
 
 
 

 

 

 

19 March 2020 

 

Coronavirus Update – School closure to most students 
 

As you will no doubt be aware following the announcements last night, schools have now 
been instructed to close to almost all children after this Friday until further notice. 

We were informed of this news in the same way as you were, with the same level of detail, 
which, as you can probably imagine, is leaving us all with a multitude of questions, many of 
which, as of yet, we have no answers for.  

We will, as ever, endeavour to keep you as informed as possible over the coming days as we 
process the next steps for all our young people and we will continue to plan for their 
continued education. 

 

External Exams 

We are saddened for all our Year 11 and Year 13 students for whom their exams in the 

summer term have now been cancelled. They should all feel incredibly proud of their 

successes to date, we certainly are, and we will work to ensure that their talents, hard work 

and determination to succeed are justly and fairly rewarded in the future.  

At the present time, we unfortunately have no clarity as to how these students will be graded 

in the summer, but we will write to parents again as soon as we are able to provide any 

updates. This is a very frustrating and difficult position for us all, our students in particular, 

for which we can only apologise. 

 

School Closure 

As advised by the government, we will do all we can to stay open for the children of key 
workers and children with certain needs, for whom no other childcare facilities are available.  

However, we are waiting for the government to publish more information today on what this 
actually means and, in particular, which workers are being classified as key workers. We 
expect this to include but not be limited to NHS staff, police and others in frontline services.  

We will be contacting you later today and asking for responses so that we can begin to plan 
the required provision. 

All other children will need to stay at home, so we ask that you do not send your child into 

school from Monday onwards. 



 
 
 

It is important to state that this is a national closure and therefore impacts on all students in 

all schools. We will be addressing our students in all year groups in assemblies over the next 

two days. 

However, due to staff shortages and time pressures on our resources to plan for the new 

provision during closure, Year 13 will finish school today at the end of period 3 and year 11 

from the end of period 5 today. We will of course keep in touch with these students to keep 

them updated on any exam news we may hear in due course. 

This is not the way we would want to say goodbye to these students and we will look to 

organize ‘proper’ goodbye and celebratory assemblies, once we are through this period of 

uncertainty and closure. 

As we have stated previously, we will continue to provide learning for all our students 
throughout the period of closure through Google Classroom platform, communicated via 
Edulink and further information about this will be provided to students and parents 
tomorrow. 

If your child usually receives free school meals, we will also be in touch with more information 

about how we will continue to provide this, with support from a scheme that the government 

has just announced. In conjunction with our catering suppliers, we are planning to keep our 

catering facilities open during this partial closure. 

 

This is as much as we know right now and we do appreciate your continued patience and 

support as we deal with this ever-changing situation.  

We fully understand that these latest developments will have an impact on you and your 

family and they are far from ideal, but we will continue to update you as the situation 

develops. 

If you want to get in touch to share any concerns, please don’t hesitate to do so via 

enquires@christletonhigh.co.uk  

And please remember: if you or your child feels ill and you want to know what to do next, 

please use NHS 111 online. 

Thank you again for your continued support, and please look out for further communication 
from us this afternoon hopefully. 
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