
 

 

 
Dear Parent / Carer, 
 

Update on Covid-19 
 
Over the weekend, and following a number of social media rumours, I have received a 
number of emails regarding the school’s position on the Covid-19 virus. I have already 
covered some of these points in my recent blogs or via news updates on our website but, 
such is the fast moving nature of the situation, I am now again writing to confirm the latest 
picture.  
 

I stress that I am only doing this in response to email questions, NOT because anything has 
changed within the school. 
 

I think it is important to say that this crisis is not like ‘a heavy snowfall event’ where 
headteachers have local discretion. In this instance, all actions are controlled and instructed 
by the Department of Education and /or Public Health England; they are leading and 
instructing schools based on coherent, consistent plans across the whole of the state school 
network. This is absolutely the correct approach to take to preserve the integrity of the 
education sector. 
 

To ensure that the school can focus on the most important matters, I would ask all parents 
to only contact the school reception in connection with coronavirus to advise us of absence, 
self-isolation or test results. I assure you that I will keep you informed as and when things 
change. 
 
What if I want to keep my child off school? 
If your child is ill or is demonstrating signs that meet the government’s threshold to self-
isolate, clearly your child should not be sent to school. This will be recorded as an 
authorised absence due to illness.  
 

Governmental advice on more vulnerable or at risk students is less clear. Whilst I 
understand and acknowledge your concerns and desire to keep those more vulnerable 
students off school during this period of uncertainty, even without symptoms and merely as 
a precaution, it must be your personal decision to make.  
 

Should you indeed decide to keep your child at home as a preventative measure as you 
believe your child is within the vulnerable categories, we will code absence in line with DfE 
guidelines and we will treat such absences in a sympathetic manner on a case by case basis. 
Wherever possible, work will, of course, be provided. 
 



 

 

The latest advice can be found on the link below: 
www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-stay-at-home-guidance/stay-at-home-
guidance-for-people-with-confirmed-or-possible-coronavirus-covid-19-infection 
 
Will school close? 
The current Government strategy is to keep schools open. The Chief Medical Officer has 
advised them that the impact of closing schools on both children’s education and on the 
workforce would be substantial, but the benefit to public health may not be.  
Decisions on future advice to education or children’s social care settings will be taken based 
on the latest and best scientific evidence, which at this stage suggests children are a lower 
risk group.  
 

As I have previously indicated, no school can close without the express authority of Public 
Health England and Department of Education.  
 

School closure can be for two reasons.  
 

The first is in the case of a confirmed case of Coronavirus within the school. I stress that, 
whilst we know some students are self-isolating in line with the latest Government advice, 
we are not aware of a confirmed case at this stage. However, I am aware that rumours have 
been circulating on social media over the weekend.  
 

Social media plays an important role in society today but can also be incredibly divisive and I 
would ask each parent to ensure that their child acts responsibly and does not speculate. As 
a team we have enough to focus on without having to respond to questions based on 
speculation.  
 

Whilst I am a headteacher, I am also a parent and have the same concerns as yourself – we 
all want as much information as possible. 
 

Even if the school does get a confirmed case, it is not a given that the school would be 
required to close. Across the country, we have seen schools instructed to close for a week in 
the case of a confirmed case and others to simply close part of the school and carry out a 
deep clean. Each case is different and the DfE will make the decision on whether to close 
based on individual circumstances. 
 

I would ask you to advise us immediately if you or your child are self-isolating, if your child is 
having a test and what the result of any such test is. This will allow us to make any relevant 
decisions based on facts. 
 

Secondly, it is possible that the government will change its current advice and order a full or 
part closure of the state school sector. This will be a major change to current policy and will 
be made in light of changing circumstances. I would expect that we will receive very little 
notice.  
 

We have already seen a number of students getting ‘over excited’ regarding the possible 
closure (we call it ‘snow day syndrome’) and as a result the behaviour of some students is 
not what it should be. I would ask you to emphasise to your child the importance of 
following the school’s code of conduct. We will not be reducing our threshold expectations 
on student behaviour. 



