seating,
and more developments are to
come.
 
How can you help?
There are some straightforward
ways to help without having to
commit to any meetings!

Does your company have match
funding? 
We doubled our Raffle income last
year thanks to the generosity of
one parent who works for Barclays
- would your company do the
same? For example, if we can have
two companies match funding our
raffle, we will triple the profits!

Sign up to  Easy Fundraising
www.EasyFundraising.org.uk 
Especially while you do your
Christmas shopping or book any
travel - if you regularly book with
work, please consider using Easy
Fundraising, the amounts soon
add up! All you have to do is sign
up with their website and select
Christleton High School as your
chosen charity.

Play the school lottery
Weekly prizes are
awarded per school on
top of a national jackpot.
yourschoollottery.co.uk It
only costs £1 per ticket
each week, and you could
win up to £25K.

For more information, check out
our website: 
www.CHSA.org.uk 
or email us at:
chairofchsa@christletonhigh.co.uk

On the 22nd of November,
CHSA launched the ANNUAL
CHRISTMAS RAFFLE! This is
one of our main fundraisers
for the year, so we
appreciate every ticket you
bought. Thanks to Match
funding we hope to double
any profits.

We had three main cash
prizes, up to £200! The raffle
closed on the 8th of
December and was a great
success!

http://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/
http://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/
http://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/
http://www.yourschoollottery.co.uk/
http://www.chsa.org.uk/
http://www.chsa.org.uk/
http://www.chsa.org.uk/
http://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/


Our Sixth Form and Year 11 students celebrate excellent A-Level and GCSE results. The COVID-19 pandemic
has made school life especially challenging for our Year 13 and Year 11 cohort, with their teaching in Year
12 and Year 10 being heavily disrupted, respectively. Through these difficulties, they’ve risen to the challenge
and ably demonstrated the levels of hard work, commitment and determination that will be invaluable in
their next steps, whether Sixth Form, University, apprenticeships or employment.

GCSE
AND 
A-LEVEL 
RESULTS
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GCSE
RESULTS
DAY
Christleton High School
students are celebrating
after receiving their
GCSE results today.
Despite the numerous
challenges students
faced due to the COVID-
19 pandemic, their
results show what great
determination and hard
work can achieve
through two challenging
years of uncertainty.
 
Staff and students are
incredibly proud of the
progress and outcomes
of these last two
demanding and, at
times, arduous academic
years. Students this year,
just as last year, were
unable to sit their exams
and, as a result, their
performance and
ultimate grades were
decided by regular
assessment. 

Commenting on these
fantastic results, Head-
teacher, Darran Jones,
said:

“It is hard to understate
just how proud we 
all are of our cohort of
GCSE students this 
Year. It’s been another
tough academic year, 
but how our students have
respond-

ed and adapted to these
changes has been nothing
short of inspiring. 

Whilst teachers have faced
additional pressures to
mark, moderate, and rem-
otely support students thr-
ough the additional requ-
ired assessments, we must
give huge credit to all our
hardworking students for
the perseverance and res-
ilience they have shown
over the last two years of
study – so much of which
was done remotely. It has
been gratifying in those
circumstances to see them
grow into the young people
they are today.”

Head of Year 11,
Stephanie Blackwell, ad-
ded:

“Our Year 11 students have
had to face endless
personal and academic
challenges these last two
years but have faced it all
with an incredibly positive
attitude and work ethic
every step of the way. I am
so pleased to see all of the
hard work they put into
their assessments, class-
work, and remote learning
pay off with an outstanding
set of GCSE results, and I
am very proud of everything
they have achieved.

SUMMER 2021



Whether they intend to stay with us for
Sixth Form or take another route
through college or into work
experience and apprenticeships, we
wish them every success in their
future.”

So many students have achieved
fantastic results, and it was clear
that they were incredibly pleased
with their results and proud of
themselves for overcoming all the
challenges of the last academic year,
whilst, at the same time, confident
that they will be able to face any
challenge that might come their way
in the future.

Headteacher Darran Jones added:

“Whether our students are leaving
the school to start an apprenticeship
or attend another educational -
establishment, we would like to wish
them all the very best in the future."

Daniel Attwater (moving on to study Chemical
Engineering at the University of Birmingham), 
Alex Bell (Apprenticeship with the Civil Service), 
Edward Dunford (Mathematics at The University
of Oxford), 
Alvin Edwards (Mathematics at The University of
Manchester), 

“After the disruption to the end of their first year of
Sixth Form, many of our Year 13 students came back to
school in September 2020 refreshed and excited to be
back in school studying the remainder of their courses.
However, the post-Christmas lockdown provided a
further challenge, which students rose to magnificently. 

We are extremely proud of the highly mature way in
which our Sixth Formers have handled their disrupted
time in the Sixth Form over the past two years. They
have been rewarded by achieving some fabulous
results, that will no doubt help them in the transition
from school life to further studies or employment in the
wider working world.

On behalf of all of us at the School, I would like to take
this opportunity to congratulate every one of our
students on their fantastic achievements. I would also
like to thank our teachers for their total commitment
and professionalism in changed circumstances and
also, to parents and carers, whose support and
constant encouragement has meant so much to our
students.”

Whilst we celebrate and congratulate all of our
students on their achievements, some of our highest
performing students, achieving either 3 or 4 A*
grades in their subjects, are: 

Sixth Form students at Christleton High School are
again celebrating, following the release of their A-
Level and BTEC results today. 

The COVID-19 pandemic has made Sixth Form life
especially challenging for our Year 13 cohort, with
their teaching in both Year 12 and Year 13 being
heavily disrupted. Through these difficulties, they’ve
risen to the challenge and ably demonstrated the
levels of hard work, commitment and determination
that will be invaluable in their next steps, whether
university, apprenticeships or employment.

Continuing improvements in recent years, all of the
twenty-five subjects in which our students took A
levels have a 98.9% pass rate, showing just how
engaged students have been over the past two years
in completing their studies, so much of which was
done through remote learning. 

At Christleton Sixth Form, as a highly inclusive Sixth
Form, we also offer a range of high-performing BTEC
courses in addition to A levels. 53.6% of students
received a Distinction or Distinction* in their studies,
and 82.1% received a Merit or above.

