
Christleton High School  

English
The English curriculum is student-driven and embraces the idea that very little in life is so binary that it has a right or wrong answer. 
Our curriculum embraces a broad range of topics at both local and hidden levels and aims to introduce students to the best that has 

been thought or written, producing young polymaths akin to the renaissance ideal and engendering an appreciation of human 
creativity  and achievement.

Curriculum Overview



2. How do 
we 

organise 
learning?

1.What 
are we 

trying to 
achieve?

3.How 
well are 

we 
achieving 
our aims?
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Curriculum vision

The English curriculum aims to 

Develop students into happy, hardworking and caring people, who aspire to be the best they can be and ensure their aspirations are 
brought to life

Core values of Cheerful Caring Committed Collaborative Creative

Focus for learning
Attitudes- determined, respectful, 

dedicated, helpful
Habits- resilient, resourceful, 
reflective and collaborative

Skills- literacy, numeracy, ICT, 
personal, learning and thinking 

skills

Knowledge and understanding-
subject expertise to shape our 

knowledge of the world

Approaches 
to learning inside and

outside of the classroom

The curriculum as an entire planned learning experience underpinned by a broad set of common values and purposes
Varied 

approach-
matched to 

learning need 
e.g. enquiry, 
instruction, 

practical

Assessment-
fit for purpose 
and integral to 
teaching and 

learning. 

Personalised-
offering 

challenge and 
support to 
enable all 

learners to make 
progress

Retrieval-
in the form of 

low stake testing 
to help students 
with long term 

knowledge gains 
without pressure

Metacognition-
encourage learners to 
reflect on their own 

learning

Learning Habits-
students are given 

opportunities to work 
collaboratively, 

reflectively resourcefully 
and with resilience

Targeted resources-
matched to learning 
need- use of time, 

space, people, 
materials

Knowledge and skills
Curriculum content 

(see KS3, KS4, KS5 
curriculum maps)

Oracy, language and literacy ICT
SMSC, Healthy mind 

and body CEIAG (pathways)
Problem solving,

reasoning and 
numeracy

English skills Writing Reading Speaking

English specific approaches 
to learning 

Mastery writing.
Teaching the entire writing 

process from generating ideas 
to planning, writing, re-
drafting, proof-reading.

Removing the climate of fear 
around writing and encourage 
a sense of volition in terms of 

motivation to write.
Encourage students to 

undertake the same behaviours 
as professional writers.

Teaching grammatical 
concepts and rules in a 
logical sequence and 
allowing students to 
deliberately practice 

concepts to the point of 
mastery. Because to enjoy 

phrases, sentences and 
paragraphs it helps to know 
how they’re put together; 

how language works. 
Yes, grammar is important!

Reading for pleasure.
We introduce students to the 
shared reading of a range of 
contemporary texts and use 

this as an opportunity to 
explicitly teach vocabulary 

enabling students’ 
integration of vocabulary as 

opposed to their words 
being ‘divorced’ from the 
fluency of responses and 

meaning

Offers challenge and 
support to enable all 

learners to make 
progress. We do not 

subscribe to 
‘intervention-led’ 
approaches which  

remove the joy from  
our subject.

Continual 
exposure to 
challenging 

stories which 
have changed 

the world, 
broadening 

students’ idea 
of what 

‘English’ is

Our curriculum 
includes a fully 

integrated 
assessment 

model with all 
staff able to 

access exemplar 
student scripts at 

every level for 
every 

assessment prior 
to departmental 

moderation.

Involve learners 
proactively in 

their own 
learning and 

provide 
opportunities for 
spiritual, moral 

and cultural 
debate

Student wellbeing is as 
important as academic 

outcomes and will be treated 
as such.

There is a culture of support 
for our students

Evaluating impact
To ensure teaching and learning is effective so that learners understand quality and how to improve

Look at whole 
child e.g. 

progress and 
personal 

development

Uses information
intelligently to 

identify areas for 
development

Use a wide range 
of measures, 

both qualitative 
and quantitative

Creates a 
continuous 

improvement 
cycle

Uses a variety of 
techniques to 

collect and 
analyse 

information

Choose 
assessments that 

are fit for 
purpose

Ensure all 
information is 

quality assured 
by a “critical 

friend”

Convey impact to 
all stakeholders 
in a simple clear 

format

How we measure the 
impact

To secure

Visualiser strategies Live marking policy
Formative feedback techniques 

following summative assessment
Diagnostic toolsEnglish Curriculum


