
Year 7 
Level 

 
Foundation 

 
Intermediate 

 
Higher 

 
Exceptional 

Language 
- identify explicit and 

implicit information 
- select evidence 
- analyse how writers use 

language and structure 
using subject terminology 

-  Compare writers’ ideas 
- Evaluate texts  
- Communicate 

imaginatively, selecting 
and adapting tone 

- use structural and 
grammatical features to 
support cohesion of 
writing 

- use a range of vocabulary 
and sentence structures  

- Evidence of simple 
sentence demarcation.  

- Evidence of simple 
punctuation; some used 
consciously. (full-stop, 
commas in list, 
exclamation and question 
mark, speech marks)    

- limited range of sentence 
forms.  

- Limited accuracy in basic 
spelling. 

- Vocabulary is limited. 
-  make simple inferences to 

recognise explicit 
meaning. Simple reference 
to textual detail (not 
always valid).  

- Sentence demarcation is usually accurate 
with occasional slips.  

- Begins to use more varied punctuation 
(apostrophe for omission and possession, 
etc). 

- Increasing range of sentence structures 
and a variety of connectives have started 
to be used. 

- Understands and use appropriately the 
conventions of grammar, with occasional 
errors.  

- Some accurate spelling of more complex 
word. 

- attempt to make some relevant 
inferences to recognise implicit meanings. 
Some comments supported by textual 
detail from a text or source 

- Sentence demarcation is mostly 
accurate.  

- A variety of punctuation is used with 
some occasional slips.  

- Attempts to vary sentence length and 
structure in order to provide 
appropriate detail and create effects 
according to task, purpose and 
reader. Uses a wider range of 
connectives.  

- Some accurate spelling of more 
complex words. 

- make some relevant inferences which 
attempt to explore layers of meaning 
within a text. Comments are 
supported by textual detail from 
more than one text. 

- Sentence demarcation is consistently 
accurate.  

- The full range of punctuation is used 
with some accuracy to clarify meaning, 
aid cohesion and consciously create 
some effects.  

- An increasing variety of sentence forms 
are used, including clauses within 
sentences.   

- Most words are spelled correctly, 
including some complex and unfamiliar 
words.  

- Spelling skills and strategies can be 
applied with increasing independence. 

- make consistently relevant inferences 
to explore different layers of meaning 
within a text. Comments supported by 
valid textual detail from an increasing 
range of texts.  

Literature 
- Read and respond to texts 
- develop informed 

personal responses 
- use textual references, to 

support interpretations 
- analyse the language, 

form and structure using 
subject terminology 

- show understanding of the 
relationships between 
texts and their contexts 

- use a range of vocabulary 
and sentence structures 
with accurate spelling and 
punctuation 

 
- Simple awareness of the 

differences between 
writers’ ideas and 
perspectives.  

- Simple awareness and 
cross reference of ideas 
and perspectives. 

-  Simple awareness of 
language 

-  Offers simple comments 
on the effect of language 
with simple references or 
textual details used  

-  Simple mention of subject 
terminology, not always 
appropriately. 
 

 
- Attempts to identify and understand the 

differences between writers’ ideas and 
perspectives. Attempts to compare ideas 
and perspectives. 

- Attempts to identify and describe the 
effect of language/structure and attempts 
to select relevant quotations to support 
responses.   

-  Attempts to use some subject 
terminology, not always appropriately.  

 
- Identifies and makes some comments 

on the differences between writers’ 
ideas and perspectives. 

- Clearly explains the effects of the 
writer’s choice of language 

- Selects a range of relevant quotations  
- Uses subject terminology 

 
- Identifies and makes clear comments 

on the differences between writers’ 
ideas and perspectives 

- Make clear, detailed comments about 
the effect of language  

-  Use a range of relevant quotations  
- Use subject terminology accurately 

Spoken Language 
- Demonstrate formal 

presentation skills 
- Listen and respond 

(questions and feedback) 
- use Standard English 

effectively in speeches and 
presentations 

- Expresses straightforward 
ideas and feeling. 

- Structures talk so that the 
meaning is clear. 
Shapes talk deliberately 
for clarity. 
Is able to respond to 
questions in class on 
request. 

- Explores and explains relevant ideas and 
feelings 

- Talk is structured with the use of 
deliberate signposts to enable clarity. 

- Talk is detailed. 
- Responds well to questions and offers 

answers independently.  

- Explores some complex ideas  
- Generally controlled and effective 

organisation of talk 
- Some perceptive points. 
- Offers answers independently and in 

detail.  

- Increasingly complex ideas conveyed 
- Controlled and effective organisation of 

talk   
- perceptive responses that challenge 

what is said  
- Shapes the direction of talk at times.  
- Offers answers and is able to bring in 

wider context to support their answer. 



