
Dear students 

I want to thank you all for the way you have returned to school. 

It hasn’t been an easy start to the new school year, but we are pleased with the way the vast 

majority of you have responded to the new rules. 

To Key Stage Three students – I know it’s tough being in the same classroom for all your lessons, but 

at the moment, it’s what we have to do to keep everyone safe. You have shown great maturity in the 

way you have handled this, so thank you for behaving well and responding to everything your 

teachers ask you to do. 

To Key Stage Four and Sixth Form students – thank you for your compliance with the new 

restrictions and the example you set as you walk around school. I know this is a worrying time for 

you, especially for year 11 and 13 students, who are worried about how their exam year will pan out. 

We don’t know yet, what exams will look for next summer or the summer after for year 10 and year 

12 students. You need to make sure that you treat every piece of assessment with some importance 

– it may be vital evidence if teacher assessments are required in the future. As soon as we know of 

any changes to the exam process, we will let you know. In the meantime – crack on and work hard! 

As a community of over 1400 students and 120 staff, it’s important that we continue to work 

together to keep everyone safe. The issue of wearing face coverings in the school building has been 

a contentious one and I know that not everyone agrees with having to wear one. However, there is 

mounting evidence that they do offer some protection in preventing the spread of the virus.  

All staff are wearing them in corridors and communal areas – this is our effort to help protect you as 

much as it is to protect ourselves. I would like to think that you feel the same, that you want to 

protect your teachers, so that they remain fit and well and that they are in school to teach you and 

help you develop your potential. I would also hope that you would want to protect your friends and 

family. We know that young people do not get as seriously ill as older people, but you can still carry 

the virus and take it back into your homes and put your family at risk. Older people are more 

susceptible to the virus – don’t risk the health of family and friends. 

I want to see you wearing masks in corridors and indoor communal areas – I want to see that you 

care about the health of everyone in our school. No one wants another lock down, no one wants 

more disruption to learning and the risk it brings to your future prosperity and no one wants to see 

loved ones and family suffer this dreadful illness – please help us to keep everyone safe – wear a 

mask. 

Thank you 

D Jones 