Commenting on the fantastic results, Headteacher
Darran Jones said:

A-LEVEL
RESULTS DAY



Patrick Gorry (Music at the Royal Northern College
of Music), 
Hannah Hudson (Criminology at The University of
Sheffield), 
Oliver Hynds (Production Arts at Guildhall School of
Music and Drama), 
John Jessop (Engineering at The University of
Cambridge), 
Caitlin McDonnell (Medicine at The University of
Nottingham), 
Emily Page (Mechanical Engineering at The
University of Bath), 
Marcus Pearson (Physics at The University of
Edinburgh), 
Hannah Ritson (Mathematics at The University of
Edinburgh), 
Maisie Spauls (French, Italian & Russian at The
University of St Andrews), 
Naomi Wallace (English Literature & History at The
University of Edinburgh), 
Ralph Warrell (Economics at UCL), 
Alice Watkinson (English Language & Literature at
The University of Oxford), 
Isaac Wild (Politics & Modern History at The
University of Manchester), 
Christopher Wilkinson (Computer Science at The
University of Warwick).

Will Lawrence (Politics & International Relations at
The University of Exeter), 
Catrin Rees (Medicine at Keele University), 
Toby Sproston (International Business & Finance at
The University of Manchester), 
Max Wade (International Business at The University
of Leeds) 
And Nung Sirisot, who, alongside being recognised
by The Diana Award for her anti-bullying activities,
achieved two Distinction*s in BTEC Health Studies
and Sports Studies, which along with her A level and
EPQ, allow her to go to The University of York.

Other notable successes came from: 

Head of Christleton Sixth Form, Mike Cosstick, was keen
to praise the students for their achievements:

"As a Sixth Form Leadership team, we had high hopes for
this Year group, and I am so pleased to be able to say that
this excellent set of results, achieved 

in the most difficult of learning experiences
possible, contains some outstanding individual
results. 

The results are representative of the immense
hard work they put into their work, remote
learning and assessments and it was fantastic to
see so many happy faces as our students opened
their envelopes!

Many students were delighted that they have been
successful in their applications to prestigious
universities, degree apprenticeships and jobs. 

I really couldn’t be prouder, and I wish all our
former students happy, healthy and successful
futures."

Media pro Josef Hollywood tells CHS students
how he turned his dream job into a reality

CHS MEDIA

DJ, videographer, radio presenter, entrepreneur and former CHS student Josef Hollywood recently joined our Media students
to share insights about how he’s managed to achieve success in the Media at a young age. We asked some of those who were
part of the event to reflect on what they had learned. 

“Josef taught us that media is a very competitive career
choice and that to do well in the industry, you need to
communicate with the people you know to get a flying
start. He currently works on the radio and has talked to
many celebrities about their day-to-day lives. I found it
useful because I am currently thinking about a job in
PR/marketing and Media and all the tips he gave were very
helpful for my goal.’’ - Evan Cox

“I found the talk that Josef did very helpful and educational. I
was unsure about what type of career I wanted to pursue and
the talk helped me realise that a career in media might be
what’s best for me. It also taught me that there are ways within
the school to gain work experience and way into a career that I
would be interested in. From the talk, I also found out that I
will need to be resilient and be able to keep in contact with
people to have a successful media career.” - Imogen Fisher

“I found Josef Hollywood’s speech on media career choices very
interesting as it gave me an insight into how helpful taking
media is, due to there being many exciting potential jobs
based around this particular skill set. Josef described how he
started taking any volunteering opportunity from a young age
because this enabled him to gain practical experience for his
future career. I found it fascinating how he has made his
website and interviewed famous people via the radio show he
worked at. 

Some key messages from him were to keep persisting, take
every opportunity, build experience, and use networking to
maintain contact with others. It has inspired me to be
ambitious with my career choice and perhaps volunteer and
practice, to get closer to achieving my goals.” - Izzy Highfield

“Josef taught us how little things we do now can have a big
impact on our future. He didn't just tell us things that would
be useful in media careers; he also said that we should not
take no for an answer so that our employer knows that we
fight to get what we want.” - Isobel Hopley

“I think the talk was very informative and inspiring as it
displays how Media Studies can create a huge and high
paying career.” - George Milne 

“Josef Hollywood’s careers talk provided insightful information
to our class about the media industry. For example, his
emphasis on the importance of ‘never giving up’ was really
inspiring; this was even more powerful when he described
how he had emailed for a job over 25 times before he actually
got it. In addition, the revelation that he had started
networking at the age of 12 in a hospital blew me away; he
met radio industry professionals there and has stayed in
touch ever since. He also portrayed to us how beneficial this
has been to him since it allowed him to branch out into other
job opportunities offered by that company. He currently
works as a CEO at Ocular Group, a Radio Presenter &
Executive Producer at InDemandRadioUK, a Journalist, and a
DJ. 

Finally, Josef explained that networking is crucial in the media
industry since it is vital to your professional success. A solid
and expansive network gives you insight into trends and
insider information on job or client openings & movement
within the company. This career talk inspired me to take the
steps into contacting professionals in jobs that I am currently
considering to get their advice and opinions.” - Jemma
Doherty

https://twitter.com/InDemandRadioUK


Join Us

Could your child be entitled
to Free School Meals?

£11.50

Free School Meals includes an Additional Free Breakfast

Credited with:

/ week

The equivalent of £2.30 a day, which adds up to over £400 a year.

A lot more families qualify for Free School Meals than
you might think! 

The main advantage is that students are credited with
£11.50 a week to spend in the School Dining Hall on
whatever they choose; this is the equivalent of £2.30 a
day, which adds up to over £400 a year… or over £2,000
over the course of five years at school. Think what that
money could be spent on instead!

Students receiving free school meals can choose
whatever they wish up to the value of £2.30 a day. 

Students receiving free school meals at Christleton High
School can also choose an additional free breakfast
each day. The school provides a popular breakfast
service for all students, from 8.15 am to 8:35am. If your
child would like a free breakfast, they simply need to use
the Cashless Catering system in the canteen. £1.15 of
credit will automatically be added to their account to be
used in the morning up until 8.35am, and can be used to
purchase cereal and milk, squash, toast, or a breakfast
bap.

Confidentiality
Our ‘cashless catering’ fingerprint-scanners mean
that no other students or catering staff are aware
of who receives free school meals, and who does
not. This reduces any possible chance of your child
being treated differently; very often a reason why
some parents do not wish to register.