Year 8 
Level 

 
Foundation 

 
Intermediate 

 
Higher 

 
Exceptional 

Language 
- identify explicit and 

implicit information 
- select evidence 
- analyse how writers use 

language and structure 
using subject terminology 

-  Compare writers’ ideas 
- Evaluate texts  
- Communicate 

imaginatively, selecting 
and adapting tone 

- use structural and 
grammatical features to 
support cohesion of 
writing 

- use a range of vocabulary 
and sentence structures  

- Some sentence 
demarcation 

- Punctuation is used with 
some accuracy to aid 
cohesion & create effects.   

- An increasing variety of 
sentence forms are used, 
including clauses within 
sentences.  

- The use of standard and 
non-standard English 
when appropriate in their 
own writing is understood.   

- attempt to make 
inferences and recognise 
implicit meanings 

- Consistently accurate sentence 
demarcation.   

- An appropriate range of punctuation is 
deployed to aid cohesion and create a 
range of effects.  

- Deploy a range of sentence structures  
- Writes fluently using Standard English in a 

range of wide and varied texts and 
contexts for a range of purposes and 
audiences. 

- Generally accurate, correct spelling is 
used including more ambitious or 
complex words. 

- make some relevant inferences which 
attempt to explore layers of meaning 
within a text.  

 

- Consistently accurate sentence 
demarcation used with confidence.   

- An appropriate range of punctuation 
is deployed to enhance and 
emphasise meaning, aid cohesion 
and create a wide range of effects.  

- Deploy a range of sentence 
structures to enhance and emphasise 
meaning 

- Writes fluently using Standard English 
in a range of wide and varied texts 
and contexts  

- Accurate, correct spelling including 
more ambitious or complex words. 

- make clear inferences and 
interpretations, drawing on a range 
of reading strategies. 

- Consistently accurate sentence 
demarcation used with confidence.  

- An appropriate range of punctuation is 
deployed to aid cohesion and create a 
wide range of effects.  

- Consistently and independently deploy 
a range of sentence structures to 
enhance and emphasise meaning, aid 
cohesion and create a wide range of 
effects according to task, purpose and 
reader.  

- Writes fluently using Standard English 
mostly accurately in a range of wide 
and varied texts and contexts for a 
range of purposes and audiences.  

- Accurate, correct spelling, including 
more ambitious or complex words. 

- Make detailed responses drawing on a 
range of reading strategies to respond 
to layers of meaning.   

Literature 
- Read and respond to texts.  
- develop informed 

personal responses 
- use textual references, to 

support interpretations. 
- analyse the language, 

form and structure using 
subject terminology 

- show understanding of the 
relationships between 
texts and their contexts 

- use a range of vocabulary 
and sentence structures 
with accurate spelling and 
punctuation. 

- simple evaluative 
comments on the text. 
Simple reference or 
textual detail used. 

- Some comments 
supported by textual 
detail from a text or 
source. 

- attempt to identify and 
describe the effect of 
language/structure and 
attempts to select 
quotations. Attempts to 
use some subject 
terminology, not always 
appropriately. 

- Attempts to make some evaluative 
comments on the text.  

-  Attempts to use relevant examples which 
usually support viewpoint. 

- An increasing number of comments are 
supported by textual detail from the 
source.  

- Shows clear understanding of language 
Clearly explains the effects of the writer’s 
choice of language. Selects a range of 
relevant quotations. Uses subject 
terminology 

- More consistent valid evaluative and 
increasingly analytical comments on 
the text.   

-  Selects some relevant examples 
which support viewpoint more 
consistently 

- Clear use of quotations to support 
relevant and valid comments with 
detailed analysis of textual evidence.  

- Make clear, detailed comments 
about the effect of language  

- Use a range of relevant quotations  
Use subject terminology accurately 

- Clearly evaluates the text. 
- Offer examples from the text to explain 

views clearly  
- Select relevant quotations to support 

views 
- Clear use of a range of quotations to 

support relevant and valid comments 
with detailed analysis of textual 
evidence across a range of texts. 

- Make clear and detailed comments 
which analyse the effects of the writer’s 
choice of language  

- Use a range of relevant quotations with 
precision  Uses a range of subject 
accurately 

Spoken Language 
- Demonstrate formal 

presentation skills 
- Listen and respond 

(questions and feedback) 
- use Standard English 

effectively in speeches and 
presentations. 

- Expresses straightforward 
ideas and feeling. 

- Structures talk so that the 
meaning is clear. 
Shapes talk deliberately 
for clarity. 

- Is able to respond to 
questions in class on 
request. 

