
 

 

 

22nd May 2020 
 
Dear Parents, Carers and Students 
 
I hope that you are all well and safe and that you are all coping and adjusting well to the 
current circumstances. 
 
The information contained in this letter is to update you on various developments that are in 
follow-up to the Government’s announcement to widen school attendance from 1st June. 

I think it is worth reminding everyone that School has not been closed. Not only have we 

remained open for the children who have needed our support and care, including the children 

of key workers, but staff have also been delivering a home learning experience unlike anything 

we have ever done before. We have distributed our entire stock of laptops to those students in 

need and ensured that food vouchers were made available to those families requiring them, 

even during holiday periods. Parents and carers too have been magnificent in supporting their 

children’s learning whilst at the same time, in many cases, trying to continue to work 

themselves. I know from my own home experience how difficult this can be – and many 

families have struggled to cope with the demands of home learning, often having to share 

limited devices – which I know can be very frustrating! 

But these arrangements cannot continue indefinitely, because prolonged absence from school 

is concerning; academically, socially - and for some children, from a welfare and safety 

perspective. 

So, we have been directed by the government to widen the school provision currently in place 

and offer some, “face-to-face contact for students in Year 10 and Year 12 to supplement home 

learning”, (although the precise nature of that provision is less clear). 

You will be aware from the media coverage, of the diverse number of opinions that have been 

expressed with this widening of provision – more so perhaps in the primary sector. It is 

important to balance the public health risks in the short term (related to the transmission of 

the virus) with longer term public health considerations. If a child loses out on the basics of 

education, this can have an impact on that child across their whole life – their economic 

prosperity and long-term health. Children benefit hugely from being at school. So, we do 

support the need to take steps towards opening schools more widely.  

For now, we are simply making plans for how we might open schools more widely from 1st June. 

The government will make the final decision on whether to open schools more widely when it 

reviews the latest science, including transmission rates, on 28th May.  



 

 

The most striking feature about the impact of Covid-19 on children is how little research has 
been conducted in the field. Only a handful of studies have been carried out across the world, 
and scientists are divided over their interpretation. It is known that children are less likely to 
become ill if infected with the coronavirus, but researchers are still unsure how easily they can 
infect others. Some research indicates that children are far less likely to become infected 
compared with adults but other studies suggest that when they do become infected, they carry 
as much viral load as an adult, and therefore pose a real risk of passing the virus on to other 
children, to staff and to their families. 

The overview of the scientific advice and information says that for the vast majority of children 
and young people, coronavirus is a mild illness. However, children and young people (0 to 18 
years of age) who have been classed as clinically extremely vulnerable, due to pre-existing 
medical conditions, have been advised to shield. These children are not expected to be 
attending educational settings, and they should continue to be supported at home as much as 
possible. 

Our planning will take account of the needs, vulnerabilities and concerns of all staff and 

children.  If, for any reason, (for example, because an unusual number of staff are shielding, 

living with someone who is extremely vulnerable, or otherwise vulnerable themselves), it is not 

possible to implement opening in the way outlined below, then we limit what we do to what is 

safe. We will adopt a cautious, phased approach.  

Finding optimum solutions means we will work together with parents, staff, unions and other 

stakeholders, in the interests of our children and our collective future. We need to make sure 

any return to school is safe for children’s physical and emotional wellbeing. We are working to 

ensure we have in place a risk assessment as well as the necessary changes to policy, practice 

and physical environment with clear briefings and communication for staff, parents and 

children. 

The safety and wellbeing of our staff and students is paramount. 
 

Emergency School Provision: Widening provision from 1st June 

Phase 1 - Pre-opening:  

We have already started this across school. This includes general maintenance such as repairs, 
painting of classrooms and corridors, deep cleaning across the school, including classrooms, 
offices and social areas. We are also looking at student, staff and parental access to and around 
the school. We need to establish, one-way systems for movement around the school, access 
and exit protocols and drop-off and pick-up arrangements. We also need to establish staff 
protection system – PPE, Perspex screening, etc. 

Phase 2 – Targeted phase:  

Week commencing 1st June  

Form Tutors will be making personal contact, via telephone, with every student in the school. 
The focus of this will be to establish general wellbeing and to gauge how students are coping 
with home learning. Parents and carers will be notified, via Edulink of a date and time for the 
‘phone call. Form Tutors will be making around 30 ‘phone calls that week, so time is scarce. 
Each call will last for roughly five minutes and will be between the student and the Form Tutor. 
I urge parents and carers not to ‘hijack’ the call but to please allow Form Tutors to talk to your 
child; the more time you take to speak to teachers, the less time will be available for the 
teacher to talk with your child. Teachers have been given a set script to use. This information 



 

 

will then be shared with Heads of Year and senior staff so that they can ascertain which 
students might need additional support or adjustments to their home learning. If parents wish 
to communicate with school, they can do so in a number of ways:  

a) Directly with the subject teacher via the appropriate Google Classroom link 
b) Direct, via email, to the Head of Year or senior staff 

Monday 8th June 

 targeted Year 10 students; ie those who have found it difficult to engage fully with 
home learning 

 targeted Year 12 students; ie those who have found it difficult to engage fully with 
home learning 
 

We have been running a student concern system, whereby subject teachers can log any 
concerns they might have for students who are not completing the work set. At the end of 
every week, Heads of Year analyse this list and have been making contact with parents and 
students as appropriate. During this week, we will be inviting those identified students into 
school for some bespoke support to help them to get back on track with home learning. 