Meals available

Grab Bags of Sandwiches or Pasta Pots with a drink
and snack
Breakfast Baps, Wraps, and Fruit Pots
Baked Jacket Potato with Filling
Daily Selection of Paninis, Pizzas and Hot Pasta Pots
A Two-course meal, including a hot main course

For each day’s credit students can choose from:

How Do I Register?
The Cheshire West and Chester website gives you all the
details. The registration process is not visible to anyone
at the school; we are only given an updated list of
names, with no details or any criteria provided to us.

Meals on offer
Stir Fry Beef with Hoi Sin Sauce
Mediterranean Chicken Pitta
Chicken & Spinach Balti
Cod in Batter
Tomato & Lentil Lasagne
Butternut Squash Enchiladas
Roasted Vegetable Roulade
Stilton, Leek & Potato bake
Five Bean Chilli                                     and many more...

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.

Cheshire West and Cheshire: Free School Meals

Income Support (IS) or you are a pupil receiving the benefit in your own right
Income Based Jobseekers Allowance 
Income-related Employment and Support Allowance
Support under part VI of the Immigration and Asylum Act 1999; or
Child Tax Credit (but not Working Tax Credit) and have an annual income (as assessed by Her
Majesty’s Revenue and Customs) that does not exceed £16,190
The Guarantee element of State Pension Credit
Working Tax Credit run-on - paid for four weeks after you stop qualifying for Working Tax Credit
Universal Credit- if you apply on or after 1 April 2019 your household income must be less than
£7,400 a year (after tax and not including any benefits you get.

https://www.cheshirewestandchester.gov.uk/residents/education-and-learning/school-meals.aspx

If your child goes to school within the Cheshire West and Chester area, is up to the age of 16 or goes to
a school sixth form, you may be able to claim free schools meals for them. 

Do I qualify for free school meals?
You may qualify if you are a parent, guardian or carer and receive one of the following:

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

6.
7.
8.

During the coronavirus (COVID-19) outbreak Cheshire West and Chester temporarily extended their
free school meal eligibility to include some children of groups who have no recourse to public funds
(NRPF). Please check their website for further details on this eligibility.
How you and the school will be notified that you are entitled:
If successful, your claim should be processed the same day. A letter of entitlement will be issued to
you. The school will be notified of each child on the morning following the day the claim was
processed. Claims cannot be backdated. Your claim will be renewed automatically, as they are
periodically reviewed.

Claim free school meals online:
Free school meals (cheshirewestandchester.gov.uk)

Where else to find help:
Email: Benefits@cheshirewestandchester.gov.uk
Telephone: 0300 123 7021, Monday to Friday 8am to 7pm
By post: Revenues and Benefits Department, PO Box 187, Ellesmere Port, Cheshire, CH34 9DB

Collect or hand in forms or documents:
At most of the Cheshire West and Chester offices you do not need an appointment to hand in forms.
Staff will check and copy your documents and return them to you straight away. You don't need an
appointment to collect a form.

https://www.cheshirewestandchester.gov.uk/residents/education-and-learning/school-meals.aspx
https://online.cheshirewestandchester.gov.uk/CitizenPortal/formPortal.aspx?form=3_1_2_10fsm_apply
https://www.cheshirewestandchester.gov.uk/residents/education-and-learning/school-meals.aspx
mailto:Benefits@cheshirewestandchester.gov.uk


GCSE
FINE
ART

Art is an exciting and enriching subject and, in the Art Department at Christleton, our students are
challenged by a wide range of creative experiences. Learning in Art develops visual intelligence, two
and three-dimensional thought, and skills in independent learning.
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Jemma Doherty 

I would say that in Year 9, I lacked confidence in my work
and was unable to refine my ideas, communicate in a
team, and use mixed media. However, in Year 10, the
challenges helped me reach my full potential and learn
numerous different skills and techniques to apply to
pieces of work. In addition, the increased freedom in
choosing what we draw helps build skills due to higher
motivation. 

In my opinion, my work has drastically changed by the
encouragement and enlightenment I have received in
my Art lessons and in learning throughout lockdown.
This has significantly increased my confidence in my
abilities and accomplishments from Y9 toY10.

Amy McDonnell

I have enjoyed Art so much more since coming into Year
10. However, I did not understand my capabilities as an
artist in Year 9, and I often lacked confidence in my skills
to produce the Art I wanted to make. Since coming into
Year 10, I have been pushed out of my comfort zone to
create pieces of work I didn’t think that I could make. 

I have used new media to create more of a professional
look to my work, and my teacher has challenged me to
push myself with each piece. As a result, when I
compare my Year 9 work to my Year 10, there is a vast
difference in how much better it looks and my improved
understanding of what I can do to refine my work and
grow further as an artist. 

Steph Pilliner

During Year 9, I struggled to grasp the concepts of
development and accuracy in my artwork, but I enjoyed
the challenge, and I believed I could improve as an artist
if I continued with this subject. So, to my delight, our first
project in Year 10 was about refining the previous work
we completed in Year 9. This allowed me to expand my
creativity and improve pieces of work I previously did
not believe had potential. 

For me, my Art in Year 10 took a turn for the better and
has since become one of my favourite subjects. I have
learnt so many new skills and ways to build on my work
and become a better artist overall, but, most
importantly, I have enjoyed the process of seeing myself
get better as the months went by. 



PHOTOGRAPHY
AT CHRISTLETON
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We asked five Year 12 CHS photographers to share their experiences of the first year of A-Level Photography and
share one of the photographs they’ve made so far on the course. So if you like what you see and you’re interested in
taking A-Level Photography or doing Photography as part of a GCSE in Art or your Year 7-9 art projects, please pop
and see Mr Hornby or Mrs Pritchard during lunchtime in A13.

DEVELOPING PHOTOGRAPHERS 

"A-level photography from my experience so far is one
of my favourite subjects. The content within the course
is engaging, and I have learnt a lot of useful knowledge.
We complete shoots out of school independently and
learn the coursework, and I feel as though these not
only help to practise the core elements learnt in class
but also let you be creative in what you shoot. I would
recommend the subject to people who want to learn
more about photography, but I would say you have to
be dedicated to go out and shoot and also have good
time management skills." - Abby Darlington 

"At the start of the course, we learnt the fundamental
skills needed for photography, such as using the
camera and the different lighting patterns. This led us
to the foundation stage of photography, where we
learnt the compositional rules that we should consider
when taking a photograph. We put what we learnt from
the foundation stage into practice by taking pictures
after each new skill. This helped us build a bank of
shots that we could return to as the course progressed.
As well as taking pictures, we also learn how to edit our
photographs in photoshop to enhance them effectively."
- Savannah Taylor

Photograph by: Kathryn Hall

"We are given complete freedom in what we chose to
focus our investigation on, which allows you to
experiment with different genres and techniques. At the
end of Year 13, we have a 15-hour exam over three
days, where we use editing software to show off our
editing ability.