 

 

 

There are currently a number of unanswered questions regarding closure. These include: 

 Will the whole school be closed on full lockdown or will all of the students be asked 
not to attend but staff attend or will some students be expected to attend and 
others not? 

 Will the period of closure be seen as a time for teaching and learning or will it be 
designated as extended holiday? If so, what will be the impact on the rest of the 
school year? 

 Will teachers be allowed into school to carry on teaching and learning remotely? 
 

We have asked these questions via the DfE helpline but we are no wiser at this stage. I fully 
expect that these will be answered as, when or if a decision to close the schools’ network is 
taken.  
 

Please rest assured, we will advise you as soon as we can and that we will not sit on 
information. I again re-iterate that I too am a parent and fully understand your need for 
information. 
 

We are of course planning teaching and learning in the event of a closure prior to the 
planned Easter holidays. All Heads of Department are currently developing schemes of 
learning to allow students to follow the curriculum during any possible closure.  
 

However, I am sure you understand that we are prioritising teaching and learning resources 
for those students due to take exams this summer. The nearer we get to the Easter break, 
the more likely that all examination courses will have been completed. 
 
My bigger worry, however, is if we should lose a large number of staff to illness and the 
ability to educate classes becomes compromised. We do have contingency plans in place 
and will action them, if or when the situation arises. 
 
What will be the impact on external exams? 
We recognise that students and parents are concerned about the impact of coronavirus on 
the 2020 summer exams. Again, I am afraid that we are unable to provide any more 
definitive information at this stage as nothing more than ‘business as usual’ has been 
communicated to us at this time.  
 

The Office of Qualifications and Examinations Regulation (Ofqal) regulates qualifications, 
examinations and assessment in England. Their advice at this time is to continue to prepare 
for exams and other assessments as normal. Therefore, we are continuing to plan for exams 
to take place at their appointed times.  
 

It is possible that, even if schools are closed for a prolonged period, the Summer exams may 
still take place. The Secretary of State for Education, when presenting at a conference to 
Head teachers over the weekend indicated the Department were currently in discussions 
with the relevant exam boards. Again, as soon as any information is available, we will 
communicate immediately. 
 

Therefore, we firmly recommend that all students continue to study and revise as normal in 
the expectation that exams will be when planned.  
 



 

 

What are you doing to keep the school clean? 
We have increased soap and sanitiser dispensers across the school and have stepped up 
cleaning protocols. We do however currently have limited stocks of sanitiser in stock and 
have a number of back orders with our supplier. The shortage in consumer pack sizes is 
mirrored in industrial packs, so we ask you to emphasise the importance of hand washing to 
your child.  
 

I would also ask you to emphasise the importance of correctly placing general litter in the 
bins provided around the school, as this will allow our site and cleaning staff to focus on 
cleaning protocols for the surfaces and areas more likely to transmit the coronavirus. 
 
What about the sports centre and events booked at the school? 
At this stage, all events continue, albeit a number of external sports fixtures have been 
postponed to minimise the risks. Should a school closure be ordered, we would expect 
clarity to be provided in line with the wider advice on larger and small gatherings. 
 

What about school trips? 
The Government is advising against foreign school trips. We are speaking with the various 
insurance companies but, as I am sure you can appreciate, this is an ever evolving situation 
and we will not formally cancel any trips until we have clarity that your payments are 
covered by insurance. In this arena, the vocabulary used by the Government is critical. I do 
not expect however that any foreign trips will run in the near future. 
 

UK based trips are still running and each one will be looked at against their individual risk 
assessments. 
 
Please understand that this is a fast moving situation and, whilst we have some information, 
we do not have all the answers by any means. I am afraid, however, that I can only provide 
the definitive information we have and I will not enter into speculation or conjecture.  
 
We take our responsibilities seriously and I assure you that we are doing all that we can with 
the information available. 
 
 
DP Jones 
Headteacher 