- Attempts to organise and structure 
presentations and talks 

- Uses Standard English 
- Shows awareness of who the audience is 
- Responds well to feedback and questions 

- Uses Standard English 
- Shows awareness of who the 

audience is 
- Responds superbly to feedback and 

questions 
- Achieves the purpose of the talk 

Expresses challenging ideas with a 
wide range of vocabulary 

- uses a sophisticated repertoire of 
vocabulary 

- responds perceptively and elaborates 
with further ideas and information 

- Organises talk using a range of 
engagement strategies 



Year 9 
Level 

 
Foundation 

 
Intermediate 

 
Higher 

 
Exceptional 

Language 
- identify explicit and 

implicit information 
- select evidence 
- analyse how writers use 

language and structure 
using subject terminology 

- Compare writers’ ideas 
- Evaluate texts  
- Communicate 

imaginatively, selecting 
and adapting tone 

- use structural and 
grammatical features to 
support cohesion of 
writing 

- use a range of vocabulary 
and sentence structures  

- Communication is 
successful with an attempt 
to match purpose, form 
and audience.  

- Vocabulary demonstrates 
some variety and precision 

- There is some use of 
linguistic devices and 
these are deployed for 
deliberate effect on the 
reader.  

- Writing is structured and 
paragraphs are used 
appropriately.  

- The ideas in the text are 
organised and sequenced 
clearly and effectively. 

- Communication is clear and effective with 
a sustained attempt to match purpose, 
form and audience.  

- Vocabulary is consciously and carefully 
chosen from within and beyond their own 
vocabulary, sometimes creating precise 
and subtler meanings according to task, 
purpose and reader.  

- A range of effective linguistic devices are 
used. 

- Writing is shaped and crafted within 
individual paragraphs.  Ideas are 
structured to achieve particular literary or 
rhetorical effects.  

- Ideas are clearly and explicitly linked to a 
clear sense of task, purpose and audience 

- Communication is clear and effective 
with a sustained attempt to match 
purpose, form and audience.  

- Vocabulary is carefully chosen from 
within and beyond their own 
vocabulary, sometimes creating 
subtler meanings 

- An increasing range of effective 
linguistic devices are used in 
particular tasks 

- Writing is shaped and crafted within 
individual paragraphs. Ideas are 
structured to achieve particular 
literary or rhetorical effects.  

- Ideas are clearly and explicitly linked 
to a clear sense of task, purpose and 
audience. 

- Communication is consistently clear 
and effective with a sustained attempt 
to match purpose, form and audience.  

- Vocabulary is consciously and carefully 
chosen from within and beyond their 
own vocabulary, sometimes creating 
precise and subtler meanings according 
to task, purpose and reader.  

- A range of effective linguistic devices 
are used in particular contexts or for 
specific tasks.  

- Writing is shaped and crafted within 
individual paragraphs. Ideas are 
structured to achieve particular literary 
or rhetorical effects.  

- Ideas are clearly and explicitly linked to 
a clear sense of task, purpose and 
audience. 

Literature 
- Read and respond to texts.  
- develop informed 

personal responses 
- use textual references, to 

support interpretations. 
- analyse the language, 

form and structure using 
subject terminology 

- show understanding of the 
relationships between 
texts and their contexts 

- use a range of vocabulary 
and sentence structures 
with accurate spelling and 
punctuation. 

- Attempts to identify and 
understand the 
differences between 
writers’ ideas and 
perspectives. Attempts to 
compare ideas and 
perspectives. 

- Attempts to make some 
evaluative comments on 
the text.  

- Attempts to use relevant 
examples which usually 
support viewpoint. 

- Identifies and makes some comments on 
the differences between writers’ ideas 
and perspectives.   

- More consistent valid evaluative and 
increasingly analytical comments on the 
text. 

- Selects some relevant examples which 
support viewpoint more consistently. 
 

- Identifies and makes clear comments 
on the differences between writers’ 
ideas and perspectives   

- Clearly evaluates the text  
- Offer examples from the text to 

explain views clearly  

- Select relevant quotations to support 
views 

- Identifies and makes clear and detailed 
comparisons between writer’s ideas 
and perspectives 

- Clearly and consistently evaluates the 
text  

- Offers examples form the text to 
explain views clearly and consistently  

- Selects a range of relevant quotations 
to support views   

Spoken Language 
- Demonstrate formal 

presentation skills 
- Listen and respond 

(questions and feedback) 
- use Standard English 

effectively in speeches and 
presentations. 

- Is audible 
- Expresses ideas, 

information and feelings 
- Listens very well to 

questions and feedback 

- Attempts to organise and structure 
presentations and talks 

- Uses Standard English 
- Shows awareness of who the audience is 
- Responds well to feedback and questions 

- expresses challenging ideas / 
information / feelings using a range 
of vocabulary,  

- organises and structures his or her 
presentation clearly and 
appropriately to meet the needs of 
the audience,  

- achieves the purpose of the 
presentation 

- listens to questions / feedback 
responding formally and in detail. 

- expresses sophisticated ideas/ 
information/feelings using a 
sophisticated repertoire of vocabulary,  

- organises and structures his or her 
presentation using an effective range of 
strategies to engage the audience,  

- achieves the purpose of the 
presentation 

- listens to questions / feedback, 
responds perceptively and elaborates 
with further ideas and information. 

 