Having no photography experience before starting this
A Level is not a problem. We are taught everything we
need to know, including how to work a DSLR camera
and use photoshop, and we're also taught the basics of
lighting techniques.

However, I recommend making sure that you are
passionate about it before starting as it requires a lot of
work and is time-consuming." - Darcey Watts 

"The course began with a foundation stage, covering the
basics of the camera and the different types of
photography skills. This includes how the camera
works, different compositional aspects, shutter speed,
aperture, exposure triangle and many more. The
second stage that we were introduced to was called the
genre stage; this involved portraiture, various lighting
examples, landscape, light drawing, night-lit, still life,
etc. Currently, we're in the personal investigation stage
of the course, which includes the freedom of your ideas,
along with support from your teachers. My investigation
revolves around the unifying title 'Beauty.' I'm looking at
the idea of fake and natural beauty displayed within
portraiture and how individuals are pressured to look a
certain way. Within this genre, I will research the aspect
of social media pressures and how they affect young
individuals like myself. 

Photography is a very healthy subject as it offers many
skills that can help you venture out into numerous
career paths. I chose photography as I perform better
within a creative industry. Photography as an A-Level
subject will benefit me into possibly doing an interior
design degree or art degree focusing on photography." -
Lydia Rumney

DEVELOPING PHOTOGRAPHERS 

"When starting photography in Sixth Form, I was
worried about having no previous experience using a
camera, however at the beginning of the course, we
learned how to use the camera and some basic
techniques to take a good photo. This was easy to pick
up and enjoyable to learn as the sense of achievement
is great when you are happy with a shot you took. Once
you have learned the basics, the fun part is when we get
to experiment with different genres and styles. We used
everything from trampolines to light wands to expand
our knowledge and skill of photography. We work a lot
to make sure that we all get great shots. We are now
working on our investigation. This is a chance for us to
take pictures of all of our chosen themes. I like this
section as it means we get more freedom to do what we
want with photography, and it also allows us to show
our emotions in the photography we create, which
makes for great shots. I would recommend A-Level of
photography to someone who is creative and likes to
work with others. It is also good to learn more about
yourself and push yourself to create things you may not
have thought you could." - Kathryn Hall



Welcome Back to theWelcome Back to the
Food Room!Food Room!

Congratulations to the Food Class of 2021
All students completed the three-hour food practical exam in school (as well as completing
coursework and assessments). They all achieved superb results. Well done! You should be very proud
of yourselves!

2021 NORTH WEST
CHAMPIONS LEAGUE
JUNIOR GOLF FINAL

On 9th October 2021, four Christleton High School
pupils representing Eaton Golf Club played in the
North West Champions League final held at
Dunham Forest Golf Club.

The team of five included four Christleton pupils,
from left to right, Bradley Benton, Will Edwards,
Aaron Joinson and Laurent Beech.

To reach this final, throughout the summer, the
Eaton team played seven matches against stiff
opposition, including Bramhall, Delamere, Sale,
Styal, Congleton, Hartford and Ringway golf clubs.

In a close-fought final against Royal Liverpool and
West Lancs juniors, West Lancs were the winners.
But, Eaton and Christleton High School can be
proud of their players' achievements.

On September 8BY2 moved into their new
form base in room 19. The whole form got
involved in clearing, tidying and sprucing up
the room to make it feel their own! 

They removed old displays and put fresh
borders up. Different departments have now
reserved a board for display. They also sorted
several boxes of old text and reference books
from other subjects in the process. 

After clearance from all departments, they
sorted and packed ten boxes of books to go
to Books2Africa. Here is the certificate
thanking the school for our contribution. 

Thank you for all your hard work, 8BY2, and I
hope you enjoy the next three and a half
years in your new base.  

- Mrs Kelly.

WELL DONE 8BY2
FROM BOOKS2AFRICA



IT HAPPENS
IN A FLASH A-LEVEL PHOTOGRAPHY

Students often come to A-Level
Photography with little or no
experience with digital cameras.
Those who have experience with
DSLRs have not usually studied the
prominent genres of photography or
the work of a wide range of
photographers. However, there is a
lot of exciting stuff to learn and
something for everyone. What is
surprising is how quickly knowledge,
skills and experience develop. Here
Year 13 students reflect on the first
year of the course to encourage Year
12 A Level Photographers who are
following on one year behind.

Savannah Turner 
I started A Level Photography not
knowing anything about a camera
or the different settings needed to
take successful images, such as
the shutter speed, ISO and
aperture. We learned the funda-
mentals needed for practical
photography during the first few
lessons by practising the skills
while taking shots. 

Did you know there are different
genres of photography? Some of
these include Macro, Docum-
entary, Still Life and Night lit. I
soon became more confident with
the camera and began creating my
own shoots. When I first started 

out, I couldn’t imagine myself
being in charge of my team shoot,
but I can now direct one. This year
has gone so fast, and I can’t
believe how much more I know
about Photography now. 

Lydia Rumney
At the start of Photography, I was
limited with the skills and
knowledge I needed for this sub-
ject. However, I knew that I would
learn at an accelerating pace with
my creative thinking and organ-
isational skills. During the start of
the course, I learned the camera
basics, and within the first few
lessons, my knowledge expanded
substantially. 

Photograph by: Abby Darlington

Currently, in class, we are
working on our personal
investigations, and I am enjoying
it. I would definitely recommend
taking this subject if you have a
mix of creative and intuitive
thinking skills. When given any
task, I always remember not
being fully fixed on an idea and
being open to new proposals.
Even though I am pretty far on in
my coursework now, I find
myself learning new things every
lesson. I was amazed about how
quickly the first year passed by
and how much knowledge I
acquired within this subject,
regardless of the many
restrictions that we all
experienced in our first year due
to the pandemic.

