
 

 

 

Dear Parent/Carer 

Management of Covid-19 – Tuesday 17 March Update 

As the Covid-19 outbreak continues and following last night’s Briefing by the Prime Minister, 

I am again writing to update you with respect to our ongoing plans to manage these issues.  

Full School Closure  

It was clear from last night’s briefing that, at the present time, the intention of the 

government remains to keep schools open for as long as possible. There was, however, the 

first comment that this is open to regular review and, as such, we are conscious that this 

may change quickly.  

In the event of full school closure, we will do our very best to provide work for our students 

using Google Classroom, communicated via Edulink, for all year groups. Please check and 

ensure your child has access to a computer, internet access and log in details, which have 

been circulated this week in school.  

We have already checked with children and where we know no computer or internet 

connection is available, we are currently planning for alternative resources to be made 

available. As I have previously stated, we will prioritise supporting Year 11 and Year 13 

during this critical period.  

Partial School Closure 

As I indicated in yesterday’s update, I remain most worried about having enough staff to 

provide the correct safeguarding procedures in the school. I am afraid that it seems 

inevitable that staff absence levels will increase in the days and weeks ahead as colleagues 

are instructed to self-isolate, either because they are ill themselves or because someone in 

their household has become poorly.  

Whilst we have processes in place to cover such scenarios, it is likely that our resources in 

this respect will become overstretched very quickly. In these circumstances, we may choose 

to instruct one of our year groups to stay at home for a period of time. This will then free up 

a number of our teaching staff to be redeployed to cover other staff absences. If these 

actions do indeed become necessary, we will probably choose to ask Year 9 to stay at home 

firstly as they are the oldest non-examination cohort. Further escalation of these issues may 

then lead us to then ask Year 8 or Year 7 to also stay at home. These I must stress are not 

confirmed at this stage. 

In the event that such actions become necessary, we may need to act very quickly. We may 

only be able to communicate such decisions to parents on the day itself and will use 

SchoolComms and our website, twitter and Facebook for this purpose.  



If at all possible, we will, of course, try to provide such information the day before any 

school closures decisions are applied.  

Exams 

I am sorry but I have no further information on this at this stage. I do believe that the 

Summer exam season was discussed in yesterday’s meetings between School Leaders 

Associations and the Secretary of State for Education. I believe more meetings are planned 

for this week regarding but I will not speculate at this stage. 

Student Illness/Absences 

The current guidance states that self-isolation is appropriate if someone has a new 

persistent cough and/or a high temperature, or if anybody in the household has these 

symptoms. From yesterday, government advice is that should one member of the family 

have any symptoms, then the whole family must self-isolate. If you need further advice in 

this respect, please contact medical professionals as school staff are not able to offer 

guidance in this area.  

If you decide to isolate your child at home, please let us know by contacting the school. In 

such circumstances, the child will need to fully complete the self-isolation period before 

returning to school. 

If we notice students in school with a persistent cough and/or a high temperature, we have 

set aside a separate room for them to wait while their parents are contacted and asked to 

take them home. We will need to contact you urgently so as not to put others at risk.  

PLEASE make sure your contact details are up to date and be aware of the need for us to 

contact you by phone.  It is our intention to authorise absences for these reasons.  

Some of our more vulnerable students, who are affected by the categories for concern 

highlighted yesterday by the government, are being educated at home. We will contact you 

directly if we need to work with you to arrange this.  

Provision of Work  

If we need to partially or fully close the school, every effort will be made to provide work 

and ongoing support for our students, with particular priority being given to our 

examination cohorts.  

If students need to self-isolate while the school remains open, they will need to monitor the 

assignments and lesson materials that are being posted on Google Classroom and do their 

very best to keep up with their studies in this way.  

School Hygiene 

We have been working with our school cleaners to prioritise the regular cleaning of ‘touch 

surfaces’. We are also monitoring the toilets on a daily basis to ensure that they are working 

properly. We would also encourage parents to provide their son/daughter with tissues that 

they can use during the school day.  



Dining Hall 

In the event that our catering staff are unable to come into school, it is likely we will be 

unable to provide hot meals during the school day. We may consequently need to switch to 

a cold service and/or packed lunches for all students. Again, this might be necessary at very 

short notice.  

Trips / Events 

We have taken the decision to cancel all immediate foreign trips, for which further 

communication will follow in due course. Sports fixtures, Duke of Edinburgh and music 

tuition have also been cancelled. Planned UK trips, Parents Evenings and Work Experience 

week are all being kept under review but I expect that those events will also be postponed, 

including I am afraid Year 7 camp – Seven go on an Adventure.   

Given the length of time until these events are due to take place, I have not, as yet, made 

any definitive decisions on the Year 11 Prom or the Year 13 Ball but, in all honesty, I think 

they are highly unlikely to be held at the times currently planned. 

For each trip, whether foreign or UK, we will be communicating with relevant students and 

parents directly, at the relevant times. 

 

We will continue to monitor these circumstances very carefully, particularly with respect to 

government advice regarding expected school actions. We will continue to update you on 

any changing situations as soon as we can. Please make sure you are contactable by phone 

at all times and check our website and other social media regularly for any updates.  

These are difficult times for us all, but we will continue to serve the community in the best 

way we can. Thank you for your help and patience in trying to manage these unprecedented 

circumstances. 

Please continue to take care of yourselves and your loved ones.  

Yours faithfully 

 

Darran Jones 

Headteacher 


