
 

 

Sociology Summer Assignment 

 

The Socialization Process 

One of the most fundamental concepts in Sociology is the idea of Socialisation. This is the 
term that sociologists use to describe the life-long process of learning the culture of any 
society. Culture is socially transmitted from one generation to the next through the process 
of socialisation.  
 
The American sociologist Charles Cooley (1864–1929) distinguished two types of 
socialisation: primary and secondary. These two forms of socialisation are defined partly in 
terms of the particular groups or ‘agencies’ in which they occur:  
 
- Primary socialisation The Family is the main agency where an individual learns many of the 
basic lessons for life such as language, how to act as a boy or a girl, how to share and how to 
love.  
 
- Secondary socialisation Associated with the later stages of identity formation, from later 

childhood and continuing through adulthood. The school is an important example of an 

agency of secondary socialisation, but all formal organisations, including religion and work, 

are influential. 

 

Question 1. Explain two or more ways in which the family can shape the lives of young 

people. You should explain the techniques the family goes through in order to guide the 

behaviour of children (your answer should be at least 150 words). Use your own paper to 

answer this question. 

 

 

 



 

Now read the following extract based on a research study by a sociologist: 

 

LADS AND LADETTES IN SCHOOL: GENDER AND THE FEAR OF FAILURE 
Carolyn Jackson (2006) 
 
Context  
An issue of significant concern to educationalists in recent years has been the relative failure 
of boys compared to girls in schools. One of the most popular theories is that boys have 
developed a ‘laddish culture’.  
 
Methods  
 
Eight secondary schools in the north of England were selected to ensure a mix of social 
classes and ethnicities. The focus was on year 9 pupils who completed questionnaires. Some 
more in-depth interviews were conducted by Jackson with 153 pupils, 75 girls and 78 boys.  
 
Key findings  
 
Social motives for laddishness 
 
Laddishness refers to a specific form of masculine behaviour, though some respondents felt 
that ‘lad’ was synonymous with being ‘normal’. Typically it was seen in terms of popularity, 
humour, sportiness, hardness, hanging out, the following of dress codes and not being seen 
to be making an effort at school. Importantly it was something that boys strived for, 
although being ‘lad’ should be effortless. Academic work was seen as feminine so lads 
avoided school work.  
 
Academic motives for laddishness 
 
Much laddishness could be seen in terms of avoiding revealing weakness. Laddish boys 
wished to avoid social failure by acting in a laddish way, and avoided academic failure by 
rejecting school work. They wished to hide work and effort.  
 
Pressure to succeed 
 
Some schools were using performance goals to encourage school success rather than 
encouraging students to gain pleasure from learning. Teachers sometimes promoted 
competition between students and exerted pressure on them. This led to stress and 
embarrassment. Those who achieved well liked the system, but the weaker students opted 
out and rejected school. Pressure to do well also came from parents. If parents pressurised, 
it was for the sake of the students, if schools pressurised, it was for the sake of the school or 
the concerns of the teachers for their own reputations.  
 
 



 
Uncool to be a ‘geek’ 
 
Social status was judged in terms of popularity. Popularity for boys was gained through 
being good at sport and having a girlfriend. However, all students, regardless of ethnicity, 
gender or social class, felt that it was not cool to work. Few managed to achieve the double 
goal of being good in tests and also not being seen to work at it. The students who benefited 
most from the ‘uncool to work’ ethos were those who feared academic failure the most. 
One trick was to misbehave in class and disrupt lessons. In this way, they did not have to 
feel stupid in front of their friends, they may even be able to sabotage the lesson for other 
students and stop them succeeding as well. 
 
 
Balancing act 
Many students managed to succeed through balancing how much work they needed to do 
to succeed with the behaviour needed to remain popular. Pupils would mess around in 
school and then catch up at home. They would use strategies to hide their work: sometimes 
even making excuses to their friends about not being able to go out so they could revise in 
secret. There was pressure from school for pupils to do work in their own time and pressure 
from friends to maintain a good social life. There may also be external pressures such as 
religious, sport or work commitments. Middle-class children, with access to the Internet and 
private space, were able to work in secret, for example using chatrooms and working 
simultaneously, whereas working-class children had to meet to maintain social contacts. 
Wealthy students could maintain a balancing act and appear cool through having access to 
branded fashion and mobile phones. In addition, physical attractiveness helped some pupils 
maintain cool whereas it was much harder for others. 
 
Read Jackson’s study. It will have some words you are unsure of. Underline them and look 
them up. 
 
Answer the following questions on Jackson’s study (above). 
 
At A level you will need to write in as much detail as possible. Engage fully with the 
questions. Don’t just write a couple of words. 
 

2. What do you think ‘laddishness’ is? 
 

3. What impact does the competitive approach of schools have on some students?  
 

4. Research the concepts of ‘middle class’ and ‘working class’. 
 

5. According to Jackson what impact can these have on academic performance? 
 

6. Define the concept of sub-culture. (This is something for you to use the internet for. 
Make use of a sociological website) 

 
7. How might the students in Jackson’s study be demonstrating sub-cultural behavior? 



 
 