Darcey Watts
Since starting the Photography A
level course, I have acquired a
plethora of knowledge about what
photography means and how to
succeed.
At the beginning of the school
year, we learned about the basics
of photography, including how to
use a DSLR camera, what a
successful lighting setup looks like,
and what to expect in the next two
years of the course. We then
moved on to the genres of
photography, including port-
raiture, landscape, and macro
photography. This element of the
course is where it starts to get
more experimental. The rest of the
course involves a detailed
personal investigation for each
student and, in the end, an
externally set assignment. The 

personal investigation is especially
experimental and independent.
Before beginning this course, I had
basic knowledge and skills for
using a DSLR camera and how to
use photo editing software from
doing GCSE photography. How-
ever, within just the first few
lessons, I had gained so much
more helpful information and
skills, including patience, team-
work, creativity, and confidence. I
also found that the variations in
the amount of knowledge each of
us had didn't hold back any of us.
We have all improved and
developed in different ways over
the last year.

Katy Hall
As an A-Level Photography
student, I have developed lots of
new and 

Photograph by: Katy Hall 



diverse skills. I would say that one
of the most challenging but
excellent skills to have is
teamwork. When doing a photo-
shoot, you have to work together
to get the perfect shots; you have
to have subjects, move and hold
the lights, hold props, and,
sometimes, take the pictures. It
takes all of these different parts to
work together to create a great
shot. 

Another skill I have learned from
photography is drawing from the
inspiration of artists or classmates
to develop new and original ideas.
It is not a skill to copy, but to
create something new out of an
idea really does take skill and
patience - the first thing you think
may not be great, but if you try
new things and push yourself, ref-

ining your ideas as you go; you can
always end up with an amazing
and unique photograph. I have
developed these skills and will
progress them still further. 

Abby Darlington
At the start of my Photography A
level course, I arrived with some
knowledge from previous photo-
graphic experience. However,
throughout the course so far, I
have expanded and grown my
prior knowledge and pushed
myself to think more creatively
and refine my previous learning. 
At the start of the course, we
learned the foundations of
photography, such as how to work
the DSLR camera, how to change
camera settings for the desired
image, and how vital lighting  

is. I found this section of the
course extremely useful because it
enabled us to learn in-depth about
how to be a successful photo-
grapher. We then moved on to
genres in which we completed
sub-topics such as portraiture,
macro and landscape photo-
graphy. This part of the course
started to become more exper-
imental and creative whilst
incorporating the knowledge we
learned in the first section. We are
now in the next phase of the
course, working on our
investigations. This section of the
course enables you to discover
your style and preferred way of
shooting whilst helping you to
think more creatively and be
proactive with shoots and ideas. 

Within the first year of the course,
I was able to gain experience and
knowledge quickly and to take in
lots of meaningful information in
quite a short amount of time.
Looking back to the first few
lessons of the course compared to
how I feel now, I have learnt so
much. I also think that no matter
how much or how little knowledge
we individually had to start with,
we have all developed and
improved significantly. Even tho-
ugh we have completed the
foundations of photography, I still
feel I am continuously learning
new things within the subject of
each lesson. 

In October, Chester and District schools held their 
annual girls cross country at Christleton, while the 
boys' teams travelled to Bishop’s Heber, Malpas.

Each race held the prospect of the top 20 runners 
being selected to run for the District at the School’s 
County Cross Country Championships in February, 
so competition was fierce.

Nine girls qualified for the County Championships and 
four boys; well done to Millie R, Esme S, Bobbie W, Daisy 
C, Harriet S, Charlotte L and Jodi Bemand, Harry E, Hugh B, Alex O and Henry R.

We also took Year 8 boys' and girls' teams to the English Schools Cross Country Cup first
round in Warrington. We knew that if we could get in the top teams, we would go through
to the second round with a possibility of the final in Newquay, Cornwall. Everyone ran their
best race, the girls' team came 4th out of 11 schools and qualified for the second round and
the boys finished 8th out of 10 schools. Fantastic individual performances to note were the
4th place for Joe S and a 7th place for Bobbie W.

Ted Bolton competed in the Schools Fell Running Championships in Sedburgh on a very
hilly course coming in over the line in 19th place. Well done, Ted!

CHS CROSS COUNTRYCHS CROSS COUNTRY

A great way to finish a term ofRunning Club. Ho ho ho!



Year Group 

Year 7 

Year 8 

Year 9 

Year 10 

Year 11 

Year 12 

Year 13 

Unifrog Activity - Autumn Term 

What is Unifrog and how do I use it? 

What does success mean to me? 

What makes a good leader? 

What’s your personality and how does it link to careers? 

Post 16- Choices, Choices! 

Post 18 - Choices, Choices! 

Personal Statements 

Skills/Interests Quizzes - which helps them to work out their own
strengths and what careers are best suited to them. 
Webinars - Hear from the experts! What is it like to work in a particular
career sector or further education? 
Careers Library - A place to find out more about career options
including day to day tasks, qualifications needed, pay scale etc. 
MOOC - Access to online courses, which relate to subjects and careers.
The roadmap (right) allows you to identify what activities pupils will be
exposed to in each year group, and parents should make some time to
sit with their children and explore the platform for themselves. 

Welcome to the first Christleton Careers Update. We have been reviewing
our current careers programme and developed a more extensive
programme which exposes pupils from Year 7 all the way through to Year 13
to a variety of careers opportunities and workshops. 

Unifrog Programme: 
All pupils will have access to the Unifrog programme, this is an online
platform that allows pupils to explore a range of careers, identify their own
interests and skills and gain tips/hints on how to apply for the next step -
whatever that may be! Pupils will be on a rota system which should see
them access the Unifrog platform during a week long-form time session in
the ICT suite, during these sessions pupils will work through a range of
activities which are relevant to their year group and the aim is to get them to
start thinking about which direction their future will take. Some of the
features Unifrog offers include: 

Any extra career activities such as competitions, guest speakers etc will be
uploaded to allow parents to see what extra interactions their child has had. 

CHS CareersCHS Careers  

Monthly Career Focus: 
Alongside this form tutors and pupils will
have access to a monthly career focus,
which looks at a particular career sector
and job opportunities within it. Throughout
October we focused on the Emergency
Services, in particular the roles of
paramedic, firefighter and police officer.
There is information on what the role looks
like, qualifications they need in order to
apply, pay scales and links to websites
which may help them. Pupils should look
out for this icon on the school intranet. 