Phase 3 – Partial phase  

Monday 15th June – 15th July  

Given the uncertainty that still exists and the fact that the government have yet to issue their 
secondary school guidance, we are not yet in a position to publish our plans for this phase, other 
than to state that it is our intention to offer face to face support for Year 10 and Year 12 students. 

We will not be expecting those students who may return to school to wear school uniform. 

During all three phases, we will continue to offer provision to those children of key workers and 
any identified vulnerable students, in Years 7-9, where it is not possible for them to remain at 
home. 

The focus of the curriculum during this time will be to: Re-engage...Re-socialise....Re-
learn.....Re-visit.  We will be focussing on the mental health and wellbeing of students as much 
as their academic re-integration. 
I need to emphasise, that this is our plan of action. The government has clearly stated that it is 
their aspiration for schools to widen their provision from 1st June and that they will be guided 
by the science as to whether or not this is practical, nearer the time. You will also be aware that 
teacher unions and other staff bodies have expressed serious concerns about widening 
attendance and have made their own demands to ensure staff safety – so there are still many 
caveats to the plans we have, but it is only right to have a plan in place and to share it with you. 
 
The Department for Education have also published advice for parents and carers: 
 
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/help-secondary-school-children-continue-their-education-
during-coronavirus-covid-19?utm_source=1992819e-b988-439e-9846-
d5d2ae5f5e22&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=govuk-
notifications&utm_content=immediate 
 
There are still no plans to bring Years 7-9 back into school this side of the summer break.  
Indeed, schools in Cheshire East are already announcing plans for only a partial opening of 
schools in September – one Year group per day. In Cheshire West, Headteachers met, virtually, 

https://www.gov.uk/guidance/help-secondary-school-children-continue-their-education-during-coronavirus-covid-19?utm_source=1992819e-b988-439e-9846-d5d2ae5f5e22&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=govuk-notifications&utm_content=immediate
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/help-secondary-school-children-continue-their-education-during-coronavirus-covid-19?utm_source=1992819e-b988-439e-9846-d5d2ae5f5e22&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=govuk-notifications&utm_content=immediate
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/help-secondary-school-children-continue-their-education-during-coronavirus-covid-19?utm_source=1992819e-b988-439e-9846-d5d2ae5f5e22&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=govuk-notifications&utm_content=immediate
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/help-secondary-school-children-continue-their-education-during-coronavirus-covid-19?utm_source=1992819e-b988-439e-9846-d5d2ae5f5e22&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=govuk-notifications&utm_content=immediate


 

 

earlier this week to seek a consensus on return plans, and many are following the same phased 
approach, which I have highlighted above. At the moment, we are still planning for a full 
reopening in September, but are keeping this under constant review. 
 
Other news and updates 
 

1. Home-learning – Now that we are aware of the unlikelihood that any Year group will return fully 
to school before September, we are again reviewing the nature of our current provision. We will 
be increasing the use of recorded aspects of lessons and posting videos in Google Classroom and 
we are looking at ways to make on-line learning more interactive. Like the vast majority of 
schools in Cheshire, we will not be using live lessons – not all our students have access to the 
appropriate hardware, (indeed many families are sharing devices with several children), the 
security and safeguarding provisions are not sufficiently robust and we do not have the teaching 
capacity to conduct live lessons. 

2. Year 9 GCSE options – All Year 9 students have been informed of their GCSE option choices for 
next year. With effect from 8th June, students will not be expected to complete home learning 
for those subjects they will not be studying next year. The decision about when to introduce 
certain key aspects of GCSE courses into home learning, will be made by Subject leads and may 
differ subject to subject. 

3. Year Heads – from the 8th June there will be some changes to Head of Year deployment: 
 

a. Mr McDonnell will be taking over as Head of current Year 7. This will allow Mrs 
Monaghan to focus on the Year 6 transition process, as she will be Head of Year 7 next 
year. Mr McDonnel will take the current Year 7 through to Year 8 and beyond. 

b. Mrs Blackwell will take over as Head of current Year 10 and will be their Head of Year for 
the remainder of their time in key stage 4. 

 

All Year Heads are currently preparing messages to send to their Year groups. 
 
Covid-19 has brought with it stress, uncertainty and anxiety for us all, and I know many of 
you will be concerned about sending your children back to school.  We will do everything 
we can to minimise the risks in school, but no Headteacher can give the guarantees and 
reassurance that parents would naturally wish for. Ultimately, the decision whether to send 
students back to school or not, rests with parents and carers, but we will do everything we 
can to continue to support you and our students. 
 
The May half term holiday would normally take place next week, so staff will not be setting 
any home learning.  This is a time for everyone to take a break and to focus on family life 
and some relaxation. 
 
Thank you for your continued support. 
 
Yours sincerely 

 
 
D P Jones 
Headteacher 


