
KS3 Curriculum Intent Statement  

Year 7  

The intention of the Year 7 curriculum is to provide students at CHS with a firm foundation of key events of 

both English and British history and to give them the opportunity to explore how Britain became the 

country we recognise today. In terms of content, Year 7 closely follows the National Curriculum for History. 

We have a strong focus on knowledge retrieval and we use a mixture of fun quizzes and knowledge tests to 

build students' confidence of their historical knowledge of the country in which they live and also provide a 

basis on which to build further study. Local history is brought to life in the summer term as Year 7 make 

links between the study of the English Civil War and key battles fought in the local area. 

Historical skills and concepts are taught through a process of historical enquiry and development of 

questioning in both a collaborative and creative way. Students will begin by focusing on chronology cause 

and consequence as key concepts before we introduce other historical concepts such as significance and 

change over time. As the year progresses, we develop students' use of source material as evidence for 

historical enquiry and also begin to develop the idea of historical interpretation through the introduction 

of scholarship into the learning experience.  

Year 8  

The Year 8 curriculum continues chronologically into Industrial Britain with the theme changing slightly to 

reflect challenges and protest against authority in Britain. Studying the British Empire allows students to 

explore the influence the British have had globally and provides the opportunity to use students' historical 

knowledge to improve their understanding of issues relating to current affairs. The development of the 

USA and slavery and civil rights are also topics that allow students to continue to explore links to the 

modern-day. The Year 8 curriculum culminates by introducing issues of protest in the early twentieth 

century and the outbreak and events of the First World War. The overall intention is to expand on the 

foundational knowledge of British history from year 7 and explore the connections that exist between 

Britain and other countries around the world.  

Use of source material as evidence is a strong theme during year 8 as students develop their skills of 

historical analysis to write make source inferences and write analytical narratives. They also begin to 

understand the complexity of historical interpretation with a formal assessment on historical 

interpretations of Field Marshal Haig. Knowledge retrieval techniques are used regularly and are an 

integral part of teaching as we aim to build students’ confidence of their historical knowledge. 

Year 9  

The Year 9 curriculum focuses significantly on conflict in the Twentieth Century as a theme. The impact of 

the First World War is analysed and understood in terms of the influence and impact it had on the 

outbreak of the Second World War and studies on the rise of Hitler and the Holocaust are also sensitively 

explored. The Cold War is explored through the context of the Vietnam conflict and in order to develop 

students' knowledge of global historical events, case studies of other dictatorships and conflicts are also 

explored. In order to provide balance and breadth, the Year 9 curriculum culminates with a breadth study 

of medical developments over time in order to provide perspective and foundational knowledge for those 

choosing to study history at GCSE.  

The key theme during Year 9 is the development of the skills of historical interpretation and understanding 

the links between use of source evidence and the role it plays in the development of those interpretations. 

Studies in both depth and breadth give students a chance to explore the nature of different types of study. 

By the end of year 9, students at CHS should be well-placed to begin to successfully study history at GCSE 

and beyond. 