Rebranding Careers:
We are in the process of rebranding the
new careers programme, and we have an
amazing group of students who are
working with the fantastic marketing team
from Umbrella Marketing. They have
provided workshops to help pupils refine
their ideas and develop a new logo and
tagline for the programme. This has given
pupils a real taste of what it is like to work
on a rebrand project, understanding the
importance of meeting the brief and
working to strict deadlines. Watch this
space, we will be launching it soon! 



Reading is not only enjoyable but
important in our personal and mental
well-being. To celebrate all the reading
we do in class, form, at home and during
the lockdown, we are introducing book
reviews and recommendations to The
Swan. Each edition will include reviews
from our student's teachers and our
support staff members.

‘Deeplight’ by Frances Hardinge is a maritime
fantasy novel for ages twelve, and upwards
that’s overflowing with thrills and
imagination. The worldbuilding in this book
is so creative I would have loved to read an
entire accompanying encyclopaedia about
the archipelago of Myriad and its scary
sunken Gods. The story's protagonist is
Hark, a street urchin who gets arrested and
then indentured to a mysterious scientist.
Hark finds himself working in an asylum full
of traumatised priests who have lost all their
purpose now that Myriad’s old deities have
been lost to the bottom of the sea. Or have
they? 

Hark is soon torn between his work and his
street brother Jelt, who he saves with the
healing powers of a relic God-heart, only to
find this cure is turning his friend into
something fearful and unstoppable. Hark's
loyalties are torn again by his new friendship
with the deaf daughter of a pirate gang
leader, and what follows is a gripping tale
filled with screaming submarines,
underwater horrors and wildly inventive
storytelling. 

- Member of Staff

Recently I read Dune by Frank Herbert. While
quite a complex read, and one I would not
recommend if you are looking for something
to wind down to, I thoroughly enjoyed its
exposition and commentary on colonialism,
economics, religion and the scarcity of rare
materials.

Following Paul, son of the Duke Leto Atreides
of Caladan, Dune takes the reader on a
journey as Paul is left alone with his mother,
The Lady Jessica, on the planet Arrakis, the
universes last known producer of the
valuable mineral, Spice, of which provides
the foundation of interstellar travel. 

However, unfortunate 
happenings of fate 
catapults Paul to 
the leader of a 
religious tribe, 
leading them 
into battle against 
the Harkonnens 
vying for valuable 
control of the 
lucrative desert ridden 
planet to 
achieve something his 
father dubbed 'Desert Power.' If you're 
looking for provocative 
and compelling science fiction, Dune is the
book for you.

- Member of Staff
 

'The Thursday Murder Club' is a novel
written by Richard Osman and was
published in September last year. 

After hearing it has been record-breaking
and was a Sunday Times number one
best-seller I picked up the book. I was
instantly hooked! The short chapters and
digestible story was the perfect read I
needed before drifting to sleep.

The story follows a group of pensioners,
Elizabeth, Ron, Joyce, and Ibrahim, trying
to uncover the murderer of the property
developer of their luxury retirement
village, Cooper's Chase. 

I enjoyed reading about the different
approaches each personality took in
solving the murder, from the overbearing
Elizabeth to the over-analytical Ibrahim,
over-caring Joyce and former boxing
mentor, Ron.

The book takes you on countless twists
and turns that left me gasping. I found it
difficult to put down!

I recommend this book for its fast
developing plot, short chapters, and a 
 damn good story! It is readily readable
for anyone at any stage.

- Member of Staff

UK Government website: www.gov.uk/apply-apprenticeship 
All about school leavers: www.allaboutschoolleavers.co.uk 
Not Going to Uni: www.notgoingtouni.co.uk
Rate my apprenticeship: www.ratemyapprenticeship.co.uk 
Amazing apprenticeships: www.amazingapprenticeships.com 

Dates for the Diary: 

Date: Thursday 21st April 2022 

Year 10 Work Experience. We are hoping to introduce work experience back into
the summer term for Yr 10s. This week will involve a mock interview, assessment
day activities and some placements days where pupils will get experience in a
sector they are interested in. Pupils need to start thinking about where they would
like to go and begin contacting businesses. Schools can support them in the
application process but we will not find placements for them. More information
will be provided next year. 

Date: Week Commencing 27th June 2022 

CHS Needs YOU! 
Parents, we need you!! We are always in desperate need of guest speakers, mock
interviewers etc and you may have the skills we need. If you feel you could help us
out at some point in the future please can you complete the following form to
identify what you would be willing to offer and we may be in contact. Thank you in
advance for all of the support and offers of help, we massively appreciate it. 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScTx32Mux36QOg9xnNBdeDqR6ApcP
BVKnqARv9prvjsm_db4w/ viewform?usp=pp_url

Helpful Websites: 
If you are looking for more information on future pathways then the following
websites are good- top tip: bookmark them so you can easily find them! 

Useful Apprenticeship Search Sites

CHS CareersCHS Careers  

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScTx32Mux36QOg9xnNBdeDqR6ApcPBVKnqARv9prvjsm_db4w/%20viewform?usp=pp_url
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TRIP TO CHESTER PARKRUN
On 9th October 2021, A-Level Photography students
volunteered at Chester parkrun as sports photo-
graphers. They have to fulfil a part of their course
called professional practice, and this was an
excellent opportunity made possible by the very kind
organisers of Chester parkrun. We are very grateful
for the event, especially as this was the third time
they welcomed our A-Level Photographers to join in.
After the visit, we shared our shots with the runners
who had run past our clicking cameras. 

