
 

 

A Level History 

Year 12:  Summer project 

 

The British treated the natives of South Africa much worse than the Dutch between the years  

1899 - 1948.   

How far do you agree with this statement? 

 

Use your own research and the sources attached to plan and write an essay answer to the above 

question.  Your essay should meet the following criteria: 

 Minimum of two sides of A4 

 Should have a clear introduction, discussion and conclusion 

 Sources should be used as evidence (e.g. quotes) to support your argument 

 You must analyse both the treatment by the British and the treatment by the Dutch (or 

Afrikaners) towards the black population of South Africa in order to ensure your answer is 

balanced. 

 

 

Where to begin….. 

1. Firstly research the Boer War of 1899 – 1902 (consider the reasons for this war). 

2. Research who ruled South Africa after the Boer War and how this affected the population. 

3. Research the way in which the British treated the Native population (during and after the war).   

4. Research the way in which the Dutch treated the Native population (during and after the war). 

5. Look for evidence – facts figures, quotes, interpretations. 
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“It is understood you have armed the 

natives.  In this you have committed an 

enormous act of wickedness.  Reconsider 

the matter, even if it should cost you the 

loss of Mafeking – disarm your blacks and 

thereby act the part of a white man in a 

white man’s war.” 

Source 3:  An extract from a letter written 

by the Boer commander Cronje to the 

British commander in Mafeking, Baden-

Powell, when he learnt that the British had 

armed black soldiers. 

“ April 20th:  Meat and meal stocks will last until June 12th.  But by forcing natives away from 

Mafeking, we can get their share of horseflesh for whites.” 

Source 4:  A note from Baden-Powell’s diary.  He eventually forced blacks out of the town, 

and many of them then died of starvation. 

The British had said that one reason 

why they were fighting the Boers in 

the South African War was to 

protect the rights of black people.  

Black South Africans welcomed the 

British victory in 1902.  They were 

to be sorely disappointed.” 

Source 2:  From a GCSE text book 

 The arrival of Dutch settlers marked the permanent settlement of Europeans in 

Southern Africa. 

 Dutch laws, customs and attitudes towards race were brought to South Africa and 

Dutch people became the ruling class until the Cape was taken over by the British 

in 1806. 

 The Dutch did not actively encourage the Khoikhoi or slaves to become Christians 

as this would imply they were equal. 

Source 1: http://www.sahistory.org.za/topic/impact-colonialism 

 

“ The White man goes below, does no 

work and gets big money.  The African 

gets all the gold out of the ground and 

gets very little money.  How is that 

fair?” 

Source 5:  A striker at the Knights 

Deep Mine complained in 1920 

In their own kraals, natives live in a more or less 

backward state of civilisation, and there is, in my 

opinion, a danger that we may be going too far in our 

efforts to make them comfortable and I think that the 

natives far prefer those compounds which are not too 

well-ventilated and airy.” 

Source 6: J.H. Johns, in a speech to mine managers in 

1894, justified conditions in the compounds. 