"I really enjoyed the A-Level trip to Chester parkrun trip
- I thought the event was very wholesome, and the trip
helped us to gain experience in professional sports
photography." - Charlotte Wilson

"I thought that the parkrun trip was great to get some
professional practice for photography and was a good
experience with the class. The runners were very
encouraging and 
happy that we 
were 

there which helped with confidence to take the photos."
- Rose Bowdler 

"I thought that the parkrun trip was a great opportunity
for the class to gain some professional experience. This
helped with my confidence in using the camera. I also
like the fact that the runners were able to access the
photos that the class took." - Emily Edmondson

"The photography trip to Chester parkrun was a great
experience and a perfect opportunity to have
professional practice with nice welcoming people. The
whole morning was enjoyable and great to learn more
about using your camera in a genuine photography
experience. A bit early in the morning for my taste but
overall a great day!" - Luke Sturgess

"I thought the parkrun was a great opportunity to take
photos and learn more about the Nikon DSLR camera.
It was a good                       experience for the class." 
- Ailidh                                     Jones 

"I thought parkrun was a good opportunity to
photograph people in a real-life event to gain more
experience and knowledge in this specific area of
photography." - Evie Nicholson 

"Everything, from the area we were positioned in the
fields to the runners and the morning itself, was
extremely uplifting. The runners were energetic and
loved having their pictures taken, some even posing. On
the whole, spending that morning around such
energised people and getting the photography
experience that I needed was great." - Alexander
Parker 

"The park run trip was a great experience and gave me
a lot more confidence in using the camera, especially
because the runners were so enthusiastic and weren’t
shy about the camera. I thought it was a nice feeling
encouraging the runners to keep going and making
them feel recognised for their hard work." - Anya Hope

"The park run trip was very different to usual Saturday
mornings and a nice experience. We hope we gave the
runners a boost! The runners were very thankful and
grateful that we were there; it showed that people care
about encouraging them. I got some good shots of
people running - some natural shots and others with
runners posing as they ran past. I also got some shots
of people in lines and it looked like the one at the front
in each of those pictures was the leader of the whole
run." - Libby Keepence

A-LEVEL PHOTOGRAPHY 
TRIP TO CHESTER PARKRUN



Prior to the summer holidays, Y10 students who had opted to
take GCSE Fine Art were given the opportunity to start their
course early and spend a whole day working on a 3D project in
the Art Department. 

This was a valuable experience for all students as they had
missed having their Art lessons in an Art classroom throughout
Year 9. Students produced a three-dimensional response to a
theme shared with them by the teacher that they will have in
Years 10 and 11. Here are some reviews of what students
thought about this experience and some images of what was
produced in one of the sessions.

ART SKILLS DAY

"During our Art Day, my class and I made head-dresses inspired by birds. We started the lesson off by looking at
images of headdresses others had made and began brainstorming our ideas. We spent some time making the base
for our headdresses and practising what we would do. Eventually, we began bringing our designs to life. All of the
materials in the classroom were available to us, even the spray paints, which most people used. The main thing
people said when asked what the best part about their day was, was that it was great to be in an Art classroom
again finally, and it was great to have access to all of the media available to them." - Emily Hawthorne, 10Ba1

"Having a whole day of Art as a taster for GCSE was a good
experience. One of the things we did was draw a turtle. This was a
good way to start us off, and we then used it for future work.
Working with plastic was also a good way to make us think and use
our creativity by coming up with a way to make the plastic look like
some sea creature." - Lily Devenport, 10Ke2

"I enjoyed the skills day because we got to do creative activities in Art all day. One of the activities that we did was to
make a sea creature out of plastic waste. We stuck pieces of different plastic together to make our sea creature. 
We also made an observed drawing of a turtle using shading and accurate tones." - Hannah Washburn 10Ke2

YEAR 7 SIGNBOARD
PHOTOGRAPHY
COMPETITION

A-LEVEL PHOTOGRAPHY
STUDENTS ARE THERE
FOR YEAR 7
PHOTOGRAPHERS

Before beginning their first year of A-Level Photography, students at Christleton High School completed
summer assignments on the theme of viewpoint in photography. One of the things they had to do to
demonstrate their learning was return to school and give a presentation about this to other students. This
year, we asked them to deliver their talks to small groups of Y7 students so that our new Y7s could get tips for
their forthcoming black & white signboard photography competition and so that the Y7s could get to
know a sixth former naturally and helpfully. For COVID security, the talks took place outside. Here is how our
students felt about the experience:

"I listened to Bo, who said to use bright coloured pictures so that the colours are still effective if you print it in black
and white. She also explained that if you photograph something brightly coloured for what will be a black and white
picture, it’s good to think about how it will look in the finished shot." - Henry Welsh, Y7

"I enjoyed talking with the sixth formers about photography. Rose told us how to use filters, change things, and
remove them in other kinds of editing. I was really grateful to be chosen, thank you." - Verity Carter-Moore, Y7

"The talk with the sixth formers was quite inspirational. The older student who taught us was very kind and full of
joy. She taught us many things about where to position the camera and how to get good lighting for photos. I was
thrilled and grateful, so thank you for choosing me to hear this talk." - Nancy Davidson, Y7

"I thought the photography talk was fascinating because I didn’t know how much work went into one photo. Rose
explained the different things she does to get the finished product. I am very happy I was chosen to have that
conversation." - Jessica Whitley, Y7

"I enjoyed the talk with the sixth formers because Rose explained
well how she used editing to make her pictures overlap. It was
exciting and I would like to do something like this again." - Edie
Taylor-Bell, Y7

"I thought that the photography talk with Rose was quite
interesting. It made me realise how much difference just moving
the camera's position can make. She also talked about
perspective and how size can be deceptive in photos. It was a
useful exercise that will help me in future."  - Elliot Storey, Y7

"I enjoyed giving my presentation to Y7s
and creating, researching and learning
the material myself. It was fun to see
the enthusiastic and excited younger
students, and I enjoyed sharing the
knowledge I had learnt with them and
answering any engaging questions they
asked." - Luke Sturgess, Y12



A-LEVEL FINE ART
FOUNDATION PERIOD
ELEANOR BOWDLER, 12.1

This freedom in experimentation helped later in the course
because I understood which techniques I enjoyed and wanted to
explore more. It also challenged me to try using unfamiliar
media and extended my artistic skill-set. In addition, the
foundation period was a chance for my class to think about what
we wanted the central theme of our coursework to be. For
instance, some people had been creating pieces focused on
nature in their foundation period, but their central theme
decided on diversity or the human form. 

The foundation period of the Art A-level is an extremely valuable time of the course,
where you can experiment and reflect on how you want to progress through the two
years. We got to test many different types of media and techniques, such as quilling,
etching, lino-cut, and various painting methods. We also had opportunities to use
equipment that hadn’t been accessible to us at GCSE. For example, the printing press is
something that I had limited knowledge of. However, after some testing, I found it could
create really interesting outcomes, and I was grateful for the experience. 

Having a period of induction gave us
time before making any consequential
decisions and eased us into A-levels'
workflow. The creative freedom and
open, creative atmosphere during the
foundation period provided a natural
bridge between GCSE and A-Level that
was relaxed but significant.

YEAR 7 SIGNBOARD
PHOTOGRAPHY
COMPETITION

"I enjoyed talking to the Y7s and explaining my work.
They were very enthusiastic and engaging and asked lots
of questions which I was happy to answer. I hope my
talk was useful." - Charlotte Wilson, Y12

"I enjoyed talking to the year 7’s and presenting my
presentation to them. It was fun to see them full of
excitement and asking lots of questions." - Ailidh Jones,
Y12

"Talking to Y7 was a delight! They were filled with
enthusiasm, and they were very polite and took on ideas
readily. These students are an asset to Christleton High
School. I hope I helped and that their signboard
competition photographs turned out well." - Bo Steele,
Y12

"The idea of giving a presentation to new people on a
course I was unfamiliar with was daunting, but the
research I had completed seemed to answer the
questions that the Y7s asked. They were kind and
enthusiastic about the subject, which was motivating
and, also, reassuring that this course was for me." -
Alexander Parker, Y12

The Y7 signboard photography competition involves
making a decorative sign that conveys a positive and
uplifting message before placing that board in a
place that will showcase it in an interesting black &
white photograph. Students then submit their
photographs to the competition. This year those who
entered the competition were asked to decorate
their boards with uplifting messages that would give
others a boost after the difficult times we have all
had in the pandemic. Entrants keep their
motivational signboards for themselves or pass them
on as a caring gift.

Here are some of the signboard photography
competition entries. Students thought of some
excellent sites for their decorated boards, including
the cockpit of an aeroplane, a doctors’ surgery, and
various kinds of outdoor locations. Well done,
everyone and well done to the winners!

A-LEVEL PHOTOGRAPHY
STUDENTS ARE THERE FOR
YEAR 7 PHOTOGRAPHERS

THE WINNERS...

1st

Freddie Newbrook

2nd

Edie Taylor-Bell

Verity Carter Moore

3rd



WHAT WE HAVE BEEN
DOING IN KS3 ENGLISH...

In English, we have been studying various novels and looking at
different techniques that help develop our vocabulary and love of
reading. The teachers make the lessons informative and enjoyable
and the novels have been selected to challenge us and help us
understand the world around us. 

Each of the year groups have been focusing on different novels that
cover a variety of themes. 

Year Seven
In Year 7, they have been looking at the book ‘Wonder’. Born with
facial difficulties that have - until now - prevented him from going to
a mainstream school, Auggie Pullman becomes the most unlikely
hero when he enters the local 5th grade.

Year Eight
Year 8 have been reading ‘Woman in Black’. Arthur Kipps attends the
funeral of Mrs Alice Drablow, the only inhabitant of Eel Marsh
House. After a chilling encounter with a wasted young woman, he
slowly uncovers the secrets of Eel Marsh House and the Woman in
Black.

Year Nine
Year 9 have been reading ‘To Kill a Mockingbird’. Set in the deep
south of America in the late 30s, the story is told through the eyes of
Scout and Jem Finch, while their father (a lawyer) defends a real-life
mockingbird - a black man charged with assaulting a white girl. 

This term has seen students read many unique books, and next
term will include more texts by writers such as William Shakespeare
and poets such as Wilfred Owen. We can’t wait to read these new
texts and we will be back with another update in the next edition of
The Swan.

Written by Emma Inglis and Adelle Nwafor, English Hot Scholars

HOW DO EUROPEAN COUNTRIES
CELEBRATE CHRISTMAS?

BY R.E. HOT SCHOLARS

England
For England, we celebrate Christmas by decorating our houses with flashy lights. We also
decorate Christmas trees and prepare for St. Nicholas to come. Christian celebrating by
going to masses the birth of Jesus. Christmas is celebrated on December 25th.

Spain
In Spain Christmas starts on the 8th of December. They start it with the Feast of the
Immaculate Conception. The Immaculate Conception is a Roman Catholic holy day and a
public holiday in Spain. In Catalonia the beating of tio de nadal of Christmas log.
Every night until the 24th of December children feed the happy log dried fruits, they will
also cover them in warm blankets to keep them warm.

Poland
In Poland, most families gather for meals on Christmas Eve. This Is known as Wigilia. They
start eating when they can see the first star in the sky. The meal they eat is a shocking
twelve courses. This also includes the family sharing a special type of bread wafer called
Oplatek. Oplatek symbolises forgiveness. All of the grownups share presents with each
other on Wigilia but some children might receive presents. 

Czech Republic
In the Czech Republic, they traditionally eat carp as their main food. They typically look after
the fish and keep it in their bathtub. After looking after their fish, they kill it and eat it for
Christmas. They celebrate Christmas on the 24th of December. They call Saint Nicholas
Jezisek. They also have a potato salad on the 24th of December they also usually have dried
fruits.
 

Germany
In Germany celebrations for Christmas start earlier. They start on December 6th. Children
would leave shoes outside their front door, which Father Christmas or Nikolaus as they call
him. Would leave presents if they had been good. If they’d been naughty Nikolaus’s servant
Knecht Ruprecht would leave twigs. Normally a meal is eaten on Christmas Eve which
doesn’t contain any meat. They would also open all of their presents on the 24th.On
Christmas day there is a feast in which meat can be eaten.

Black History Month has been celebrated in the UK since 1987
and is a celebration of people from African and Caribbean
backgrounds who have been a fundamental part of British
history for centuries. Sadly, throughout history, many people
and their contributions were not recognised or celebrated
because of the colour of their skin. Although we cannot erase
the mistakes of the past nor make up for this injustice, we can
now remember them and give them the recognition and praise
they deserve. 

To celebrate Black History Month in our school, we held a
competition in which students were to go and research Black
British hidden figures. Some people who were chosen to be
researched was John Blanke the royal trumpeter in the courts of
Henry VII and Henry VIII, Ivory Bangle lady who was a high-status
adult female living in the 4th century England, potentially of
North African descent and John Kent who is believed to be the
first black police officer in England just to name a few. 

It is important to remember and honour these amazing
individuals in British history and acknowledge not just their
efforts to their fields and talents, but also who they were as
people. The future can be uncertain at times but at least we can
look back on the consistency of Black British people throughout
history and the bravery, courage and expertise they held. 

BLACK HISTORY MONTHBLACK HISTORY MONTH




